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Start or hold the 
North Oaks News 

If  your neighbors 
aren’t receiving the 
North Oaks News, 
ask them to call the 
circulation department 
at Press Publications, 
651-407-1234, and leave 
a voicemail with their 
name, phone number, 
and address. Also, If  
you need to start or stop 
the paper, contact the 
circulation department. 
Newspapers cannot be 
forwarded, so delivery 
is stopped if  they 
are returned to the 
publisher. E-edition is 
now available online if  
you are away from home 
at www.presspubs.com/ 
northoaks.

Hill Farm Historical Society’s
spring dinner is coming back

The last spring dinner was held 
in May 2019. After a four-year 
hiatus due to COVID, the Hill 
Farm Historical Society’s Spring 
dinner will be held the evening 
of May 19 at the North Oaks Golf 
Club.

The social hour will begin at 
5:30 p.m. with dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
Following the dinner our guest 
speaker, Stephen Sadis, Producer/
Director at Great Northern 
Filmworks and Sadis Filmworks, 
will give us an update and show 
a portion of the new recently 
released documentary “James 
H Hill Empire Builder.” If you 
attended our 2018 spring dinner 
you were introduced to Stephen 
and his major undertaking, 

producing a documentary on 
one of America’s unsung heroes. 
Through lots of hard work 
and in spite of COVID-induced 
delays, the four-hour, four-part 
documentary was completed last 
fall. Those of us who have viewed 
it are more than pleased with the 
result. Hope to see you there.  A 
limited number of DVDs will be 
available for sale at the dinner.

Residents were mailed an 
invitation with information on 
how to register for the event. For 
questions please visit our web site 
at www.hillfarmhistoricalsociety.
com or call Judy Ohannesian at 
612-280-9305.

Hill Farm Historical Society

By Noelle Olson
Editor

There was a period of  
rapid growth in North 
Oaks in the early 1980s. 
A social group called 
the “Newcomers” was 
created for women who 
lived in North Oaks for 
less than five years. 

“When the founding 

group ‘aged out’ after 
they lived there for three 
years, a new group was 
formed for those alumni 
called ‘The Villagers,’” 
said original member 
Sue McDougall. “It was 
named after the Village 
of  North Oaks — North 
Oaks was called a village 
before it became a city. 
Marlene Proulx won the 

contest to choose the 
name.”

 The Villagers have 
monthly interest groups 
including — book club, 
recipe exchange, out and 
about, needleworkers, 
Bridge, gourmet club and  
monthly luncheons with 

 CONTRIBUTED 
Some of the original members of the North Oaks Villagers.

North Oaks Villagers: 
A way to get to know 

your neighbors 

Bring 
donations for 

the annual 
rummage sale
By Carol Beatty
Contributing Writer

Keep cleaning out those closets! The North 
Oaks Children’s Hospital Association (CHA) 
Guild II drop-off is the easiest and closest 
solution for tidying up your home and 
storage spaces. As always, the guild needs 
and wants your gently used, unneeded items 
that become the merchandise for the huge 
September rummage sale. The spring drop-
off is from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on May 20, so bring 
those donations to the West Rec Center, 14 W. 
Pleasant Lake Rd., North Oaks.

Community donations keep this happening 
each year.

Donations from North Oaks residents are 
vital to the success of  the amazing September 
rummage sale as proceeds help support many 
important programs at Children’s Minnesota. 
Guild II is very proud of  the impact their 
contributions have for the patients, children 
and communities served by Children’s 
Minnesota.

Items in good condition and the quality that 
you would give to a friend are always in big 
demand at the rummage sale. Household goods 
sell quickly along with furniture, rugs, lamps, 
art, collectibles, and decorative items. Items 
your children have outgrown such as clothing, 
toys, bicycles, sporting goods and related items 
will be scooped up by rummage sale shoppers. 
Electronics, tools, garden supplies are also 
big draws. Of  course, gently used clothing 

SEE RUMMAGE SALE – PAGE 3A
SEE VILLAGERS

– PAGE 6B
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By Noelle Olson
Editor

Next in line for the “building our future” 
referendum of  the White Bear Lake Area School 
District is the Central Middle School project.

Sal Bagley of  Wold Architects and Engineers said 
Central Middle School is expanding to take over the 
current District Center building.

“We’ve just passed the bid opening phase of  the 
project and design is complete, but construction 
obviously has not yet started,” Bagley said. “We 
are still working through some of  the referendum 
projects which include districtwide additions and 
renovations to accommodate enrollment growth.”

Superintendent Dr. Wayne Kazmierczak said 
Central Middle School staff were deeply involved in 
the design process. “They began working with the 
team from Wold back in June 2022,” he said.

The Central Middle School project scope 
includes renovating the district office to create 
additional classroom space, a gym addition, kitchen 
and cafeteria renovation/expansion, updated 
classrooms, media center and flex areas, and safety 
and security upgrades. The total cost for the project 
is approximately $33.13 million.

“A huge part of  the project is doing a total 
renovation of  the kitchen and cafeteria experience 
for Central updated classrooms; learning commons 
and flexible learning areas; and safety and security 
upgrades,” Begley said. “And then last, but not 
least, quite a few upgrades to the system to the 
building, including adding dehumidification to 
classrooms.”

The floor plan of  the building will be made up of  
“homes, lakes and trails”.

“The ‘home’ really represents those flexible 
learning areas that every grade level will have 
access to so as they kind of  stay in their house to do 
their core classwork,” Bagley said.

The “trails” will represent transitional 
opportunities that everybody uses and will be 
located in the center.

“The core planning group thought that was 
important to try to reduce travel so you never had 
a class way over there and had to make it way over 
here during passing time,” Bagley said. “And to 
create some sense of  home.”

The vernacular of  “lakes” will be large gathering 
spaces, including the commons area right inside the 
main entrance, the kitchen and cafeteria area and 
the learning commons on the second floor.

“The intent at this time, I believe, is for eighth 
grade to be on the first floor and the northern part 

of  the building and seventh grade to be directly 
above,” Bagley said. “The district center will serve 
as a base for sixth grade. Also, we’ve got a collection 
of  classrooms and labs to support math, English, 
social studies and language arts happening for each 
grade level near their ‘home’.”

The new gym will have a full-size basketball court 
and will be a flexible space for weightlifting, cardio 
equipment, Yoga and aerobics. It will also serve as 
a storm shelter for the building. “It does have some 
bathrooms with it and natural light proposed on the 
north, east and south walls of  it,” Bagley said.

Construction will begin this summer and is 
projected to be completed in fall 2025.

Referendum project updates are as follows:
•  Referendum projects bid or in construction 

— White Bear Lake Area High School, Oneka 
Elementary School and ALC LTFM

•  Referendum projects in design — Central Middle 
School, Sunrise Park (future District Services 
Center, TEC and early childhood)

•  Referendum projects remaining — Hugo 
Elementary (future early childhood site)
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SAVE BIG WITH  
 MULTIPLE POLICIES

651.357.6000

Ashley Cokley
acokley@farmersagent.com
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The City of
North Oaks

The North Oaks 
Home Owners’ 

Association (NOHOA)

Police, fire, permits, 
licenses, septic, 
recycling, road safety, 
City ordinances

Roads, trails, parks, 
snowplowing, vehicle 
stickers, architectural 
review, recreational 
activities/programs

Website: northoaksmn.
gov
Sign up for e-blasts on   
the website
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cityofnorthoaks
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Email: northoaks@
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Phone: 651-792-7750 Phone: 651-792-7765
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A quick list of where to get the latest North Oaks 
news and information

FAST DEPENDABLE INSURED
Licensed in North Oaks

Free Wood Chips

651-426-8660651-426-8660
BUDGETTREESERVICEMN.COM
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Construction to start soon at Central Middle School 

www.presspubs.com

The best way 
to get insight 
into your local 
community:

Rendering of the new cafeteria at Central Middle School.
 PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

Rendering of the Learning Commons at Central Middle 
School.
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items, shoes and accessories for all ages are always 
popular with shoppers in September.

The guild can only sell items in good condition; 
thus, donations in poor condition need to be 
disposed of  and that adds to guild expense and 
decreases the contribution to CHA.

The guild appreciates your furniture donations 

and will pick them up (in North Oaks only) on 
Saturday, May 20. Please call Jennifer Martini 
at 651-231-5825 no later than Monday, May 15 to 
schedule a furniture pick up.

The guild website (www.northoaksrummagesale.
org) has more details on contributions and items 
that cannot be accepted at the drop-off. Drop-off 
volunteers will refuse those items that cannot 
be sold so your cooperation in using other safe 
recycling or disposal methods is appreciated. 

Some items NOT accepted — building materials, 
cabinets over 7’, entertainment centers, candles 
(they melt in the trailers), combustibles, car 
seats, cribs, desktop computers and printers, 
encyclopedias, large appliances, large exercise 
equipment, mattresses and sofa beds, metal bed 
frames without headboards, metal desks and file 
cabinets, microwave ovens, oversized hardwired 
light fixtures, ski equipment, tires, TVs that are not 
digital flat screen. 

The 2023 rummage sale is scheduled for Sept. 16 
and 17 at the Shoreview Ice Arena. 

For more information, visit the website or email 
northoaksrummagesale@gmail.com.
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We Care Every Day in Every Way
 Relationship-based  Reliable

 Responsive  Trustworthy

Select your caregiver from our experienced staff!
• 1 to 24 Hour Care
• Errands/Shopping
• Meal Preparation 
• Light Housekeeping

• Hygiene Assistance
• Medication Management
• Flexible: we adjust to 

fit your schedule

• Personal Care
• Companion Care
• Respite Care
• Partner with Hospice

Call for a FREE in-home consultation.
651-633-4487

There’s no place 
like home. 
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20mjthecrittersitter.com | 612-807-7850

We provide professional and reliable care for pets when 
owners are away on vacation, business, working away or at 
home.  Insured and bonded. Recognized as the #1 sitter in 

MN from Happy Doggo and we are also recognized as a 
neighborhood favorite on Nextdoor.

