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New View Home Decor restores historic 
character of downtown shop

BY JACKIE BUSSJAEGER
STAFF WRITER

FOREST LAKE – A new home 
décor business in downtown Forest 
Lake is giving new life to an old 
building. New View Home Decor, 
which opened for business March 
30, offers refurbished and recycled 

furniture as well as a vast array of 
decorative items.

Wyoming resident Brenda 
Jendro is the owner of the new 
shop. Her husband runs his 
own construction company, and 
together they have purchased and 
rehabbed a number of old houses 
dating between 1890 and 1955. For 

more than a year, Jendro had been 
thinking of opening her own home 
décor business because she really 
enjoyed the fi nal stages of these 
projects – making a house look like 
a home.

“I wanted to do a retail store 
because I love the whole home side 
of things,” Jendro said. “I love 
making things look pretty.”  

At fi rst she struggled with 
fi nding a suitable location; when 
she fi rst inquired about the Lake 
Avenue location, she was told it 
was only available for offi ce space. 
A few months later, she noticed 
that the “For Rent” sign was still 
up, and she talked directly with 
the building’s owner, who liked her 
idea.

When she and her husband took 
a look at the space, they did what 
they do best – stripped it down to 
the essentials, and restored it to its 
former glory.

Since it was set up for offi ces 
when Jendro moved in, the building 
had blue carpet, dropped ceiling 
tiles, fl uorescent lighting and plain 
white walls. The Jendros took up 
the carpeting and installed wood 
fl oors, took out the dropped ceiling 
and replaced it with corrugated tin 

SEE NEW VIEW, PAGE 12
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New View Home Decor owner Brenda Jendro.

Little creatures 
create big problem 

in local lakes
BY JACKIE BUSSJAEGER

STAFF WRITER

WHITE BEAR LAKE — In many ways, muskrats 
aren’t much different from “Star Trek’s” tribbles 
— both are cute, furry creatures that multiply 
quickly and overwhelm their environment. But 
while the U.S.S. Enterprise contends with tribbles 
in fi ction, cities in the northeast metro are dealing 
with the problem of rapid muskrat proliferation in 
real life.

Mostly nocturnal, muskrats are aquatic rodents 
that live in marshy wetland areas. They build 
small huts out of reeds and cattails, which also 
serve as a food source. This spring, many residents 
have noticed that there seem to be more muskrats 
than usual, and that they are becoming a nuisance.

Muskrat activity is highly visible at the Rotary 
Nature Preserve near Birch Lake. President of 
the Birch Lake Improvement District (BLID) Dale 
Bacon said that the muskrats have been in the area 
for a long time because the park is natural habitat 
for them.

“A couple of issues have come up in the last 
couple years,” he said. “The population seemed 
to explode, and whether it’s linked or not, most of 
cattails around the lake have disappeared. (Cat-
tails are) part of the forage food of muskrat.” White 
Bear Lake City Engineer Mark Burch said that 
there were approximately 150 muskrats trapped on 
Birch Lake last year.

Andy Shoemaker, a May Township resident, 
has been trapping muskrats and other wildlife 
for more than 40 years. He said that the muskrat 
population is at one of the highest levels he’s ever 
seen. He credits wildlife management with the

SEE MUSKRATS, PAGE 12
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A muskrat at the Birch Lake Rotary Nature Preserve.
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Above: Items for sale include restored furniture and decorative pieces.
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‘Make It OK’ conversation tackles 
depression with humor

HUDSON, Wisconsin — A community 
conversation took a lighthearted look 
at a heavyweight subject on Tuesday, 
March 28.

The Make It OK Community Conversa-
tion took place at the Phipps Center for 
the Arts in Hudson, Wisconsin. Minne-
sota Public Radio (MPR) presenter John 
Moe talked to more than 150 people from 
across the St. Croix Valley about his ex-

perience with depression. He also spoke 
on the response he’s received to the “Hi-
larious World of Depression” podcasts.

Moe hosted those nine podcasts earlier 
in the year. They featured comedians 
talking about their depression and how 
they managed to laugh along the way. 
HealthPartners and its Make It OK cam-

 SUBMITTED

Speakers at the Make It OK Community Conversation, held Tuesday, March 28 at the Phipps 
Center for the Arts in Hudson, Wisconsin. Pictured (left to right): Shelly Rock (director of 
parish nursing, Lakeview Hospital), Pat Rogers (clinical director, FamilyMeans), Peter VanDu-
sartz (director of program development, HealthPartners St. Croix Valley Behavioral Health), 
John Moe (Minnesota Public Radio presenter and host of “The Hilarious World of Depression” 
podcast series), Heather Erickson (director of behavioral health, Amery Hospital & Clinic), 
Ted Wegleitner (president and CEO, Lakeview Health), Marian Furlong (president and CEO, 
Hudson Hospital & Clinic), Dan Van Someren (jail captain, St. Croix County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce).

Youth camp sparks creative 
social enterprise ideas

 
STILLWATER — Make 

a good living? Or make a 
difference? Social en-
terprise is where these 
seemingly confl icting am-
bitions collide — sparking 
some amazing business 
models. The Stillwater 
Area Foundation is now 
taking applications for its 
fi rst-ever Sparks! Social 
Enterprise Camp for high 
school students.

The day camp will 
take place in downtown 
Stillwater this summer, 
June 19-23. Participants 
will spend fi ve engaging 
days listening to guest 
speakers, visiting social 
enterprise businesses 
throughout the Twin 
Cities and, ultimately, 
developing concept plans 
for their own social enter-
prises.

“For many young adults 
today, the ambition to 
earn a solid living is there 
but it is not enough,” said 
Stillwater Area Founda-
tion board member Tom 
Triplett. “They want to 
know that the hours they 
spend working will make 
a lasting and meaningful 
difference in the world as 
well.”

A social enterprise is 
a business that seeks to 
make money, but it also 
has a clear social goal or 
benefi t. For example, the 
business focus could be 
on saving the environ-
ment. Or it might provide 
jobs for people who are 
diffi cult to employ. Or it 

could provide support to 
adults or kids battling 
serious illnesses. Exam-
ples of some well-known 
social enterprises include 
TOMS shoes and Love 
Your Melon.

Michael Vergin will 
serve as the camp leader 
and director. Vergin, 
a faculty member at 
Mounds Park Academy, 
has taught a high school 
course on social enter-
prise for three years.

“I see many students 
who have an interest in 
making the world a better 
place. There is something 
very powerful about 
thinking creatively in or-
der to help others. There’s 
also something intuitively 
interesting and challeng-
ing about working to solve 
problems and meet needs 
that others haven’t yet 
solved,” said Vergin. “The 
idea is that students will 
leave the camp motivat-
ed to make a difference, 
empowered to understand 
their own potential to en-
act change, and inspired 
by others who have done 
just that. Realistically, we 
won’t change the world 
during Sparks! week. But 
the students who partic-
ipate will head into their 
futures armed with an 
idea and an action plan 
for starting a social enter-
prise of their own.”

The camp is being made 
possible by a fi nancial 
grant from RBC Wealth 
Management, with base-

camp space donated by 
Jim Link of Idea-Link Inc. 
and the IdeaPad.

Sparks! Social Enter-
prise Camp is open to 
students living within 
the boundaries of School 
District 834 who will be 
juniors or seniors in high 
school during the 2017-
2018 school year. Students 
attending Stillwater Area 
High School, private 
schools, charter schools 
and home schools are 
encouraged to apply. Up 
to 20 students will be 
accepted into this year’s 
inaugural camp.

Additional informa-
tion and applications for 
Sparks! Social Enter-
prise Camp are available 
at local high school 
counselors’ offi ces and 
at the Stillwater Area 
Foundation website: 
stillwaterareafoundation.
org. Questions about the 
camp can be directed to 
foundation board member 
Tom Triplett by phone 
651-222-0239 or email 
tom@triplettconsulting.
com. Applications must 
be received by May 1.

The Stillwater Area 
foundation is an affi liate 
of the St. Croix Valley 
Foundation. For more 
information about the 
Stillwater Area Founda-
tion, visit the organiza-
tion’s website: stillwater-
areafoundation.org

From press release

SEE MAKE IT OK, PAGE 9



G
reg Doeden joined the 
Moorhead Fire Department 
in 1983 because he wanted 
to help people. Thirty-four 

years later, he’s still working – 
day and night – to keep the city 
safe. Across the state, fi refi ghters 

like Greg demon-
strate heroism 
every day. They 
endure physical-
ly and mentally 
grueling condi-
tions. They have 
to be able to lift 
175 pounds while 
wearing a full 
suit of protective 
gear. They climb 
ladders and break 
through doors, 
windows, and 
walls all while 

people’s lives literally depend on 
them. 

But we’re learning in tragic 
ways that running into a burning 
building may not be the most dan-
gerous part of the job. 

Eight years ago, Greg was 
diagnosed with colon cancer. 
He’s a fi ghter, and his cancer is 
in remission. But this is a battle 
that has become all too familiar to 
fi refi ghters. 

Nationally, cancer is the leading 
cause of fi refi ghter line-of-duty 
deaths in the U.S. The Interna-
tional Association of Fire Fighters 
estimates roughly 60 percent of 
career fi refi ghters will die this 
way. And according to the Centers 
for Disease Control, fi refi ghters 
are two to three times more likely 
to be diagnosed with cancer than 

the general public. 
We’re seeing the numbers born 

out in Minnesota, too. In Albert 
Lea, three of the department’s 16 
full-time fi refi ghters developed 
cancer within just one year.

The risks for fi refi ghters have 
evolved because the nature of fi res 
they’re fi ghting has changed. 

Instead of homes made with 
wood, glass, and metal, buildings 
are now loaded with electronic 
devices like laptops and TVs. And 
commonplace items like your 
kids’ dolls or action fi gures, saran 
wrap, and fl ame retardants turn 
into a toxic cocktail when ignited. 

Exposure to the fumes, toxins, 
and carcinogens that today’s fi re-
fi ghters regularly confront would 
have been diffi cult to imagine 
years ago. 

And after a fi re’s been put out, 
black soot and chemicals can 
stick to fi refi ghters and their gear, 
heightening risk and prolonging 
exposure to harmful toxins. 

The fi gures and stories highlight 
the risks our fi refi ghters face. But 
the studies are independent and 
varied. We don’t know the true 
scope of the problem because we 
don’t effectively record cancer 
diagnoses among fi refi ghters.

That’s why I introduced legis-
lation with a bipartisan group of 
senators to establish a national 
cancer registry that would track 
the relationship between fi re-
fi ghters’ exposure to fumes and 
toxins and cancer. Our bill would 
mark an important step forward 
in helping protect fi refi ghters’ 
health. The data collected would 
improve our understanding of the 

environmental risks our fi refi ght-
ers face and better inform preven-
tion techniques. We’ll also take 
steps to make sure the registry’s 
being used properly by requir-
ing administrators to regularly 
consult with public health experts 
and fi refi ghters. And in addition 
to career fi refi ghters, we’ll make 
sure volunteer fi refi ghters are 
participating. That’s especially 
important in Minnesota where the 
vast majority—18,000 of 20,000—
fi refi ghters are volunteers. 

