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City briefs
City Notes
See page 11.

It’s the most 
wonderful time 
of the year!
On page 12.

Noteworthy 
NOHOA News
See page 18.

Community 
Announcements
On page 19.

Start the 
North Oaks News
If your neighbors aren’t receiving 
the North Oaks News, ask them 
to call the circulation department 
at Press Publications, 651-407-
1234, to start and stop the 
paper. Newspapers cannot be 
forwarded, so delivery is stopped 
if they are returned to the publish-
er. Don’t forget that each edition 
is available online if you are away 
from home at www.presspubs.
com/north_oaks

January MeetingsJanuary Meetings
• Agendas available online •

CITY OF NORTH OAKS
100 Village Center Drive Suite 230

651-792-7750

www.cityofnorthoaks.com
City Council meeting:
7 p.m. Thursday, January 12
Natural Resources 

Commission meeting:
7 p.m. Thursday, January 26

Planning Commission meeting:
7 p.m. Thursday,December 29

NORTH OAKS HOME OWNERS’ 
ASSOCIATION (NOHOA)

100 Village Center Drive Suite 240

651-792-7765

www.nohoa.org
NOHOA Board meeting:

 7 p.m. Thursday, January 5
Architectural Supervisory 

Committee meeting:
 Meet in the NOHOA offi ce 6:30 p.m.      

Mondays, January 9 and 23
All other meetings held in the 
Community Meeting Room

100 Village Center Drive, Suite 150

Food shelf  collections

— Photo by Joe Braun

From left to right, Donovan Duke, Eddie Brody, Jace Blood, Brian LePage, Paul LePage, Bill Brody, Gavin Craig, Jim Blood, Phil Apel, Phillip 
Apel, Phil Fortmeyer and Andrew Fortmeyer.
Thanks to the combined effort of many Troop 639 scouts and adults, as well as several members of our local community, this past Saturday we 
collected 1,049 pounds of food and $1,704 for the Ralph Reeder Food Shelf in New Brighton. As a result of our combined effort, many local 
low-income individuals and families in need will not be hungry over the coming days and weeks.  Special thanks to all who participated in this 
effort to make the holidays a little brighter for our friends and neighbors in need. 

— Photo by Katy Ross

Single-sort recycling begins Jan. 3, 2017. Set recyclables curbside or 
outside of garage doors by 7 a.m. so they can be seen from the road.

Single-sort 
recycling begins 

January 3
By Katy Ross 
Contributing Writer

On Tuesday, Jan. 3, the city of  
North Oaks will begin single-sort 
recycling. This means that resi-
dents may put all paper, cans and 
glass in the same container. If  resi-
dents want to continue to use their 
current recycling bins, they may 
do so. For a list of  what can and 
cannot be recycled, please visit the 
city’s website at www.cityofnortho-
aks.com, or call the city at 651-792-
7750 to have a list sent to you.

The recycling carts that Ramsey 
County is providing to residents 
at no charge will be delivered the 
week of  Jan. 16. They will be deliv-

ered to homes over a three day pe-
riod. If  you do not want a cart, you 
can call the city and be put on a “no 
cart” list. If  you will be out of  town 
during that time period, you should 
call the city and tell them to hold 
the cart until you return. When 
you return, please make sure and 
call the city to tell them that your 
cart can be delivered.  

There will be some minor chang-
es in the pick-up schedule for some 
residents. Peterson-Waddle will 
contact those residents that are 
impacted. If  you have questions, 
contact Katy Ross at kross@cityof-
northoaks.com.   
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North Suburban BP 415 Hwy. 96 Shoreview • 651-484-9600
Shoreview BP 5990 Hodgson Rd. Shoreview • 651-483-1614

Better Gas For Better Cars!Fantastic Auto Repair at Fantastic Prices!uto Repair at Faaannta

Sonia Kohli | North Oaks Leader & Top Producer

Local Expertise + Straightforward Process = Delivering Results For You

Sonia Kohli  |  Realtor®

651-428-5105
SoniaKohli@EdinaRealty.com

when we gather with our loved 

ones and celebrate family and 

community. As one year ends 

and a new one begins, I would 

like to send you my best wishes 

for a happy holiday and a safe 

and prosperous 2017!

community for your continuing 

business and support!

—Sonia Kohli
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RE-INVENTING 
THE WHEEL

“ I always tell my kids 
I learned way more 
at SPA than I did at 
college and I use  
that learning every 
day at Razor.”

For Carlton Calvin ’79, SPA awakened  

the character and curiosity required  

to found an innovative company.  

Razor is a $200 million company that 

challenges the traditional concept 

of scooters, bikes and skates. 

Resilience, critical thinking and 

creativity are hallmarks of the  

SPA graduate. Carlton Calvin is 

one more example of the way 

that SPA shapes the minds 

and the hearts of the people 

who change the world. 

JANUARY 2017 ADMISSION EVENTS:  JOIN US!

Lower School (K-5) Open House 

1150 Goodrich Avenue, St. Paul

Thursday, January 19, 2017 

9:00-11:00 a.m

Middle/Upper School (6-12) Open House 

1712 Randolph Avenue, St. Paul

Thursday, January 12, 2017 

6:30-8:30 p.m.
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Editorial
Dick Leonard, Editor
(612) 749-8235, cell phone
northoaksnews@presspubs.com

Multimedia Representative
Leanne Swanson
651-407-1223
northoaks@presspubs.com

Published monthly by
Press Publications
Copyright © 2017

Next Issue: February 2017
Mailed Wednesday, Jan. 25, 2017

Ad/Want Ad/Celebrations Deadline:
Friday, Jan. 13, 2017

Letters to the Editor/
Editorial Submissions Due:
Sunday, Jan. 15, 2017

Deliver Announcements 
and Letters to:
Dick Leonard, Editor
northoaksnews@presspubs.com

Please email northoaksnews@presspubs.com if you would like to receive a monthly email reminder of these deadlines.
If you or someone you know would like to receive the paper  and live in North Oaks please call 651-407-1200 8 am - 5 pm,  Monday - Friday

Editor’s notes...
Every month when I 

think about what to put 
in this column I remem-
ber what many readers 
tell me. “The newspaper 
is much more interest-
ing when you write about 
some controversial issue.” 
I tell them that if  I do that 
it has a tendency to stir 
somebody up. That is not 
my goal, but I do like read-
ers to tell me how much 
they now enjoy the paper.

So we start a new year. 
Let’s review 2016! Front 
page article and picture 
in the January 2016 North 
Oaks News showed a pic-
ture of  the gate house with 
the caption “To Be or Not 
To Be.”  There were sev-
eral letters to the editor 
expressing their view pri-
marily if  the gate house 
should be kept. I am told 
that there have been very 
many meetings with the 
North Oaks Company who 
owns the building and the 
surrounding three to four 
acres. My spies tell me that 
a decision is very close and 
“don’t screw it up with a 
dumb article” I was told. 
Therefore, my wish list for 
2017 fi rst, is that indeed 
ownership of  the land and 
building and what it will 
likely look like in 2018 will 
be determined. Wish one!

Wish two has already 
been decided, I guess. 
There has been a rela-
tively longstanding feud 
about the hockey lights on 
West Pleasant Lake Road. 
There are or were ques-
tions about the authority 
to put them up, there were 
two maybe three “experts” 
that checked them out so 
that the lights would shine 
on all of  the hockey rink 
rather than leave “spots” 
and also not shine on driv-
ers along the road. The re-
solve was very ingenious. 
City council members, 
NOHOA board members, 
hockey coaches, interested 
persons and residents and 
those lighting “experts” 
and hopefully some hock-
ey players met at the site 
a couple of  weeks ago. 
After the sun went down 
they turned on the lights 
and adjusted them so ev-
erybody was happy and 
safety concerns were met. 
Imagine that! No lawyers, 

no consultants and no 
committees.Wonder why it 
took so long? Wish two an-
swered.

Wish three. I wish that 
the city and NOHOA could 
agree on who owns the 
road around Pleasant Lake 
Road and the land to the 
ordinary high water mark. 
It seems simple. Check 
the county’s tax records 
and see who pays the real 
estate taxes on the road. 
Wish three is pretty easy 
to answer. And no lawyers 
needed to check NOHOA’s 
tax records!

Wish four. The mainte-
nance center has a tem-
porary fi x. The NOHOA 
board recently, in response 
to recent trespassing on 
the site, installed a locked 
cable blocking access af-
ter-hours and on week-
ends. My wish is that 
before gates and fences 
are installed there will be 
public meetings to decide 
whether or not to do it, how 
much it will cost, where 
they will be located, etc. In 
the meantime joggers are 
warned not to trespass or 
you might run into a cable.

Wish fi ve is that as long 
as there is a gatehouse the 
Christmas lights stay on 
during the holiday period. 
That during the summer 
months the North Oaks 
Co or whoever ends up 
owning the building will 
pay the NOHOA fl ower 
company that does such a 
beautiful job on all of  the 
entrances and do the same 
for the gatehouse so that 
our dutiful Arnita Loe-
gering doesn’t have to do it 
free another year.

Wish six is that residents 
of  Rapp Farm, Charles 
Lake Preserve, Deer Hills 
and the other smaller 

neighborhoods apply for 
committee assignments in 
2017. I feel confi dent that 
NOHOA and the city will 
appoint you so we will be-
gin to have a totally inclu-
sive community.

Wish seven, and the last 
is really just a pet peeve 
with me. For years, I have 
driven on our roads and 
cannot help but notice 
how ugly the mail boxes 
and paper slots look. What 
kind of  message does that 
give to new residents or 
those looking around to 
buy? Now is the time to 
consider your own yard, 
especially when you read 
Sherriff  Mike Burrnell’s 
column and his report to 
the City Council about 
the number of  thefts from 
mail boxes. Such a simple 
thing to do. Look at your 
mailbox. Is it as nice as 
your house?

That’s it for wishes; 
seven is not a good num-
ber but enough for now. 
Some other interesting 
items last month: JoAnn 
Hanson was elected to the 
NOHOA Board. She brings 
a wealth of  knowledge in 
management, negotiation, 
listening and understand-
ing fi nancial documents. 
Also thanks to Amy Bla-
hosky who brought fresh 
ideas and interesting dis-
cussions to the board. The 
city passed a two percent 
levy increase to $1,442,546. 
The approved 2017 budget 
for the city is $2,444,581, an 
increase of  $117,632 which 
is fi ve percent over the 2016 
budget. The majority of  
the increase is in public 
safety. Police budget in-
creased fi ve and a half  per-
cent for the full time dep-
uty; the fi re department 
budget also increased fi ve 
percent. 

On a personal note, I had 
a tooth pulled last week by 
Dr Dan Isaacson’s “third” 
hand. Dr. Mike Weisbrod 
pulled it out while his able 
assistant, Angela Whitney, 
kept me quiet as she kept 
passing Dr Mike the larg-
est pliers in the offi ce. 

Such is my wish list for 
2017. Happy New Year, 
readers.

Dick Leonard

DICK LEONARD

FROM THE EDITOR

Entertaining
Bonnie Grzeskowiak

Dick,
I need to tell you that I so enjoy your 

column.
Entertaining and enlightening.
Thank you.

Showing appreciation
Diane Gorder

Hi Dick,
    Great job on the North Oaks News!  
Thanks a bunch.

Pedestrian safety
Alfred Fenstad

I just came in the east entrance with 
the sun in my eyes and nearly hit a lady 
walking her black dog on East Oaks 
Road. She was wearing a black coat and 
a black hat. I have encountered similar 
situations many times. Please, if  you 
are out walking late afternoon or eve-
ning this time of  year wear clothing 
which is clearly visible to drivers, and 
perhaps be prepared to jump out of  the 
way when traffi c is approaching!

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor are limited to 350 words. Statements that cannot be 
confi rmed by the newspaper may be removed, or the writer may be asked to submit 
proof of their accuracy. Letters are subject to editing for clarity and grammar. Up to 
two signatures may accompany each letter to the editor, and each must include the 
telephone number and address of the writer. All letters will be verifi ed.

The North Oaks News will not publish letters to the editor that have been copied 
from another source and/or mailed out in bulk. 

It is the intent of North Oaks News staff to publish only letters originating from 
writers living in North Oaks. An identifi cation line may be added to some letters 
to help readers identify the writer by title or occupation. The North Oaks News 
reserves the right not to publish any letter.

North Oaks News
Letter to the Editor Guidelines

Happy Holidays to 
everyone! What a fun 

time of year
There have been a couple 

of  comments about snow 
storage now that we seem 
to be having a "normal" 
Minnesota winter. Let me 
remind you all to make 
certain that you (or your 
snow-plowing contractor) 
do not pile snow near the 
end of  driveways or streets, 
limiting visibility. This 
holds true for your property, 
our roads and for properties 
that abut NOHOA land. 
Please be considerate of  the 
safety of  people coming and 
going from your driveway 
and those traversing the streets.

I will be asking Deputy Burrell to 
advise the city when he encounters unsafe 
conditions as he journeys through the 
community.

I would remind you that it is illegal to 
pile snow on other people's property. Please 
make certain to provide a safe location on 
your own property for the piles of  snow 
that we are anticipating this season.

Another safety item to be aware of  are 
the open water on our lakes. Both Pleasant 
Lake and Lake Gilfi llan have aeration 
systems in place and active during the 
winter. In both cases there may be open 
water or thin ice in places and you should 
be cautious. There are signs in place to 
direct you away from areas of  open water; 
please be cognizant of  those areas and stay 
back!

As we approach 2017 I am pleased at the 
efforts that we have made here in North 
Oaks. One of  the biggest efforts came in 

taking control of  utilities 
from the North Oaks 
Company. The fi rst set of  
systems has been brought 
under city control and we 
will be using that model 
to take over more during 
2017. It was a great effort 
by the city and the North 
Oaks Company to get the 
agreements in place. Our 
reserves will be built-up 
over the next few years 
and we will be prepared 
for the potential of  these 
systems needing repairs 
in the coming years. The 

North Oaks Company will be with us for 
an indeterminate number of  years, but 
this places the important utility systems 
under city control, providing security 
when the company does wind down.

In 2017 the city is working on a Housing 
and Property Maintenance Ordinance. 
We have had a number of  groups and 
people voice concerns over the state of  our 
community. It is our hope to use this effort 
to move North Oaks forward and maintain 
our status as a premier community here in 
Minnesota. Keep your eyes and ears open 
for information on this effort and add your 
voice to the dialogue.

Thank you for electing me your mayor 
for another term. I hope to be able to offer 
strong leadership for all of  the efforts that 
will be on our 2017 agenda.

Michael (Mike) R. Egelston
Mayor

City of  North Oaks

MIKE EGELSTON

FROM THE MAYOR

10 Reasons 
to Smile
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651-407-1200
www.northoaksnews.com
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 Steven A. Gorman DDS, AAACD    Schedule your complimentary consultation.
Providing general, cosmetic and implant dentistry.

drstevegorman.com - 651.483.5134
Dr. Steve Gorman is an Accredited Member of 
the American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry

New committee board members

- Photo by Kimberly Murray, MS
The newly elected directors from left to right, JoAnn Hanson, Diane Gorder, Myra Coleman and Jim MacGillis.

— Photo Submitted
Information about how to make your place more safer.