We’ve been keeping pets happy at home since 2009.
Owned by a Vet Tech

Rummage Sale – FROM PAGE 1A

 
North Oaks Guild II is excited to accept your gently used 
donations (including Teddy bears) from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, May 20 at the West Rec Center in North Oaks. 
Furniture pick-up in North Oaks is also available. More 
info at www.northoaksrummagesale.org.

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED 
Sorting and packing donations requires many hands; 
however, the guild and many hardworking volunteers 
know how to bring order from chaos.

Rummage Sale spring donation 
drop-off day May 20
What: North Oaks Children’s Hospital 
Association Guild II Rummage Sale drop off
When: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, May 20
Where: North Oaks West Rec Center, 14 West 
Pleasant Lake Road
Details: Drop-off your gently used items for 
the September Rummage Sale. To schedule a 
furniture pick-up (in North Oaks) on May 20, 
call Jennifer Martini at 651-231-5825 no later 
than May 15 (see the flyer in this paper or www.
northoaksrummagesale.org for more info).
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Letters to the editor

Thanks, Mr. Hong
Being in one’s late 70s makes for 

prodigious physical exertion to 
clear your driveway of  heavy, wet 
snow. 133 feet of  driveway!

We were anticipating a nasty 
slog with broken shear pins flying 
everywhere.  But then a roaring 
snow blower appeared outside 
our window. It was Mr. Hong, our 
across-the-street neighbor. We 
didn’t ask for his  help, he simply 
came as an outpouring of  his 
generosity. This is one of  those 
random acts of  kindness that 
usually goes unsung, something 
that he does because he’s built that 
way.

No anonymity this time: Thank 
you, Mr. Hong!

Bill and Susan Jolitz
North Oaks

What huge spending is our 
council considering?

The City Council has had 
private meetings considering 
huge infrastructure projects. 
What are they? Widening roads 
that would destroy hundreds of  
trees and drainage systems? City 
sewer systems? Are they spending 
thousands of  dollars on engineer 
and planner time to come up with 
proposals the residents may not 
even want considered? Where is 

the transparency?
Automatic license plate readers 

are being considered. How many? 
One at each of  15 entrances? At 
a cost (per the internet) of  about 
$75,000 for hardware and software 
each? Would they meet state 
statute requirements for record 
keeping and auditing? What 
problem would they solve? Of  the 
350-400 sheriff calls during the first 
quarter of  the past five years, the 
only calls not related to helping 
residents or traffic stops include 
only about 20 “suspicious” or 45 
“alarm” calls that might include 
something other than false alarms 
or our kids doing something 
“suspicious.”

How much is it worth to have 
license plate or vehicle photos of  
your vehicles and the hundreds 
of  authorized vehicles coming 
into our community every day? 
How much more to have those 
live pictures monitored on the 
off chance of  recognizing a 
licensed vehicle that should not 
be coming in one or another of  
our entrances? Who would really 
benefit from such a system in our 
really safe community other than 
the vendor?

Carol J. Bergeson
Safely living in North Oaks for 60 

years

Transparency lacking in 
NOHOA 

Not so fast – slow down. 
Transparency is lacking. 
Members of  the NOHOA board 
and Governance Committee 
may have unanimously decided 
NOHOA should employ a full-
time management company but 
without knowing the cost or 
regard for the NOHOA members 
who pay the assessments. The 
multi color charts and timetables 
on how to approach and decide 
on a management company are 
admirable but the board forgot 
something. They did not list 
the problems they are trying to 
solve before proceeding with the 
timeline. When asked about that 
I was told it had been discussed 
at the March 22 board meeting.
The March 22 board meeting 
minutes are not in the document 

files. Further, are the problems 
the result of  functioning as a 
policy board? How about a “benefit 
compared to cost” analysis 
provided to members before 
any decisions are made. Please 
backtrack – tell the members in 
writing the “problems” that need 
to be solved. 

In a recent survey the members 
pointed out their disgust with 
the ASC committee. A NOHOA 
financial report indicates ASC 
expenses at $95,000. The suggested 
solution for this is to raise the 
fees to balance the expenses. In 
past years the ASC committee was 
advised by a professional architect 
who reviewed the plans submitted 
for approval and reported to 
the ASC committee. The only 
expense for the committee was 
the architect’s fee. In addition, 
members were not happy with the 
11 page ASC policy included an 
application form that asked what 
brand of  paint was being used.

The member survey also 
indicated that there were too many 
consultants being paid to do the 
work previously done by board 
members. There has never been 
a shortage of  members who file 
for election to the board, who are 
willing to work and be responsible 
for NOHOA. Members expressed 
their displeasure by voting “no” on 
the past two budgets. 

The 14 policies presented 
during the past three years at 
board meetings were passed 
without any discussion on what 
each policy covered. About half  
of  these policies duplicate the 
NOHOA bylaws. Some duplicate 
city ordinances. City ordinances 
fully support the North Oaks 
development concept. Warranty 
deeds attached to every lot sold 
by the North Oaks Company 
provide that NOHOA is responsible 
for roads, recreation and 
trails. Nothing more nothing 
less. Nevertheless, NOHOA is 
paying thousands of  dollars for 
consultants on environmental 
Issues.

Joan Brainard
North Oaks
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CONTRIBUTED 
North Oaks Good Samaritan Mr. Hong 
plowing the driveway of his neighbors 
Bill and Susan Jolitz.

May the 
fourth be 
with you 

A long time ago in a movie theater not too 
far away I went to see the movie “Star Wars.” I 
was 9 years old and I remember being trans-
ported across the galaxy when a long space 
ship was gliding across the movie screen. Like 
many people, I was hooked. The international 
phenomenon of  Star Wars had begun. May the 
fourth is a play on words of  the phrase, “May 

the force be with 
you,” used by Jedi 
Masters through-
out the franchise.

I read some-
where that phrase 
was first used 
in 1979 on The 
London Evening 
News on May 4. 
It was the day 
when Margaret 
Thatcher became 
Prime Minister 
and her party ran 
a congratulatory 
advertisement 

saying, “May the fourth be with you, Maggie.”
The second movie, “The Empire Strikes 

Back” was released on May 21, 1980. 
I’ve probably seen that movie 100 times 
throughout my life. It’s my favorite Star Wars 
movie and introduced my favorite character 
— the Jedi Master Yoda. He is small in size 
but wise and powerful. Yoda trained Jedi for 
over 800 years and is stronger than most in his 
connection with the force. My favorite scene 
with Yoda is in “Attack of  the Clones” when 
he has a lightsaber battle with the Sith Lord 
Count Dooku. Let’s just say that the dark side 
was no match for Yoda’s speed and agility. 
The first time I saw it, I couldn’t stop laughing 
because Yoda ditches his cane and grabs his 
lightsaber. He continues to use the force by 
flying through the air with such perfection. 
After he grabs his cane like it was no big deal. 
Classic.

There was a 16-year gap between the 
“Return of  the Jedi” and “The Phantom 
Menace.” Star Wars creator George Lucas 
took some time off to raise his kids. When it 
was announced he was going to do the Star 
Wars prequel movies, fans were excited and I 
was one of  them. I bought tickets for opening 
day and went with my dad and my son Lukas 
—three generations of  Star Wars fans. I have 
to say it wasn’t the greatest movie of  the 
franchise but the most “craved.” Since then, 
Star Wars franchise has grown with more 
movies, TV shows and a theme park at Disney.

Fans are getting plenty of  material to satisfy 
the craving. Probably the most popular show 
now is “The Mandalorian.” It’s pretty good 
and they have a “baby Yoda” named Grogu. 
It reminds me of  a western and people can 
stream it on Disney+. Luke Skywalker makes 
an appearance in season two, episode eight 
which is a must for Star Wars fans.

This Easter I was talking to Lukas who 
is now 31 years old. We were discussing all 
the Star Wars projects and he said I named 
him after Luke Skywalker. I told him I didn’t 
even think about that at the time. He laughed 
and said, “I think you did subconsciously.” 
Maybe I did. Everybody calls him Luke and 
he does seem to be strong with the force. So if  
someone tells you on May 4, “May the fourth 
be with you,” simply reply back and say, “And 
also with you.”

Noelle Olson is the editor of  the North Oaks 
News

NOELLE OLSON

NOELLE’S NOTES

School News

Top ACT scores
The following students have received the 

highest possible score (36) on the ACT. This is 
extremely significant and rare, as only 0.25% 
of  students who take the exam receive this 
score.
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Are you looking for a great gift 
idea for Mom? Order the “Perennial 
Favorites of the North Oaks Garden 
Club” cookbook. It includes nearly 
400 favorite recipes of current and 
alumni Garden Club members. 
Full-color tabs featuring photos 
from North Oaks gardens make 
the cookbook beautiful as well. To 
order, send an email to Bev Liebig 
at rliebig50msn.com. 

The North Oaks Garden Club is 
a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. 
Proceeds from our cookbook 
sale are contributed back to our 
community.

Thank you for your support!

North Oaks Garden Club

North Oaks: A legacy 
community

As I write this month’s column, I am 
preparing for the funeral of  my moth-
er-in-law Maureen Wolter who  has 
lived with my husband and my family 
for the past 10 years. Pri-
or to that, her and her 
husband lived in North 
Oaks off the sixth hole 
of  the golf  course where 
they built their home 
in 1970 and raised their 
three sons. She loved 
living in this commu-
nity and it is where she 
called home for the last 
53 years of  her life.

We lived easily togeth-
er as she rarely com-
plained about anything 
and was so thankful and 
content for what she 
had. She was orphaned 
as a young girl and spent 
2+ years at the St. Cloud Orphan Home 
with her younger brother. Maureen 
was always ready for an adventure or 
to make a memory. She loved travel-
ing with us and was always ready to 
hop on a boat for a cruise around the 
lake when we would be up north in the 
summer. During our week together on 
Marco Island in March of  this year, 
we went to dinner seven nights in a 
row, watched a movie after dinner and 
stayed up much too late. Every morn-
ing we would sleep in and during the 
day she would read her books or walk 
down to the pool and hot tub.  She 
loved telling everyone that this was 
her 40th year on Marco Island. 

Many of  you in North Oaks knew 
Maureen from when her and her 
husband Lou were golf  members 
at the club. She also organized the 
downhill ‘ski bus’ when moms would 
ski during the week when kids were 
in school. Maureen would even 
sometimes let her youngest son Jeff 
come along and skip school for the 

day. She is remembered by many 
as an elegant woman with a large 
personality.  