Finally, we need to make sure 
fi re departments have the right 
equipment to keep their teams 
safe. High-tech machines called 
extractors help do just that, 
effi ciently removing the harmful 
particulate that can cling to their 
equipment after they return from 
a scene. Extractors are critically 
important to minimizing risk for 
fi refi ghters and their families, but 
far too few departments have this 
technology. A recently-released 
investigative report found that 26 
percent of Minnesota departments 
do not have an extractor. That’s 
just not right – which is why I’ll 
push for funding to help more 
Minnesota departments purchase 
extractors for their fi re stations. 

In taking their oath, fi refi ghters 
accept an immense responsibili-
ty – to put service before self. No 
matter the hour or risk, fi refi ght-
ers answer the call to keep us 
safe. The very least we can do is 
pass commonsense legislation to 
protect their health. 

Amy Klobuchar is  a United
States Senator from Minnesota.

Protecting fi refi ghters’ health

Legislator 
Lingo 

Amy Klobuchar

D
rip, sputter, whoosh – the sound of fresh 
coffee. Crinkle, swish, curl – the sound of 
fresh news. 

Coffee and news have gone together since 
we all can remember. Countless generations have 
watched grandpa’s mug of brown water go behind 
a mysterious black-and-white temporal wall and 

settled down with their own cup of 
coffee and news when their taste 
buds and contemplation ripened. 

This spring, Press Publications 
is giving away an iPad Air – a new 
way to read the news with a tip, tap, 
buzz – and free coffee for a year to 
anyone who subscribes this April. 

The news we deliver each week 
has been smoothly percolated 
like your coffee. Every Tuesday 
after the press is rolling with our 
fresh newspapers, the editors and 
reporters in this offi ce gather to 
discuss what is happening in each 
of our eight communities across 

the northeast metro. 
Then we hit the streets to get the full scoop and 

bring back to the offi ce notebooks full of notes, 
recorders full of words and laptops full of type. 
Then we begin to percolate. The words fi lter off the 
notebook in strained mindfulness. 

The news has to be just the right concentration of 
stimulus to energize a community. Imagine a two-
hour interview with the most interesting person; 
or a four-hour city council or school board meet-
ing. Condensing the important is not an easy task. 

But we percolate each paper every week and our 
120-year history has made us like a trusty coffee 
machine that just won’t stop. 

Knowing the source of your coffee is more diffi -
cult than knowing the source of your news from 
Press Publications. 

Bigger isn’t always better. When I buy big-brand 
coffee, I always wonder where exactly it came from 
– is there a teenage girl on the other side of this 
coffee roasting beans for little pay instead of going 
to school? 

Then there is the coffee you buy from a friend of 
a friend who traveled to coffee fi elds while on a trip 
and started a small fair-trade business. 

As far as news goes, we are like the latter. Many 
of you personally know the source of this news. 
You can walk into our offi ce and meet us. 

Our news is local; when possible, we fi nd local sto-
ries that relate to metro and national news because 
we think our towns belong on the big stage. We 
don’t run Associated Press stories that have been 
rehashed across the city or across the country. 

We are not your average disposable mug at a 
chain coffee shop.  

We are like the brown-speckled mug with the 
half-heart shaped handle your grandma gave to 
your grandpa on their fi rst anniversary and used to 
sip from while reading the newspaper. You crawled 
up on his lap one day when you were in elementary 
school and saw a picture of your brother playing 
hockey. You touched it – crinkle, curl – it was almost 
like he was already home from practice. 

That was the day you thought there might be 
something to the black-and-white temporal wall 
and the cup of brown water. 

Times have changed, but with Press Publications 
you can still cozy in with a cup of coffee and a 
newspaper. Print is not out. It’s in your mailbox. 

We offer the newspaper to anyone who wants it 
free of charge. But as a small business, we depend 
on subscriptions. 

For $30 a year – 60 cents a week – you can support 
your local source of news. Cozy in with a cup of 
home-brewed coffee instead of Starbucks or Caribou 
once a week to read your local news and you’ll have 
the cash to help keep this tried-and-true mug fi lled. 

Sara Marie Moore is editor of the Shoreview Press 
and Vadnais Heights Press. She can be reached at 

651-407-1235 or vadnaisheightsnews@presspubs.com. 

Percolated news

Story 
Chaser

Sara Marie Moore
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UP NORTH

FOREST LAKE SINGLES
When: 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Apr. 8
Where: Vanelli’s By 

the Lake, 55 Lake St. S., 
Forest Lake

Details: Area singles 
can meet and socialize in 
a fun, safe atmosphere. 
RSVP by e-mail 3 days 
prior to MNDEB2003@
aol.com or Tanisha651@
msn.com.

Contact: forestlake 
singles.weebly.com

ANNUAL EASTER 
EGG HUNT

When: 1-3 p.m. Sunday, 
Apr. 9

Where: Lakeside 
Memorial Park, 95 E. 
Broadway Ave., Forest 
Lake

Details: Families are 
invited to hunt for eggs 
and visit with the Easter 
Bunny.

Contact: 651-209-9723 
or ci.forest-lake.mn.us

LINKEDIN TO 
NETWORKING

When: 1-3 p.m. 
Monday, Apr. 10

Where: Hardwood 
Creek Library, 19955 
Forest Rd. N., Forest 
Lake

Details: Learn how 
to navigate LinkedIn, 
draft a profi le, look for 
jobs and build a network. 
Register online at 
Minnesotaworks.net.

Contact: 651-275-7300

CATHARTIC COLORING 
FOR CREATIVE ADULTS

When: 6:30-8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Apr. 12

Where: Hardwood 
Creek Library, 19955 
Forest Rd. N., Forest 
Lake

Details: Drop-in adult 
coloring club. Supplies 
provided.

Contact: 651-275-7300

55+ DRIVER 
IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM 4-HOUR 
REFRESHER

When: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Thursday, Apr. 20

Where: Forest Lake 
Senior Center, 767 SW 
4th St.

Details: Persons age 

55 and older who com-
plete course qualify for a 
10% discount on auto in-
surance or 3 years. Must 
have completed initial 8 
hour course. $22; regis-
tration required.

Contact: 888-234-1294 
or mnsafetycenter.org

SENIOR DANCE
When: 1-4 p.m. Friday, 

Apr. 21
Where: Forest Lake 

American Legion, 355 W. 
Broadway

Details: Enjoy mature 
music and comaraderie 
at the dance. Held the 3rd 
Friday of every month. 
$6/person includes 
lunch. Cash bar. Public 
welcome.

Contact: 651-464-2600

WINE FOR 
THE WOLVES

When: 6:30-9:30 pm 
Friday, Apr. 21

Where: Vannelli’s by 
the Lake, Forest Lake

Details: Fundraiser 
for Wildlife Science 
Center includes dinner, 
wine-tasting, silent 
auction, raffl e. Tickets 
$40 online; $45 at the 
door.

Contact: 651-464-
3993 or www.wildlife 
sciencecenter.org

Ongoing
COUNTRY JAM SESSION

When: 6:30-9 p.m. 
Sundays

Where: Forest Lake 
American Legion, 355 W. 
Broadway

Details: Local musi-
cians, free admission.

Contact: 651-464-2600

ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION

When: 10 a.m.-noon 
Mondays, Mar. 27

Where: Hardwood 
Creek Library, 19955 
Forest Road N., Forest 
Lake

Details: Free classes 
to improve reading, 
writing, math and 
computer skills.

Contact: 651-275-7

SUPER STORYTIME
When: 10:30-11:15 a.m. 

Wednesdays

Where: Hardwood 
Creek Library, 19955 
Forest Rd. N., Forest 
Lake

Details: Children 
through kindergarten 
age and caregivers hear 
stories, sing songs, and 
watch fi nger plays to 
encourage early literacy 
skills, and do a craft.

FAMILY STORYTIME
When: 10:30-11 a.m. 

Saturdays
Where: Hardwood 

Creek Library, 19955 
Forest Rd. N., Forest 
Lake

Details: Stories, songs, 
and fi nger plays to 
encourage early literacy 
skills. For children 2 and 
up and their families.

Contact: 651-275-7300

NEIGHBORHOODS 
NEARBY

LEADERSHIP 
FOR CHANGE

When: 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Apr. 6

Where: Century 
College,3300 Century 
Ave. N., Whit Bear Lake

Details: Dr. Donna 
M. Beegle, a national 
poverty expert who has 
been featured on CNN 
and PBS, will share 
how leaders around the 
country are engaging 
their communities to 
increase the numbers of 
students from poverty 
who complete degrees 
and/or certifi cates. 
RSVP.

Contact: michele.
jersak@century.edu

RED CROSS 
BLOOD DRIVE

When and Where: 10 

a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, 
Apr. 8 at Culver’s, 1725 
Market Dr., Stillwater

Details: All blood 
types and platelets 
needed. Call or go online 
to register.

Contact: 800 RED 
CROSS or redcrossblood.
org

STILLWATER 
SECOND SATURDAY

When: 10:30-11 a.m. 
Saturday, Apr. 8

Where: Stillwater 
Public Library, 224 3rd 
St. N.

Details: Family-
friendly programming 
includes story time, art 
projects, and activities. 
This month’s theme 
is Raptors, Ducks and 
Songbirds.

Contact:
stillwaterlibrary.org

HARP TWANGLE
When: Events begin at 

11 a.m. Saturday, Apr. 8
Where:

Musicmakers,14525 61st 
St. Ct. N., Stillwater

Details: World 
renowned harpist, Kim 
Robertson, and local 
harpist, Stephanie 
Claussen host workshops 
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. ($30 
each), followed by a joint 
concert at 4 p.m.($10/
adult; $5/child). Sign up 
for one or both. Space 
limited. Harps available 
for rent.

Contact: 800-432-
5487 or harpkit.com/
harptwangle

MINNESOTA DEER 
HUNTERS ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL BANQUET

When: 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Apr. 8

Where: Heights Hall, 
5880 Omaha Ave. N., 

Stillwater
Details: Annual 

Fundraiser for the St. 
Croix Valley Chapter. 
Food, silent auction and 
raffl es. Seating limited; 
tickets $20-$100.

Contact: 651-706-2404 
or mark.scoli@gmail.
com

FAMILY COLORING CLUB
When: 3-6 p.m. 

Wednesday, Apr. 12
Where: Stillwater 

Public Library, 224 3rd 
St. N.

Details: Coloring tools 
and pages appropriate 
for children and 
parents/caregivers 
provided.

Contact: 
stillwaterlibrary.org

FRIENDS OF THE 
STILLWATER PUBLIC 
LIBRARY SPRING BOOK 
SALE

When: 10:15 a.m.-7:30 
p.m. Thursday, Apr. 
13; 10:15 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Friday, Apr. 14; and 10:15 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Apr. 15

Where: Stillwater 
Public Library, 224 3rd 
St. N.

Details: Book lovers 
can fi nd bargains 
while supporting 
the collections and 
programs at the library. 
Open to the public.

Contact: 
stillwaterlibrary.org

BETWEEN THE COVERS 
HAPPY HOUR

When: 4:30-6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Apr. 19

Where: Dock Cafe, 425 
E. Nelson St., Stillwater

Details: Poets 
Gretchen Marquette, 
Linda LeGarde Grover 
and Richard Broderick 

discuss their work in 
celebration of National 
Poetry Month. $10 
includes appetizers. Call 
to RSVP.

Contact: 651-430-3385

GUIDED FITNESS HIKE
When: 9-10 a.m. 

Thursday, April 20
Where: Lake Elmo 

Park Reserve, 1515 Keats 
Ave. N.