By Carol Beatty
Contributing writer

Who to call? What to do? 
Where to go? Most people go 
back to work and school to 
continue the paths started 
last fall or many years ago. 
It’s January after the bright 
lights and busyness of  the 
holiday season. Some lucky 
ones, of  course, are off  to 
warmer locations until 
winter once again loosens 
its grip on Minnesota. Even 
short getaways are enticing 
in these dark months.

The good news is that 
we have seen family and 
friends, partied, sang car-
ols and reconnected on the 
darkest days of  the year. 
The better news is that Jan-
uary brings days of  some-
what more light and the 
opportunity to contemplate 
different opportunities.

Go ahead and dream – it’s 
not only allowed but prob-
ably necessary right now. 
What new adventures lie 
ahead? Is it time to learn a 
new skill or revive an old 
one? Are there new places 
to explore around town or 
research needed for next 
summer’s vacation? Let’s 
pick up those garden cat-
alogs, class listings, travel 
brochures, museum listings 

or sports schedules and see 
what strikes a chord.

A few ideas for January 
activities? Visit Minneap-
olis Institute of  Art or the 
Walker, then get inspired 
to take a class at the White 
Bear Center for the Arts. 
Continue to stay local and 
attend the upcoming play 
“All in the Timing” at Lake-
shore Players in White Bear 
Lake. Find a cooking class 
that sounds interesting. 
Learn to cross country ski 
or just go play in the snow. 
Attend a Winter Carnival 
event. Research your family 
history. Tackle a not too big 
project around the house. 
Start that big novel that 
has been on the nightstand. 
Go to a wine or beer tast-
ing. Volunteer to do some-
thing different. Adventure 
awaits—no excuse to be 
bored!

CAROL BEATTY

CAROL’S QUEST

What to do now?

OBITUARIES
Patricia W Moriarty, age 84, died December 3, 

2016
Dorothy DeAnn  Mekonica, July 10, 1938 - 

November 9, 2016
Cornelis Linders, 82, died December 19, 2016
Joseph Trott, 82



6 ~  North Oaks News   January 2017
www.northoaksnews.com

As you may have heard, 
several North Oaks resi-
dents recently fell victim 
to a mail theft operation. 
The good news about this 
theft was that an obser-
vant resident was able to 
catch the thieves in action 
and relayed the suspect 
vehicle's license plate to 
our dispatcher, which led 
to the quick apprehension 
of  these two criminals. 
The bad news about this 
incident is that it has been 
an all too common occur-
rence here in North Oaks. 

Many people in North Oaks enjoy the security that 
comes with being a private community. Even with North 
Oaks being a private community, it doesn't stop people 
with bad intentions from just driving in. Moreover, the 
fact that North Oaks residents have some of  the nicest 
houses in metro makes it a target rich environment for 
thieves.  

Most criminals will select their victims based on op-
portunity. When it comes to mail theft, there is plenty of  
opportunity here. Many mailboxes here in North Oaks 
are not secure. In addition to this, I have seen numerous 
mailboxes that are not visible from a resident’s house. 
This makes it easy for thieves to drive from mailbox 
to mailbox and help themselves to the neighborhoods 
mail and the information inside the mail, which often 
times contain sensitive personal information that is 
valuable to identity thieves.  

I have seen the newer developments in North Oaks 
have come standard with a more secure locking mail-
box. These mailboxes typically can be bought at a local 
hardware store anywhere from $100 to $250. They will 
allow for mail and small packages to be dropped in, and 
the mail can only be accessed by a key holder. These 
types of  secure mailboxes are mostly lacking in the rest 
of  North Oaks.  

I have heard from some people that they don't re-
ceive sensitive personal information by mail (credit 
card statements/banking statements.) Even with this, 
thieves have been able to fi nd ways to steal victim’s 
identities though some of  the most basic of  informa-
tion. One of  the more common scams that has been go-
ing on for some time is called the "Grandma Scam" 
(the victim of  these scams are typically seniors) and 
involves a caller pretending to be an unsuspecting vic-
tim's relative or friend. In the scam, the thief  initial-
ly has very limited information from the victim. The 
fraudster then phishes for information until the victim 
either hangs up on them, or sends them money. It has 
been reported that mail thefts have aided thieves in 
these frauds.

If  anyone wants more information on protecting 
yourself  from this and other types of  frauds please feel 
free to contact me at michael.burrell@co.ramsey.mn.us 
or 651-239-9731.

5th and Bloom Ave, White Bear Lake • 651-429-3381 • www.fpcwbl.org 

 SUMMER SUNDAY MORNINGS  
      9:00 am Worship Service 
      10:00 am Coffee Fellowship  

9:00 am Sunday School &
              Adult Education
10:15 am Worship
11:15 am Coff ee Fellowship

In 1850, East Pleasant 
Lake Road on the south side 
of  Pleasant Lake and East 
Oaks Road were part of  a 
territorial road authorized 
by the Minnesota Legisla-
ture. In 1849, the Minnesota 
Territory was established, 
and in October of  that year, 
the Legislature directed 
that a road be built from 
Stillwater westerly to White 
Bear Lake, then to some 
point at or near the mouth 
of  the Rum River.

On an 1850 Cowperth-
wait map of  the Minneso-
ta Territory, a road from 
Stillwater on the St. Croix 
River is shown going west 
to White Bear Lake, south 
of  Pleasant Lake, and to 
Banfi ll where Rice Creek 
joins the Mississippi River. 
The road was a direct and 
much shorter route from 
the St. Croix River to the up-
per Mississippi River and 
avoided St. Anthony Falls.

Reverend Edward D. 
Neill’s “History of  Washing-
ton County” relates Anson 
Northrup hauled lumber 
from the Stillwater Lumber 
Company via White Bear 
Lake for the original dam 
at St. Anthony. John Banfi ll, 
who made a claim on the 
Rice Creek property in 1847, 
probably built the house 
that was used as a roadside 
inn from 1849 to 1851. In her 
published reminiscences, 
Rebeca Marshall Cathcart 
describes a Christmas cele-
bration she attended at Ban-
fi ll in 1849.

“A few society people 
in St. Paul planned to cel-
ebrate Christmas, ’49 by 
a sleigh ride to Banfi ll on 
Manomin Creek, about 
nine miles above St. An-
thony. I was invited to be 
one of  their guests and Mr. 
Whitail, a brother of  Mrs. 
H. H. Rice, was my escort. 
The sleighing was fi ne. We 
arrived at Banfi ll in time 
for an early supper which 
consisted of  viands that 
even these luxurious days 
would be tempting to the ap-
petite, after supper the din-
ing room was cleared, and 
we had a grand dance. We 
danced until the wee, small 
hours of  the morning, and 
then retired for a short rest: 
after a breakfast equally as 
appetizing as our supper 
of  the night before, we pre-
pared for our drive home.”

Banfi ll sold the building 

to John Nininger and Al-
exander Ramsey in 1855. 
It is currently used by the 
Banfi ll Locke Center for the 
Arts. Located on East River 
Road north of  Highway 6 in 
the city of  Fridley, there are 
many photos of  the build-
ing and the art center’s pro-

grams on line.
To commemorate the lo-

cation of  the 1850 Stillwa-
ter to Banfi ll Landing road, 
Louis W. Hill, Jr. placed 
a sign some years ago in 
the woods across from the 
Eastern Recreation tennis 
courts on East Oaks Road.

Banfi ll Road ran through the 
east tennis courts in 1850

— Submitted by Joan Brainard
An old map of the route of Banfi ll Road.

— Photo by Joan Brainard 

A sign near the tennis courts on East Oaks Road rec-
ognizes the historic road that once ran nearby.

Locked 
mailboxes and 

identity protection

— Photo Submitted

Sheriff Mike Burell

Liberty Classical Academy in White 
Bear Lake will host a kindergarten open 
house and information session on Jan. 
25. Open to the public, the event provides 
insight and information for families 
with a child entering kindergarten in fall 
2017. The morning includes discussion 
of  why kindergarten is a critical phase 
in a child’s development and what skills 
are vital for future learning success. The 
session continues with demonstrations 
of  Liberty’s approach to lessons, 
learning why classical education 
methods are engaging, discovering a 
typical Liberty kindergarten day and 
time for questions. 

“Kindergarten is an extremely 
important year in a child’s education as 
it sets the tone and forms the foundation 
of  his or her future learning,” 
said Liberty Headmaster Rebekah 
Hagstrom. “We capitalize on children’s 
desire to learn in engaging ways and are 
able to accomplish exceedingly more 
than most can imagine with these little 
ones.”  

In addition, Liberty will host its 
monthly Liberty: All Access campus 
and program tour on Jan. 11. The 
tour is open to the public, providing a 
fi rst-hand experience of  how Liberty 
is achieving outstanding academic 
results by using the time-tested classical 
method. The tour includes observing 

students in the classroom, listening 
to a parent testimony of  the Liberty 
experience and a brief  presentation 
by Hagstrom, sharing the mission and 
vision of  Liberty. 

Both events are held at Liberty’s 
campus—3878 Highland Ave., 
White Bear Lake—with Liberty’s 
kindergarten open house on Wednesday, 

Jan. 25 at 9:30 a.m. and the Liberty: All 
Access tour on Wednesday, Jan. 11 at 
8:30 a.m. Complimentary childcare 
will be provided for siblings at the 
kindergarten open house. Please reply 
your attendance to admissions director 
Nghi Anderson at 651-772-2777 or 
admissions@libertyclassicalacademy.
org. 

“Classical education is a proven 
method that uses engaging classroom 
techniques geared towards a child’s 
natural progression of  cognitive 
development,” said Hagstrom. Liberty 
has a proven track record in academic 
profi ciency by its students. Recent 

college admissions exam score results 
for 2014 show Liberty students continue 
to achieve with an average ACT score 
of  27.1 as well as an average SAT 
score of  704 in critical reading, 590 in 
mathematics and 693 in writing. 

About Liberty Classical Academy 
Launched in 2003, Liberty Classical 

Academy is an independent college-

preparatory private Christian 
school in White Bear Lake, serving 
students in preschool through grade 
12.  Liberty’s mission is to equip 
students of  all backgrounds to grow 
in wisdom, excellence and purpose 
by offering an education based on the 
highest academic standards grounded 
in a strong classical tradition from 
a distinctively Christian worldview. 
Liberty Classical Academy is the only 
school in the Twin Cities metropolitan 
area that is a member of  the Association 
of  Classical Christian Schools. For more 
information visit the web site at www.
libertyclassicalacademy.org.

Liberty Classical Academy 
hosts kindergarten 

open house

The power to help change 
a community is in your 

hands – literally.
Your support allows the paper to 

inform more local residents in a 
single week 

than any other 
medium.

651-407-1200
www.northoaksnews.com

“Liberty students consistently achieve because        

our program combines academic rigor, engaging 

instruction in the classrooms and Christian values.” 
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SALA designed, Michels Built Home!

 2015 Coldwell Banker Burnet.  All rights Reserved.  Coldwell Banker Burnet fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal 
Opportunity Act.  Operated by a subsidiary of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.  Operated by subsidiary of NRT LLC.  Coldwell Banker  
and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  If your property is listed with a real estate broker, 
please disregard.  It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully.

A Winning Combination!

SALA designed,,,,, Michels Built Home!
www.LakeShoreListing.com

and th
please

Krista WolterKrista Wolter
HomesOfNorthOaks.com

 Coldwell Banker Burnet.  All rights Reserved.  Coldwell Banker Burnet fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal 
rtunity Act.  Operated by a subsidiary of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.  Operated by subsidiary of NRT LLC.  Coldwell Banker  
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651-482-1959 • metrofamilyeyecare.com

Offi  ce location 200 Village Center Dr. Suite 300Offi  ce location 200 Village Center Dr. Suite 300

Former Dr. Roger Rengel has retired, but the , but the 
practice will continue to provide excellent practice will continue to provide excellent 

optometric care with new doctors,optometric care with new doctors,
 Lauren Jordan and Jeff rey Williams.   Lauren Jordan and Jeff rey Williams.  

Dr. Lauren Jordan Dr. Jeff rey Williams

VILLAGE EYE CENTER
WELCOMES

— Photo Submitted

Momma Wren

“Your Best 
Source for 

Community 
Information”

www.northoaksnews.com

The land around 
us: Waverly 

Gardens Aviary
Animals’ lives are based around eating and reproducing. 

Through adaptations, physical and behavioral, each species 
works itself  into an environmental “niche” where it has some 
particular advantage over other species. Nothing else is as adept 
as a mole for feeding on insects underground. No other creature 
is as good at locating and eating carrion as vultures.

Like most animals, birds have found it expedient to breed just 
once a year. In temperate zones, birds coordinate this breeding 
with the yearly revival of  warm weather and the abundance of  
food it brings for the feeding of  young. For birds, young means a 
brood of  more than one.

Most songbirds are migratory. They spend most of  their lives 
where frost does not seriously affect an adequate, individual 
food supply. But come spring they head north  — there are few 
frost-bound lands in the southern hemisphere. In particular, 
most come for the abundance of  insects spring releases. Insects 
are a conveniently sized source of  protein for growing bodies.

This past spring, though no bird nested on my porch as a 
mourning dove did on Al Thiemich’s, fi ve different species of  
songbirds nested within twenty feet of  my apartment.

Fifteen feet above my bedroom window the overhang of  a 
gable apex and the decorative cross beam just below it form an 
ideal nesting nook for starlings. Stretched below  is an expanse 
of  lawn, ideal starling foraging ground. Starling beak muscles 
have adapted to spreading open the base of  lawn grass tufts,a 
common location for many insects. In June, our lawn is dotted 
with staring.

Lower down, where roof  overhangs meet, cliff  swallows have 
a perfect corner on which to adhere their mud nests. Early sum-
mer means insect hatches on nearby Wilkinson Lake. These put 
in the air scores  of  insects, principally mayfl ies. The gape of  
swallows’ beaks, as big as their entire face, is made for scooping 
airborne insects.

10 ft from the corner of  my porch is the trunk of  a large silver 
maple. On a low branch, I again this year hung Marge Eliason’s 
wren house. A wren pair, likely the pair that nested there last 
year, occupied it. Wrens’ principal diet consists of  insects and 
other invertebrates that live in the mulch and leaf-mold under 
the tree. Parents, and then nestlings barely able to fl y, have for-
aging grounds just below them.

7 ft from my living room window a pair  of  cedar waxwings 
built a nest in a Japanese lilac and the female laid eggs in it. In 
late June constant heavy winds, funneled by the confi guration 
of  the building, whipped the nest awesomely. Though the eggs 
remained, the female abandoned it.

A robin, the fi fth of  my quintet, originally built her nest in the 
wrens’ silver maple. For reasons known only to her, she aban-

doned it and moved to the pergola 
over Door G of  the main building. 
Again, this didn’t work for her and 
she moved to a nearby swamp oak. I 
presume she was successful, for we 
had young robins.

I’ve made this the subject of  
an article because I believe it’s a 
rather unique testament to the na-
ture-friendly environment that’s 
been created here.

— Submitted by Skip Mott
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651.464.2082651.464.2082
www.olsonsinthepink.com Certifi ed by 

M.P.C.A.