After moving in with us in 2013, 
she consistently 
referred to herself  
as the “Dutchess” 
and loved to be taken 
care of  and looked 
after by her family. 
Her nickname was 
the “Dutchess” as she 
told me that I was the 
queen because queens 
have to work. It was an 
honor for me to help 
provide for her care 
for the past 10 years. I 
would say that we both 
equally blessed each 
other’s lives. There 
was always a welcome 
home when I’d get 

back to the house after being out with 
clients and she was one of  my biggest 
supporters.  Since becoming mayor, 
she’d watched me at the City Council 
meetings on cable TV every chance 
she could.

I am so grateful to be living in a 
legacy community where families 
cherish one another and gather 
on a regular basis. I couldn’t tell 
whether the North Oaks Egg Hunt 
this year was more for the kids or 
the adults that accompanied them — 
including the overwhelming amount 
of  grandparents that showed up 
to see their grandchild hunt for 10 
eggs each in an ice skating rink. I 
believe over 500 people attended this 
event. A big thank you to Mackenzie 
Anderson for planning the event, the 
many volunteers that helped and the 
sponsors that made this Saturday 
morning fun for all. Happy Spring!

Krista Wolter is the Mayor of  North 
Oaks

NOHOA management 
evolving for improved 

service and reduced cost
Last month, I wrote about change 

and how the North Oaks Homeowners’ 
Association (NOHOA) is adapting 
to community needs. The NOHOA 
Board of  Directors (board) determined 
that there is a need to improve its 
members’ experience 
in North Oaks. Based 
on extensive input 
from members over 
several years the Board 
determined its goals are:
•  Enhancing the private, 

safe and secure 
environment

•  Providing recreation 
amenities

•  Providing trails within 
a natural environment

•  Communication and 
member engagement

•  Investing in roads and 
infrastructure
To accomplish these 

goals, NOHOA needs to complete 
its transition to a policy board, 
which requires a highly effective 
organizational structure. During 
the last five years, there has been 
significant staff turnover for various 
reasons; this necessitates a new 
organizational approach. Over the 
last several months, the Board and 
the Finance Committee (FinCom) 
have conducted an extensive review 
of  all plausible management options, 
including the existing model, an 
enhanced existing approach, full-
service management company, and a 
hybrid model. The Board and FinCom 
unanimously believe that a full-service 
professional property management 
firm (firm) is the most effective and 
efficient way to manage NOHOA. 
The Board believes this approach 
to be the most cost-effective, will 
enhance privacy and safety, optimize 
investment in infrastructure and 
amenities, and will provide timely 
and complete communications. As 
a result, the Board is evaluating 
firms to manage day-to-day NOHOA 
operations and work with or though 
on-site professional staff.  Key 
vendors like Mel’s Services perform 

street maintenance, snow plowing, 
landscaping and mowing, trail 
maintenance, and recreation facility 
maintenance. They will continue to 
perform the outstanding service we 
have grown to know and expect.

FinCom (which 
includes four Board 
members and three 
member volunteers) 
was tasked with 
developing a 
systematic process for 
identifying qualified 
firms, a ranking 
system, and evaluation 
tools. A Request for 
Information (RFI) 
was sent to ten local, 
qualified firms. After 
thorough review and 
analysis of  29 areas of  
need and service, the 
Board chose four firms 

to move to the full RFP stage. You will 
find the criteria used to determine the 
qualifications required and copies of  
the submitted proposals by four firms 
at www.NOHOA.org . 

The firms were interviewed and 
the proposals were evaluated in 
April. Continued due diligence will 
occur through May to help the Board 
determine if  one firm will be chosen 
by the end of  the second quarter. Upon 
selection of  a firm, on-boarding will 
occur during the third quarter with 
the goal of  having improved process 
and systems in place late in 2023. 
Status and performance reporting will 
be communicated to members on an 
ongoing basis demonstrating improved 
efficiencies and performance.

The Board wants members to 
obtain the greatest value for their 
investment in NOHOA and to feel 
as though you are heard, you are 
appreciated, and you get answers to 
your questions. Please direct your 
questions to NOHOA@NOHOA.org or 
email the Board of  Directors directly 
NOHOABoard@nohoa.org. 

Dr. Andrew C. Hawkins is the  
President of  NOHOA 

DR. ANDREW
C. HAWKINS

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

OF NOHOA

KRISTA WOLTER

FROM THE MAYOR
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CONTRIBUTED 
“Perennial Favorites” is a cookbook full of 
favorite recipes from North Oaks Garden 
Club members.

Garden club creates 
cookbook



Spring is the time to plan your summer yard 
Now that it’s spring it’s a great time to be thinking 

about a vision and plan for your yard. Are you 
interested in creating pollinator habitat, shaking 
up the mowing routine, or finally dealing with that 
quirky drainage issue? And what’s all this buzz 
about bee lawns?

Vadnais Lake Area Water Management 
Organization (VLAWMO) has three grant programs 
available for residents for projects that may align 
with your property goals. Our grants strive to 
create pollinator habitat, restore native plant 
communities, reduce stormwater rate and volume, 
reduce flooding, improve water quality, and protect 
groundwater.

The 3 programs include:
1. Rain Barrel Grant Program: 50% 

reimbursement of the cost of 1-2 rain barrels, 
up to $100 per rain barrel.

2. Soil Health Grant Program: 75% 
reimbursement of the cost of materials and 
approved labor, up to $1,000, or $1,250 if in a 
priority zone. Common projects include turf 

alternatives, native plantings, and small-scale 
raingardens.

3. Landscape Level 1 Grant Program: 25-75% 
reimbursement of the cost of materials and 
approved labor up to $5,000 or $7,500 for curb 
cut raingardens. Common projects include 
larger scale raingardens, shoreline and 
streambank stabilizations, and permeable 
pavers.

Eligible projects must go beyond aesthetic 
landscaping and meet program goals. To learn 
more about our programs and the types of eligible 
projects, visit our grant webpage at https://www.
vlawmo.org/grants/.

If interested in starting the application process, 
contact Lauren Sampedro to schedule a site visit at 
lauren.sampedro@vlawmo.org or 651-204-6071. 

Beyond VLAWMO’s grant program, there are even 
more programs and tools for helping pollinators: 
•  Check out the Lawns to Legumes grant program, 

which offers up to $350 to create pollinator habitat 
at https://bluethumb.org/lawns-to-legumes/

apply/.
•  Learn all about bee lawns (or pollinator lawns) 

as well as lo-mow turfs and groundcovers at 
bluethumb.org/turf-alternatives.

•  Are you ever confused about what’s good 
lawn care protocol and what isn’t? Check out 
VLAWMO.org/residents for a guide to water-
friendly yard care practices. For a seasonal 
play-by-play, visit vlawmo.org/events for yard and 
garden tips posted every first of the month. 

•  If you hire a lawn care service, you have the 
power to steer your service towards a water-
friendly routine. Check out the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency’s list of turf 
maintenance certificate holders to find providers 
that are trained in turf maintenance best 
practices. 

•  Check in on the VLAWMO web calendar (vlawmo.
org/events) for summer tour opportunities. These 
mini tour events allow attendees to chat with folks 
who have taken the plunge into native plants and 
raingardens and see their projects up close and in 
person. 

•  What about groundwater? VLAWMO has a new 
groundwater page for info and resources at 
vlawmo.org/groundwater. 

 Vadnais Lake Area Water Management 
Organization (VLAWMO)
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Good neighbor.
Great rates.

3845 Lexington Ave N. Ste 105
Arden Hills, MN 55126

(651) 765-1362
Dan@DanReichert.com

Dan Reichert
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‘LA CAGE AUX FOLLES’
When: 7:30 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays; 2 p.m. Sundays, through 
May 21; 7:30 p.m. Monday, May 15
Where: Hanifl Performing Arts 
Center, 4941 Long Ave., White Bear 
Lake.
Details: Comic play performed by 
Lakeshore Players Theatre. 
Contact: 651-478-7427 or 
lakeshoreplayers.org.

TOTALLY CRIMINAL COCKTAIL HOUR
When: 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 3.
Where: Stillwater Zephyr Theatre, 601 
N. Main St. in Stillwater. 
Details: Mystery lovers and authors 
come together for conversation 
and reading inspiration. May event 
features author Marcie Rendon. Cash 
bar. Tickets online.
Contact: valleybookseller.com.

FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY
When: 4:30 to 7 p.m. Friday, May 5
Where: Mahtomedi District Education 
Center, 1520 Mahtomedi Ave.
Details: Food trucks, yard games, 
activities and live music.
Contact: communityed.mahtomedi.
k12.mn.us.

ST. CROIX VALLEY POTTERY TOUR
When: Friday, May 12 to Sunday, May 
14. 
Where: Eight studios on the 
Minnesota bank of the St. Croix River.
Details: Hosts will invite guests to 
view their work, meet with the artists 
and find the right piece of pottery to 
take home with them. Seventy-one of 
the most renowned ceramic artists in 
the U.S., as well as a few international 
artists, will participate in the tour. It’s 

a chance to get a look inside the idyllic 
setting of a few select rural pottery 
studios.
Contact: minnesotapotters.com.

MAY LEAGUE OF WOMEN’S VOTERS 
WV-WBLA MEETING
When: 6:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday, May 11. 
Where: Washington County Historical 
Society, 1862 Greeley St. S. in 
Stillwater.
Details:  Join the League of Women 
Voters to explore Youth Civic 
Engagement Where: by hearing local 
leaders discuss programs happening 
in White Bear, Mahtomedi, and 
Stillwater school districts.  Learn 
about the YMCA’s Youth Voice 
program from Amy Anderson, 
executive director, and hear from 
students about their experiences. at 
the Washington Co. Historical Society. 
Contact: For more information, please 
go to: https//:lwv-wbla.org.

VEHICLE FAIR
When: 6 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 18.
Where: Mahtomedi District Education 
Center, 1520 Mahtomedi Ave.
Details: Free family event hosted by 
Early Childhood Family Education 
(ECFE) where young kids can explore 
a variety of big trucks and vehicles. 
No registration required.
Contact: 651-407-2441 or 
communityed.mahtomedi.k12.mn.us.