Details: 60-minute 
hike includes warm-up 
and fi tness challenges 
along the way. Trail 
routes include a mix of 
turf, gravel, grass and 
paved. 13 and older.

Contact: 651-430-8370 
or co.washington.mn.us/
parks

CLUB BOOK 
WITH JULIE RIVETT

When: 7-8 p.m. 
Thursday, Apr. 20

Where: Stillwater 
Library, 224 3rd St. N.

Details: Join noted 
scholar Julie Rivett, 
granddaughter of author 
Dashiell Hammett, who 
wrote the 1929 detective 
classic,‘The Maltese 
Falcon’, the featured title
of this month’s Big Read 
at the library. Free and 
open to the public.

Contact: 
stillwaterlibrary.org

STILLWATER 
EARTH DAY

When: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Saturday, Apr. 22

Where: 221 Main St., 
Stillwater (behind River 
Market Co-op)

Details: Free fami-
ly event includes bike 
safety checks, water 
education, gardening 
and wildfl ower booths, 
kayak safety, reduce-re-
use-recycle booths, 
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See Press Publications’ website www.presspubs.com for stories from 
the White Bear Press, The Citizen, Vadnais Heights Press, Shoreview 

Press, Quad Community Press, The Lowdown-Forest Lake Area and The 
Lowdown- St. Croix Valley Area.

1.   UPDATE: Driver fi res gun at vehicle in White Bear 
Lake. White Bear Press > News

2. After 13 years, ‘Witness Messiah’ draws fi nal curtain. 
The Lowdown (FL)> News

3.  Not part of job description. White Bear Press > 
Featured

4. Area tropical fi sh store opens with a splash.  Quad 
Community Press > News

5. Downtown salon holds shoe-cutting party.  White 
Bear Press  > News

Top 5 at PressPubs.com:
Week of March 26 – April 1

Editor’s note:  Visit www.presspubs.com to read 
the full versions of these most-visited stories

Festival of Cultures
SUBMITTED

WHEN: 5:30-8 p.m. Friday, Apr. 7

WHERE:  Forest Lake Area High School, 6101 
Scandia Trail

DETAILS:  Free family-friendly educational 

event designed to increase understanding of 
different cultures in the school district includes 
games, art, storytelling, music, crafts, dance 
and food samples.

CONTACT:  651-982-8350 or fl aschools.org

SUBMITTED



cooking lessons, sus-
tainability projects, arts 
& crafts, book readings 
and sidewalk chalk art. 
Free trolley rides along 
Myrtle St. to and from 
Northland Park.

Contact: sustainable 
stillwatermn.org

GEOCACHING 101
When: 10:30 a.m.- 

noon, Saturday, April 22
Where: William 

O’Brien State Park, Cty 
Hwy 95, Marine on St. 
Croix

Details: Expert Andy 
McCracken on using a 
GPS unit to fi nd caches.

Contact: 651-433-0500 
or www.dnr.state.mn.us

BAYPORT EARTH DAY 
CLEAN UP

When: 2-4 p.m. 
Saturday, Apr. 22

Where: Perro Park,
Details: Bring boots 

and gloves and help 
clean-up the community. 
Families and groups 
welcome.

Contact: 
bayportcommunity

actionleague.com

CROIX CHORDSMEN: 
‘BACK IN THE OLD 
ROUTINE’

When: 3 and 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Apr. 22

Where: Stillwater 
Area High School, 5701 
Stillwater Blvd.

Details: The St Croix 
Valley Chapter of the 
Barbershop Harmony 
Society’s annual spring 
show benefi ts the Youth 
in Harmony program. 
Tickets $10; 16 and 

under are free.
Contact: 651-308-5775 

or stcroixvalleychapter.
com

WARDEN’S HOUSE 
MUSEUM OPEN HOUSE

When: 12:00-4 p.m. 
Sunday, Apr. 23

Where: 602 North 
Main St., Stillwater  

Details: View the 
newest exhibits and 
enjoy refreshments. 
Guides, but no tours.  

Contact: 651-439-5956 
or www.wchsmn.org

Ongoing
STILLWATER VFW 
LENTEN FISH FRY

When: 5-7 p.m. Fri-
days through April 14

Where: The Heights 
Hall, 5880 Omaha Ave., 
Oak Park Heights

Details: Menu 
includes hand-breaded 
wild Alaskan cod, 
potatoes au gratin, 
green beans, coleslaw, 
rolls and dessert for $10/
adult, $5/children 6-12 
and 5 and under are 
free.

Contact: 651-430-1166

ADULT BASKETBALL 
OPEN GYM

When and Where:
6-8 a.m. Saturdays 
at Stillwater Area 
High School (Gyms 
1 & 2) through May 
13; and 6:30-8:30 
p.m. Wednesdays at 
Stillwater Area High 
School (Gym 3) through 
May 24

Details: Competitive 
pick-up play; not a 
league. $10/month with 
online registration or $5 
walk-in.

Contact: Stillwater.
ce.feepay.com

BINGO
When: 7-9 p.m. 

Wednesdays
Where: Stillwater 

Knights of Columbus, 
1910 S. Greeley St.

Details: Doors open 
at 6 p.m. Open to the 
public; must be 18 
to play. Concessions 
available.

Contact: 651-430-3274

PRESCHOOL ‘STAY & 
PLAY’ STORYTIME

When: 10:30-11 a.m. 
Wednesdays

Where: Stillwater 
Library, storytime 
room, 224 Third St. N.

Details: Children 
through kindergarten 
age and caregivers hear 
stories, sing songs, and 
watch fi nger plays to 
encourage early literacy 
skills.

Contact: 651-275-7300

FAMILY COLORING 
CLUB

When: 3-6 p.m. 
Wednesdays

Where: Stillwater 
Public Library, 224 3rd 
St.

Details: Children and 
their parents/caregivers 
can experience the 
benefi ts coloring has on 
child development.

Contact: 
stillwaterlibrary.org

NEIGHBORHOODS 
NEARBY

‘THE GHOST TRAIN’
When: 7:30 p.m. 

Friday, Apr. 7 & 14; 
Saturday, Apr. 8 & 
15; Monday, Apr. 10; 
Thursday, Apr. 13

Where: Jackson 
Street Roundhouse, 193 
W. Pennsylvania Ave., 
St. Paul

Details: Wayward 
and Mission Theatre 
Companies performance 
about a group of 
unlikely companions 
who fi nd themselves 
unexpectedly stranded 
in a desolate train 
station. Vintage bus 
brewery tours available 
at 5 p.m. Fridays; 
Dining car available at 5 
p.m. Saturdays. Details 
and pricing online.

Contact:
transportationmuseum.
org/events

KIDS DREAM SPRING 
FILM SERIES

When: 10 a.m. Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, 
Apr. 7-9

Where: Marcus 
Oakdale Cinema, 5677 
Hadley Ave. N., Oakdale

Details: $3 admission 
to ‘The Secret Life 
of Pets’, rated PG. 
Concession specials.

Contact: 651-770-4994

FLASHLIGHT EGG HUNT
When: 6:45 p.m. 

Friday, Apr. 7
Where: Lino Lakes 

Senior Center, 1189 
Main St.

Details: Seasonal 
craft and outdoor egg 
hunt for older kids. All 
hunters receive a prize 
bag. For K-5th graders. 
$8/child; register by 
Mar. 26.

Contact: 651-982-2400 
or ci.lino-lakes.mn.us

MUNCHKIN MARKET
When: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Saturday, April 8; 9 a.m.-
2 p.m. Sunday, April 9

Where: Blaine Sports 
Center

Details: Consignment 
sale featuring 
everything related to 
babies and children.

Contact: www.
munchkinmarkets.com/
blaine-sports-center

WBL AREA 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
SCRAPBOOKING CROP

When: 10 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Saturday, Apr. 8

Where: White Bear 
Lake Armory, 2228 4th 
St.

Details: Enjoy a day 
with friends working 
on a scrapbook or craft 
of choice. $30/member; 
$35/non-member 
includes donuts and 
coffee, lunch, dinner, 
snacks, door prizes and 
more.

Contact: 651-407-5327 
or whitebearhistory.org

MULTIFAMILY 
ESTATE SALE

When: Noon-5 p.m. 
Saturday, Apr. 8; 9 

a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday, 
Apr. 9, Monday, Apr. 10, 
Tuesday, Apr. 11 and 
Wednesday, Apr. 12

Where: Lino Lakes 
American Legion, 7731 
Lake Dr., Circle Pines

Details: Items from 
two households have 
been donated to the 
Legion for expanded 
parking and will be 
priced to sell. Sealed 
bids will be accepted on 
major items.

Contact: 651-783-0055

ALLEGIANCE TRIO
When: 6 p.m. 

Saturday, Apr. 8
Where: Lakewood 

Worship Center, 
2080 Woodlynn Ave., 
Maplewood

Details: Concert by 
the southern gospel 
group from Nashville. 
Doors open at 5:15 p.m. 
$5/person.

Contact:
salvationarmynorth.org

SHOREVIEW 
NORTHERN LIGHTS 
VARIETY BAND

When: 7 p.m. 
Saturday, April 8

Where: Bethel 
University, Benson 
Great Hall

Details: Performance 
of ‘American Classics 
- Jazz, Blues, Rock, 
Swing’. Tickets $13.

Contact: tickets.
bethel.edu

ACTIVE LIFE FAIR
When: 10 a.m.-noon 

Wednesday, Apr. 12
Where: Shoreview 

Community Center, 4580 
Victoria St. N.

Details: Free 
resource fair for adults 
55+ and caretakers. 
Information about local 
health, fi tness and 
wellness opportunities, 
programs and services.

Contact: shoreview 
communitycenter.com

LUNCH WITH A 
NATURALIST

When: 11:30 a.m.-1 

p.m. Wednesday, Apr. 12
Where: Wargo Nature

Center, 7701 Main St., 
Lino Lakes

Details: Adults 50+ 
can bring a lunch and 
learn about the topic 
of Spring Wildfl owers. 
Free; no registration 
required.

Contact: 651-429-8007 
or anokacountyparks.
com

DFL SENIOR CAUCUS
When: 11:30 a.m.-1:30 

p.m. Thursday, Apr. 13
Where: Sgt. Peppers 

Bar & Grill, 930 Helena 
Ave. N., Oakdale

Details: Speaker Joel 
Clemmer will discuss 
the topic of ‘Health Care 
Reform: Our System is 
Making Us Sick’.

Contact: prtuveson@
gmail.com

19TH ANNUAL LIVING 
STATIONS OF THE 
CROSS

When: Noon Friday, 
Apr. 14 

Where: St. Jude 
of the Lake Church, 
700 Mahtomedi Ave., 
Mahtomedi

Details: The ‘Servants
of the Cross’ will re-
enact the Passion of 
Jesus Christ on Good 
Friday. 

Contact: servantsof 
thecrossmn.com

ABOUT BOATING 
SAFETY

When: 6-9 p.m. Friday,
Apr. 14 and 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Saturday, Apr.15; also 
Apr. 28 & 29

Where: St. Croix 
Marina, 16 First St., 
Hudson Wis.

Details: 8-hour ABS 
course satisfi es the 
MN and WI operator 
requirements for boats 
and personal watercraft.
Offered by the Hudson 
Flotilla of the United 
States Coast Guard 
Auxiliary.