Year Round 
Service

YYear RoouunnddYear Round 
Since 1954

Sewer SystemsSewer Systems
Installed • Repaired • Cleaned

• Septic & Holding Tanks Vacuumed 
• Sewer Lines Cleaned & Thawed
• Rotoring • Line Televising 
• Lift Station Repairs
• Sewer & Water Hookups
• High Pressure Water Jetting 
• Full Service Excavating
• Residential & Commercial
• Licensed • Bonded
• Insured

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
• Both physicians recognized in 

2016 MN Monthly Best Doctors 
issue and Mpls/St. Paul Top 
Doctors issues

• Most insurances are accepted
• Online scheduling available 

through NMD website
• NMD skincare and 

makeup available at 
northmetroderm.com 
use PUB20 at checkout 
before 3/31/17 to save 20%

• Acne
• Warts
• Rosacea
• Eczema

• Psoriasis
• Skin Cancers
• Hair and Nail 

Problems

Dr. Anu Rahil and Dr. Sherri Long have 
over 40 years of medical and cosmetic 

dermatology experience between them. 
COMMON CONDITIONS TREATED

We are excited to off er XTRAC® laser 
treatments for psoriasis, eczema and vitiligo. 
We also off er photodynamic therapy (PDT) 

for precancers and narrowband UVB 
light treatment for psoriasis and other 

infl ammatory skin conditions. 
Natural-looking aethetic results for men 
and women are achieved through non-

surgical methods including fi llers, Botox®, 
Dysport®, Kybella®, and laser treatment for 

skin rejuvenation. All cosmetic injections are 
performed by physicians.

North Metro Dermatology

400 Village Center Drive, Suite 200 North Oaks, MN 55127
northmetroderm.com             651-789-9800

North Oaks resident and 
author Dr. Jim Bowyer examines 
environmental policies of  the 
U.S. and other economically elite 
nations related to consumption 
and procurement of  the raw 
materials needed to support that 
consumption in his new book “The 
Irresponsible Pursuit of  Paradise.” 
He notes that under the banner of  
environmental protection, barriers 
of  all kinds have been erected over 
the years to discourage domestic 
raw material extraction, with little 
or no thought to the consequences. 
The result is a problem that is 
accentuated by global trends which 
threaten to undermine future 
economic growth, national security 
and the global environment.

The book begins with a quest 
to discover the secrets of  Paraíso, 
an imaginary kingdom that is 
a paradise in both name and 
appearance. However, this book 
mostly dwells in the land of  pure 
nonfi ction, being an investigation 
of  the actions of  the residents of  
a present-day, real-life paradise 
as they strive to keep what they 
have. It is a story of  unawareness, 
denial, hypocrisy and a great deal 
of  wishful thinking. And, fi nally, it 
is a story of  the need for change. 

The reader is reminded that 
virtually all of  the products each 
one of  us uses every day have 
their origins in mining, drilling, 
logging and agriculture, and that 
like it or not, we all depend heavily 
on this kind of  activity. Yet a 
large swath of  society views such 
activity, and those engaged in it, 
with abhorrence. Bowyer suggests 
that perhaps citizens have for so 
long been successful in avoiding 
exposure to the environmental 

impacts of  their own consumption 
that they fi nd surprising and even 
shocking what those impacts really 
are.

Using the United States 
as an example, he notes that 
stiff  resistance to domestic 
extraction of  basic raw materials 
has become routine, as has 
activity to develop ever more 
restrictive environmental laws 
and regulations that impact raw 
material extraction and processing. 
Recognizing that opposition of  
individuals and communities to 
heavy industrial activity, potential 
changes to beloved landscapes, 
increased transportation and other 
aspects of  extraction is completely 
understandable, and completely 
justifi ed in some cases. But 
pervasive opposition is seen as a 
major problem — especially within 
a high-consuming 
society such as the 
United States. Raw 
materials, Bowyer 
notes, obviously 
must come from 
somewhere. 

When raw 
material extraction 
or heavy industry 
is obstructed in one 
locality or region, 
then those activities 
and all associated 
impacts are simply 
shifted to some other locality or 
region. Actions to thwart or shift 
extraction activity are sometimes 
justifi ed using references to 
“protecting natural heritage” or 
“natural capital.” Never, however, 
is consideration given to who else’s 
heritage is likely to be signifi cantly 
modifi ed or forever despoiled.

That, in a nutshell, is the problem 
outlined in “The Irresponsible 
Pursuit of  Paradise.” Bowyer 
guides the reader through an 
interesting and engaging series 
of  chapters with such titles as “A 

Conundrum,” “Misconceptions,” 
“Seeking Silver Bullets,” 
“Economic Miracles,” “Resource 
Realities,” “An Environmental 
President” and more. The book 
also examines the collision of  
global trends, which substantially 
increase the urgency of  fi nding a 
solution to this problem – trends 

that include explosive global 
economic expansion, relentless 
population growth and increasing 
environmental impacts linked to 
raw material procurement. 

Thorough examination of  
the relative wealth of  nations 
historically, shifting economic 
fortunes of  nations and world 
regions are chronicled. Often 
caught in the middle are the 
environment and the world’s 
natural systems, and those who 
live in regions from which raw 
materials are obtained. 

But shifting economic fortunes 
are changing the long-accepted 
order of  things. It is the newest 
wrinkle in global dynamics that is 
beginning to cause worry among 
the economic elite – traditionally 
the dominant consumers of  
minerals. Developing countries 

now hold the 
greatest reserves 
of  mineral 
resources, and 
have accounted 
for almost all of  
the increases in 
global minerals 
production in 
recent years. 
Moreover, the 
d e v e l o p i n g 
nations are 
t h e m s e l v e s 
now rapidly 

increasing their consumption 
of  minerals and other natural 
resources. It is a situation that 
has led analysts to conclude that 
the developed countries of  the 
world are fi nding themselves 
progressively marginalized. 
A number of  prominent 
organizations, including leading 

manufacturers and the World 
Economic Forum, have raised fl ags 
regarding implications for future 
growth. Others, including the UN, 
point to rising environmental 
impacts of  growing exploitation of  
less accessible, lower quality ores, 
and also question the current path 
of  development. 

The fi nal two chapters outline 
a blueprint for change, followed 
by a series of  questions intended 
to stimulate thinking and provide 
fodder for discussion within book 
clubs, classrooms or community 
groups. Among the many questions 
that Bowyer poses: Can the most 
economically developed nations 
continue to act as they have vis-à-
vis raw material sourcing? Is the 
future necessarily a zero sum game 
in which some countries “win” and 
others “lose?” Does it need to be that 
way? Is the best global strategy for 
countries to largely ignore resource 
concerns and simply invest heavily 
in military preparedness so as to 
prevail in resource confl icts? What 
is the downside risk of  ignoring 
global equity concerns?

Bowyer concludes that we need 
to change what we are doing: to 
develop greater awareness of  
the local and global impacts of  
our consumption, learn how to 
distinguish high impact products 
from less impacting products, 
consume smarter and accept more 
responsibility as a nation for those 
things that we do consume. We 
need to think about issues of  global 
equity and consider how we might 
view the situation were the shoe on 
the other foot.

— Submitted by Dr. Jim Bowyer 
author 

Local author's new book examines 
environmental policies

— Photo Submitted
Dr. Jim Bowyer
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The gentleman known as 

“Minnesota’s premier public 

historian,” Hyman Berman, is 

the featured speaker Friday, May 

8 at the Hill Farm Historical So-

ciety annual Spring Dinner.

His talk, titled “James J. Hill, 

Immigration and the Industrial 

Revolution,” highlights many 

facets of  St. 

Paul’s past.

B e r m a n 

is a frequent 

commenta-

tor on TPT’s 

award-win-

ning “Alma-

nac” and is 

the creator 

of  the award-

winning documentaries “St. 

Paul’s Past” and “Minneapolis’ 

Past.” He has been a contribu-

tor to The New York Times, Wall 

Street Journal, Washington 

Post, USA Today, Pioneer Press 

and Star Tribune. Berman has 

a distinguished academic career 

in history at the University of  

Minnesota, a career that began 

in 1961. In 2004, he was named 

Professor Emeritus. He is fore-

most a teacher and proudest 

when he can make historical 

scholarship available to the gen-

eral public.

The North Oaks Garden 

Club’s annual plant sale will 

once again be held the Satur-

day before Mother’s Day on 

the historic grounds of  the 

James J. Hill Farm. The sale 

begins at 9 a.m. and runs un-

til noon, come rain or shine. 

(Hey, we’re gardeners!)

The North Oaks Garden 

Club plant sale is recognized 

locally as the annual event 

for inspiring even the savvi-

est of  gardeners! Our plant 

sale offers a hard-to-beat se-

lection of  your favorites as 

well as unique plant varieties 

at terrifi c prices. You’ll fi nd 

an extensive selection of  an-

nuals, perennials, herbs, veg-

etables, and hanging baskets. 

If  you are looking for just the 

right gift for Mother’s Day, our 

hanging basket with colorful 

ribbons can’t be surpassed! 

There will also be many ven-

dors with fabulous items for 

sale for your homes and gar-

dens, including bird houses, 

trees/shrubs and glass/cop-

per garden art.

If  it’s perennials that you 

are looking for, we typically 

have a wonderful selection. 

When potting up these plants, 

we like to give you a nice big 

plant, something much nicer 

than what you’d fi nd at your 

local nursery and at great 

prices. These perennials come 

from our North Oaks gardens 

and are tried and true for our 

harsh Minnesota climate. 

Do you have perennials 

that are in need of  dividing 

and that you’d like to donate? 

Please call Chris Lidberg at 

612-718-5957, and she’ll set up a 

time to get that done. We truly 

appreciate all the plants that 

are donated and are pleased 

to announce that once again 

we have peonies donated from 

the garden of  Sharon Schmitz. 

By Ann Christiansen

Contributor

Isn’t it wonderful to feel springtime in the 

air? And just in time for your spring cleaning, 

Children’s Hospital’s North Oaks Guild II will 

be accepting donations from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Saturday, May 6 at the West Recreation Center, 

14 West Pleasant Lake Road. Donations will be 

stored over the summer, then sorted and pre-

pared for the fall Rummage Sale held Sept. 19 

and 20 at the Shoreview Arena.

Proceeds from the sale are donated to the 

Children’s Hospital Association of  Minnesota 

(CHA) and used to support programs that are 

not covered by the hospital’s annual budget.

Your donations of  clothing, household items 

and furniture are essential for the guild’s suc-

cess in supporting the very important work of  

Children’s Hospital. There is a special need for 

children’s items due to increased requests for 

Members of North Oaks Guild II sort donations during the annual spring donation drop-

off. These items are then stored until set-up for the Sept. 19 and 20 rummage sale at the 

Shoreview Ice Arena.

— Submitted Photo

See Rummage – Page 3

See Speaker – Page 2

See Plants – Page 3

Garden Club plant sale Saturday, May 9!

Hanging baskets at the May 9 plant sale will help solve Moth-

er’s Day gift-giving quandaries.

— Submitted Photo

Historian 
Hyman Berman 

featured speaker 

at HFHS dinner Do your spring cleaning now! 

Rummage sale spring donation 

drop-off day is May 16

Hyman Berman

May Meetings
• Agendas available online •

CITY OF NORTH OAKS

100 Village Center Drive Suite 230

651-792-7750

www.cityofnorthoaks.com

City Council meeting:

7 p.m. Thursday, May 14

Planning Commission meeting:

7 p.m. Thursday, May 28

Natural Resource 

Commission meeting:

7 p.m. Thursday, May 21

NORTH OAKS HOME OWNERS’ 

ASSOCIATION (NOHOA)

100 Village Center Drive Suite 240

651-792-7765

www.nohoa.org

NOHOA Board meeting:

7 p.m. Thursday, May 7

Architectural Supervisory 

Committee meetings:

Meet in the NOHOA offi ce

6:30 p.m. Mondays, May 4 and 18

All other meetings held in the 

Community Meeting Room

100 Village Center Drive, Suite 150

City summer hours set

Starting April 27, City Hall summer hours are 

8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Thursday 

and 8:30 a.m. to noon on Friday. These hours 

are in effect until Sept. 4.

NOHOA Parks and 

Recreation Committee

Do you have an interest in NOHOA’s parks and 

recreational facilities? If so, NOHOA needs you! 

NOHOA is looking for residents to serve on the 

Parks and Recreation Committee. This committee 

will look at park and recreation needs, wants and 

options. To be most effective, the Board is hoping 

for members (and family) from every neighbor-

hood and a variety of age groups. Make a 

difference in your community and have input into 

planning for park and recreation accommodations 

over the next fi ve to 10 years.

Important May dates!

Hill Farm Historical Society annual dinner: 

6 p.m. Friday, May 8 at North Oaks Golf Club.

Garden Club plant sale: 9 a.m. to noon 

Saturday, May 9 at Hill Farm Historic site.

Children’s Hospital Guild rummage sale 

drop-off: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, May 16 

at West Rec.

Community Fair: Starting at 10:30 a.m. 

Saturday, May 30 at West Rec.

See articles in this newspaper!

Community Fair is 

Saturday, May 30!

Mark your calendars! The 

Community Fair is on Sat-

urday, May 30! This North 

Oaks tradition promises 

a full day of  fun activities 

for the entire family. Once 

again, we are partnering 

with community members 

and sponsors who gener-

ously contribute their time 

and money in support of  the 

day’s events. Proceeds from 

this year’s fair will be used 

to upgrade recreational fa-

cilities in our community.

It’s getting 

closer!

See Fair – Page 6
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The gentleman known as 

“Minnesota’s premier public 

historian,” Hyman Berman, is 

the featured speaker Friday, May 

8 at the Hill Farm Historical So-

ciety annual Spring Dinner.

His talk, titled “James J. Hill, 

Immigration and the Industrial 

Revolution,” highlights many 

facets of  St. 

Paul’s past.

B e r m a n 

is a frequent 

commenta-

tor on TPT’s 

award-win-

ning “Alma-

nac” and is 

the creator

of  the award-

winning documentaries “St. 

Paul’s Past” and “Minneapolis’ 

Past.” He has been a contribu-

tor to The New York Times, Wall 

Street Journal, Washington 

Post, USA Today, Pioneer Press 

and Star Tribune. Berman has 

a distinguished academic career 

in history at the University of  

Minnesota, a career that began 

in 1961. In 2004, he was named 

Professor Emeritus. He is fore-

most a teacher and proudest 

when he can make historical

scholarship available to the gen-

eral public.
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Do you have perennials 

that are in need of  dividing 

and that you’d like to donate? 

Please call Chris Lidberg at 

612-718-5957, and she’ll set up a 

time to get that done. We truly 

appreciate all the plants that 

are donated and are pleased 

to announce that once again 

we have peonies donated from 

the garden of  Sharon Schmitz. 
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Community Fair is 

Saturday, May 30!

Mark your calendars! The 

Community Fair is on Sat-

urday, May 30! This North 

Oaks tradition promises 

a full day of  fun activities 

for the entire family. Once 

again, we are partnering 

with community members 

and sponsors who gener-

ously contribute their time 

and money in support of  the 

day’s events. Proceeds from 

this year’s fair will be used 

to upgrade recreational fa-

cilities in our community.

It’s getting 

closer!

See Fair – Page 6

Submitted by the North Oaks Natural 

Resource Commission
Where does all that water go after a 

heavy rainstorm or when the snow melts? 