LAKESHORE PLAYERS PLATINUM 
GALA
When: Thursday, May 18.
Where: Hanifl Performing Arts 
Center, 4941 Long Ave. in White Bear 
Lake.
Details: Annual fundraising event 
for Lakeshore Players Theatre, 

celebrating it’s 70th season. 
Contact: 651-478-7427 or 
lakeshoreplayers.org.

FIVE WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT 
LGBTQ+ YOUTH IN YOUR LIFE
When: 6:30-8 p.m. Thursday, May 18
Where: Parkview United Church of 
Christ,  3737 Bellaire Ave. in White 
Bear Lake.
Details: Workshop for parents, family 
members, educators, and friends 
who want to learn to support and 
understand  LGBTQ+ kids in a safe 
space. Register online.
Contact: drmsky.us/5waysregister.

PARKING LOT SALE
When: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, May 
20.
Where: White Bear Senior Center, 
2484 E County Road F.
Details: Individuals and vendors can 
set up a garage sale in the parking lot 
for a fee; shoppers can attend to find 
treasures. Also Craft Corner gift shop 
sale.
Contact: 651-653-3121 or 
communityservices.isd624.org.

BELWIN BISON FESTIVAL AND “RUN 
WITH THE BISON” FUN RUN
When: 9 a.m. run; 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Festival Saturday, May 20.
Where: Lucy Winton Bell Athletic 
Fields, 15601 Hudson Rd. N. in 
Lakeland.
Details: Day of family fun includes 
5K run, live music, eco-arts, and food 
trucks. Main event is arrival of the 
bison herd as they are released onto 
the prairie.
Contact: belwin.org.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR LITTLE 
FREE LIBRARY AT  PEACE 
COMMUNITY METHODIST 
CHURCH 
When:  Sunday, May 21 at the end 
of the 10 a.m. worship service. 
Where: Peace A United Methodist 
Community Church, 5050 
Hodgson Road in Shoreview.
Details: At the end of the service 
(approximately 11 a.m.)  everyone 
will be asked to take a book from 
the LFL collection as they leave 
the sanctuary and move out the 
doors facing Hodgson Road. The 
LFL is going to be planted in the 
gardens along this entrance. 
There will be a reception of 
cookies, punch, LFL/Peace 
bookmarks and balloons for the 
kids.
Contact: Peace welcomes anyone 
who would like to donate money, 
buy specific books from our list 
or donate gently used books to the 
LFL. They can contact the church 
or our website peaceumc.com for 
more information.

 NOELLE OLSON

Raingardens & native plants 
May:
•  If garden has low plant density, fresh mulch 

as needed, 2-4” depth.
•  Weed-out tree seedlings and other undesired 

plants.
•  Divide and transplant spreaders and “donut 

hole” plants, maintain desired density of 
native plants as they stretch and spread.

•  For summer and fall bloomers such as 
asters, trim 25% to 75% to keep them more 
compact. Divide ferns while fronds are still 
short (<1).

Looking ahead:
•  New plantings and transplants: 2 weeks 

after planting, decrease watering from 
daily to 2-3 times/week unless weather is 
especially hot and dry

•  Watch for new growth as a hint that plants 
are established beyond the potting soil a cue 
to let up on watering.

•  Prune undesired vigorous tree and shrub 
limbs.

Watershed turfcare
May:
•  Pick a spring mowing strategy: Strive 

to hold back on all mowing to support 
emerging pollinators. Mow short (1-2”) on 
just the first mow to help warm-up the soil 
and boost root growth.

•  Mow 3” high to encourage deep root growth, 
better compete with weeds, and retain 
moisture, nutrients and sediment.

•  Strive to water 1”/week and include rainfall 
in the count.

Looking ahead:
•  Consider skipping spring fertilizing to slow 

the grass’ growth rate, reduce mowing need, 
and keep more nutrients grounded in place.

•  Practice sweeping the street and driveway 
if grass clippings get blown onto hard 
surfaces.

•  Re-seeding and sod laying can occur into 
June.

For more watershed care tips visit vlawmo.
org/residents.
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Obituaries

Norma Black
Norma Black complet-

ed her masterpiece at 
the age of 77 on April 10, 
2023 when she passed in 
the arms of her husband 
Larry at Beyond Hospice 
in Oakdale.

Norma Black of North 
Oaks, MN and Palm 
City, FL was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Alide and Alexei 
Lehtsalu, her siblings, 
Heino and Helju, her 
daughter Pamela, and 
her grandson Berkley Duckson.  She is survived 
by husband, Larry, son, Sterling, daughter-in-law, 
Meghan and grandchildren, Madeline, William 
and Lucinda.

Norma Black was the third child born of 
Estonian immigrants in Vestros, Sweden at a 
stopping point in their journey to Canada to 
escape the German occupation and oppression 
during World War II.  Norma lived an adventurous 
life in Thunder Bay, Ontario where she met her 
future husband, Larry, at the age of 14.  Larry 
convinced Norma to follow him to Michigan Tech 
where Larry pursued an engineering degree while 
Norma made ends meet by cutting hair in the 
basement of their apartment.

Together, they followed Larrys work where 
they settled down for a long life in Minnesota and 
eventually became proud US Citizens.  Norma was 
passionate about the liberties and opportunities 
available to the individual by the United States.  
She considered herself blessed to be able to spend 
winters in Palm City, Florida where she made 
many new friendships and enjoyed panoramic 
views of the St. Lucie River.

Norma was the hub of the family social wheel 
and made sure that the wheel was always turning.  
Her joy of life and team spirit was infectious.  
She loved to organize big and little competitions, 
on and off the golf course, whether they were 
counting coins in a jar, or tossing rocks into a hat.  
She was an accomplished and competitive golfer, 

Maureen Wolter
Beloved Mother and 

‘Grandy,’ Age 88, of 
North Oaks, passed 
away peacefully on 
April 11, 2023.  Preceded 
in death by her parents, 
husband, Louis Jr, 
brothers, Jim Ryan 
and Brother Kevin 
Ryan, FSC; Survived 
by loving family, sons, 
Steven (Barbara), 
Timothy (Krista) and 
Jeffrey; grandchildren, 
Ellise (Kyle) Neumann, 
Tyler (Breanna) Wolter, Alexandra (Michael) 
Schmalzer, Timothy Wolter, Jr. and Laney 
Wolter; great-grandchildren, Tatum Neumann, 
Rue Wolter, and Gabriel, Georgiana and Samson 
Schmalzer; Brother-in-law Anthony Wolter 
& family; Sister-in-law Rosie Ryan & family; 
and many loving relatives and friends. A 1953 
graduate of St Joseph’s Academy of St. Paul. As 
a young girl, Maureen spent a few years with 
her younger brother at the St. Cloud Orphan 
Home. As an adult, Maureen was thankful and 
content with what life brought her way. She 
loved her family and especially time with her 
grandchildren and her young, great grandbabies. 
She enjoyed spending vacations on Marco Island, 
will be remembered as “Candy Grandy” and the 
“Dutchess” and will be missed by many. 

winning many golf tournaments.  She particularly 
enjoyed playing in team events, including the 
prestigious Girard Memorial, where she is the 
only female to play in the event’s history.

Norma had an amazing eye for colors and 
detail which helped her become a tremendous oil 
painter.  Her paintings became the centerpiece of 
her home, which was brightened by their colorful 
palettes.  Norma’s sense of color, which matched 
her vivacious personality, was also reflected in 
her fashion.  She was sure to be the best dressed 
at whatever event she attended, sporting a well-
coordinated, colorful, flowery ensemble.

Garden club 
order pick-up 

reminder
The North Oaks Garden Club would like to thank 

community members who placed orders with us 
this spring and remind customers of the following 
pick-up dates and times:

Hanging baskets (front page of order form):  
Monday, May 8 — 3 to 6 p.m.

All other plants (back page of order form): 
Thursday, May 11 —  3 to 7 p.m. 

Your order will be waiting for you to be picked 
up at the Hill Farm, 35 Hill Farm Circle. Just pull 
into the Hill Farm and you will be directed to 
your order where it will be placed directly in your 
vehicle.

If you have any questions, send an email to 
nogardenclub@gmail.com.

Thank you to the community for its continued 
support of the North Oaks Garden Club, a 501 (c) 3 
nonprofit organization. 

North Oaks Garden Club

City COunCil
Highlights from the April 13, City Council meeting
 

•  The consent agenda was approved including city 
financials, arborist and mechanical licenses, City 
Council meeting minutes of  2.27.23 and 3.9.23, 
and the annual contract with the Human Society 
of  Woodbury as the resource for Ramsey County 
Sheriff Animal Control. 

•  Ramsey County Sheriff Deputy Lassegard shared 
his monthly report, along with guidance to 
keep red mailbox flags down to secure outgoing 
checks, removing food sources to keep bears/
coyote away, and noted the red flag warning for no 
burning at this time. If  there is a vulnerable adult 
in the community please let him know at Matt.
Lassegard@CO.RAMSEY.MN.US. His full report 
can be found in the 4.13.2023 City Council meeting 
packet. 

•  Lake Johanna Fire Chief  Tim Boehkle provided 
an update on year 2022 fire department alarm calls 
and future plans. There were 581 calls in North 
Oaks last year, with 75% of  them EMS calls. There 
are 85 part-time fire fighters serving the cities of  
North Oaks, Shoreview, and Arden Hills as part 
of  the joint service agreement. They are seeing a 
demand for staffing among multiple agencies, and 
they are looking to hire additional full-time staff 
to cover gaps. Discussions will continue regarding 
employee retention as well as long-term funding of  
resources and stations. 

•  Geoffrey Mass from Ramsey County presented on 
their services and imagery used by the Ramsey 
County assessor’s office. They are requesting 
the City Council and NOHOA to consider 
allowing them to take street view imagery in our 
community. Follow up conversations will take 
place regarding concerns of  security of  data, who 
would have access, public security, authority and 
if  a true need for this information. 