Contact: 612-418-0982 
or trevorcroteau@aol.
com

Katy Vernon Concert
FILE | PRESS PUBLICATIONS

WHEN:  7:30 p.m. Sunday, Apr. 9

WHERE:  Icehouse, 2528 Nicollet 
Ave., Minneapolis

DETAILS:  White Bear Lake res-

ident kicks off her fi rst-ever UK 
tour. Americans/folk/rock music 
with special guest Chris Koza.

CONTACT:  icehouseminneapolis.
com/events

FILE | PRESS PUBLICATIONS
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Students excel at History Day competition
Eight Forest Lake Area High School (FLAHS) 

students showed off their history skills at the 
Regional History Day competition March 18 at 
St. Cloud State University. Students were re-
quired to create history day projects addressing 
this year’s theme, “Taking a Stand in History.” 
Topics for each project could be presented through 
exhibit boards, documentaries, performances, 
websites and through research papers. Each 
project required extensive historical research. 
The following  FLAHS students and their topics/
projects will attend this year’s state competition: 
Cade Hunter on Erwin Rommel, exhibit board; 
Kate Mahonen and Lily Pope on Hazelden Clinic, 
exhibit board; David Issac on Nelson Mande-
la, website; Abby Palmer and Emily Goodnow 
on Jack Kevorkian, documentary; and Grace 
Navratil and Faith Hollihan-Moy on Nellie in the 
Madhouse, exhibit board. Awaiting to hear if they 
will qualify for state are Mollie Barnes, who wrote 
a research paper on Evelyn Hooker; Regan Duffy, 
Aria Norcross and Strom Norcross, who will 
compete in the performance category on March 
28 at a separate regional competition in Manka-
to. Special recognition went to Evan Dzurik for 
receiving honorable mention on his topic of Claus 
von Stauffenberg, exhibit board.

Other students who competed at the regional 
competition but will not advance to state are Jake 
Labarre and Nick Cameron, who created a piece 
on the television show, “Seinfeld.”

 
Wallner sees success at USM

Forest Lake Area High School alumnus Matt 
Wallner has made a splash playing baseball for 
the Golden Eagles at the University of Southern 
Mississippi. According to an article from Missis-
sippi Today, Wallner as a pitcher “hits 97 mph on 
his fast ball and has a wicked, mid-80s slider that 
breaks sharply.” The article also states he has 
made four pitching appearances, has a 2-0 record 
with two saves, an earned run average of 0.00, has 
struck out 12 batters, walked three, and allowed 
three hits over 10.2 innings.

FL students win Twitter s
cholarship contest

Forest Lake Area High School students Hailey 
Moore and Heather Sauve received $2,500 and 
$1,000 scholarships, respectively, for competing in 
a Twitter contest run by the Offi ce of Undergrad-
uate Admissions at Minnesota State University 
Moorhead (MSUM) on March 22. The contest was 
open to any incoming student or transfer student 
who will be attending MSUM in the fall.

Both students had to send a tweet to @Admis-
sionsMSUM stating why they want to #BeAD-
ragon, including the hashtag. The tweet had to 
show off some creativity using photos, videos 
and anything else that was allowed within the 
140-character limit. Four students were selected 
by a committee of faculty and staff based on the 
quality of their tweet for a $2,500 scholarship. Two 
students were selected for a $1,000 scholarship 
based on who had the most likes and whose tweet 
had the most retweets.

Festival of Cultures takes place April 7
Forest Lake Area Schools will host its 12th 

annual Festival of Cultures on April 7 at Forest 
Lake Area High School from 5:30 to 8 p.m. The 
Festival of Cultures is a family-friendly, free, 
fun and educational event designed to increase 
understanding of and appreciation for the many 
different cultures that make up the Forest Lake 
Area School District. The Festival offers activities 
for all ages, including games, art, storytelling, mu-
sic, crafts, dance and food samples. Upon arrival, 
guests are encouraged to pick up their “passport” 
at the welcome table and collect stamps at each of 
the educational booths to document their visits to 
all of the countries and cultures represented. The 
school is located at 6101 Scandia Trail N., Forest 
Lake.

Stillwater science students excel at state science fair
Several students advanced from Da Vinci Fest 

through the regional science fair, and did excep-
tionally well at the Minnesota State Science Fair. 
Stillwater students won three of the 19 spots to 
represent Minnesota in the Intel International 
Science and Engineering Fair (Intel ISEF). Two 
students — Everett Kroll and Hannah Farmer — 
will advance to the Intel ISEF fair this spring in 
Los Angeles, with all expenses paid. Haley Jostes 
is an alternate to the fair.

Rangers show off  talent in annual show
The 2017 Rangers Have Talent Show recognized 

a range of abilities and expertise last week. In the 
onstage performances, Paige Ewert received third 
prize for her ballet dancing, Anthony Yang and 
Johnny Xiong received second prize for their duet 
and Page Pariucci received fi rst prize for her orig-
inal song. In the art show category, Claire Ulrich 
received third prize for “Portrait of John Lennon,” 
Allison Witzman received second prize for a piece 
entitled “:-)” and Veronica Mahnke received fi rst 
prize for “A Little Medusa.”

 SUBMITTED

The history group stops for a quick shot with their med-
als. 

 SUBMITTED

Moore and Sauve stand proudly with their scholarship 
checks to MSUM.  

Keto named MBCA Assistant 
Coach of the Year

FOREST LAKE — Forest Lake Area High School boys’ 
basketball coach Kevin Keto has been named this year’s 
recipient of the Minnesota Basketball Coaches Association 
(MBCA) Assistant Coach of the Year for section 4AAAA.

Varsity head coach Dan Cremisino informed Keto of his 
designation on March 26 at the FLAHS boys’ basketball 
banquet. Keto has been an assistant coach on the varsity 
team since the 2006-2007 season. 

“I was really surprised when I heard the news,” Keto 
said. “When I had a day or two 
to refl ect, I felt honored. It feels 
good to be recognized for some-
thing I’m so passionate about.”

The award is given to the 
assistant coach who has demon-
strated team loyalty, has assist-
ed coaching a highly successful 
program, performed invaluable 
duties for the school, team and 
community at a standard that 
is above and beyond reasonable 
expectation. 

Keto was selected for the 
award by a 32-member executive 
coaching board with the MBCA — one coach represent-
ing each of the four sections — on which Cremisino sits. 
Part of the nomination process involves a personal letter 
of recommendation from the head coach and a detailed 
resume displaying the assistant coach’s membership to 
the MBCA, assisting in a successful program, performing 
duties above and beyond what is expected and making 
contributions to athletics, sports, arts and the community. 
Based on his body of work throughout the program and in 
the area, Keto was selected to receive the honor.

“Kevin has been with me all 11 years of my tenure,” Cre-
misino said.” During that time we have seen the varsity 
team accomplish a 172 – 138 record, won a conference title, 
section championship, six section fi nals, two academic 
state championships, six academic section championships, 
18 all conference players and three 1,000-point scorers. 
Kevin is a gifted coach on the court and a great mentor to 
kids off the court. We would not have the program we have 
if it were not for Kevin’s dedication and efforts in season 
and out of season.”

Keto has not only been coaching for the past 11 years, 
but he grew up playing in the Forest Lake area. He was 
the captain and point guard on the 2002 Forest Lake High 
School Conference Championship team.

“I’ve been part of Ranger basketball since 1994 when I 
began playing traveling basketball for the hoops club,” 
Keto said. “After 11 seasons coaching, I’ve come to the 
realization that my passion for the game will never fade. 
Coaching basketball affords me the opportunity to share 
this passion with the next generation of athletes.”

Refl ecting back on the season, Keto said he cannot help 
but be grateful for his fellow coaching staff and the ath-
letes with whom he was able to work.

“The individual recognition speaks to the success of 
the program and the quality of athletes with whom we’re 
blessed to work,” Keto said. “The award belongs no more 
to me than it does to our whole staff: Dan Cremisino, Kale 
Henry, Dave Ostercamp, Ben Hoidal and, let’s face it, great 
senior leadership and talented athletes make coaches look 
like they might actually know what they’re doing on the 
sidelines.”

Keto will offi cially receive his award at the MBCA Clinic 
Luncheon on Oct. 27.

From press release
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Minnesota’s #1 Volume Toyota Dealer!
Per Toyota Motor Sale USA 2016

651-482-1322
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   LAKE

Miranda Rice of Forest Lake was one 
of the main reasons the Gustavus 
Adolphus basketball team had a 
banner 25-3 season. The 5-foot-11 
junior forward delivered 16 points, six 
rebounds and two steals per game, 
shooting 56 percent, and made the 
all-MIAC team. The Gusties were MIAC 
runners-up behind No. 3 ranked St. 
Thomas. Rice averaged 9.2 points as a 
sophomore and 7.4 as a freshman at 
Gustavus. She was a late bloomer as a 
basketball player, scoring just 9.8 ppg 
her senior year with the Rangers.
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   VALLEY

Michael Gutierrez, St. Croix Prep 
graduate, led the Macalester 
basketball team (9-16) with 21.6 
points per game, shooting 39 percent 
on 3-pointers and 88 percent on free 
shots. The 5-foot-10 guard’s highlight 
was a 37-point game against St. 
Olaf, capped by a 3-pointer with one 
second left to win it 64-61.  Gutierrez 
led the metro area with 31.5 ppg his 
senior year at St. Croix Prep, then 
scored 13.6 ppg as a freshman at 
Macalester.
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paign sponsored the pod-
casts. At Tuesday night’s 
event, Moe encouraged 
people to talk more about 
mental illness to reduce 
stigma.

“I’m not a doctor — I 
was a theater major,” he 
said. “All I’m doing is ask-
ing questions and talking 
about my own experience. 
What if everyone in this 
room just started having 
an honest conversation 
with their child, spouse, 
parent, about mental 
health? About struggles 
you have had and strug-
gles they have had. If peo-
ple talked as much about 
mental health as they do 
about nutrition and exer-
cise, stigma would be over 
tomorrow.”

A panel discussion also 

featured fi ve thought lead-
ers involved with mental 
health services in the St. 
Croix Valley. The speak-
ers included:

Pat Rogers, clinical 
director, FamilyMeans

Dan Van Someren, jail 
captain, St. Croix County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce

Heather Erickson, 
director of behavioral 
health, Amery Hospital & 
Clinic

Shelly Rock, director of 
parish nursing, Lakeview 
Hospital

Peter VanDusartz, di-
rector of program develop-
ment, HealthPartners St. 
Croix Valley Behavioral 
Health

“We want our communi-
ties in the St. Croix Valley 
to understand that mental 
illness is just that — an 
illness,” said Ted Wegleit-

ner, president and CEO 
of Lakeview Health. “Not 
unlike heart disease, it 
can be treated right here 
in our valley communi-
ties.”

Members of the public 
interested in learning 
more and supporting 
family, friends and their 
community with mental 
health issues are invited 
to attend any of the follow-
ing free HealthPartners 
classes:

April 10 – Suicide 
prevention training at 
Hudson Hospital & Clinic

April 11 – Make It OK 
ambassador training at 
Amery Hospital & Clinic

April 19 – Webinar: New 
mom stress or postpar-
tum depression?

From press release

Forest Lake students push 
for political action club

BY JACKIE BUSSJAEGER
STAFF WRITER

FOREST LAKE — A group of stu-
dents at Forest Lake Area High School 
is looking for the next generation of 
community voices for its innovative new 
club. The Forest Lake Student Political 
Action Group (PAC) calls for “enthusi-
astic and community-bettering types of 
people” to come together, generate ideas 
and bring fun for all types of teens in the 
community.