Obviously, some of  the water is absorbed 

by the ground and by plants. The rest 

eventually drains into surrounding wet-

lands, lakes, and streams, but it must get 

there via a watershed.What is a watershed?A watershed is all the land area that 

drains to a specific water resource, such 

as a lake or stream. All land masses 

feed into a body of  water, whether it 

feeds into the Mississippi River or your 

backyard pond. Obviously, water can-

not travel uphill, so all watersheds are 

determined by topography. Watersheds 

range in size from a few square miles to 

an entire continent. Watersheds provide 

water for drinking, irrigation, streams, 

and activities such as fishing, swimming 

and boating. In addition, they provide 

food and shelter for wildlife.
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City briefs

Dale Severson is among this year’s class of  

inductees to the Minnesota Senior Sports As-

sociation’s Senior Sports Hall of  Fame. The 

awards banquet was held May 16. 

Severson is a 10-time international senior 

masters ski jumping champion. He also 

earned a silver medal in Nordic Combined 

(ski jumping and cross-country skiing) in 

international competition. Severson has 

guided blind skiers for 27 years in the Ski for 

Light race. He and his partner won the gold 

in that race in 2014. In warmer weather, Severson has been an 

avid senior softball player. His senior softball 

team was the national runner-up for ages 80 

and over.
The MSSA is a 501c(3) nonprofi t associa-

tion created to encourage and support par-

ticipation in amateur sports activity by men 

and women age 50 and older. The inductees 

include persons who have excelled in sports, 

persons whose actions have created oppor-

tunities for seniors to participate in active 

sports activities, and persons whose partici-

pation has been an inspiration for others.— Compiled from press release

Submitted by the NOHAAfter months of  planning, 

the North Oaks Community 

Fair is upon us and it promises 

new and exciting activities for 

all!
The day starts at 8:30 a.m. 

Saturday, May 30 with the 10K 

trail run around Pleasant Lake. 

Registration begins at 8 a.m. at 

the West Rec Area.The parade begins at 11 a.m. 

at the intersection of  Raven 

Road and West Pleasant Lake 

Road and proceeds down West 

Pleasant Lake Road to the West 

Recreation Area. Lineup be-

gins at 10:30 a.m. New this year 

— a fl oat contest! Adults—drive 

your classic cars in the parade. 

Kids—decorate your bikes or 

yourselves and walk/ride in 

the parade! ReMax will have its 

hot air balloon basket in the pa-

rade. Not to be left out are our 

Sheriff ’s Department and Fire 

Department and their vehicles!  

This year’s carnival has 

games and infl atables for all, 

but that’s not all. There will 

also be face painting and, of  

course, the dog show, which 

begins at 11:30 a.m. New this 

year—a human zorb ball, pony 

rides and a photo booth!
There will also be a chil-

dren’s art show in the new West 

Rec Center! Come and see the 

new building and enjoy the art!  

We will have music! The Wa-

verly Garden Singers and For-

ever Rock will entertain you 

while you enjoy all that the 

Fair has to offer.No carnival is complete 

without food, and we have 

many great choices! The NO-

HOA Board members will grill 

up hamburgers and hot dogs. 

Edina Realty will again spon-

sor tacos in a bag. Eibensteiner 

Realty Group (ReMax Results) 

will sponsor ice cream treats. 

Otis Concessions will have 

corn dogs, chicken bites, fresh 

French fries, cheese curds, 

pickle on a stick, mini-donuts, 

snocones, cotton candy and 

other great carnival fare.    
You won’t want to miss this 

wonderful family-friendly 

event! So come and visit your 

neighbors, have some lunch, 

let the children run and play, 

and enjoy all the activities the 

North Oaks Community Fair 

has to offer! See you at the Fair!

Children sprint across the grassy fi eld during 2014’s Kids’ Races at the Community Fair.

— Submitted Photo

See Watershed – Page 3

Severson named to Senior 
Sports Hall of Fame

Dale Severson displays medals earned in 

ski jumping and Nordic combined events.

— Submitted Photo

Watershed 101

Community Fair – It’s here!

June MeetingsJune Meetings• Agendas available online •CITY OF NORTH OAKS100 Village Center Drive Suite 230651-792-7750www.cityofnorthoaks.comCity Council meeting:
Joint meeting with NOHOA, 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, June 117 p.m. Thursday, June 11Natural Resource Commission meeting:7 p.m. Thursday, June 18Planning Commission meeting:
7 p.m. Thursday, June 25NORTH OAKS HOME OWNERS’ 

ASSOCIATION (NOHOA)100 Village Center Drive Suite 240651-792-7765www.nohoa.orgNOHOA Board meeting: 7 p.m. Thursday, June 4Architectural Supervisory 
Committee meetings:Meet in the NOHOA offi ce

7 p.m. Mondays, June 1 and 14All other meetings held in the 
Community Meeting Room

100 Village Center Drive, Suite 150

Pleasant Lake Beach 
opens June 6The Pleasant Lake Beach swimming area will 

be open Saturday, June 6 through Sunday, 

Aug. 23.

Recycling Committee 
answers your questions

North Oaks’ Recycling Committee has 
published “The Recycling Bin,” a recurring 

column answering your questions about how 

recycling is handled in the city. Read the ar-

ticle on Page 11 and contact the committee 

via the comment form on the City’s webpage 

to submit your questions.
What is a watershed?

The Natural Resource Commission answers 

this question as well as how we can care for 

our watersheds in this month’s article (see 

below right and page 3).
Start the North Oaks 
News

If your neighbors aren’t receiving the North 

Oaks News, ask them to call the circulation 

department at Press Publications, 651-407-

1234, to start and stop the paper. News-

papers cannot be forwarded, so delivery is 

stopped if they are returned to the publisher. 

Don’t forget that each edition is available 

online if you are away from home at www.

presspubs.com/north_oaks

See Schedule – Page 8

It is noted that, as part of a decades-old 
trend, the less-well-off in terms of 
material possessions are steadily 

gaining access to a larger piece of the pie, 
while those at the top of the 

economic ladder are doing everything 
they can to remain in a dominant position.
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Now Is The Time to List Your Home!

  2015 Coldwell Banker Burnet.  All rights Reserved.  Coldwell Banker Burnet fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.  Operated by a subsidiary of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.  
Operated by subsidiary of NRT LLC.  Coldwell Banker  and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard.  It is not our 
intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully.

NorthOaksPrivateEstate.com

SALAdesignedHome.com

KristaWolter.com
612.247.5106

Trusted. Experienced.
North Oaks Specialist.

Krista Wolter

C

NorthOaksEstate.com

TwoStoryCharmer.com NorthOaksDream.com

NorthOaksHideAway.com NorthOaksCharmer.com

HomeOnPleasantLake.com

ExperienceNorthOaks.com

NO
W

PE
ND
ING

!

PINE TREE
APPLE ORCHARD

North of White Bear Lake
off  E. Hwy. 96 on Apple Orchard Rd.

OPEN DAILY THRU 
FEBRUARY

Apples of course, 
and Apple Cider 

and Apple Bakery.

www.pinetreeappleorchard.com

651-429-7202

New Winter 
Hours

Q. Do I need to remove the plastic windows 
from envelopes before adding them to my 
recycling bin?

A. No! This may have been the case once upon 
a time, but no more. Here are some other recent 
changes to what you might have been taught about 
recycling: 

• Toilet paper and paper towel tubes can now be 
recycled. 

• Pizza boxes can be recycled as long as you re-
move the plastic separator and white paper liner. 

• Cardboard roll cans (nuts, Pringles, etc.) can 
now be recycled.

• Do not crush your plastic bottles and leave the 
cap on. 

• Do not crush your aluminum cans.
• Leave metal lids on glass jars when possible.
• A quick rinse of  plastic, glass or metal contain-

ers is all that's needed; i.e. you don't have to scrape 
out every last ounce of  peanut butter!

Quick post-holiday note: Wrapping paper can be 
recycled, but NOT glitter or foil wrap. Be sure to fl at-
ten those boxes!

Licensed in
North Oaks

• Fast
• Dependable

• Insured

651-426-8660

TREE REMOVAL • TREE TRIMMING 
BRUSH AND BUCKTHORN REMOVAL

CALL NOW TO BE ON OUR  WINTER OAK TREE TRIMMING LIST

When you need us, we are here to help.

*Servicing all major brands 

Check our 
website 

for current 
promotions

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Serving the St. Paul and Surrounding Area

Call 651-426-5220 or visit 
www.krinkies.com

Free Estimate • 24/7 Emergency Service

FREE TRIP CHARGE 
With repair 

$89 value!
Expires 1/31/17

jjremodelers.com
info@jjremodelers.com

651-304-0810

Let us help 
you design 

your 
DREAM 

KITCHENPlease visit us at our Parade of 
Homes Remodelers Showcase #R50 
home this weekend!

Miss a month?
Miss a lot.

Get caught up at:

www.cityofnorthoaks.
com
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CITY  NOTES

City notes are derived from the City 
Council meeting on Dec. 8, 2016. Past 
City Council minutes and agendas can 
be found on the city website www.cityof-
northoaks.com.

Truth in taxation
Property taxes in North Oaks for 2017 

will only go up two percent as opposed 
to the originally discussed four percent 
increase. Mayor Mike Egelston said the 
city has an opportunity to reduce the 
increase to two percent because of  some 
bonds that have come in. The city is in fi s-
cally good shape and there are no major 
expenditures on the horizon.

Building inspector Greg Schmit
After 21 years of  service to the North 

Oaks community as its building inspec-
tor, Greg Schmit has retired. He was 
honored at the city council meeting in 
December. He began his career in North 
Oaks back in 1995 when he took over for 
Gunnar Peterson, the city’s previous 
building inspector. Schmit spent most of  
those years living in North Oaks with his 
wife Kathy and their two daughters. In 
retirement he will split his time between 
Minnesota, Colorado and Florida. 

 Deputy Mike Burrell’s Report
During the month of  November and 

the beginning of  December a few bigger 
incidents have occurred in North Oaks. 
Mail theft was reported in the Raven 
Road and Blue Jay Lane areas of  town. 
Five different houses had mail stolen. 
Fortunately two women were caught 
stealing mail.  Several pieces of  the mail 
that had been stolen were found in their 
car. Both women had long histories of  
criminal behavior and there were war-
rants out for their arrest. Both women 
are in prison now. It is the advice of  Dep-
uty Burrell that homeowners get secured 
mailboxes and pick up their mail every 
night. The mail theft occurred on Sun-
days when residents had left their mail in 
their mailboxes. Even though two wom-
en were caught, mail theft continues to be 
an issue.

Due to the recent snow, drivers in 
North Oaks have skidded off  the roads 
and actually drove over someone’s lawn 
due to speed. A sign was also hit and dam-
aged because the driver was driving too 
fast for conditions. The speed limit is 30 
mph all over North Oaks. Slippery roads, 
snow and speed are bad combinations. 
Please slow down.

Offi cer Burrell will be driving around 
town in a new patrol car that’s specifi c 
to North Oaks.  The vehicle will still say 
Ramsey County Sheriff  but it will also 
say North Oaks on the sides. It’s equipped 
with the latest and greatest technology 
and will be an asset not only for catching 

speeders but trespassers too.
If  you are a walker or runner you are 

encouraged to wear refl ective clothing 
or vests when doing these activities in 
the dark. There have been several “near 
misses” in which cars turning corners 
can’t see pedestrians walking or running 
because they are wearing dark clothing. 
Be seen and be safe.

If  residents are going out of  town and 
would like for Offi cer Burrell to do house 
checks while they are away they should 
contact him by phone at 651-239-9731 or 
email at michael.burrell@co.ramsey.
mn.us.

Paul Lesieur honored
Architectural Supervisory Commit-

tee chair and member of  the Planning 
Commission Paul Lesieur received the 
Certifi ed Master Inspector Award. All 
CMIs have completed at least 1,000 fee-
paid inspections and/or hours of  train-
ing and education combined. They abide 
by the inspection industry's toughest 
code of  ethics and all CMIs have complet-
ed professional education prior to being 
approved. 

Year-end city forester report
North Oaks city forester Mark Rehder 

reported that oak wilt and Dutch elm 
disease are down and no emerald ash 
borer has been detected in North Oaks 
yet. In 2015, 215 diseased trees were cut 
down. In 2016, the number is only 134 due 
to oak wilt. Rehder said he is happy the 
numbers are down. He went on to say 
that oak trees are worthy of  our preser-
vation. In regard to emerald ash borer, 
woodpeckers are great at fi nding it.  If  
you see “fl ecking” on the trees by wood-
peckers, make the forester aware. Wood-
pecker activity is one of  the more obvi-
ous symptoms of  EAB infestation and is 
particularly easy to see in late winter and 
early spring, before leaves emerge. Wood-
peckers pick away the bark, hunting for 
larvae overwintering inside the tree.

Rehder said the two scheduled brush 
pickup days in 2016 were successful. A 
lot of  buckthorn was removed from the 
woods and he hopes to see brush pick up 
days continued in the future.

A lot of  work had been done on the 
shoreline in 2016. VLAWMO offers grants 
for that kind of  work. The forester’s role 
is to be supportive of  the residents do-
ing shoreline restoration. Any shoreline 
work needs to have a permit and needs to 
be approved before it is done.

Dick Leonard
Editor

At the December City 
Council meeting two longtime 
residents and public servants 
were honored for years of  ser-
vice to North Oaks. Dick Hara, 
former NOHOA director and 
retiring planning commission 
member and Greg Schmidt, 
retiring after 21 years as city 
building and sewer inspector. 

Schmidt had the toughest 
job our city has and at a time 
when the city had the largest 
number of  homes built in 
any 20-year period. The city 
inspector approves all homes 
to be built. But then as the 
contractor starts construction 
the inspector must approve all 
phases of  the building, such 
as the footings, framing and 
not to mention the electrical 
and plumbing. Did the con-
tractor meet state codes and 
follow the approved plans? 
If  the house is two feet off  
center or electrical sockets 
in the wrong place guess who 
has to stop the project? Yes, 
the building inspector. At this 
time the owner is anxious to 
move in and the contractor 
wants to fi nish the job and get 
paid. Very ticklish situation, 
especially when City Council 
members and the mayor are 
getting calls from both the 
owner and contractor about 
this person that is causing 
all the delays.  Schmidt lived 
this life for 21 years as the city 
building inspector and not 
for one house, but at times for 
15 under construction at the 
same time.

Schmidt had great experi-
ence before accepting the job 
in North Oaks. He owned his 
own construction company in 
1975 and built homes, apart-
ment buildings and condos 
for over 18 years. In 1990 he 
received his Building Offi cial 
certifi cation and began con-
tracting with North St. Paul, 
Little Canada, St. Anthony, 
Lilydale and Mendota as their 
building inspector before 
starting with North Oaks. He 
assisted longtime inspector 
Gunnar Peterson in 1995 and 
became the building offi cial 
and sanitary inspector in 1998. 
North Oaks residents who had 
their homes inspected during 
Schmidt's reign knew that 
Schmidt applied the ordinanc-
es and codes evenly, fairly and 
competently no matter how 
important the owner or build-
er thought he was. Schmidt 
was fair. After one encounter 
with Schmidt every builder 
knew that he knew his stuff  
and you had better not argue 
with him or go over his head. 

The City Council members 
who granted this award to 
Schmidt remembered how 
home builders and contrac-
tors remarked how fair he was 
during his 21 years. Congrat-
ulations Greg on a job well 
done!