•  Vadnais Lake Area Water Management 
Organization (VLAWMO) presented on the 
upcoming Wilkinson Water Quality project. 
Council authorized City Administrator Kevin 
Kress to formally draft a letter of  approval of  the 
project. 

•  Council approved lowest bid for the Charley 
Lake Townhomes Association Shoreview water 
connection project. Authorized the city to 
move forward discussions with contractor and 
potentially start construction in the fall/winter 
2023. There was discussion of  funding cost, size of  
pipe and potential for connecting other homes in 
future. 

•  Two bids have been received from Engineer 
firms to put together a North Oaks Master 
Infrastructure Plan looking at the long term needs 
of  the community. The goal is to have all firms that 
solicited bids present to council prior to the next 
May City Council meeting. 

•  Council authorized a switch to from H.R. Green to 
Sambatek as the City Engineer. 
The full City Council meeting can be viewed at 

https://ninenorth.org/your-city/north-oaks.
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CALL NOWCALL NOW 
Free Storm Damage Estimates

Financing 
Available

Your local Roofing Contractor
Roofing • Siding • Doors • Windows

Located in White Bear Lake

 651-287-3720
Serving the 
Minneapolis 

Metropolitan Area
TIMBERLINE
ROOFING AND CONTRACTING

TimberlineRoofingMN.com
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Save The DaTe
Save the dates for upcoming events this summer

North Oaks Children’s Hospital 
Association Guild 1 summer social

Join us for a fun night out to kick off the 2023 
season from 4:30 to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, June 20 at 
the wine room at the North Oaks Golf Club. Bring 
your friends and learn more about the Guild and 
our annual Holiday Home Tour & Boutique. We 
are excited to welcome new members and celebrate 
together after another successful event in 2022.  
Hors d’hoeuvres & dessert will be served alongside 
a cash bar. Consider becoming a part of this 
amazing group of women and help us make our next 
contribution to Children’s Hospital Association 
better than ever. You can make a difference in the 
lives of these young children & their families. We 
would like to extend a  thank you to our sponsors 
who were  inadvertently missed from the April 
issue of the North Oaks News — Tradition Capital 
Bank, Isaacson Gentle Dentistry and Walter 
Krebsbach.

Garden Club tour 
The North Oaks Garden Club tour  will take 

place from 4 to 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 19. Our 
rain date will be Thursday, July 20. There will be 
four gardens to enjoy with 30 minutes of browsing 
time at each location. The starting point of the 
tour this year will be the Wilkinson Pavilion, 
5706 Centerville Road in North Oaks. Stop at the 
pavilion at 3:45 p.m. to receive a tour program and 
the location reveal of this year’s gardens. Please 
consider carpooling where possible.

PET MEMORIAL
The death of your beloved pet leaves a heartache no one can heal. 

Their love leaves a memory you immortalize forever by publishing a 
special tribute as an Obituary or in Memoriam.

Share your cherished thoughts so they live on forever.

1 column x 3” ad. Your obituary will appear in 
our classified section under “Pet Obituary.” 
Your ad will appear in the White Bear Press, 
Vadnais Heights Press, Quad Press, Shoreview 
Press, The Lowdown and The Citizen.

Call our Classified Department
651-407-1250 or email classified@presspubs.com

$25
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T O P  P R O D U C E R  &  R E G U L A R  G U Y !

“A f t e r  m o n t h s  o f  l i s t i n g  w i t h  a n o t h e r  r e a l  e s t t e  c o m p a n y ,  w e  w e r e 
t i r e d  o f  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  s h o w i n g s . 

W e  c h a n g e d  a g e n t s  a n d  h i r e d  M a r c  w h o  b r o u g h t  a  c a s h  o f f e r  i n  3 0 
d a y s .  A m a z i n g  f o r  a n  u p p e r  b r a c k e t  h o m e . 

M a r c ,  y o u  a r e  a  r e a l l y  h a r d  w o r k e r  -  l e s s  t a l k ,  m o r e  e f f o r t  b e h i n d 
t h e  s c e n e s  t o  p r o d u c e  r e s u l t s .”

T h i s  i s  W H Y.  T H A N K  Y O U ! ! ! 
J e n n i e  a n d  J o h n  f o r  t r u s t i n g  m e  t o  h e l p  w i t h  t h e  s a l e  o f  y o u r  h o m e .

5  B E D  |  4  B AT H  |  2  C A R  G A R A G E  |  $ 8 9 5 , 0 0 0
T h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  N o r t h  O a k s  h o m e  h a s  a l l  t h e  F r a n k  L l o y d  W r i g h t  e l e m e n t s .  B e a u t i f u l  a r c h i t e c t u r e 
d e t a i l s  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  o f f e r  e x p a n s i v e  v i e w s  o f  n a t u r e  a n d  a b u n d a n t  s p a c e  f o r  y o u r 
a r t  a n d  b o o k s .

F i v e  b e d r o o m s  a n d  t w o  o f f i c e s  g i v e s  t h e  f a m i l y  s p a c e .  A d d i t i o n a l  g a r a g e  a n d  w o r k s h o p  a r e a  u n d e r n e a t h 
t h e  m a i n  l e v e l  g a r a g e .  T h e  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  a n d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l  w i l l  n o t  d i s a p p o i n t .   
 

1  N O R D  C I R C L E

C O M I N G  S O O N
M L S  #  6 3 5 2 1 1 9
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The North Oaks News 
interviewed Andy Michels of  
Michels Homes. Michels Homes 
is a family owned and operated 
residential new homes and 
remodeling company with four 
generations of  experience in 
the construction industry. Andy 
supervises all remodels and new 
home builds working closely with 
each homeowner, walking them 
through each step of  the design 
and building process to ensure 
every home is built to match the 
individual tastes and lifestyles of  
each client.

Q: Tell us a little bit about 
yourselves?

A: Michels Homes is a four 
generation home builder and 
remodeler based in North 
Oaks with deep roots in the 
community. We focus on 
delivering that “boutique” 
type of  experience to our 
clients. Each project we touch 
is different and unique in 
every way. Our teams are 
adaptable, approachable and 
invited guests into your home. 
Building and remodeling 
your home is a very personal 
process and we strive to deliver 
an exceptional experience and 
ultimately sustainable and 
high quality a product. We 
have a small team of  just three 
to ensure this experience.

Q: How did you get involved in 
building/remodeling?

A: I began sweeping and cleaning 
many of  the houses we built 
right here in North Oaks 
growing up. I rode my bike to 
many job sites transitioning 
thru almost each trade for a 
little while to cross train. After 
college at UW-Stout I came 
aboard full time.

Q: Do you live in North Oaks? If 
so, how long?

A: I grew up in North Oaks. Dad 
built our first North Oaks 
home on Blue Jay Lane in 1989 
and then Bent Tree Lane. I 
purchased my own home in 
2010 on Thompson Lane.

Q: What do you like most about 
living in North Oaks?

A: Amber and I love the sense of  
community that North Oaks 
has. Although we moved to 
Hugo in 2019, we are constantly 
in North Oaks and engaged 
with so many lifetime friends 
who live in North Oaks. 

Q: How many awards have you 
won and what were they for?

A: We have won Remodeler of  
the Year twice from Housing 
First MN in 2011 and 2018, 
dozens of  Remodeler of  Merit 
Awards from HFMN, dozens 
of  Contractor of  the Year 

Awards from NARI (National 
Association of  Remodelers), and 
Best of  House numerous times. 
Our clients LOVE their homes 
and LOVE telling the world 
what we do - THANK YOU!

Q: How many designers are on 
your team? Who are they?

A: Megan Dent is our in-house 
designer. She is a trained ASID 
and NKBA Certified Kitchen and 
Bath designer. Megan and I have 
worked together for 9+ years. 
Our collaboration enhances the 
experience and outcome of  our 
projects. She is amazing!

Q: What are your hobbies?
A: Amber and I have three 

daughters - Quinn, Adley 
Jo and Wren. Spending 
time teaching them to enjoy 
outdoors, golf  and any power 
sports. Teaching them to 
be respectful humans is my 
goal as Dad! I am involved in 
multiple committees and a 
director at Housing First MN 
where we advocate and work 
hard for home ownership and 
affordability.

Noelle Olson

  
A modern farmhouse Michels Homes completed for a retired couple who wanted to be close to 
their grandkids and put in a pool specifically for them. It is on the North Oaks golf course.  

  
A lower level remodel done by Michels Homes on the North Oaks golf course. 

Michels Homes team of three. (From left) Katie Chirhart, 
Andy Michels and Megan Dent. 

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED  
A Steinbring fireplace was part of a large kitchen 
remodel which encompassed turning the existing 
fireplace into a wood burning pizza oven.  

  
The Lake Johanna project was a whole home remodel that Michels Homes had on the 
Artisan Home Tour. 

  
(From left) Andrew Chirhart, Katie Chirhart, Andy Michels, Amber Michels, Megan Dent 
and  Elliott Zell at the Housing First “Big Night” awards gala. Michels Homes won two 
awards called ROMA or Remodeler of Merit Award. 

Michels Homes:

Building and 
remodeling ‘four’ 

generations
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City News
Brush pickup day coming 

The City and NOHOA are co-hosting 
and coordinating a brush pickup for 
interested residents. Brush Pickup 
Day is Thursday, May 25. If all the 
brush is not picked up that day, work 
will continue over the weekend. The 
estimated cost for a dumpster size 
load of brush (14ft X 7.5ft X 3.5 ft and 
equals 10 cubic yards) is $140, but 
rates vary depending on the amount 
of brush. Residents are asked to place 
brush with ends facing the street.

Budget Tree Service will be doing 
the work, with assistance of the 
city forester to answer resident 
questions. If you are interested in 
signing up for this service, please 
review the letter for pricing detail and 
instructions, and return the waiver to 
the city office via email northoaks@
northoaksmn.gov, or stopping by the 
city office by May 23rd. Call at 651-
792-7750 with any questions.

Locking mailbox order 
placed

The spring order for Locking 
mailboxes has been placed. Once the 
order arrives, residents that pre-
ordered will be called for pick up your 
mailbox at City Hall. We will have a 
limited supply of extra’s available for 
purchase. The mail manager size is 
$100, and the larger package master is 
$205. (includes tax, shipping). Contact 
City Hall at 651-792-7750 if interested 
in purchasing one of the extra 
mailboxes. Information on sizes can 
be found on the city website at Order 
a Locking Mailbox | City of North 
Oaks, MN (northoaksmn.gov).