Political science teacher Suzanne 
Stennes-Rogness has watched the group 
from its inception earlier this school 
year, which started with students in her 
class.

“Their mission is to provide fun 
opportunities for teens in the Forest 
Lake area,” she said. “It’s exciting 
seeing them putting things into action 
they have learned in poli-sci class ... 
It’s rare when I’ve seen something like 
this, something that takes a high degree 
of initiative. I’ve seen maybe only one 
other group form like this.”

Part of the inspiration for the club 
came from fall class visits from candi-
dates campaigning for local offi ces, such 
as Sen. Karin Housley, (R-St. Mary’s 
Point). Senior Alyssa Klever, one of the 
group’s key members, spoke about how 
these classroom visits inspired her.

“I think what really made me want to 
do it is [Mrs. Stennes-Rogness] had all 
the speakers come in. They didn’t know 
what could be done about what they 
didn’t like. It was great that it was an 
election year, so we had a ton of speak-
ers. I don’t have a political background 
but if these people were saying, ‘‘I can 
make a difference,’ we decided we can do 
it too.”

Though it’s called a political action 
group, it’s about more than those hold-
ing elected offi ce, Klever said.

“It’s not just trying to get involved in 
politics. It’s just trying to get students 
involved in the community.

That’s what we’re hoping for,” she said.
“This club is raising their voices rath-

er than money; they realize they are our 
future, and they want to leave a legacy,” 
Stennes-Rogness said. “Some seniors 
have used that word: legacy ... They have 
plans in terms of infl uencing adults in 
our community, and creating a greater 
number of positive opportunities for 
students and teenagers. It has to do with 
the fact that your voice is louder at the 
local level than it is at any other level of 
government. People are quick to vote in 
a presidential election. Where are those 

people at the caucus? It’s the opposite of 
what it should be. Voting is just one way 
of participating. If you aren’t 18, you can 
make a huge impact by writing an email 
or making a phone call. So they’re put-
ting that into practice whether they’re 
18 or not.”

One of the group’s advisors is Mark 
Finnemann, who ran for mayor of 
Forest Lake in the 2016 election but ulti-
mately lost the race. He has helped with 
some of the seniors’ input on the public 
request for feedback about improving 
Bixby Park. Senior Madi Nolan, another 
involved member, said that the student 
group would like to have active input 
into decisions such as these.

“There isn’t much to do for teens in 
Forest Lake,” she said. “We have parks 
and stuff, but nobody’s interested in 
swinging. Nobody hangs out here, so 
we’re trying to work with the city to 
change that. We want other districts to 
want to come here.” Most importantly, 
the group wants to hear what their 
fellow students are interested in seeing 
happen in the community.

The PAC fi rst started up in late No-
vember 2016, but the members are now 
pushing hard to spark interest among 
younger students. Most of those involved 
are seniors who will move on to colleges 
and vocations at the end of the year, but 
they want to see the PAC continue its 
work.

Both Nolan and Klever will attend 
the University of Wisconsin-River Falls 
next year. Klever said she hopes to study 
livestock management and animal nu-
trition, and would like to continue to be 
involved as a student voice.

The Forest Lake PAC currently seeks 
underclassmen to share their thoughts 
and opinions with the group, and carry 
on the torch for the next school year. 
Anyone is welcome.

“People should know that it’s not 
conservative, Republican, Democrat: it’s 
really about people coming together to 
make an impact in community,” Nolan 
said. “It’s not in political issues, it’s 
changing Forest Lake for the better.”

“What this club is, is for everyone who 
wants to see change, even if it’s not mi-
nor or major. Whatever it is, we want to 
hear what you have to say,” Klever said.

The group normally meets on the fi rst 
Thursday of the month at 7:15 a.m. in 
Stennes-Rogness’s room.

Jackie Bussjaeger can be reached at 
651-407-1229 or 
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River Valley Riders seek volunteers
River Valley Riders is a nonprofi t volunteer-run 

organization whose mission is to enrich the lives of 
children and adults with special needs by providing 
equine-assisted activities and therapies. Volunteers 
with River Valley Riders work directly with riding 
instructors, providing assistance during therapeutic 
horseback riding lessons. Volunteers will be trained 
to become side walkers and leaders; each member of 
the volunteer team has a specifi c responsibility. Ex-
perience with horses or people with disabilities is not 
required.  Evening volunteer opportunities are from 
May through October at a choice of two locations: 
Afton or Scandia. New volunteer training will be of-
fered at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church at 880 Neal Ave. 
S. in Afton from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, April 22. 
Breakfast and lunch will be provided. It is important 
to call 651-439-2558 or contact  www.rivervalleyriders.
org to RSVP.

Castlewood Women’s Golf League invites new players
The Castlewood Women’s Golf League invites wom-

en golfers of all abilities, including women new to the 
game, to join their spring and summer league. Golfers 
are welcome to form their own team, or league orga-
nizers will help individuals or groups fi nd a place on 
an established team. The league plays on Thursday 
evenings at Castlewood Golf Course on Highway 97 
in Forest Lake, with a shotgun tee-off at 5:30 p.m. 
League play follows a match-play format, where two 
players from a team compete against two players 
from another team each week. League play starts 
with a practice night on April 13 and an offi cial start 
on April 20, and then runs every week through early 
September. The cost is $70 league fee per player plus 
$1,071.25 per team for greens fees, which is divided 
between the number of players on a team; typically 
4-6 players. The individual league fee includes hand-
icapping fees with the Minnesota Golf Association, 

weekly event prizes and championship prizes. For 
more information, call Castlewood at 651-464-6233.

Historical Society holds volunteer orientation
The Washington County Historical Society invites 

those with a passion for history to the Warden’s 
House Museum at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 20 for a 
new volunteer orientation/informational meeting. 
Volunteers assist the historical society in a wide vari-
ety of ways, including cataloguing the artifact inven-
tory, creating scrapbooks of historic photographs and 
newspaper articles and, of course, guiding visitors 
through museums. The goal is to tailor individual 
volunteer experiences to suit the needs and interests 
of the volunteer. At the April 20 meeting, attendees 
will take a tour of the Warden’s House Museum and 
receive further information about volunteering with 
WCHS. The Warden’s House is located at 602 Main 
Street North in Stillwater. Please contact the Histor-
ical Society at information@wchsmn.org or 651-439-
5956 with any questions regarding volunteer opportu-
nities or this orientation meeting.

 
County among top 5 healthiest counties

The 2017 County Health Rankings Report released 
March 29 ranks Washington County fourth among 
Minnesota’s 87 counties in current conditions of 
health, also called health outcomes. The county’s 
Department of Public Health and Environment uses 
a variety of methods to regularly assess and measure 
the health of local communities, including the fi ve-
year Community Health Assessment. The depart-
ment will gather data for the next Community Health 
Assessment beginning this fall and ending in 2018. 
The information gained from the Community Health 
Assessment will help the department make data-driv-
en decisions about specifi c program focus, areas for 
prioritization and ways to improve public health in 
Washington County. In order to portray the best, most 

accurate depiction of health in Washington County, 
residents are encouraged to participate in surveys, 
listening sessions and other feedback opportunities 
to provide their input. If you or your organization 
is interested in learning more about data collected 
through the Community Health Assessment, email 
PHE@co.washington.mn.us.

Guided morning bird hikes continue April 8
A rotating schedule of bird hikes throughout Wash-

ington County Parks is on the schedule in 2017; the 
next one is 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. Saturday, April 8 at the 
Lake Elmo Park Reserve. Participants should meet at 
the Nordic Center Foyer, with parking at the Nordic 
Trailhead lot. Learn to identify the birds that call the 
St. Croix Valley home and contribute to citizen sci-
ence data collection by completing bird count surveys 
with the guide. The one-hour guided hikes take place 
on Saturday from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 

For Washington County park locations, see www.
co.washington.mn.us/parks. Under park locations, 
fi nd a county map with park contact information; 
search “guided bird hikes” on the county website for 
more information. For questions, call 651-430-8370 or 
email at parks@co.washington.mn.us.

County park boat launches ready for use
The warm weather has allowed Washington County 

Parks to open its boat launches earlier than usual. All 
launches except St. Croix Bluffs are currently open 
and boats can launch. County parks staff will work 
over the next two weeks to install docks to facilitate 
launching and loading. St. Croix Bluffs launch still 
has signifi cant ice that makes it unsafe to launch. 
This launch remains closed. County staff will check 
the ice daily and once the ice clears, the launch will 
also be open.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Women’s Business Bridge announces business conference
Women’s Business Bridge (WBB), a program of the 

Greater Stillwater Chamber of Commerce, has an-
nounced its third annual business conference, which 
will take place 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday, May 17 at 
the Water Street Inn in downtown Stillwater. The con-
ference will feature keynote speaker Annie Meehan, 
speaker and life coach, whose energetic presentation 
called “The RIDE of a Lifetime” will kick off the day’s 
lineup. Other presenters include Jennifer Kern Col-
lins from Intrinsic SOULution, who will present on 
“Manage Your Thoughts and Boost your Business,” 
and Tonya Jackman Hampton, Ph.D., senior director 
of diversity, inclusion and engagement at HealthPart-
ners on “Know Fear: Access It, Strategize and Trans-
form.”

The conference will also include the Business 
Woman of the Year Luncheon, where an award will 
be presented to the winner for her achievements. 
Nominations are being taken until April 21 and can 
be submitted on the WBB website conference page 
(www.womensbusinessbridge.com/conference). A 
social hour will encourage networking to close out 
the conference, and a vendor marketplace will also be 
available.

Sponsorships for any budget are still available. 
Cost to attend is $99 for WBB members and $129 for 
nonmembers. Cost to be a marketplace vendor is $219. 
For more information and to register, visit www.

womensbusinessbridge.com/conference or contact 
the chamber.

Chamber welcomes Capture Your Photos  
The Greater Stillwater Chamber of Commerce 

welcomed new member Capture Your Photos to the 
chamber at a ribbon-cutting celebration on March 14 
at the Rivertown Inn. Based in Stillwater, Capture 
Your Photos helps people celebrate life, tell stories and 
touch hearts with their photo and video collections. 
Services include digital and printed photo organiza-
tion, premium photo scanning, custom album design, 
home movie/media transfers from videotapes, fi lm 
reels, slides and negatives to DVD/digital, photo dis-
plays and keepsakes and photo slideshows.

“Our memories are everywhere. In our crazy digital 
world where we are taking more pictures than ever 
before, many of us have a digital mess of photos. In ad-
dition, we have boxes of printed photos that we have 
either accumulated or inherited, as well as memories 
trapped on old videotapes, slides and fi lm reels. Our 
job is to help you organize, preserve and share these 
memories and your family’s history,” said owner 
Holly Corbid.

Corbid is a Women’s Business Bridge board member 
and an active volunteer in her family’s school and 
church communities. Contact Capture Your Photos at 
www.CaptureYourPhotos.com, holly@captureyour-
photos.com or call 651-247-2511.