Hara was recognized after 
serving on the planning com-
mission since 2007, which 
meant 88 meetings. Worse 
than that he had to put up 
with three mayors, three city 
planners, three city engi-
neers, three city administra-
tors, two septic inspectors and 

one building offi cial. But that 
doesn’t tell the half  of  Hara's 
history. Many years ago in the 
neighborhood of  Deer Hills 
there was a feisty Hara who 
asked “Why isn’t Deer Hills in 
NOHOA?”  After all Deer Hills 
is in municipal boundaries 
of  North Oaks has two tennis 
courts, nice homes and well 
maintained streets. But their 
residents could not walk the 
trails, use the beach or drive 
on the private roads in North 
Oaks. Thus started about a 
fi ve-year negotiation between  
Hara and the then-president 
of  NOHOA Tom Welna. Hara 
moved into Deer Hills in 1989 
after a successful career at 
3M. He served on the board 
of  the Deer Hills Homeown-
ers Association and as pres-
ident for 12 years and in 2000 
there was a merger and Deer 
Hills became part of  NOHOA. 
Hara subsequently served on 
the NOHOA board for 4 years 
and in 2007 then-mayor Tom 
Watson  appointed him to the 
planning commission.

The plaque recognizing 
Dick for his service to the 
community reads in part,

“Be It Resolved that Dick 
Hara has done more than his 
fair share of  work keeping 
the City of  North Oaks as a 
wonderful and unique place 
to live, that he more than de-
serves his retirement and that 
the City Council thanks him 
for job well done. There is no 
need to say any more than 
to thank Dick ‘for a job well 
done.'”

Residents honored 
for years of service to 

NOHOA and city

Kimberly Murray
NOHOA Executive Director 

In recent years, NOHOA has used commit-
tees to engage wider participation of  mem-
bership in the decision making process. In 
2015, a committee helped to defi ne and de-
sign the new NOHOA brand identity, and in 
2016, the Parks and Recreation Committee 
conducted an extensive review of  the com-
munity’s recreational facilities and suggest-
ed potential projects for consideration in 
coming years. 

Some committees exist for a fi nite peri-
od of  time, while others have an ongoing 
charge to inform board decision-making and 
program implementation. Each January, as 
the NOHOA Board of  Directors begins a 
new leadership cycle, the existing commit-
tees are evaluated for continuation and re-
appointment, or dissolved, if  their work has 
been completed. 

As we evaluate the current committees, 
we would like to extend an invitation to the 
NOHOA membership (that’s you!) to become 
involved in our work by participating on a 
committee. New and continuing committees 
for 2017 are described below – please contact 
the NOHOA offi ce if  you would like to learn 
more or you are interested in being part of  
a committee. 

Architectural Supervisory Committee 
(ASC)
• Reviews applications and provides infor-

mation per member requests for exterior 
building or property improvements, new 
buildings, and other community renova-
tions

•  Meets every other Monday evening

Natural Environment Stewardship 
Team (NEST)
• Conducts planning and implementation 

activities that preserve, protect, maintain, 

restore or enhance the natural environ-
ment of NOHOA properties using methods 
that refl ect best practices, are sustainable, 
provide stability, and embrace the art of 
nature 

• Monthly meetings begin in January; 
sub-committee schedules as determined 
by groups

Finance Committee (Fincom)
• Advises and supports the board in estab-

lishing and implementing sound fi nancial 
and investment policies and internal con-
trols; work includes evaluation of invest-
ments, developing budgets or ensuring 
compliance with tax regulations

• This committee is not seeking new mem-
bers at this time but questions are wel-
come. 

Safety and Security Committee (will 
be renamed in 2017)
• Engages in awareness and oversight 

activities around private status of the 
North Oaks community; activities include 
twice-yearly vehicle identifi cation pro-
gram (VIP), evaluation and development 
of private road/trail markings; outreach/
education to members on ins-and-outs of a 
private community; committee will be re-
named in January 2017 to better represent 
its mission 

• Meets four to six times per year, as deter-
mined by group

In early 2017, NOHOA will establish a 
Governance Committee and a Capital 
Improvements Commit-
tee. Information will be 
shared regarding recruit-
ing for these committees 
once their charges have 
been defi ned by the board.

Committees defi ned

Submitted by the North Oaks Natural 

Resource Commission

Where does all that water go after a 

heavy rainstorm or when the snow melts? 

Obviously, some of  the water is absorbed 

by the ground and by plants. The rest 

eventually drains into surrounding wet-

lands, lakes, and streams, but it must get 

there via a watershed.

What is a watershed?

A watershed is all the land area that 

drains to a specific water resource, such 

as a lake or stream. All land masses 

feed into a body of  water, whether it 

feeds into the Mississippi River or your 

d Obviously, water can-
e
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Dale Severson is among this year’s class of  

inductees to the Minnesota Senior Sports As-

sociation’s Senior Sports Hall of  Fame. The 

awards banquet was held May 16. 

Severson is a 10-time international senior 

masters ski jumping champion. He also 

earned a silver medal in Nordic Combined 

(ski jumping and cross-country skiing) in 

international competition. Severson has 

guided blind skiers for 27 years in the Ski for 

Light race. He and his partner won the gold 

in that race in 2014. 

ather Severson has been an 

ftball

Submitted by the NOHA

After months of  planning, 

the North Oaks Community 

Fair is upon us and it promises 

new and exciting activities for 

all!
The day starts at 8:30 a.m. 

Saturday, May 30 with the 10K 

trail run around Pleasant Lake. 

Registration begins at 8 a.m. at 

the West Rec Area.

The parade begins at 11 a.m. 

at the intersection of  Raven 

Road and West Pleasant Lake 

Road and proceeds down West 

Pleasant Lake Road to the West 

Recreation Area. Lineup be-

gins at 10:30 a.m. New this year 

— a fl oat contest! Adults—drive 

your classic cars in the parade. 

Kids—decorate your bikes or 

yourselves and walk/ride in 

the parade! ReMax will have its 

hot air balloon basket in the pa-

rade. Not to be left out are our 

Sheriff ’s Department and Fire 

Department and their vehicles!  

This year’s carnival has 

games and infl atables for all, 

but that’s not all. There will 

also be face painting and, of  

course, the dog show, which 

begins at 11:30 a.m. New this 

year—a human zorb ball, pony 

rides and a photo booth!

There will also be a chil-

dren’s art show in the new West 

Rec Center! Come and see the 

new building and enjoy the art!  

We will have music! The Wa-

verly Garden Singers and For-

ever Rock will entertain you 

while you enjoy all that the 

Fair has to offer.

No carnival is complete 

without food, and we have 

many great choices! The NO-

HOA Board members will grill 

up hamburgers and hot dogs. 

Edina Realty will again spon-

sor tacos in a bag. Eibensteiner 

Realty Group (ReMax Results) 

will sponsor ice cream treats. 

Otis Concessions will have 

corn dogs, chicken bites, fresh 

French fries, cheese curds, 

pickle on a stick, mini-donuts, 

snocones, cotton candy and 

other great carnival fare.    

You won’t want to miss this 

wonderful family-friendly 

event! So come and visit your 

neighbors, have some lunch, 

let the children run and play, 

and enjoy all the activities the 

North Oaks Community Fair 

has to offer! See you at the Fair!

Children sprint across the grassy fi eld during 2014’s Kids’ Races at the Community Fair.
— Submitted Photo

Severson named to Senior 

Sports Hall of Fame
Watershed 101

Community Fair – It’s here!
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The gentleman known as 

“Minnesota’s premier public 

historian,” Hyman Berman, is 

the featured speaker Friday, May 

8 at the Hill Farm Historical So-

ciety annual Spring Dinner.

His talk, titled “James J. Hill, 

Immigration and the Industrial 

Revolution,” highlights many 

facets of  St. 
Paul’s past.B e r m a n 

is a frequent 
commenta-

tor on TPT’s 
award-win-

ning “Alma-
nac” and is 

the creator 
of  the award-

winning documentaries “St. 

Paul’s Past” and “Minneapolis’ 

Past.” He has been a contribu-

tor to The New York Times, Wall 

Street Journal, Washington 

Post, USA Today, Pioneer Press 

and Star Tribune. Berman has 

a distinguished academic career 

in history at the University of  

Minnesota, a career that began 

in 1961. In 2004, he was named 

Professor Emeritus. He is fore-

most a teacher and proudest 

when he can make historical 

scholarship available to the gen-

eral public.

n

that you pically ction. ants, big 
er 

Do you have perennials 

that are in need of  dividing 

and that you’d like to donate? 

Please call Chris Lidberg at 

612-718-5957, and she’ll set up a 

time to get that done. We truly 

appreciate all the plants that 

are donated and are pleased 

to announce that once again 

we have peonies donated fro

he garden of  Sharon S

Ann Christiansen
tor

wonderful to feel springtime in the 

t in time for your spring cleaning, 

ospital’s North Oaks Guild II will 

onations from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

at the West Recreation Center, 

Lake Road. Donations will be 

mmer, then sorted and pre-

mmage Sale held Sept. 19 

and 20 at the Shoreview Arena.

Proceeds from the sale are donated to the 

Children’s Hospital Association of  Minnesota 

(CHA) and used to support programs that are 

not covered by the hospital’s annual budget.

Your donations of  clothing, household items 

and furniture are essential for the guild’s suc-

cess in supporting the very important work of  

Children’s Hospital. There is a special need for 

children’s items due to increased requests for 

Members of North Oaks Guild II sort donations during the annual spring donation drop-

f  These items are then stored until set-up for the Sept. 19 and 20 rummage sale at the 

review Ice Arena.

— Submitted Photo

See Rummage – Page 3

See Speaker – Page 2

See

b plant sale Saturday, May 9!

s at the May 9 plant sale will help solve Moth-

g quandaries.
— Submitted Photo

Historian Hyman Berman 

featured speaker 

at HFHS dinner 

Do your spring cleaning now! 

Rummage sale spring donation 

drop-off day is May 16

Hyman Berman

mmer hours set
City Hall summer hours are 

Monday through Thursday 

n on Friday. These hours 

4.

and 
mittee’s parks and needs you! on the mmittee ts and 
ing 

Community Fair is 

Saturday, May 30!

Mark your calendars! The 

Community Fair is on Sat-

urday, May 30! This North 

Oaks tradition promises 

a full day of  fun activities 

for the entire family. Once 

again, we are partnering 

with community member

and sponsors who

ously contribut

and monda

It’s getting 
closer!
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We Care Every Day in Every Way
 Relationship-based  Reliable

 Responsive  Trustworthy

Select your caregiver from our experienced staff !
• 1 to 24 Hour Care
• Errands/Shopping
• Meal Preparation 
• Light Housekeeping

• Hygiene Assistance
• Medication Management
• Flexible: we adjust to 

fi t your schedule

• Personal Care
• Companion Care
• Respite Care
• Partner with Hospice

Call for a FREE in-home consultation.
651-633-4487

Th ere’s no place
like home. 

It’s the most wonderful time of  the year
The North Oaks Social Club held its an-

nual Progressive Dinner on Dec. 3.  This 
event is held every December and is one 
of  the most popular events in the NOSC 
calendar.  Everyone participating meets 
at one home for appetizers, breaks off  and 
goes to  a designated host home for dinner 
and then all gather back together at a des-

sert home.  The North Oaks Social Club is 
a great way to meet other residents in the 
community in a relaxed and fun environ-
ment.  For more information contact Jen-
ny Landon at Info@northoakssocialclub.
com or 612-940-6775.

— Submitted by Kathy Laur

— Photo Submitted

Stefanie & Dave Doran, Melissa & Steve Bertling.

— Photo Submitted

Angie & Travis Hedlung, Chris Landon, Ben Peltier.

— Photo Submitted

Peter and Beth Fruehling, Tim and Jennifer Getsay, Kaye and Claire Abel, Greg and 
Brooke Moore, Kevin and Raina Ferzoco.

651-407-1200
www.northoaksnews.com

4778 Banning Avenue
White Bear Lake, MN 55110

651-426-8998
www.WhiteBearSmiles.com

White Bear Smiles 

2016 & Angie’s List 2016 & Angie’s List 
Super Service Super Service 
Award 2015Award 2015

“New Dentist Aft er 27 Years”
“I had been going to the same dentist for 27 years so it was very hard to change. I had brought 

my aunt to White Bear Smiles and she loves Dr. Anderson so I made an appointment for myself. 

Dr. Anderson and staff  are fabulous! I was so impressed with all of their high tech equipment! 

My comfort was #1 to them. It was very nice to be able to go to someone I trusted and liked as 

much as my old dentist. Th ank you all!!” -Robin

 
us! Our patients give us GREAT reviews!u

No Insurance? No Problem!
Our Membership Program has you covered

$189/yr. Adults • 2 Cleanings (healthy gums)

Unltd. exams • Unltd. x-rays

Fluoride Treatment

All other services discounted. Call for details!
Drs. Anderson, Jacobson and Team

 Celebrating 25 years in WBL!

Happy New Year!

Kathy Diffl  eyShelley & Jim Diffl  ey
651-639-6418 651-639-6308

Happy Holidays
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Purpose: The purpose of this policy and 
procedure is to preserve and protect the 
shoreland owned by NOHOA and to address 
the conditions on which NOHOA may allow 
modifi cation to its shoreland property and 
the placement of structures such as docks 
and steps on its shoreland property. 

Effective Date: This policy and pro-
cedure has been adopted by the NOHOA 
Board of Directors and is effective as of 
Jan. 1, 2017.  

Defi nitions: 
• ASC stands for the Architectural Super-

visory Committee. 
• ASC Consultant is the point of contact 

person for the ASC. 
• City Forester is the point of contact per-

son for the City of North Oaks’ Shoreland 
Ordinance. 

• Landscape Modifi cations refers to any 
modifi cations in the shoreland owned by 
NOHOA including, without limitation, 
any change of grade or vegetation to NO-
HOA shoreland property. 

• Member refers to a NOHOA member own-
ing property located in North Oaks and 

adjacent to NOHOA shoreland property. 
• NOHOA Shoreland Property refers to 

real property owned by NOHOA and locat-
ed along or adjacent to any lake or other 
body of water in North Oaks.  

• Structure(s) refers to any structure, in-
cluding, without limitation, dock, steps, 
stairs, patio, fence, playset, etc. placed on 
NOHOA Shoreland Property. 

• Shoreland Ordinance§153.052 is the 
identifi er for the City of North Oaks’ 
Shoreland Ordinance.

Policy:  NOHOA is responsible for the 
stewardship, conservation and mainte-
nance of the NOHOA shoreland property. 
This includes, without limitation, all of the 
shoreland along Pleasant Lake, a large por-
tion of shoreland along Deep Lake, and sec-
tions of shoreland along Charley Lake and 
Lake Gilfi llan. 

NOHOA members have the right of use 
of NOHOA trails along the NOHOA shore-
land property but no member has the right 
to make landscape modifi cations or install 
structures without compliance with this 
policy and procedure. 

 NOHOA’s stewardship overlaps with that 

of the city of North Oaks and its Shoreland  
Ordinance §153.052. 

Procedure:         
• No landscape modifi cation or installation 

of any structure by members is allowed 
unless that member fi rst contacts the 
ASC, which may require that the member 
submit an ASC application.