 North Oaks public safety 
data

Interested in public safety trends for 
our North Oaks Community? You can 
view the first quarter Ramsey County 
Sheriff’s office report of North Oaks 
incident call data from 2019 – 2023 at 
2023-q1_rc_sheriff_north_oaks.pdf 
(northoaksmn.gov).

Prevent conflicts with bears 
with these spring tips

With bears emerging from 
hibernation in the coming weeks, the 
Minnesota Department of Natural

Resources (DNR) reminds 
homeowners to check their property 
for food sources that could attract 
bears.

“Please take the time now to remove 
or secure anything that could attract 
a bear,” said Eric Nelson,

DNR wildlife damage program 
supervisor. “Prevention is key. Once a 
bear finds a food source, it will

likely return again.”
Avoid bear conflicts by following 

these tips around the yard.
• Any time you feed birds, you risk 

attracting bears. Avoid feeding 
birds from April 1 to Nov. 15. If you 
still wish to feed birds, hang bird 
feeders 10 feet up and 4 feet out from 
the nearest trees.

•  Do not put out feed for wildlife 
(like corn, oats, pellets or molasses 
blocks).

•  Do not leave food from barbecues 
and picnics outdoors, especially 
overnight. Standard coolers are 
not bear-proof. Clean and store 
barbecue grills in a secure shed 
or garage away from windows and 
doors after each use.

•  Harvest garden produce as it 
matures, pick any fruit left on trees 
and collect any fallen fruit.

•  Locate gardens away from forests 
and shrubs that bears may use for 
cover.

•  Store pet food inside and feed pets 
inside. If pets must be fed outdoors, 
feed them only as much as they will 
eat.
If there is a bear sighting in your 

area of North Oaks, please contact the 
city so we may alert other neighbors 
in the area that it is passing through.

White Bear/Shoreview water sprinkling and irrigation 
restrictions

There are several sources of water 
service that is provided to those in 
our North Oaks community. If your 

Egg hunt brings 
community together

TAMMY BRICE
Over 400 people converged on a sunny, snowy day at the annual Egg Hunt at the West 
Recreation Center in North Oaks. 77
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Looking for a builder to build your dream home on 
your dream land? We can build on your land with 

services to both help you find your land and design the 
home of your dreams.  

651-429-8032 

We Can 
Remodel 
Too 

We Can 
Remodel 

Too

home is on Shoreview or White Bear 
Lake Township water, please abide by 
any watering restrictions that are in 
place for watering lawns. Both White 
Bear Township and Shoreview may 
assess penalties for violation of their 
watering restrictions.

Shoreview water restrictions are 
in effect from May 15 – Sept. 15 and 
allows irrigation for even numbered 
house addresses on even numbered 
calendar days before 11 a.m. or after 5 
p.m. Odd numbered house addresses 
may irrigate only on odd numbered 
calendar days before 11 a.m. or after 
5 p.m.

White Bear Township allows 
irrigation for even numbered house 
addresses on even numbered calendar 
days from 6 to 10 a.m. and 6 to 10 
p.m. Odd numbered house addresses 
may irrigate only on odd numbered 
calendar days from 6 to 10 a.m. and 6 
to 10 p.m.

For those on private wells, for most 
efficient watering we encourage 
you to water your lawn during the 
overnight hours to limit evaporation 
during the hot summer season 
and make best use of our natural 
resources.

Tick season
Once temperatures consistently 

above 32 degrees ticks can be active. 
Remember to check for ticks after 
outdoor activity and keep in mind 
they may be the size of a pen point 
this time of year, so look closely. 
Report any tick encounters at https://
www.northoaksmn.gov/home/news/
tick-task-force-survey-going-survey 
to help the tick task force track 
where problem areas may reside. 
Use this helpful guide at  https://
www.northoaksmn.gov/sites/g/files/
vyhlif5416/f/uploads/tick_task_
force_-_tick_check.pdfon where ticks 
are likely to hide if they hitch-hike a 
ride back home with you, along with 
helpful prevention tips.

Construction noise
With the approach of summer 

comes outdoor construction season. 
There are several new homes going 
in around our community. The 
City follows state guidelines for 
construction noise which allow 
construction from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Monday – Friday, and 9 a.m. to 5 

p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. If you 
are building a home or have other 
exterior work being done, please 
remind your general contractor of 
these hours, to keep peace and be a 
good neighbor.

Fishing is prohibited
Reminder that fishing is not 

permitted by residents or guests of 
residents of the city of North Oaks, 
as per Minnesota Natural Resources 
Department Statute 6262.0500. Those 
caught fishing will be ticketed and are 
subject to paying a fine. https://www.
revisor.mn.gov/rules/6262.0500/.

Good news — there’s 10,000 other 
lakes in Minnesota you can fish!

Save the Date—City/NOHOA recycling day – Saturday, 
June 24

As you begin spring cleaning and 
start gathering those hard to get rid 
of items around the house, keep in 
mind the upcoming city recycling 
event. The city and NOHOA will be 
co-hosting the 5th annual recycling 
and paper shredding event from 8 
a.m. to 12 p.m. Saturday, June 24,  at 
Southpointe Fields, just off Highway 
96 and east of the city offices. This 
event is open to North Oaks residents 
only.

Residents will be able to drop off 
a wide range of recyclable items, 
including lamps, light bulbs, 
household and automotive batteries, 
computers, hard drives, TV monitors 
and other electronics, mattresses, box 
springs, grills, residential appliances, 
shredding, scrap metal, and ink/
toner cartridges. The full list of items 
that can be accepted and coupon for 
one free item per household will be 
published on the city website by May 
15.

There will be a fee for most 
items, although automotive batteries, 
cell phones, tablets, cords, cables, 
wires and holiday lights will be 
FREE. For questions, please contact 
the city office at northoaks@
northoaksmn.gov or call the city 
office at 651-792-7750.

 Looking for a builder to build your dream home on 
your dream land? We can build on your land with

services to both help you find your land and design the 
home of your dreams.
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Council Member Sara Shah: ‘I want to 
preserve what we have for future generations’ 

By Noelle Olson
Editor

City Council Member Sara Shah grew up not too 
far from North Oaks and loves the great outdoors.

“My family was always outdoors regardless of  
the season,” said Shah, who grew up in White Bear 
Lake. “We spent a lot of  our summers camping all 
over Minnesota. My father taught my sister, my 
brother and me everything to know about  survival 
in the wilderness. But he also told us how to respect 
nature. And I still carry many of  those values with 
me today. It was a great childhood.”

After college Shah worked for Accenture 
Consulting and said she was on an airplane nearly 
every week. 

“My life was a little bit out of  balance,” Shah 
said. “That’s when I jumped into the corporate 
world and worked for Target headquarters. I 
managed large projects that inevitably were around 
implementing system and business improvements 
that usually involved different stakeholders, 
different viewpoints, multimillion-dollar budgets, 
tight timelines and obviously lots of  issues. It was 
actually a great experience because I still apply a lot 
of  those tools and skill sets in my life today.”

Shah met her husband Neil through Match.com in 
2006. 

“We courted online for several weeks with various 
emails to each other,” Shah said. “We eventually 
met at a coffee shop in Minneapolis. I remember 
that day so vividly that we talked for nearly 3 ½   
hours and at the end of  that first date, I knew I was 
going to marry him.” 

She was right. The couple got married in 2010 at 
the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden. In 2013 they  
started their business Clarus Dermatology (Neil is a 
board-certified dermatologist). 

The Shahs lived in St. Paul where they bought and 
renovated a 1907 Victorian home. 

“Neil and I thought we’d live there for 30-plus 

years,” Shah said. “We worked very hard on it and 
a lot of  TLC was put into it. But the neighborhood 
started having issues with break-ins, burglaries 
and then assaults were happening on Friday nights 
on the sidewalk two blocks down when the sun was 
going down. We then started to question if  it was 
really the right place to raise a family.” 

In 2016, the couple 
decided to move and 
bought a home in North 
Oaks.  

“It was one of  the best 
decisions we’ve ever 
made,” she said. “We 
immediately loved the 
sense of  community 
and the abundance of  
nature. The city was 
safe and secure. We 
found our property in 
the north and it’s truly 
a perfect place to raise a 
family.”

Shah loves being 
a mom to her four 
children — Audrey, 

Bennett, Dessa and Cora. “They bring us a lot of  joy. 
We laugh a lot and have a lot of  fun. Neil and I feel 
very blessed.”

Shah was appointed to the North Oaks City 
Council in 2018. Then she served on the Planning 
Commission from 2019-2020. She was elected to the 
City Council in 2020 and is currently in her third 
year. 

“That was really a great combination for me as a 
council member because the Planning Commission 
gave me a great understanding of  the city’s 
comprehensive plan,” Shah said. “Also it gave 
me an overall understanding of  the development 
process. It really was ultimately the best building 
block before I got to City Council.” 

Shah believes local government should be 
transparent and responsible. 

“I do a lot of  research before every vote and I 
check in with my constituents,” she said. “And if  
they don’t check in with me, I start calling them 
because this is their city and their home. I really 
encourage residents to stay engaged and use their 
voices. I truly serve the people.” 

Hobbies
Shah describes herself  as a “huge gardener.” 
“I always have a variety of  peppers, carrots, and 

cucumbers and everybody knows I like to pickle so 
I’m well known for pickling come July and August,” 
Shah said. “And I love giving it away as a gift to 
friends or family.” 

During the summer the Shah family is busy 
swimming in their pool and has plenty of  bonfires. 
“You can’t help but enjoy our backyard because 
we’re in the middle of  nature,” she said. “We love 
biking and fishing with my extended family.” 

In the winter the family is busy going to Audrey’s 
gymnastics meets and Bennett’s hockey games.

“We are an active family,” Shah said. “I’m pretty 
close to my siblings who live in the Twin Cities area  
so we often get together and I am grateful that we 
can do that.”