KRISTINA MARSHALL OF KRISTINA LYNN PHOTOGRAPHY & DESIGN | SUBMITTED

Holly Corbid cuts the ribbon at her welcome celebration with the Greater Stillwater Chamber. 
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resurgence in many types of animals 
— he remembers a time when he was 
limited to only 10 beavers because the 
waters were not as clean and the animals 
were not as common. Conservation 
efforts have led to an environment that 
is perfect for the proliferation of birds of 
prey, waterfowl, deer, beaver and many 
other species, but right along with them 
come muskrats. Bacon said that the high 
water quality in Birch Lake is likely one 
of the many reasons the population has 
increased. Lake levels have also played 
a role.

“What’s really changed the last few 
years, last few years had low water level 
conditions, and that allowed weeds and 
willows and cattails to start growing on 
fl at areas exposed with the loss of water,” 
Shoemaker said. “The lake came up last 
year quite a bit, and all those areas that 
had weeds and cattails growing, those 
are places that for many years had no 
aquatic vegetation. The water came up 
and it provided habitat for muskrat.”

In addition to creating these homes in 
the shallow water, muskrats burrow un-
derground to create a warm, protected 
chamber where they can bring back food 
collected from under the ice in winter. 
One of the biggest concerns is that the 
rodents’ tunneling will eventually de-
stabilize the infrastructure of the banks 
and nearby roads.

“The concern on the part of the city 
was that they were starting to undercut 
the bank on Birch Lake Boulevard,” 
Bacon said, “You start to get things 
washing away. A number of shoreline 
property owners have complained about 
burrowing under their property; holes 
pop up.”

Gary Langer is a resident of the Wild 
Marsh townhouse development on 
Marsh Drive in White Bear Township. 
He and his neighbors have noticed quite 
a bit of tunneling in their yards; he said 

his neighbor has a hole in his lawn about 
two feet deep and eight feet long. Langer 
has lived in the home for three years, 
and said the problem has gotten worse.

“We love the marsh and the wildlife in 
it, except for that one creature,” he said.

The muskrat population spike may 
also be related to a White Bear Lake 
ordinance passed in 2013. When a local 
man’s dog was accidentally caught 
in a raccoon trap, the city passed an 
ordinance stating that all trapping was 
prohibited, except for with permission 
of the city manager or by request of a 
private property owner. Homeowners 
like Langer are able to take care of the 
problem in their own yards by request-
ing these services, but trappers are not 
allowed to operate the way they would 
on other lakes. Most lakes that fall under 
the jurisdiction of the Department of 
Natural Resources are open to trapping, 
so long as the trappers have the proper 
permits and only take game during the 
active trapping season.

Muskrats do have some natural pred-
ators, Shoemaker said. Eagles, hawks, 
otters, mink and even muskies will feast 
on muskrat when given the chance. 

That’s why the high rate of reproduc-
tion plays such a critical role. Although 
muskrats usually live hardly more than 
a year, Shoemaker said they can have up 
to four litters of young over the course of 
one summer.

“A muskrat born in spring can have its 
own litter of babies by fall,” Shoemaker 
said. “That’s what happened in White 
Bear Lake. The circumstances are just 
perfect. For years there were no weeds 
or cattails, but with the lake dropping 
and then coming back up, there’s a lot of 
habitat.”

Muskrats can present a danger to 
humans and pets, Shoemaker said. They 
may carry diseases, such as tularemia 
or, in the rare case, rabies. In addition 
to this, their behavior changes in the 
breeding season.

“Muskrats can be quite aggressive, 
especially in springtime when they’re 
most active and breeding,” Shoemak-
er said. “This is the only time of year 
you see them hit by cars. They migrate 
across dry land, looking for a new 
watershed, new lakes, new ponds to go 
through. When that ice fi rst comes out, 
there seem to be muskrats everywhere. 
They end up in garages and window 
wells, but that only happens in spring for 
short period of time ... In the spring they 
can be very aggressive. I’ve had a num-
ber of dogs bitten by muskrats. They’ll 
be capable of biting pets, they have very 
sharp teeth. The dangers are if... a kid 
wouldn’t know any better than to (ap-
proach). The rest of the year (muskrats) 
keep to themselves.”

DNR furbearer specialist Jason Abra-
ham said that the DNR does not formally 
track muskrat numbers, but that based 
on anecdotal evidence and observation 
of muskrat huts in wetlands around the 
state, it’s likely the numbers were higher 
than usual this year. Shoemaker said 
that a possible solution to the problem 
would be a renewed interest in trap-
ping among young people; he grew up 
in White Bear Lake trapping for spare 
cash.

“What I really think is that it’s too bad 

there’s not more kids out there, instead 
of sitting inside the house playing video 
games or whatever else,” he said. “You 
learn about being self-reliant and inde-
pendent. You go up to Birch Lake, you 
could easily catch 300 muskrats. Three 
hundred muskrats at $3 a piece, for a 
kid that’s in high school, that’s a nice bit 
of change. On top of that, people don’t 
really know anything about trapping 

anymore. You outlaw the trapping, these 
critters become problems.”

Both Shoemaker and Abraham said 
that overpopulation and the natural fl uc-
tuation in water levels may eventually 
lead to a natural solution to the muskrat 
problem.

“Their populations cycle from high 
and dense to low and sparse very quick-
ly,” Abraham said. “It’s quite possible 
that muskrat populations will (be) no-
ticeably lower in the near future.”

Jackie Bussjaeger can be reached at 
651-407-1229 or 

lowdownnews@presspubs.com.

MUSKRATS BY THE NUMBERS

2-3 

$3.50

150

2,902

111,998

new litters born to a 
female muskrat every 
year
current average price 
per pelt
muskrats trapped on 
Birch Lake in 2016
trappers trapping 
muskrat in Minnesota 
2014-2015
muskrats harvested in 
Minnesota 2014-2015

SUBMITTED

 Muskrat tunneling can do a lot of damage 
to nearby yards.

MUSKRATS: Rodent population booms, causing havoc in yards and waterways
FROM PAGE 1

and exposed an original 
brick wall that had been 
formerly covered with 
sheet rock. They also 
installed new doors and 
decorative chandelier 
lighting. After three 
months of hard work, the 
location looks like a com-
pletely different place. 

“We pretty much did 
everything there was,” 
Jendro said. “The whole 
of the store is redone. I’m 
pretty happy with how 
everything turned out.”

Jendro wasn’t sure 
when the building was 
fi rst constructed, but a 
brick on the back of the 
building is engraved 
with the signature of 
someone named Henry 
Simmons, and dated 
April 29, 1910. In learn-
ing more about the 
building, she discovered 
it had formerly been 
a butcher shop, which 
explained why the brick 
wall was scorched – the 
room had once been used 
for smoking meats.

“It’s dirty, but it’s cool 
looking,” Jendro said.

Once the store is run-
ning smoothly, she hopes 
to take a closer look at 
the building’s history – 
the owner told her it also 
served as Forest Lake’s 
fi rst state bank.

Jendro works with 
several local artisans – 
the store carries their 
creations, and they work 
in the store. Many of the 
items inside are vintage 
and restored furniture, 
along with new, modern 
items such as candles, 
artwork, indoor plants 
and more. 

“I think right now, in 
Forest Lake, we do have 
more of the shops that 
have the refurbishing of 
furniture, and our store 
is a little bit different 
in that it has a little bit 
more of a modern twist 

than the other ones,” 
Jendro said. 

She and her husband 
have three children; one 
works in a printing shop, 
one is in college and the 
third is a tenth grader at 
Forest Lake Area High 
School. In her spare time, 
she enjoys outdoor activ-
ities, especially snowmo-
biling. She said that this 
year’s sparse snowfall 
was both a blessing and a 
curse – it was frustrating 
for snowmobilers, but al-
lowed her to keep focused 
on the project of getting 
the store up and running.

“If we did have a lot of 
snow, I would have been 
torn,” she said. “I was 
able to work really hard 
for three months, so on 
that side it was it was 
blessing for me but I still 
feel bad for everybody 
else.” 

New View Home 
Decor is located at 99 
Lake St. N, north of the 
roundabout. It is open 
Thursday-Saturday 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday 
12-4 p.m.; closed Mon-
day-Wednesday. It will 
hold a grand opening 
April 6-9.

Jackie Bussjaeger can 
be reached at 651-407-1229 

or lowdownnews@
presspubs.com. 
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NEW VIEW: Home decor shop opens
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When simple activities become difficult because of things like memory loss 
or stroke, you can feel disconnected from life. Our team provides you more 
options, closer to home with the support that matters most—your family.
lakeviewhealth.org
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Near the back of the shop, an 
exposed brick wall shows the 
telltale scorch marks from 
when the building served as 
a local butcher shop. 



One of Stillwater's oldest buildings will soon house one of its oldest breweries
BY JACKIE BUSSJAEGER

STAFF WRITER

STILLWATER – Two historical Still-
water features will soon begin a new, 
combined phase of their story when St. 
Croix Brewing offi cially opens in the his-
toric Brunswick House, known to be one 
of the oldest homes in Stillwater.

Todd Fyten is a brewer and former 
owner of St. Croix Brewing, which is 
now owned by his wife.

“We bought the brewery back in the 
2000s and we waited this long to fi nd 
something that would work in Stillwater 
because we wanted to bring it back to its 
roots,” he said.

St. Croix Brewing was fi rst started 
by Gerhardt Knipps when the St. Croix 
Boom Site was an active lumber camp in 
the late 1800s. The brewery was located 
near the Tamarack House at the histor-
ic wayside now marked with a plaque 
just north of downtown Stillwater on 
Highway 95. An explosion at the down-
town mill shut down the brewery for a 
while, and when it opened back up, it no 
longer brewed its own beer, but served 
as an inn and taproom. The building 
was demolished in the '50s to straighten 
the highway. It wasn't until 1995 that the 
brewery was revived by a home brewer; 
eventually Fyten became a partner and 
took over the business. 

For their 25th wedding anniversary, 
Fyten signed the brewery over to his 
wife Madeline, making St. Croix Brew-
ing one of only a small number of wom-
an-owned breweries in the state. 

The signature St. Croix beers, such 
as cream cask stout and maple ale, are 
currently brewed at another of Fyten's 
brewing facilities in Mantorville. Ever 
since he acquired the company, he'd been 
looking for a building to bring it back to 
its roots in Stillwater. After weighing the 
options, he and his wife decided on the 
Brunswick House on Chestnut Street, 
which has a unique history of its own.

“Our dream was to put it in Stillwa-
ter,” he said. “If things were different, 
you would have seen our brewery in the 
old Wolf brewery. Literally the contract 
was in front of me, but given the size of 
that space, it was impossible but it would 
have been diffi cult and expensive. We 
ended up not doing it. We also looked 
at buying out Staples Mills. We had a 
couple stabs at this, and that's when the 
opportunity came up with the Bruns-
wick House.” 

The Brunswick House was built by 
William Penny in 1848, and in 1849 
it gave rise to the fi rst local chapter 
meeting of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, which aims to help those 
in need. It was later purchased by 
Julius Brunswick, a Swiss immigrant 
who moved in with his wife and seven 
children. After their parents' deaths, 
his fi ve daughters Anna, Rose, Claire, 
Emily and Molly lived in the house and 
supported themselves with needlework 
and by selling art supplies. Molly, the 

last of the daughters, died in 1968 and the 
house changed hands many times over 
the following years.

Rumor has it that the house might 
have one or two paranormal occupants 
– some believe that the Brunswick 
daughters like to keep an eye on their 
precious home and magnifi cent gardens 
to this very day. Fyten said that one of 
the contractors sometimes gets spooked 
working in the house, but he's never 
experienced anything unusual.