• Members who have already completed 
landscape modifi cations or installation 
of any structure must contact the ASC 
for a determination as to whether an ASC 
application is needed per each member’s 
individual circumstances.

• Members who have or are intending to 
add or remove vegetation near the shore-
land surrounding any lake, or other body 
of water in North Oaks, must submit an 
application for shoreland alteration to the 
city forester (available from the city of 
North Oaks) and be granted permission 
for the alteration by both a city and a NO-
HOA representative.

• Members are strongly encouraged to in-
stall handrails for any steps and landings.

• Docks and other non-permanent struc-
tures that extend into the lake must be 

removed from the NOHOA shoreland 
property over the winter and stored on 
the member’s property so as not to inter-
fere with either the use or maintenance of 
the trail.  

• All members with structures placed on 
NOHOA shoreland property must include 
NOHOA as an “additional insured” on 
their homeowner’s insurance policy, un-
der policy limits and other terms accept-
able to NOHOA. Proof of the insurance 
coverage must be presented annually to 
NOHOA for verifi cation. 

• Any time a title is transferred by a mem-
ber for a property adjacent to a NOHOA 
shoreland property with an approved 
structure, a new “additional insured” ver-
ifi cation is required by the new member. 

• Noncompliance with this policy and pro-
cedure may result in a violation and fi ne 
assessment to the member, and removal of 
the structure by NOHOA 
at the member’s expense. 

Policy and procedures for shoreland property owned by NOHOA

by Dick Leonard
Editor

Waverly Gardens
November and December were busy 

months for Waverly residents. Operation 
Christmas Child was over the top. This 
is a program that started in 2007 when 30 
shoe boxes were fi lled with toys. This year 
over 500 shoeboxes were fi lled and will 
be added to all the shoeboxes gathered 
from 22 Presbyterian Homes in the Twin 
Cities area. They will be added to all the 
boxes collected across the  countries.Res-
ident Ann Gibson and staff  member Jeff  
Vandersteen organized and coordinated 
the activities.  Every box was carefully 
checked at the distribution centers across 
the country and then shipped around the 
world.

Fifth annual variety show
Another noteworthy event in November 

was the annual “Talent” Show. Residents 
with talent and others without talent en-
tertain nearly 300 residents with song, 
jokes (Dewey Waters), “Casey at the Bat” 
by venerable Chuck Dietz, readings by the 
ageless Coralie Richie called “Blue Eyed 
Lutefi sk,” music by the Sawdusters who 
practice in their wood shop in the garage 
and the return of  “Effi e”. All sang “Let Us 
Call You Effi e” played by the Sawdusters 
accompanied by master musician Mary 
Leonard to conclude this entertaining two 
hours.   

Musical Duets Program
This was a fabulous program presented 

by Sigma Alpha Iota International Mu-
sic Fraternity, St. Paul Alumni Chapter. 
Musicians were Elizabeth Nordling and 

Katherine Majkrzak with Sylvia Wilson 
playing the piano, Judith Ranheim on 
fl ute and Kitty Eliason on harp. Songs 
from “The Marriage of  Figaro,” “Lakme,” 
as well as the songs “Sisters” and “Bosom 
Buddies” were sung by Nordling and Ma-
jkrzak while  Ranheim and Eliason played 
sonatas, Medieval dances and other select-
ed movements. Founded in 1903, Sigma Al-
pha Iota is an organization that promotes 
interaction among those who share a com-
mitment to music. Members of  SAI are 
active in all areas of  community music 
and community life, working closely with 
higher education and community groups, 
music professionals and patrons.

Christmas concert
The 2016 Christmas program was per-

formed by more than 35 members of  the 
choir and highlighted by eight soloists, a 
triple trio and a duet. All were fabulous 
as they charmed the audience with holi-
day songs. Old time memorial songs such 
as “Our Day of  Joy Is Here Again,” “It 
Came Upon a Midnight Clear” to “Angels 
We Have Heard on High.” Highlights of  
the program included a violin soloist, Jim 
Lienhard, when he played “The Birthday 
of  a King” and the choir’s songs from Han-
del’s “Messiah” where typical audience 
standing took place during the “Hallelu-
jah Chorus.” The 35-plus choir was started 
by Helen Olson four years ago with barely 
a handful of  singers. It has grown since 
then because of  her leadership and musi-
cal skills in directing, selection of  music 
and most of  all by making participation 
in the Waverly Singers just plain fun. She 
played the piano for a medley of  songs 
from around the world including Norway, 
Germany, Ukraine and Spain.  

News from the Neighborhood

— Photo Submitted
Judy Ranheim (left) and Kitty Eliason.

— Photo Submitted

Dean Boyum.

— Photo Submitted
Lee Troske as “Effi e.”
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By Paul Dickson
Hill Farm Historical Society

I saw an article in the Pioneer Press recently about 
Mississippi River pollution, noting the presence of  
microfi bers and microbeads in the water. A statement 
in the article said “In 1926, a survey found two living 
fi sh between St. Anthony Falls and the Hastings Dam – 
two fi sh!” she said. “We nearly killed off  our bald eagle 
population. And the river was so polluted that it had 
virtually no mussels.” 

It got me thinking about how important Charles 
Gilfi llan and his St. Paul Water Company were in the 
history of  St. Paul and North Oaks. One can speculate 
that had he not taken the initiative to acquire the land 
to secure these water rights, there might not have been 
a North Oaks Farm or a city called North Oaks. The 
land we live on could just be part of  the surrounding 
communities of  Shoreview, Lino Lakes, Vadnais 
Heights or White Bear Township. So I thought our 
residents might be interested in a bit of  history about 
this major character in the history of  our community.

Background: For more than two decades following 
the Civil War, the problem of  providing St. Paul with 
an adequate supply of  good water consumed much of  
Gilfi llan’s thought, time and energy, and it was in the 
attainment of  this goal that he left what is perhaps his 
most enduring legacy. The water question dated back 
almost to the infancy of  the city. On Christmas Day, 
1851, editor James M. Goodhue took note in the Pioneer 
of  the considerable trouble and expense involved 
during cold weather in securing water in many parts 
of  St. Paul. Wells were few, and water, when available, 
cost ten cents a barrel to be hauled to one’s door.

St. Paul’s population in 1880 was 41,473, and it was 
evident that increased water facilities would soon 
be needed. Some citizens felt that a water company 
should be a publicly owned enterprise, and there 
was considerable discussion as to what the city’s 
best course of  action would be. Should it purchase 
the plant of  the existing water company or should 
it construct new works?When negotiations between 
the Water Company and St. Paul began, all the stock 
of  the former—2,500 shares—was in the hands of  the 
Gilfi llan brothers; 2,400 shares held by Charles and 
the remaining hundred by James. The transfer took 
place on Aug. 10, 1882, the city paying $37,000  in cash 
and $313,000 in four percent bonds and assuming the 
company’s bonded indebtedness. 

The North Oaks connection: Included in the 
purchase were “certain rights of  fl owage and drainage 
upon the private lands of  C. D. Gilfi llan in White Bear 
and “Mounds View Towns”(note; this is what became 
James J. Hill’s North Oaks Farm when he purchased 
the land from Gilfi llan in 1883). Thereafter, control 
was vested in the Board of  Water Commissioners, 
appointed by the judges of  the district court. Elected 
fi rst president of  the new board was Gilfi llan, who 
served as a commissioner until December 1887.

Somewhat ancillary to his main task of  constructing 
a water system for St. Paul was the purchase by Gilfi llan, 
between late 1876 and December 1880, of  some 3,000 
acres of  land to the north of  the city in Townships 30 
North, Ranges 22 and 23 West. His purpose, according 
to his friend Caulfi eld, was to control and protect the 
future water supply of  the city, as well as to protect 
the company “from claims for damages for alleged 
fl ooding of  meadows, principally by parties who did 
not own the land.” 

Practically all of  this land was purchased from 
nonresidents, some of  them no doubt speculators 
awaiting a rise in values. Included within the limits of  
Gilfi llan’s acquisition were Pleasant, Wilkinson, Deep 

and Charles lakes. Although 
farmers had been cutting 
hay on the land without 
payment or permit, some 
were apparently not backward 
about claiming damages from 
the water company. 

In one instance a farmer who 
had cut hay but not removed 
it was most insistent that 
damages be paid him because 
of  fl ooding. Gilfi llan, who was 
at the very time negotiating 
with the owner of  the land for 
its purchase, sent the latter a 
blank bill of  sale for all hay on 

the property along with the deed, both of  which were 
executed and returned. When the farmer called upon 
Gilfi llan to secure fi nal adjustment of  the damage 
claim, he was faced instead with the bill of  sale for the 
hay. His consternation, if  not his embarrassment, was 
immediately apparent. As the story goes, Gilfi llan had 
a bit of  fun with the fellow, then allowed him, free of  
charge, to have the hay. 

After acquiring the land, Gilfi llan, without 
compensation, gave the water company “the right to 
control the water in the lake and also the right to enter 
upon any of  the lands for the purpose of  constructing 
conduits, etc.” These rights, which have since proved 
of  great value to the city of  St. Paul, remained 
inviolate when the area passed out of  his hands. 
There was also a provision in the sale that prevents 
the city from using revenue from the water sales for 
anything but the water department. Many cities used 
water department revenue for other city services to 
the detriment of  water service.  Also, Gilfi llan paid for 
some improvements at no cost to the water department 
just prior to selling, which led Caulfi eld to commenting 
what a fair deal it was.

The Mississippi River connection: To ensure an 
adequate supply of  water for the growing city, the 
Mississippi River water was fi rst used to augment the 
water supply for St. Paul in 1925 with the construction 
of  a pumping station on the Mississippi River and 
laying a 60 inch conduit for 8 miles along county road 
J to Charlie Lake on the North Oaks Farm. A second 
culvert was laid along the fi rst in 1959 to expand its 
capacity. An average of  32 million gallons a day was 
pumped into this system 2005. Thirty two million 
gallons a day sounds like a lot of  water but it is but 
a drop in the bucket when compared to the mighty 
Mississippi’s average water fl ow. At Lake Itasca, the 
average fl ow rate is only six cubic feet (49 gallons) per 
second. At Upper St. Anthony Falls, the northern most 
lock and dam, the average fl ow rate is 12,000 cubic feet 
per second or 89,869 gallons per second. That equates 
to 5,392,140 gallons per minute 7,764,681,600 gallons per 
day. So you can see that the St. Paul water system uses 
just under six minutes of  the total fl ow of  the river 
each 24 hour period. 

Today the St. Paul system provides an average of  40 
million gallons a day to its 425,000 customers so you 
can see the Mississippi River is an essential source of  
water, providing 80 percent of  the St. Paul water supply. 
Ultimately much of  that is returned to the river via the 
Metropolitan Wastewater Treatment Plan which can 
process up to 251 million gallons of  waste water a day 
from the metro area, which once processed returns to 
the Mississippi south of  St Paul.

Learn more at the National Park Service website 
at www.nps.gov/miss/riverfacts.htm and the St. 
Paul Water Services website at www.stpaul.gov/
departments/saint-paul-regional-water-services.

MARK N. MILLER

1255 Gun Club Road 
White Bear Lake,

MN 55110
Offi ce: 651-998-9822 
Direct: 651-383-8335 

For many retired Americans, 
the largest fi nancial risk is the 
cost of  health care- either in 
a hospital or long-term care 
provided in a facility or at 
home. A number of  insurance 
companies offer contracts that 
can reduce these risks, but the 
cost of  the insurance coverage 
can be very high. Prior to 
retirement, the risks and the 
cost of  the insurance should 
be considered within the total 
fi nancial strategy. Securities 
offered through LPL Financial. 
Member FINRA/SIPC.

CFP® MSFS

www.NorthOaksFS.comwww.NorthOaksFS.com

ASK THE EXPERT
WE WANT YOUR ADVICE! 

Call or Email Leanne Swanson: 
(651) 407-1223 • northoaks@presspubs.com

FINANCIAL ADVICE
 What are my biggest fi nancial 
risks in retirement?

The right to participate in sports and competitive athletics is 
more than an issue of  fair play—it’s a matter of  human rights. 
In 1972, Title IX of  the Education Amendments became law, 
transforming sports opportunities for girls and women in the 
U.S. “Playing for Equity,” a book by Diane LeBlanc and Allys 
Swanson, documents that historical struggle.

Based on oral histories, this book chronicles Title IX’s impact 
through the stories of  eight women physical educators, coaches, 
Olympic athletes and administrators. They recall the experi-
ence of  being female in the mid–20th century, their infl uential 
teachers and mentors and their work to create opportunities.

The eight narratives reveal gender, race and class inequity in 
higher education and athletics and describe how women leaders 
worked through sports to make women’s rights human rights.

About the authors:
Diane LeBlanc, professor of  interdisciplinary studies at St. 

Olaf  College in Northfi eld, Minnesota, directs the writing pro-
gram and teaches writing and gender studies. Allys Swanson, 
professor emerita of  exercise and sport sciences at Saint Cath-
erine University in St. Paul, Minnesota, conducted more than 
30 oral histories during her 46-year career. She was the athletic 
director and tennis coach and has served as chair of  the physi-
cal education and later exercise and sport sciences departments. 
Swanson was a North Oaks resident for several years before 
moving to Blaine.

 Submitted by Ann Haas

Author of 
history of Title 
IX book has 
North Oaks 
connection

— Photo Submitted
Portrait of Charles 
Gilfillan circa 1880.
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City briefs

Kick off your 2016 holiday season    
in a winter wonderland!

By Kathy Carlson
“People come from all over the region 

to attend the North Oaks Holiday Home 
Tour and Boutique to kick off  their holiday 
season. We hope everyone will join us this 
year for the Winter Wonderland Home Tour 
and Boutique, which will be a fun event to 

raise money for a great cause — Children’s 
Hospital and Clinics of  Minnesota” said 
Kathy Carlson, President of  North Oaks 
Children’s Hospital Association Guild 1.

North Oaks Guild 1 continues its 
longstanding tradition of  hosting this annual 
event the weekend before Thanksgiving 

on Friday, Nov. 18 and Saturday, Nov. 19. 
Guests are transported to the homes by bus 
from the North Oaks Golf  Club, 54 East 
Oaks Road, North Oaks, MN. Buses depart 
throughout the day. This year’s event, entitled 
"Home for the Holidays," features tours of  
three beautiful North Oaks homes, each 

November MeetingsNovember Meetings
• Agendas available online •

CITY OF NORTH OAKS
100 Village Center Drive Suite 230

651-792-7750

www.cityofnorthoaks.com
City Council meeting:

7 p.m. Thursday, November 10
Natural Resources 

Commission meeting:
7 p.m. Thursday,November 17

NORTH OAKS HOME OWNERS’ 
ASSOCIATION (NOHOA)

100 Village Center Drive Suite 240

651-792-7765

www.nohoa.org
NOHOA Board meeting:
 7 p.m. Thursday, November 3

Architectural Supervisory 
Committee meeting:

 Meet in the NOHOA offi ce 6:30 p.m. Mondays, 
November 14 and 28

All other meetings held in the 
Community Meeting Room

100 Village Center Drive, Suite 150

NOHOA BOARD 
CANDIDATE
On page 4-5.

Community 
Announcements
See more on page 8.

Newcomers 
Meeting at the 
North Oaks golf 
course.
On page 13.

Police Reports
See more on page 16.