Shah feels North Oaks is a “diamond” with 
many facets and that there is something here for 
everyone. 

“I am grateful to be a part of  North Oaks and 
call it home,” Shah said. “I want to preserve what 
we have for future generations and that’s why I 
took an active role. It’s an opportunity to make a 
difference and ensure that North Oaks remains the 
community we all love.”

Noelle Olson is the editor of  the North Oaks News. 
She can be reached at northoaksnews@presspubs.

com or 651-407-1229

When you need us, we are here to help.

*Servicing all brands *Servicing all brands 

Read our reviews and check out our current promotions at 
www.krinkies.com

Licensed, Bonded, InsuredLicensed, Bonded, Insured
Serving the St. Paul and Surrounding AreaServing the St. Paul and Surrounding Area

651-426-5220 651-426-5220 

24/7 Emergency Service24/7 Emergency Service
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FREE TRIP CHARGE 
With repair 

$109 value!
Valid during regular business 

hours • Expires 5/31/23

5350 Hwy 61 N. Ste. 3, WBL, MN | 651-528-8527
@Farmhouse.Style.Furniture | www.PutnamFarmhouse.com
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  KKiittcchheennss,,  VVaanniittiieess
&&  FFuurrnniittuurree

PUTNAM COLLECTION

BORN & BUILT IN MINNESOTA

Sign up Online at CostaCSA.com
Visit our website for more info and pickup sites 

76
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44

CSA Community Supported AgricultureCSA Community Supported Agriculture
Full, Half & Mini Share Memberships AvailableFull, Half & Mini Share Memberships Available

12 Weeks of Super Fresh Homegrown Veggies Grown Locally 

at Costa Farm & Greenhouse • USDA Food Safety Certified 

Non-GMO

40 Pickup Locations in the Metro Area!40 Pickup Locations in the Metro Area!
Sign up deadline May 30Sign up deadline May 30thth

BEST  Selection of Annuals in Town!BEST  Selection of Annuals in Town!

Order Online at CostaGreenhouse@.comOrder Online at CostaGreenhouse@.com
Located on Hwy 96 between Located on Hwy 96 between 
White Bear Lake & StillwaterWhite Bear Lake & Stillwater
Hours: 9am-6:30pm Daily Hours: 9am-6:30pm Daily 

Expires 6/15/2023 Not valid with other coupons or offers • costaproducefarm.com

FREE 4 PACK OF ANNUALS
with $40 purchase. 

• Hanging Baskets • Annuals • Herbs• Hanging Baskets • Annuals • Herbs
Veggie Plants • Soil • Gift CardsVeggie Plants • Soil • Gift Cards

• Curbside Pickup or Delivery Available• Curbside Pickup or Delivery Available

Great Gifts for Great Gifts for 
Mother’s Day!Mother’s Day!
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PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED
(From left) Sara, Cora, Audrey, Bennett, Dessa, and Neil 
Shah. The white labrador is the family dog Reykjavik — 
aka Rekki.

City Council Member Sara 
Shah
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Get your photos in the LONO (Lens on North Oaks). Email photos to northoaksnews@presspubs.com. 
A photo requires name(s) for who or what is in the picture, description (when, where and why), credit to the photographer,

300 dpi or 1000 px (pixels) by 1000 px, and permission if using professional photos. Please use the subject line “LONO” in your email.

LONO
 Lens   On    North  Oaks North OaksNewswww.northoaksnews.com

North Suburban BP 415 Hwy 96 Shoreview 651 484-9600

Any Service Special

Limit one coupon per visit. Not Valid with any other offers.  
Most vehicles. Expires 5/31/23

ANY REPAIR OR MAINTENANCE 
SERVICE OF $50 OR MORE$10 OFF

ANY REPAIR OR MAINTENANCE 
SERVICE OF $100 OR MORE$20 OFF

ANY REPAIR OR MAINTENANCE 
SERVICE OF $200 OR MORE$30 OFF

$2500 OFF
Oil Change Specials

Not valid with any only offers. Tax and shop supplies extra. Most 
vehicles. Expires 5/31/23

Any Semi Synthetic or Full 
Synthetic Oil Change

Fantastic 
Auto Repair 
at Fantastic 

Prices!
Complete Automotive Service Center

All repairs backed by our 3 Year, 
36,000 Mile Warranty

Service Center Hours M-F 7-7, Sat 8-4

Now Offering Full Now Offering Full 
Service Gasoline Service Gasoline 

Mon-SatMon-Sat
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A Bald Eagle perching in a leafless tree.
—  Andrew Flaherty

Two sandhill cranes returning to the wetlands just north of 
North Deep Lake Road.

—  Bryan Clapper

Mother nature gives an April fools 
surpise.

—  Ken Klein

NORTHE community 
group to host meet 

and greet
By Courtney Lewis Opdahl
Contributing Writer

Join your neighbors for 
a community-building 
gathering with the founders 
of NORTHE from 2 to 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, May 7, at the 
West Rec building. NORTHE, 
which stands for North Oaks 
Residents Together for Human 
Equity, will host the event 
and provide coffee and tea for 
guests. 

Founded in 2020, NORTHE 
is a community organization 
open to all residents of 
North Oaks. The mission 

of NORTHE is to foster 
a welcoming, inclusive 
neighborhood by promoting 
equity, civility, appreciation, 
and respect for one another 
through community building, 
community outreach, and 
community action. For more 
information, visit their 
website at www.northe.mn 
or email the group at northe.
oaks@gmail.com. RSVPs are 
appreciated via email or the 
NORTHE Facebook group for 
accurate count for beverages.

Courtney Lewis Opdahl is a 
NORTHE founding member

Two winners for the 
annual ice out contest

North Oaks residents Annie Bullert and 
Amanda Schaller guessed April 16 for 
the ice to be completely gone on Pleasant 
Lake. There were 63 entries this year. 

The winners get a six-pack of beer of their 
choice. The contest is sponsored by Chad 
Tutur and Dr. Ken Klein.

ROB CROCKARELL
This photo was taken a day before the ice was completely off Pleasant Lake.
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North Oaks Service AdS Our goal is to give you the best local solutions for all of 
your North Oaks service needs

651-426-8660

TREE REMOVAL
TREE TRIMMING

Licensed in
North Oaks

FAST 
DEPENDABLE 

INSURED

Free 

Wood 

Chips

BRUSH & STUMP REMOVAL
LOT CLEANING AND CLEARING

Schneider 
Custom 

Woodworks

Custom 
CABINETRY!

Free Estimates & Callbacks
within 24 hours

schneidercustomwoodwork.com
651-213-6638

Commercial & Residential

CUSTOM WOODWORKS

When you need us, we are here to help.

*Servicing all brands

*Call for Senior 
Discount Available 

Check our website 
for current promotions

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
DAIKIN Serving the St. Paul and Surrounding Area

Call 651-426-5220 or visit 

Free Estimate • 24/7 Emergency Service

www.krinkies.com

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

w Roofing • Siding • Windows

(763) 315-3911

License # BC545108

4105 85th Avenue N. Brooklyn Park, MN 

allamericanrestorationllc.com

FREE ESTIMATES!

651/436.1367

Custom 
Tree Care 
Certified
Licensed
Insured

PROFESSIONAL
CERTIFIED TREE CARE

www.northernarborists.com

Specializing in: 
• Cabinet Enameling
• Texture Removal/Repair
• Interior Painting and  
   Exterior Painting.
• Hardboard Painting (Hardie Plank and LP)

CALL US FOR A FREE PROPOSAL  

651-336-0561
www.completecustompaint.com

16 years in business servicing the  
North East Metro. 

Discounts for Veterans and Senior Citizens. 

Honest Work for Honest Pay

651-270-7360
Reasonable Rates 
all jokes and laughs 

are free

Servicing All 
Major Appliance Brands

Major Credit Cards Accepted

 

FREE ESTIMATES
Bill 651-775-8396

www.allaroundremodeling.com 
Insured • Bonded • License# BC637741

23 years & going strong!

Interior/Exterior 
Remodeling

• Roofing/Siding • Windows 
• Gutters • Decks • Bathrooms 
• Additions • Kitchens
• Major/Minor Remodeling 
• Doors/Windows • Garages 

North Oaks 
Referral 

Available

• Tree Removal/Trimming
• Emergency Services Available

• Free Estimates

Call Jason Today!

Tree Service You Can Trust

763-310-4582
Www.abovealltreeservice.net

If you know of a trusted contractor to help out the great people of  North Oaks,
please send your recommendation to North Oaks News Service Directory. At 651-407-1223 or northoaks@presspubs.com

Call or Text 612-424-7300 | jonesmulchservice.com

We will supply, 
deliver and 
install mulch 
to refresh your 
existing beds

Let us do the hard work so you can enjoy your summer!
residential and commercial

Deck Cleaning & Staining
Professional - Prompt
Guaranteed Results

651-699-3504
www.rooftodeck.com
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• Complete Range of 
Household Projects

• Design, Build, Install
• Kitchen Cabinets to 

Wet Bars
• Any Wood Species
• Free In Home 

Consultation
• North Oaks           

References

612-221-2666
cjr4@woodworkingbychuck.com

WOODWORKING
BY CHUCK, LLC

EARTH WIZARDS

earthwizards.co | 763-784-3833

Asphalt Concrete
Eco options

 Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Garage Floors, Aprons

PAVING for
smart living

Family-operated for 3 
generations

Woman-owned,
employee-centered

651-746-4582
www.northlandlandscape.com

Bonded Insured • Lic #BC638094

Custom Decks/Footing Repair
Screen Rooms/Additions
Garages/Roofi ng/Siding
Aluminum/Glass/Cable Railings
All Repairs Call Us for

WINTER
SPECIALS
SPRING

CONTRIBUTED
Some of the original Villagers.

featured speakers and two evening 
events for couples. 

“At one time there were over 
100 members,” McDougall said. 
“Villagers is still going strong with 
many original members having 
attended for over 35 years.”

The Villagers have a “girls’ night 
out” every month. McDougall said 
they also do community volunteer 
work, go to art and museum tours, 
plays and concerts. Recently they 

volunteered by packing for Feed My 
Starving Children.