Before Fyten leased the house, it was 
the Harvest Inn, owned by Mark and 
Lydia Hanson who currently run Marx 
Fusion Bistro on Main Street. The layout 
of the house made it a diffi cult spot for a 
food venue, however.

“What really made things diffi cult is 
that he had a kitchen in the basement, 
and had to go up and down stairs to 
bring food up,” Fyten said. “It always 
created an issue of food getting cold. ... 
When I went in there, the fi rst thing I 
look for is how the fl oor is laid out. Are 

they sloped to drain? This place has 
great kitchen fl oors for that. It was well 
suited for that, so it's not uncommon 
to have brewery in the basement of a 
taproom, then the beer garden for sum-
mer, and that works great for a brewery. 
I bumped into more people who were 
thinking of buying it but couldn't make 
it work. For our needs it was perfect.”

During their time there, the Hansons 
worked with local gardening groups to 
retain the integrity of the old garden 
– Fyten thought there might still be a 
couple vines there that were originally 
planted by the Brunswick family.

In addition to the many historical 
elements on the property, Fyten said he 
purchased the outdoor furniture from 
the revered Nye's Polonaise Room in 
northeast Minneapolis when it closed.

Due to the building's age, getting it 
ready to open has taken longer than 
expected, Fyten said. 

“The building was built in 1848, so 
you hope for the best, but you're never 
quite sure when you're dealing with an 
almost 170-year-old building,” he said. 
“We didn't want to have any problems, so 
we gutted and did everything. It just took 
extra time. We're still working through 
the process.”

The process will take place in three 
stages: fi rst, the basement will be 
converted into an active brewery. Once 
it's up and running, it will open as an off-
sale business. Lastly, the main fl oor will 
be open as an on-site taproom, featuring 
a refurbished seating area and eventual-
ly an outdoor patio. 

The basement is still in the fi nal stages 
of preparation, and Fyten estimates the 
brewery will be fully operational by 
summer 2017. Once it's up and going, the 
brewery will be that much closer to offer-
ing off-sale beverages and eventually, the 
taproom.

Jackie Bussjaeger can be reached at 
651-407-1229 or 

lowdownnews@presspubs.com. 
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The Brunswick House, located on Chestnut Street, is believed to be the oldest wood frame 
house in Stillwater.



resurgence in many types of animals 
— he remembers a time when he was 
limited to only 10 beavers because the 
waters were not as clean and the animals 
were not as common. Conservation 
efforts have led to an environment that 
is perfect for the proliferation of birds of 
prey, waterfowl, deer, beaver and many 
other species, but right along with them 
come muskrats. Bacon said that the high 
water quality in Birch Lake is likely one 
of the many reasons the population has 
increased. Lake levels have also played 
a role.

“What’s really changed the last few 
years, last few years had low water level 
conditions, and that allowed weeds and 
willows and cattails to start growing on 
fl at areas exposed with the loss of water,” 
Shoemaker said. “The lake came up last 
year quite a bit, and all those areas that 
had weeds and cattails growing, those 
are places that for many years had no 
aquatic vegetation. The water came up 
and it provided habitat for muskrat.”

In addition to creating these homes in 
the shallow water, muskrats burrow un-
derground to create a warm, protected 
chamber where they can bring back food 
collected from under the ice in winter. 
One of the biggest concerns is that the 
rodents’ tunneling will eventually de-
stabilize the infrastructure of the banks 
and nearby roads.

“The concern on the part of the city 
was that they were starting to undercut 
the bank on Birch Lake Boulevard,” 
Bacon said, “You start to get things 
washing away. A number of shoreline 
property owners have complained about 
burrowing under their property; holes 
pop up.”

Gary Langer is a resident of the Wild 
Marsh townhouse development on 
Marsh Drive in White Bear Township. 
He and his neighbors have noticed quite 
a bit of tunneling in their yards; he said 
his neighbor has a hole in his lawn about 

two feet deep and eight feet long. Langer 
has lived in the home for three years, 
and said the problem has gotten worse.

“We love the marsh and the wildlife in 
it, except for that one creature,” he said.

The muskrat population spike may 
also be related to a White Bear Lake 
ordinance passed in 2013. When a local 
man’s dog was accidentally caught 
in a raccoon trap, the city passed an 
ordinance stating that all trapping was 
prohibited, except for with permission 
of the city manager or by request of a 
private property owner. Homeowners 
like Langer are able to take care of the 
problem in their own yards by request-
ing these services, but trappers are not 
allowed to operate the way they would 
on other lakes. Most lakes that fall under 
the jurisdiction of the Department of 
Natural Resources are open to trapping, 
so long as the trappers have the proper 
permits and only take game during the 
active trapping season.

Muskrats do have some natural pred-
ators, Shoemaker said. Eagles, hawks, 
otters, mink and even muskies will feast 
on muskrat when given the chance. 
That’s why the high rate of reproduc-
tion plays such a critical role. Although 

muskrats usually live hardly more than 
a year, Shoemaker said they can have up 
to four litters of young over the course of 
one summer.

“A muskrat born in spring can have its 
own litter of babies by fall,” Shoemaker 
said. “That’s what happened in White 
Bear Lake. The circumstances are just 
perfect. For years there were no weeds 
or cattails, but with the lake dropping 
and then coming back up, there’s a lot of 
habitat.”

Muskrats can present a danger to 
humans and pets, Shoemaker said. They 
may carry diseases, such as tularemia 
or, in the rare case, rabies. In addition 
to this, their behavior changes in the 
breeding season.

“Muskrats can be quite aggressive, 
especially in springtime when they’re 
most active and breeding,” Shoemak-
er said. “This is the only time of year 
you see them hit by cars. They migrate 
across dry land, looking for a new 
watershed, new lakes, new ponds to go 
through. When that ice fi rst comes out, 
there seem to be muskrats everywhere. 
They end up in garages and window 
wells, but that only happens in spring for 
short period of time ... In the spring they 
can be very aggressive. I’ve had a num-
ber of dogs bitten by muskrats. They’ll 
be capable of biting pets, they have very 
sharp teeth. The dangers are if... a kid 
wouldn’t know any better than to (ap-
proach). The rest of the year (muskrats) 
keep to themselves.”

DNR furbearer specialist Jason Abra-
ham said that the DNR does not formally 
track muskrat numbers, but that based 
on anecdotal evidence and observation 
of muskrat huts in wetlands around the 
state, it’s likely the numbers were higher 
than usual this year. Shoemaker said 
that a possible solution to the problem 
would be a renewed interest in trap-
ping among young people; he grew up 
in White Bear Lake trapping for spare 
cash.

“What I really think is that it’s too bad 
there’s not more kids out there, instead 

of sitting inside the house playing video 
games or whatever else,” he said. “You 
learn about being self-reliant and inde-
pendent. You go up to Birch Lake, you 
could easily catch 300 muskrats. Three 
hundred muskrats at $3 a piece, for a 
kid that’s in high school, that’s a nice bit 
of change. On top of that, people don’t 
really know anything about trapping 
anymore. You outlaw the trapping, these 

critters become problems.”
Both Shoemaker and Abraham said 

that overpopulation and the natural fl uc-
tuation in water levels may eventually 
lead to a natural solution to the muskrat 
problem.

“Their populations cycle from high 
and dense to low and sparse very quick-
ly,” Abraham said. “It’s quite possible 
that muskrat populations will (be) no-
ticeably lower in the near future.”

Jackie Bussjaeger can be reached at 
651-407-1229 or 

lowdownnews@presspubs.com.

12  THE LOWDOWN      APRIL  7, 2017
www.presspubs.com

later purchased by Julius 
Brunswick, a Swiss 
immigrant who moved in 
with his wife and seven 
children. After their 
parents’ deaths, his fi ve 
daughters Anna, Rose, 
Claire, Emily and Molly 
lived in the house and 
supported themselves 
with needlework and 
by selling art supplies. 
Molly, the last of the 
daughters, died in 1968 
and the house changed 
hands many times over 
the following years.
Rumor has it that the 
house might have one or 
two paranormal occu-
pants – some believe that 
the Brunswick daughters 
like to keep an eye on 
their precious home and 
magnifi cent gardens to 
this very day. Fyten said 
that one of the contractors 
sometimes gets spooked 
working in the house, but 
he’s never experienced 
anything unusual.

Before Fyten leased the 
house, it was the Harvest 
Inn, owned by Mark and 
Lydia Hanson who cur-
rently run Marx Fusion 
Bistro on Main Street. 
The layout of the house 
made it a diffi cult spot for 
a food venue, however.

“What really made 
things diffi cult is that he 

had a kitchen in the base-
ment, and had to go up 
and down stairs to bring 
food up,” Fyten said. “It 
always created an issue of 
food getting cold. ... When 
I went in there, the fi rst 
thing I look for is how 
the fl oor is laid out. Are 
they sloped to drain? This 
place has great kitchen 
fl oors for that. It was well 
suited for that, so it’s 
not uncommon to have 
brewery in the basement 
of a taproom, then the 
beer garden for summer, 
and that works great for 
a brewery. I bumped into 
more people who were 
thinking of buying it but 
couldn’t make it work. 
For our needs it was 
perfect.”

During their time there, 
the Hansons worked with 
local gardening groups 
to retain the integrity of 
the old garden – Fyten 
thought there might still 
be a couple vines there 
that were originally 
planted by the Brunswick 
family.

In addition to the many 
historical elements on 
the property, Fyten said 
he purchased the out-
door furniture from the 
revered Nye’s Polonaise 
Room in northeast Min-
neapolis when it closed.

Due to the building’s 
age, getting it ready to 

open has taken longer 
than expected, Fyten 
said. 

“The building was built 
in 1848, so you hope for 
the best, but you’re never 
quite sure when you’re 
dealing with an almost 
170-year-old building,” 
he said. “ We didn’t want 
to have any problems, so 
we gutted and did every-
thing. It just took extra 
time. We’re still working 
through the process.”

The process will take 
place in three stages: 
fi rst, the basement will be 
converted into an active 
brewery. Once it’s up 
and running, it will open 
as an off-sale business. 
Lastly, the main fl oor will 
be open as an on-site tap-
room, featuring a refur-
bished seating area and 
eventually an outdoor 
patio. 

The basement is still 
in the fi nal stages of 
preparation, and Fyten 
estimates the brewery 
will be fully operational 
by summer 2017. Once it’s 
up and going, the brewery 
will be that much closer 
to offering off-sale bever-
ages and eventually, the 
taproom.

Jackie Bussjaeger can be 
reached at 651-407-1229 or 

lowdownnews@presspubs.
com. 
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New View Home Decor restores 
historic character of downtown shop

BY JACKIE BUSSJAEGER
STAFF WRITER

FOREST LAKE – A new home décor 
business in downtown Forest Lake is 
giving new life to an old building. New 
View Home Decor, which opened for 
business March 30, offers refurbished 
and recycled furniture as well as a vast 
array of decorative items.

Wyoming resident Brenda Jendro is 
the owner of the new shop. Her husband 
runs his own construction company, 
and together they have purchased and 
rehabbed a number of old houses dating 
between 1890 and 1955. For more than a 
year, Jendro had been thinking of open-
ing her own home décor business be-
cause she really enjoyed the fi nal stages 
of these projects – making a house look 
like a home.