Donations sought 
as new library 
nears completion
See more on page 20.

Start the 
North Oaks News
If your neighbors aren’t receiving the 
North Oaks News, ask them to call 
the circulation department at Press 
Publications, 651-407-1234, to 
start and stop the paper. Newspapers 
cannot be forwarded, so delivery is 
stopped if they are returned to the 
publisher. Don’t forget that each 
edition is available online if you are 
away from home at www.presspubs.
com/north_oaks

See Winter wonderland – Page 10

Bows and 
Boughs brings 
holiday cheer 
to North Oaks
The North Oaks Garden Club is 

preparing for the arrival of  the greens 
for the annual Bows and Boughs event 
and tradition. With the help of  the 
community, the North Oaks Garden 
Club makes and hangs boughs on 
each and every residential street sign 
within North Oaks in time for the 
holiday season.

We invite you to join us in helping to 
make and hang the evergreen swags. 
This is a great opportunity to visit 
with friends, meet new people and join 
in on helping to display some holiday 
cheer within the community. We 
welcome your entire family.  

On Sunday, Nov. 13 at 12:30 p.m., we 
will meet at the Blacksmith’s Shop, 
the James J. Hill farm site, located on 
Red Barn Road. Surrounded by the 
beautiful aroma of  evergreens, we will 

See Bows and Boughs – Page 16

Part of the decorations from the Home for the Holidays of North Oaks Home Tour and Holiday Boutique.
— Submitted Photo

North Oaks Rummage Sales

Dozens of volunteers help out at this year’s North Oaks Rummage Sale looking forward to seeing you 
at next year’s sale Sept. 16-17, 2017 all for the benefi t of Minnesota Children Hospital Association.

— Submitted PhotoNEWS
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MISSING WOMAN: Remains found in North Dakota, suspect charged PAGE 6A
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Grace Watkins will star as Clara in Ballet Minnesota’s 
performance of “The Classic Nutcracker” in St. Paul 
Dec. 16 to 18.

Local teen stars 
in ‘Nutcracker’

BY SARA MARIE MOORE
EDITOR

VADNAIS HEIGHTS — Grace Watkins, 13, 
dances about 20 to 30 hours a week.

For years, she has performed in Ballet Min-
nesota's “The Classic Nutcracker” during the 
Christmas season.

“I have performed in this ‘Nutcracker’ for 
many years – since I was 7,” Grace said. She has 
played several parts in the show, including a 

SEE NUTCRACKER, PAGE 8A 

‘Amazing Grace’ for 3 Mounds View High School girls
BY SARA MARIE MOORE

EDITOR

ARDEN HILLS — “Stronger than the power of the 
grave, constant through the trial and the change, one 
thing remains, one thing remains: Your love never 
fails…” sang Mounds View High School students at a 
vigil Dec. 1 for two students killed in a car crash that 
morning, and one who remained in the hospital. 

The vigil, organized by students, included the song, 
“One Thing Remains,” by Bethel Music, “Amazing 
Grace,” “Somewhere Over the Rainbow,” and “When 

You’re Gone,” by Avril Lavigne, among others.
Principal Jeff Ridlehoover spoke briefl y to the 

community gathering of about 200 people gathered to 
pay tribute to the lives of Bridget Giere and Stephanie 
Carlson, both juniors, and give hope for the recovery 
of Sammy Redden.

“Sometimes tragedy and sadness prompt love and 
togetherness,” he said.

Students were encouraged to wear blue at school the 
next day, a favorite color of the girls, a student repre-
sentative said. Students were also encouraged to write 
messages on paper stretched on the walls to the two 

girls who died.
“Once a Mustang, always a Mustang,” said the stu-

dent representative.
Students also wrote messages to the fellow student, 

also a junior, who remains hospitalized.
“Sammy, your whole school is here for you, keep 

fi ghting,” wrote one student in pink marker.
“Bridget, you were such a beautiful soul and you 

will truly be missed,” wrote another student.
“Stephanie, your soul of sunshine will be treasured 

SEE MOUNDS VIEW, PAGE 8A 

Abigail and Madison Pilla visit with Santa during the annual PJs with Santa event in Vadnais Heights Friday, Dec. 2. Along with 
visits with Santa, the event at the Vadnais Heights Commons also featured games, treats, face painting and a puppet show.

PAUL DOLS | PRESS PUBLICATIONS

PJs with Santa

CChew Safely this 
HHoliday Season … 
from the dentists at 

3001 Hwy 61 N., 3001 Hwy 61 N., Maplewood, MN 55109Maplewood, MN 55109

  651-483-2601 • www.venburgtire.com651-483-2601 • www.venburgtire.com

Purchase a new set of Cooper 
Tires in the month of December 

and you will automatically 
be entered in a drawing for a 
chance to win 2 Wild Tickets, 

Jan 26, 2017 vs St Louis Blues!
Sect. 123 - Row 2 - Seats 1 & 2

In your neighborhood for 70 yearsIn your neighborhood for 70 years
“Ask me about 

our Furnace & A/C 

specials” Gas Furnace Tune Up
$99.00

Includes CO Check
EXP.12-31-16
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Citizens’ Academy participants 
graduate as a team 

BY SHANNON GRANHOLM 
EDITOR 

Driving a fi re truck, conducting a traffi c stop and 
turning a car into a convertible (car extrication) 
are just some of the many things the six graduates 
of the fi rst Citizens’ Academy can check off their 
“bucket list.” 

The eight-week academy, which was a joint effort 

between the Centennial Lakes Police Department 
(CLPD), Lexington Fire Department (LFD) and 
Centennial Fire District (CFD), began Oct. 5 
and culminated with a graduation ceremony 
Wednesday, Dec. 7. 

The graduates included Michael Giovinazzo, 
Tracy Jordi, Greg Lucid, Chuck Ogden, Chandra 

SEE CITIZENS’ ACADEMY, PAGE 3

Post-vote survey points 
to high property taxes for 

election thumbs down
BY TAYA BANJAC

CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

According to a new post-election survey, the ma-
jority of residents of the Centennial School District 
rate public schools as excellent or great, but low 
turnout rates and high taxes contributed to the re-
jection of a November referendum that would have 
increased education revenue.

During the Centennial School Board meeting on 
Dec. 5, board members expressed frustration while 
discussing a post-election survey to determine what 
factors caused voters to turn down parts of a ref-
erendum that would have increased the education 
revenue and capital levy of the Centennial School 
District. 

Researchers surveyed 250 people over the sum-
mer in three distinct demographics: parent voters, 
parent nonvoters and non-parent voters. 

According to the survey, current high property 
taxes and a lack of priority among young residents 
played a crucial role.

Forty percent of nonvoters were 34 years old 
and younger, making millennial parents among 
the least likely to go out and vote. But the statistic 
didn’t surprise researchers, according to Peter 
Leatherman, chief executive offi cer of Morris 
Leatherman Company, the research company that 
put together the survey. 

“It follows this troubled pattern that we see 
across the metro of just the lack of engagement with 
millennial parents in coming out to vote in special 
elections,” said Leatherman. He added it’s been a 
common pattern for the past three to fi ve years in 
the metro area.

SEE POST-VOTE SURVEY, PAGE 9

Circle Pines acquires a piece of history 
BY SHANNON GRANHOLM 

EDITOR 

CIRCLE PINES — A key piece of 
Circle Pines history has returned 
home, hopefully this time for good.  
At the Dec. 13 council meeting, the 
city offi cially bought back its very 
fi rst fi re truck, a 1929 Ford Model A.

Former Fire Chief Jerry Streich 
(2008-2914) purchased the truck from 
the city for $1,000 in 2013. At that 
time, the city was storing the truck 
in the basement of City Hall, but after 
the Centennial Food Shelf moved 

in, the space was needed for storage. 
Streich was sold the truck with the 
condition that if he ever decided 
to sell it, he had to give the city the 
option to buy it back. 

“We feel it is important for the city 
of Circle Pines and Centennial Fire 
District to preserve its history.  It's 
not very often you are able to keep 
an antique truck like this in such 
good shape,” said City Administrator 
Patrick Antonen. “Also, we are lucky 
to have a group of skilled fi refi ght-
ers who are willing to devote time to 
the upkeep of this truck.” SEE CIRCLE PINES HISTORY, PAGE 24

SHANNON GRANHOLM | PRESS PUBLICATIONS

Citizens' Academy participant Tracy Jordi gets congratulated for graduating from the program from Centennial Fire 
District Chief Harlan Lundstrom, Centennial Lakes Police Department (CLPD) Chief James Coan and CLPD Lt. Russell 
Blanck. The graduation ceremony was held Wednesday, Dec. 7. 

SHANNON GRANHOLM  | PRESS PUBLICATIONS

Retired fi refi ghter Basil Guggisberg poses for a photo in 
front of a 1929 Ford Model A fi re truck. The Model A was 
purchased in 1950, after the offi  cial start of the Circle 
Pines Fire Department. 

“I believe it will boost morale.  
Firefi ghters love fi re trucks and 
what’s better than having the 

one that the department started 
with.  It shows how far trucks have 

advanced. It’s a piece of history, 
it’s our roots.”

Harlan Lundstrom
CFD Chief

Add to home screen
Touch to add to home screen

Bookmarked 
for your local 

community news

NHHOLLM

inngg a
e (ccae 
gs tthg
caann can n c

icch wicch w

FForty percent orcent ot ofoofFortyy perrceent
and youngerunger, mger, mamakand youunngeer ak

yy ty toto 
e rse ree
cchhiiechhi
oommC m

hhee ss
hhiss t
trooo o
rreennt
idd LLe
errnn n fn f
aaaa.

SSESEE EEE E PP

yy ordy Joy
ennteen
wa has h

Your best source for community information! 
Also can be receive on your mobile device

Your Local 
Community News

1

2
3

4

www.presspubs.comStep:

North Oaks and the St. Paul 
water system



January 2017   North Oaks News ~ 15  15  
www.northoaksnews.com

Crossword

SUNRISE / SUNSET

Weather tidbits
Brought to you by WeathermanWatson.comWeathermanWatson.com

Sudoku

“Someone is sitting in the shade 
today because someone planted a 

tree a long time ago. “
-Warren Buff ett

Frank Watson is a local Meteorologist who operates a weather station in 
White Bear Lake. Weather data and observation are from his weather 
station and trips around the area. Frank can be found on the internet at 
WeathermanWatson.com.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Employee stock ownership plan
  5. Teaspoon
  8. Type of IRA
11. Restore courage
13. Pet Detective Ventura
14. Discount
15. Where rockers play
16. Light Armored Reconn-
aissance (abbr.)
17. Computer manufacturer
18. Nomadic people
20. Liquefi ed natural gas
21. Steps leading to a river
22. Benign tumors
25. In an early way
30. Type of wall
31. Pop folk singer Williams
32. Greek Titaness
33. Expresses purpose
38. Type of school
41. Least true
43. Delighted
45. Church building
47. Replacement worker
49. A sign of assent
50. Semitic gods
55. Ancient kingdom near Dead Sea
56. Partly digested food
57. Fevers
59. Genus of trees
60. Midway between east and south-
east
61. Jewish spiritual leader
62. Gallivant
63. Hideaway
64. Source

CLUES DOWN
  1. Major division of time
  2. Withered

  3. Portends good or evil
  4. Single sheet of glass
  5. More long-legged
  6. Scrutinized
  7. Archway in a park
  8. Oliver __, author
  9. Ancient Greek City
10. Type of shampoo
12. __ King Cole
14. Adventure story
19. Satisfy
23. Disappointment
24. Evergreen shrub
25. Parts per thousand (abbr.)
26. Young snob (Brit.)
27. Midway between northeast and 
east
28. Chinese surname
29. Poplar trees (Spanish)
34. Electron scanning microscope
35. Actor DiCaprio
36. Equal (prefi x)
37. Cartoon Network
39. Revealed
40. Remove lice
41. Supervises interstate commerce
42. Whale ship captain
44. Baited
45. Bleated
46. Swedish rock group
47. Air pollution
48. Carbonated drink
51. Swiss river
52. Ottoman military 
commanders
53. Type of job
54. One point east of 
southeast
58. Sex Pistols bassist 
Vicious

Fun Fact
A tune that gets 

stuck in your head is 
called an earworm.

Did you know?
The last letter to be added 

to our alphabet was J.

WEEKLY AVERAGES 
DEC. 30, 2016 - 

JAN.5, 2017

WEATHER TIDBIT
We’ve packed a lot of winter into the past week. We 
experienced our second `meaningful snow of the month 
with 5.3” on Dec. 16-17.  This brought our monthly total to 
15.4”. The snow was followed by near-record cold on Sunday 
morning; I had -22° in my backyard. The cold was short-lived 
as temperatures were on the rise overnight Sunday (Dec. 18), 
and back into the 20’s and 30’s for the work week. The coldest 
Christmas day was recorded in 1879 when the temperature fell 
to -39°!! The warmest, 51° in 1922. Astro note: Venus is the 
bright planet in the southwest sky in the evening.

Fri    December 30    7:50  4:39

Sat    December  31     7:50 4:40

Sun       January    1     7:51  4:40

Mon     January    2     7:51 4:41

Tue    January  3    7:51 4:42

Wed   January   4    7:51 4:43

Thu   January   5    7:50 4:40
NOTE:
If you enjoy weekly weather tidbits, you might be 
interested in my Weather Calendar for 2017. More info at 
WeathermanWatson.com or 651-206-5364.

ROGUE ONE: A STAR WARS 
STORY (PG-13) (3.5) 

[EXTENDED SEQUENCES OF SCI-FI 
VIOLENCE AND ACTION.] 
— An action-packed, fast-paced, witty, 
entertaining, violent, star-studded 
(Forest Whitaker, Ben Mendelsohn, 
James Earl Jones, Alan Tudyk, Ian 
McElhinney, Jonathan Aris, Warwick 
Davis, Ben Daniels, and Valene Kane), 
133-minute sci-fi  prequel highlighted 
with amazing special eff ects in 
which the tenacious, combat-
savvy daughter (Felicity Jones) of 
an Empire science offi  cer (Mads 
Mikkelsen) joins other Rebellion 
soldiers (Diego Luna, Jimmy Smits, 
Riz Ahmed, Donnie Yen, Wen 
Jian, Forest Whitaker, Genevieve 
O’Reilly, Alistair Petrie, et al.) to 
attack an Imperial stronghold to 
transmit crucial data to the rebel 
fl eet to take down the planet-killing 
Death Star.

“ELLE” (R) (3.5) 

[VIOLENCE INVOLVING SEXUAL 
ASSAULT, DISTURBING SEXUAL 
CONTENT, SOME GRISLY IMAGES, 
BRIEF GRAPHIC NUDITY, AND 
LANGUAGE.] [SUBTITLED] 
— Terrifi c, compelling acting 
dominates this quirky, creative, 
unpredictable, thought-provoking, 
twisting, dark,130-minute Paul 
Verhoeven psychological thriller based 
on Philippe Djian’s novel in which 
a wealthy, divorced French business 
woman (Isabelle Huppert), who 

co-owns a videogame company with 
another woman (Anne Consigny), has a 
testy relationship with her botox-addicted 

mother (Judith Magre) who is dating a 
much younger man (Raphaël Lenglet), 

and is estranged from her incarcerated, 
serial killer father, is brutally raped by a 

masked man in her Paris apartment and 
then decides not to contact the police and 
search for the rapist herself and ignores 

the advice of her broke writer ex-husband 
(Charles Berling), her married boyfriend 
(Christian Berkel), and her slacker son (Jonas 

Bloquet) who is in an abusive relationship with 
his pregnant, controlling girlfriend (Alice Isaaz).