“It’s a great way to meet new people 
of  different walks of  life and age 
ranges,” McDougall said. “Some of  us 
have similar interests and sometimes 
we get new interests because of  the 
people we meet. I’ve made lifelong 
friends from being in the Villagers 
and tt’s a great way to get to know 
people in our community.”

North Oaks Villagers –  FROM PAGE 1A

Upcoming North Oaks 
Villagers events in May
Book Club 

The book club will meet at 9:45 a.m. 
Tuesday, May 2 at Ann Long’s home, 
50 S. Deep Lake Rd, North Oaks. 
The group will discuss “Horse” by 
Geraldine Brooks, and Margaret 
Thorn will lead the discussion. 
RSVP to Ann (ann.long@comcast.
net or 651-482-0923). The June book 
will be “The Revolutionary: Sam 
Adams” by Stacy Schiff. To find out 
more about book club call Ann Long 
at 651-482-0923.

Recipe Exchange 
Join the recipe exchange group at 

the home of  Debbie Andrews at 11:30 
a.m. Monday, May 22. This month 
will feature Asian food. Please 
contact Debbie at andrewsd424@
gmail.com to RSVP and choose your 
recipe category.

Out and About 
Join the group at 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, May 25, at Crooners 
Supper Club, 6161 Highway 65 N. 
E. in Enjoy the music show “Divas 
Through the Decades.” Tickets 
are $35 per person which you may 
purchase on your own or by calling 
Crooners at 763-571-9020 (friends 
and significant others are welcome 
to attend). You may order dinner 
and drinks on your own for an extra 
charge, starting one hour before the 
performance and continuing during 
the show. Please email Margaret 
Thorn (m.thorn40@comcast.net) 
by May 23 if  you are attending so 
arrangements can be made to sit 
together as a group.

Contact Joy Burdick (651-307-6338 
or joyburdick@yahoo.com) with 
questions about membership or 
changes to your information. Dues 
are $10 and can be mailed to Voni 
Swenson, 4839 Moon Lake Circle, 
White Bear Twp. 55127. Make checks 
out to “Villagers.”
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So my story became my work.  

Before I founded Northern Stars Home Care, I served one 

president of sales and marketing.  I was involved there in 
nearly every aspect of day-to-day operations.  

close to my clients.  When you call, it's me you'll talk with. 

hasn't forgotten her own experience – someone who will 
work on your behalf as if you were family. 

I choose my care team personally and stand behind our 
services 100%.  And I’m just a phone call away. 

Please contact me to learn more about Northern Stars 
Home Care. I’d love to hear from you and design a care 
plan that is just right for you or your loved one.

Sincerely,

Christine Allen, President/Owner
Northern Stars Home Care, LLC

Dear Prospective Client, 

Throughout my life, I’ve been the 
family caregiver – the go-to person 
when someone was ill, needed 
assistance in his or her home, or 

often thought, “What do other 
people do if they have no one 
to help them?” It bothered me. 
It bothered me a lot.

Fax: 651.528.6649
callen@northernstarshomecare.com

www.northernstarshomecare.com

Cell: 651.895.3464 
Fax: 651.528.6649

callen@northernstarshomecare.com
www.northernstarshomecare.com

Responsive. Reliable. Right for you.

Responsive.
•  Care plan that meets your needs 
•  Available where you need us
       •  Private home, independent living facility,
          assisted living facility, memory care facility
•  Available when you need us 
•  Available up to 24 hours

Reliable.
•  Licensed 
•  Trained, respectful and compassionate CNAs/caregivers  
•

Right for you.
•  Personal care
       •  Dressing, bathing, grooming, toileting
•  Medication management and reminders
•  Homemaking assistance
       •  Light housekeeping, meal preparation, laundry
•  Companionship 
•  Escort to appointments and errands
•  Wellness
       •
          range of motion exercises
•  Specialized care
       •  Palliative care, partner with hospice

         

651.528.6649
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Christine Allen, Owner 
North Oaks Resident

Caring for our Community

The Preferred Home Care 
Provider in North Oaks
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Annual membership 
drive for the Hill Farm 

Historical Society
Now is the time to renew your Hill 

Farm Historical Society annual 
membership. The North Oaks Hill 
Farm belongs to you and all residents 
of the North Oaks community.

Thirty years ago the granary (red 
barn) blacksmith/machine shop and 
dairy buildings showed the ravages 
of time and desperately needed 
restoration to become a credit to the 
community. The Hill Farm Historical 
Society (HFHS) was created to restore 
the buildings and provide exhibits to 
tell the story of how North Oaks Farm 
aided the development of the Great 
Northern Railroad from St. Paul to 
the West coast in 1893. Your annual 
membership donation to HFHS helps 
to preserve and maintain this North 
Oaks treasure.

HFHS hosts annual events at the 
Hill Farm for the enjoyment of HFHS 

members and local residents. Events 
planned for 2023 are as follows:
• An ice cream social on June 25 with 

tours of the buildings to see exhibits 
showing how the buildings were 
used.

•  Farm Fest and a silent auction on 
September 10 with special items 
only available at the HFHS silent 
auction.

Support the Hill Farm Historical 
Society today. To renew your HFHS 
membership for 2023 or to become a 
new member please visit our website 
at www.hillfarmhistoricalsociety.
com or call Tami McNeil at 651-402-
5125. HFHS is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization.

Hill Farm Historical Society

KEN KLEIN 
The granary at the Hill Farm.



8B8B | NORTH OAKS NEWS   MAY 2023
www.northoaksnews.com

Home on Sunshine Lane – SOLD in Multiple OffersHome on Sunshine Lane – SOLD in Multiple Offers

Krista WolterKrista Wolter      612.247 .5106612.247 .5106

EExperience the difference...xperience the difference...

©2023 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated. If your property is listed 
with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. 

time to list your home with Krista Wolter!time to list your home with Krista Wolter!
Homes are in high demandHomes are in high demand —  — NOWNOW is the is the
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COSMETIC DENTISTRY
I truly admire the work 
of Dr. Gorman as he has 
given me a natural smile 
that receives countless 
compliments.”

- Molly

2022

of the Press

“

Tour Our New Model:
Thurs - Sun 12-5pm

MODEL
NOW OPEN
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1994:

• A public hearing is held on 
a proposed update to the 
comprehensive plan. 

•  Heritage Days 1994 is scheduled for 
late May or early June to celebrate 
restoration of  the exterior dairy 
building and to fire up a forge 
the Hill Farm Historical Society 
recently required. 

1995:

North Oaks’ founding father, Louis 
W. Hill, Jr. passes away at his North 
Oaks home at the age of  93. 

1996:

Residents gather to discuss 
reforestation with members of  the 
Reforestation Committee at the 
group’s first meeting.

1997:

North Oaks Company 
representatives propose zoning 
changes to allow for assisted living 
housing to be built in the commercial 
area north of  the financial building 
and Village Center Drive.

1998:

A public hearing is held to 
address the addition of  a 150-foot 
telecommunications tower to be 
constructed near the maintenance 
buildings in the northwestern portion 
of  North Oaks.

1999:

David McCarthy and Dan Krantz 
discover an ailing, three-year-old bald 
eagle perched in a North Oaks tree, 
which is taken to the Raptor Center 
at the University of  Minnesota to 
recover.

2000:

The North Oaks Home Owners’ 
Association votes in favor of  mosquito 
control treatment on NOHOA land, 
lifting its two-year moratorium on 
treatment.

2001:

• The North Oaks Company names 
Carolyn McCann its new president 
after Dick Leonard announces his 
retirement from the position.

•  The City Council recognizes Ramsey 
County Sheriff’s Deputy Bob Pavlak 
and his police dog, Roscoe, for their 
handling of  a robbery at Geller 
Jewelers in North Oaks.

This month in History
North Oaks Participate in

No Mow May
Say goodbye to your lawn mower 

and hello to a more sustainable 
lawn! This May, residents of  North 
Oaks are invited to participate in No 
Mow May, a movement to let lawns 
grow naturally and help support 
pollinators and biodiversity.

Founded in the UK in 2019, the 
No Mow May movement has now 
spread globally, and it is particularly 
relevant in places like Minnesota, 
where there is an abundance of  
pollinators. 

No Mow May is easy to participate 
in, simply refrain from yard cleanup 
and mowing for about 4 weeks. 
Allowing last season’s leaves to 
remain on the ground a little bit 
longer provides insulation for 
overwintering bees, butterflies, 

and moths. Not mowing gives 
dandelions, white clover, creeping 
charlie, and other May flowers to 
bloom, providing pollinators with 
an easy source of  food. Families can 
also take it a step further and plant 
native wildflowers, which provide 
even more habitat and food for 
pollinators.

No Mow May is just the beginning. 
There are many other things you can 
do to create a more wildlife-friendly 
yard, such as planting native flowers 
and shrubs, installing birdhouses, 
and reducing your use of  pesticides 
and herbicides.

North Oaks Natural Resources 
Commission

Police Blotter for March 
2023
In March, the Ramsey County 

Sheriff’s Office received 146 calls from 
North Oaks. Here is a summary of 
those calls:

• Investigate 911 hang up – 7
• Abandoned vehicle – 1
• Assist fire agency – 4
• Accident hit and run – 1 (East 

Pleasant Lake Road)
• Alarm sounding – 12
• Alarm panic/holdup/duress – 2
• Assist medical agency – 40
• Animal complaint – 5 (injured deer 

in driveway, found dog)
• Assist citizen – 2
• Accident with injuries – 1
• Civil problem – 1
• Community outreach event – 1

• Dangerous condition – 2 
• Drunk person – 1
• Death investigation – 1
• Disorderly conduct – 1 (Centerville 

Road)
• Fraud or forgery – 6
• Investigate – 1
• Previous case follow-up – 1
• Police proactive visit – 11
• Civil div paper serve – 2 
• Solicitor – 1
• Suspicious activity – 11
• Theft – 2 (Village Center Drive)
• Traffic stop – 25 (6 citations, 10 

warnings)
• Vulnerable adult abuse – 1
• Welfare check – 3

Noelle Olson

From,Dear readers, 
Have something you 
are curious about 
in the community? 
Submit your questions 
to the news team.

Send your questions to 
news@presspubs.com

ou
 asked
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