“WHY HIM?” (R) (2) 

[STRONG LANGUAGE AND SEXUAL MATERIAL 
THROUGHOUT.] 
— Crude humor and foul language pepper this 
over-the-top, intermittently funny, uneven, cameo-
dotted (Adam Devine, Keegan-Michael Key, Cedric 
the Entertainer, Richard Blais, Gene Simmons, Peter 
Criss, and Zach Pearlman), 111-minute comedy in 
which a Michigan printing business owner (Bryan 
Cranston) goes to San Jose, Calif., with his wife 
(Megan Mullally) and 15-year-old precocious son 
(Griffi  n Gluck) to visit his daughter (Zoey Deutch) 
and to meet her potty-mouth, free-spirited billionaire 
boyfriend (James Franco), but the Christmas holidays 
do not go as expected.

“LOVING” (PG-13) (3.5) 

[THEMATIC ELEMENTS.] 
— Aft er Virginia bricklayer Richard Loving (Joel 
Edgerton) of few words marries his pregnant African-
American girlfriend Mildred (Ruth Negga) in 1958 
in the District of Columbia and they are arrested in 
Virginia because there are in interracial couple in this 
factually based, ire-inducing, well-acted, star-dotted 
(Michael Shannon, Marton Csokas, Will Dalton and 
Bill Camp), 123-minute fi lm based on Jeff  Nichols’s 
novel, ACLU lawyer Bernard S. Cohen (Nick Kroll) 
contacts the couple fi ve years later to represent them 
in what he hopes will be a landmark Supreme Court 
case.

Reel talk
Forget itDon’t Miss! Good Worth a Look

©1986 through 2016 by Wendy Schadewald

WENDY SCHADEWALD
Th e preceding fi lms were reviewed by Wendy 

Schadewald, who has been a Twin Cities fi lm critic 

since 1986. To see more of her fi lm reviews, log on to 

www.shortredheadreelreviews.com.
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North Oaks SERVICE ADS
To advertise in the North Oaks News Service Directory, contact our Sales Representative at 

651-407-1223 or northoaks@presspubs.com

James & Linda Keenan

Quality Finishes with Lasting Results

All Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating Services
Exceptional Quality • No Hassle • Competitive Pricing

www.LakeAreaPainting.com

651-429-1778

Th e premier destination for 

your pet’s vacation

www.goldwoodkennels.com 

(651)429-0648

•Boarding •Pet Spa •Pet Boutique

Licensed in
North Oaks

• Fast
• Dependable

• Insured

651-426-8660

TREE REMOVAL • TREE TRIMMING 
BRUSH AND BUCKTHORN REMOVAL

CALL NOW TO BE ON OUR  WINTER OAK TREE TRIMMING LIST

Need Free Boxes Delivered? 
Call Scott 651.895.9103

763.755.2045
info@acemw.com • acemw.com

PIANO LESSONS
Experienced teacher off ers private piano lessons for beginning, intermediate, 

and advanced students.  Weekly lessons are taught in a studio in my home 

in Shoreview.  With an advanced college degree from a major School of 

Music, we will develop and further appreciate the benefi ts of studying music.  

Piano students typically obtain higher academic grades,  develop physical 

coordination, learn language skills, and nurture higher self esteem. The study 

includes technical exercises, appreciation of piano literature, as well as the 

understanding of the musical language and classical music literature.

Michael Galeski
651-490-0987
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• Gazebos 
• Mailboxes & Posts

& Locking Mailboxes

• Fences
• Arbors & Trellises 

Check out our Web site: www.outdoordesignllc.com

Outdoor Designs
Hopkins, MN

952-936-2224

Outdoor Designs
Exquisite Landscape StructureS

651/436.1367

Custom 
Tree Care 
Certified
Licensed
Insured

PROFESSIONAL
CERTIFIED TREE CARE

www.northernarborists.com

SHAMROCK
PLUMBING, LLC

Residential • Commercial
Service • Repair • Remodeling

Lic# PC701622 • Bonded • Insured 

651-481-4929

PAT KELLY
Master Plumber • 35 Years Exp.

10% OFF Labor for all new customers

Personal Plumbing by the Owner, Pat Kelly 
Master Plumber - Over 35 Years Experience 

www.shamrockplumbingllc.com

$20 OFF your 1st service call!

 
 14 years and 
going strong!

Interior/Exterior 
Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATES
Bill 651-775-8396

 www.allaroundremodeling.com
 Insured • Bonded • License# BC637741

North Oaks referral available

 • Tile • Bathrooms • Basements 
• Major/Minor Remodeling • Doors 

Windows • Garages • Kitchens 
• Additions • Roofi ng/Siding

Call Now For Your Discount!

651-746-4582
Bonded Insured

651-746-4582
www.northlandlandscape.com

Bonded Insured • Lic #BC638094

• Decks• Decks
• Deck Footing Repair• Deck Footing Repair
• Roofi ng• Roofi ng
• Garages• Garages
• Repairs• Repairs
• Additions• Additions
• Remodeling• Remodeling
• Tile & Stone Work• Tile & Stone Work
• Siding • Siding 
www.northlandlandscape.com

Professional Landscape Contractor
- Full Landscape Services
- Residential Snow Plowing

- Mulch, Dirt & Rock Deliveries
- Bobcat, Grading & Excavation

(651) 426-0410
www.letourneaulandscaping.com

REPAIR • NEW INSTALL 
EMERGENCY SERVICE

Greg Hoff man
Plumbing LLC

651-387-1710

greghoff man
plumbing@

hotmail.com

PM067577/PC672420
Bonded • Insured

Honest Work for Honest Pay

651-270-7360
Reasonable Rates 
all jokes and laughs 

are free

Servicing All 
Major Appliance Brands

Major Credit Cards Accepted

J.W. Hardwood Floors

FREE ESTIMATES
“Make a Flooring 

Investment” 
(651) 323-3676

jim@jwwoodfl oors.biz
Licensed-Insured

Installation-Sanding-Repairs 
Maintenance Coats-Custom Floors

When You need us, We are here to help

Serving the St. Paul and Surrounding Area
Call 651-426-5220 or visit 

www.krinkies.com

*Servicing all major brands 

Check our 
website 

for current 
promotions

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Free Estimate • 24/7 Emergency Service
Serving

5928 Hwy. 61 No.
White Bear Lake
651-429-1802

Preisler Co., LLC.

Preisler
A Trusted Name

in Business since 1910

• Doors
• Windows
• Soffi  t 

• Fascia
• Gutters
• Storm Damage

• Roofi ng • Siding 
• Attic Insulating & Venting Services

Roofi ng & Siding Repairs

Lic# BC204406

Woodland 
Restorations L.L.C.

Tree Trimming • Tree Removal 
 • Buckthorn Removal

Snow Plowing — onetime 
or all the time

Fully Licensed and Insured
651-808-1617

MJ The Critter Sitter
Professional Pet Sitting & Dog Walking Services

Owned & Operated by a Veterinary Technician 
with 20 years experience in animal care

- Insured & Bonded
- Veterinarian Recommended

 -References available

Let us give your pets the love & attention 
they deserve while you’re away!

612-807-7850
www.mjthecrittersitter.com

MJMJ  
The Critter Sitter

Headwaters Painting, LLC
Owner, Ryan Turry

Residential Exterior and 
Interior Painting Services

10% Discounted 
Estimates

ryan@headwaterspainting.com
headwaterspainting.com

651-278-6033

• REMODELING • KITCHENS 
• BATHS • BASEMENT FINISH
• SIDING • ROOFING • WINDOWS

Locally Owned Since 1994

651-238-6751
www.norconhomes.com

Insured / Lic# BC1O5843

[Think GREEN]
If  every person takes one small step toward 

being more conscientious of  the environment, 
the collective effort will change the planet.

READ 
REUSE
RECYCLE

651-407-1200
www.northoaksnews.com
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One child One child • One Unique Path  One Unique Path •
One Amazing Outcome One Amazing Outcome 

MontessoriMontessori
These events will give you a glimpse These events will give you a glimpse 
into the exciting possibilities in into the exciting possibilities in 
store for your students at store for your students at 
Oak Hill Montessori School.Oak Hill Montessori School.

EVENING OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, January 12, 2017 • 6:00 p.m.
An open house highlighting all levels 
(eight weeks through eighth grade).

ELEMENTARY INFORMATION NIGHT
Thursday,  January 19, 2017 • 6:30 p.m.
How does your child change and how 

does the Montessori classroom change 
to accommodate this new child?

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, January 21, 2017 • 10:00 a.m.- Noon
An open house highlighting all levels 
(eight weeks through eighth grade).

JUNIOR HIGH SPOKEN WORD
Thursday, January 26, 2017 • 7:00 p.m.

Witness the poise, passion and confi dence 
emerging from the hearts, minds and 

voices of our Junior High students.

GRADUATE PANEL
Thursday, February 9, 2017 • 6:30 p.m.

Our graduates return to share how 
their Montessori education impacted 
their later educational experiences.

OAK HILL MONTESSORI
4665 Hodgson Road, Shoreview, MN 55126

651-484-8242 • oakhillmontessori.org

- Photo by Denise Fleming

North Oaks members of the Mounds View Girls Swim & Dive team celebrated a success-
ful season at the North Oaks Golf Club on Sunday, Dec. 4. Pictured left to right are senior 
Libby Fleming, senior Morgan Kerfeld, 7th grader Sara Wilkowske, freshman Lauren Lian, 
7th grader Kira McCallum, freshman Nora Waffensmith, sophomore Emi Endrizzi, sopho-
more Rachel Ganske and sophomore Mary Vranyes.

New Hy-Vee 
coming soon

Although preliminary, 
it appears Centerville 
Road is getting another 
supermarket. 

City Development Di-
rector Anne Kane said 
Hy-Vee plans to build a 
60,000-square-foot store 
on the former Jarmila 
Lande property across 
from Cub Foods. The de-
velopment will be the re-
tail phase of  a two-phase 
project that includes the 
adjacent White Bear 
Heights Senior Living 
complex. 

City Council approved 
a sale last year of  1.2 
acres below the water 
tower on Centerville 
Road so the develop-
ers could access both 
phases of  the project. 

Stephen and John 

Moriarty, owners of  
White Oak Plaza behind 
the McDonald’s south of  
the project, are selling 
their property for Hy-
Vee’s parking lot, Kane 
said. The parcel will be-
come part of  the Tower 
Crossing Planned Unit 
Development. An Any-
time Fitness current-
ly occupies the plaza, 
which will be razed. 

The developer behind 
the 112-unit senior liv-
ing project is Excel-
sior-based Oppidan. 
They also built White 
Bear Marketplace on 
Buerkle Road and part-
nered with Kowalski’s 
Market to build the new 
25,000-square-foot store 
in Shoreview.

According to its web-

site, Hy-Vee, founded 
in Iowa in 1930, oper-
ates 240 stores in eight 
midwestern states. It is 
employee owned, with 
sales of  $9.3 billion an-
nually, and ranks among 
the top 25 supermarket 
chains in the United 
States. There are five 
stores in the Twin Cities 
with the closest current-
ly in Oakdale.

Traffic impacts will 
be the largest hurdle 
for the developer, Kane 
told City Council Nov. 
22 when announcing 
the news. Signalization 
on the north end will be 
part of  that study.

Debra Neutkens 

COMMUNITY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Villagers information for 
January 2017 
North Oaks News

Villagers is a social organization 
for North Oaks women. Call Dorothy 
Hoem (651-486-7470) for more 
information. If  you want to join or 
haven’t paid your 2016-17 dues, send 
a check for $10 to Dorothy Hoem, 41 
Nord Circle, North Oaks, MN 55127.

Book Club
Book club will be at Voni Swenson’s 

home, 4839 Moon Lake Circle, White 
Bear Twp. at 9:45 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 
3. RSVP to Voni at 651-483-8796 or 
vswenson7@q.com. The group will 
discuss “You Learn by Living” by 
Eleanor Roosevelt. The February 
book will be “A Constellation of  Vital 
Phenomena” by Anthony Marra.

Bridge
Join your friends for Bridge at 

9:30 a.m. Friday, Jan. 13 in the card 
room at the North Oaks Golf  Club. 
Contact Jane Conlin (651-484-4448 or 
jdconlin55@gmail.com) by Jan. 6.

Recipe Exchange
After a busy holiday season, relax 

and enjoy time together with 
friends at the next Villager’s Recipe 
Exchange at 11:30 a.m. Monday, Jan. 
23. Shirley Flittie, 30 East Pleasant 
Lake Road, North Oaks will host, 
and the theme is Quick and Easy 
Lunch Recipes. Contact Shirley (651-
483-4309 or bflittie@q.com) for your 
food assignment. 

League of Women Voters 
January 2017 meetings

The public is invited to attend 
any of  the regularly scheduled unit 
meetings of  the League of  Women 
Voters during the month of  January. 
The topic will be "Amending the 
U.S. Constitution:  the Whys, 
Whens, Wherefores and What Ifs". 
The North Oaks group meets on 
Wednesday, Jan. 11 at 12:30 p.m., at 
Incarnation Lutheran Church, 4880 
Hodgson Road, North Oaks. Light 
refreshments will be served. For any 
questions or directions, call Joan at 
651-493-0686.

The Social club 
 invites new members
The North Oaks Social Club (NOSC) 
is a volunteer based organization 
created and run by local residents 
with the goal of  fostering a greater 
sense of  community among North 
Oaks residents.  NOSC executes a 
variety of  events throughout the 
year and members have access to 
monthly events, interest groups, 
a private Facebook group and the 
NOSC babysitter list. In addition to 
that, NOSC facilitates community 
outreach programs in which all 
North Oaks Residents are welcome. 
These programs include: an infant 
- preschool playgroup, Oktoberfest, 
Halloween Party, newcomer's events 
and community service projects. 
For additional information, email 
or call Jenny Landon at info@
northoakssocialclub.com or 612-940-
6775.

North Oaks Preschool 
(NOPS)

North Oaks Preschool (NOPS) 
is a nonprofit, community-based 

preschool located in the East Rec 
Center of  North Oaks. NOPS is a 
parent cooperative in which parents 
actively participate in the classroom 
and are directly responsible for the 
administration of  the preschool. 
We have two full-time teachers with 
over 25 years of  preschool teaching 
experience between them. Class 
sizes are small and very conducive to 
your child’s growth; each classroom 
is capped at 20 children with 
three adults in class each day (two 
teachers and one rotating parent 
volunteer). The three-year-old class 
(“Bumblebees”) meets two mornings 
a week and the four-year-old class 
(“Tree Frogs”) meets three mornings 
a week during the school year. 

Come learn more about NOPS at our 
Open House on Monday, Jan. 30 from 
6-8 p.m. at the East Rec Center. There 
you will have the opportunity to meet 
parents of  current preschoolers and 
the teachers that help make the 
preschool such a special place for 
our children. For more information, 
please refer to our website, www.
northoakspreschool.org, or email 
the school at northoakspreschool@
gmail.com.  
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