“I wanted to do a retail store because 
I love the whole home side of things,” 
Jendro said. “I love making things look 
pretty.”  

At fi rst she struggled with fi nding a 
suitable location; when she fi rst in-
quired about the Lake Avenue location, 
she was told it was only available for 
offi ce space. A few months later, she 
noticed that the “For Rent” sign was 
still up, and she talked directly with the 
building’s owner, who liked her idea.

When she and her husband took a 
look at the space, they did what they do 
best – stripped it down to the essentials, 
and restored it to its former glory.

Since it was set up for offi ces when 
Jendro moved in, the building had blue 
carpet, dropped ceiling tiles, fl uorescent 
lighting and plain white walls. The Jen-
dros took up the carpeting and installed 
wood fl oors, took out the dropped ceil-
ing and replaced it with corrugated tin 
and exposed an original brick wall that 
had been formerly covered with sheet 
rock. They also installed new doors and 
decorative chandelier lighting. After 
three months of hard work, the location 
looks like a completely different place. 

“We pretty much did everything there 
was,” Jendro said. “The whole of the 
store is redone. I’m pretty happy with 
how everything turned out.”

Jendro wasn’t sure when the building 
was fi rst constructed, but a brick on the 
back of the building is engraved with 
the signature of someone named Henry 
Simmons, and dated April 29, 1910. In 
learning more about the building, she 
discovered it had formerly been a butch-
er shop, which explained why the brick 
wall was scorched – the room had once 
been used for smoking meats.

“It’s dirty, but it’s cool looking,” Jen-
dro said.

Once the store is running smoothly, 
she hopes to take a closer look at the 
building’s history – the owner told her 
it also served as Forest Lake’s fi rst state 
bank.

Jendro works with several local arti-
sans – the store carries their creations, 
and they work in the store. Many of the 
items inside are vintage and restored 
furniture, along with new, modern 
items such as candles, artwork, indoor 
plants and more. 

“I think right now, in Forest Lake, 
we do have more of the shops that have 
the refurbishing of furniture, and our 
store is a little bit different in that it has 
a little bit more of a modern twist than 
the other ones,” Jendro said. 

She and her husband have three 
children; one works in a printing shop, 
one is in college and the third is a tenth 
grader at Forest Lake Area High School. 
In her spare time, she enjoys outdoor 
activities, especially snowmobiling. She 
said that this year’s sparse snowfall was 
both a blessing and a curse – it was frus-
trating for snowmobilers, but allowed 
her to keep focused on the project of 
getting the store up and running.

“If we did have a lot of snow, I would 

have been torn,” she said. “I was able to 
work really hard for three months, so 
on that side it was it was blessing for me 
but I still feel bad for everybody else.” 

New View Home Decor is located at 
99 Lake St. N, north of the roundabout. 
It is open Thursday-Saturday 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. and Sunday 12-4 p.m.; closed 
Monday-Wednesday. It will hold a grand 
opening April 6-9.

Jackie Bussjaeger can be reached at 
651-407-1229 or 

lowdownnews@presspubs.com. 
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Owner Brenda Jendro behind the counter of 
New View Home Decor. 

 JACKIE BUSSJAEGER | PRESS PUBLICATIONS

Above: Items for sale include restored furni-
ture and decorative pieces.
Below: Many of the items have been restored 
by local artisans, who work in the store.
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HEALTH INSURANCE MARTHEALTH INSURANCE MART
Keeping up in Health Insurance

We know Medicare
If you have questions about Medicare 

or other health insurance, 

we have answers.

Val & Barry Sutherland
Health Insurance Mart

651-433-2814
Health Insurance is all we do.

Health Insurance Mart, owned by Barry and Val 
Sutherland, has been doing business in Scandia, 
Minnesota, in the historic Schmitt Mall, since 1989.  
The fi eld of health insurance has evolved over all those 
years but at no time has it been more dynamic than  it 
is today.  

New legislation in Washington, DC has ushered 
in changes with more to come over the next several 
years.  Employers are changing their benefi t offerings 
and, in some cases, their contribution levels, to 
company sponsored health plans in an effort to be able 
to continue to afford to offer benefi ts at all.   Health 
insurance companies have changed their product 

offerings to refl ect what consumers seem to be looking 
for in today’s market.  All of these changes can lead to 
confusion for the consumer and the need to talk with 
someone who can offer guidance and clarity.  

Here at the Health Insurance Mart, we are always 
happy to take your call to discuss questions you 
may have, help you review your current coverage to 
see if it’s a good fi t, or help you fi nd coverage if you 
are uninsured.  Whether you need coverage for new 
college grad, an HSA plan for a young family or a 
Medicare plan for your retirement, we are here to help 
you explore your options and make the process less 
confusing.  

If you’re in the neighborhood, feel free to drop in.  
We enjoy being able to sit down at the table with you 
and discuss your questions and concerns.  There’s 
never a fee for a consultation.  You can reach us during 
regular business hours Monday through Friday at 651-
433-2814 or fi nd us in person at 21080 Olinda Trail in 
beautiful downtown Scandia.

Please call Val & Barry TODAY!

Podiatrist– 
Foot Specialist

Dr. Christopher Phillips
Medical and Surgical 
Management of the 

Foot and Ankle 
Sports Medicine

Treatment of Adults and Children
with Foot Conditions
• Ingrown Toenails
• Arch & Heel Pain

• Bunions • Hammer Toes
• Senior & Diabetic Foot Care

• Arthritic Feet

4653 White Bear Pwky
White Bear Lake, MN 55110

651-426-3995
www.WhiteBearFootAndAnkleClinic.com

21st annual Bethel
Concert set for April 7

 FOREST LAKE — Students in the 
Forest Lake Area High School Music 
Department are getting ready for the 
21st annual Bethel Concert, which will 
be held at 7:30 p.m. April 7 in the Benson 
Great Hall.

A world-class performance facility 
on the campus of Bethel University, 
Benson Great Hall is recognized for its 
superior acoustics. Students in seven 
ensembles, including the top band, choir 
and orchestra as well as their chamber 
groups will perform from masterworks 
and new pieces. The Chamber Strings 
will make its Bethel debut performing a 
piece written by one of its own members, 
Kianna Welsch.

“The concert gives audience members 
an opportunity to hear much of what the 
student musicians are able to do,” Forest 
Lake Area High School Orchestra 
Director David Livermore said. “Forest 
Lake High School has a very diverse and 
progressive music department. Having 
an orchestra sets the program apart 

from most in the country. Going up I-35 
between the cities and Duluth, Forest 
Lake is the only school with strings. 
It is also one of the few programs with 
guitar and Advanced Placement Music 
Theory.”

Forest Lake Area Schools also takes 
pride in their band and choir depart-
ments. Each year the three music 
departments consistently earn superior 
ratings at music contests.

“The nine communities that our 
school district serves have much to be 
proud of in the music program,” Liver-
more said.  

Tickets for the concert are $8 for 
adults and $6 for seniors and stu-
dents. They may be purchased from any 
of the musicians, in the main offi ce of 
the high school, at http://fl bethelcon-
cert.bpt.me/, or at the door the night of 
the event.

From press release
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STILLWATER MEDICAL GROUP

1500 Curve Crest Blvd., Stillwater
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Training dogs and whales
A well-trained dog is a reward that 

comes with consistency, patience and 
repetition. That’s how you get your dog to 
the point of obedience you require where 
it behaves in the fi eld, on the water, with 
other dogs, in the yard and around the 
house. Most professional dog trainers, 
me included, rely on the acronym CPR 
(consistency, patience and repetition) 
from the time the pup is up and moving 

throughout its life to im-
prove the dog’s skills.

Recently I took in a 
dog for boarding that 
came from my kennels 
as a pup. Kishmish was 
purchased by a man who 
trains therapy dogs and 
works at the University 
of Minnesota. Kishmish, 
a Labradinger, (half 
Labrador retriever and 
springer spaniel) was an 
energetic pup; I was won-
dering how she turned 

out. Later that day I took Kishmish out 
of the kennel for some exercise and along 
the way grabbed a training dummy.

Kishmish was about 75 yards out when 
I called her name and the command 
“come.” The words had barely left my 
mouth when Kishmish spun around 
and came to me on a fl at out dead run. 
I repeated that command many times 
during her exercise time and every time 
she immediately stopped what she was 
doing and ran back to me at sprint speed. 
My son Josh stopped by at my bidding 
and I showed him what the dog was capa-
ble of. Along the way I had Kishmish sit 
and stay while I tossed the dummy and 
she obeyed perfectly.

I noticed that she also knew “down,” ly-
ing on her stomach with head erect and 

I’d use this command as well. Then Josh 
and I walked back to the house, when 
I noticed Kishmish was not with us. I 
looked and there she was, lying in the 
down command position I had left her 
in. She stayed there while we walked 75 
yards, stopped and talked a couple times 
and she never moved.

Her owner uses a combination of click-
er training and CPR that all good han-
dlers use. Clicker training uses positive 
motivation, often with food, instead of 
punishment-based training that so many 
dog owners use. Positive reinforcements 
cause positive reactions. The fl ip side of 
that coin is a heavy-handed trainer who 
loses their patience, is inconsistent and 
doesn’t repeat the commands enough, re-
sulting in a dog that has its tail between 
its legs, has accidents in the house and 
runs away when called.

Motivation training is something you 
see in the largest of trained creatures 
from elephants and killer whales to 
porpoises and circus dogs. Go online and 
watch people training a killer whale and 
you will be amazed. Instead of using a 
little clicker to get a dog to associate the 
sound of a small clicker with food and 
positive behavior, those training sea 
mammals use a loud whistle and fi sh as 
a reward. Again, it’s all about CPR with 
positive motivation, treat-based training. 
The big difference is that instead of a dog 
racing back to you at warp speed it was a 
several ton killer whale. When the whale 
gets to within a few feet of the handler it 
uses its fi ns to stop making waves that 
could knock you over.

Jim Bennett is an outdoorsman who lives 
and worked in the St. Croix River Valley 
and can be reached at jamesbennett24@

gmail.com
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Murder and mayhem take the 
stage for NEA Big Read

ST. CROIX FALLS, 
Wisconsin—“The Real 
Inspector Hound” by Tom 
Stoppard is a lampoon on 
the murder mystery genre. 
Four suspects and one 
inspector are trapped at 
Muldoon Manor, while two 
critics watching from the 
audience comment, squab-
ble, laugh, cry and add to 
the theater experience.

Director Rachel Kuhnle 
shares that the actors 
have found real joy em-
bracing the dramatic side, 
but that only adds to the 
humor. “It's very funny 
for a murder mystery. 
Also, it's thrilling to be do-
ing this show in our space 
at the Franklin Square 
Black Box. We're making 
the show fi t the space in a 
way that puts our audi-
ence right in the middle 
of the action. I don't know 
of a murder mystery quite 
like this one that's ever 
been done this way.”

“The Real Inspector 
Hound” takes a comical ap-
proach to the drama found 
in mystery and crime 
genres and ties in with this 
year’s NEA Big Read in 
the St. Croix Valley book 
selection “The Maltese Fal-
con” by Dashiell Hammett. 
In “The Maltese Falcon,” 
the sculpture at the heart 
of the book is coveted by 
every major character. So 
much so, they are willing 
to do anything – lie, steal, 
even kill – to obtain it. 
Programs like Festival 
Theatre’s production 

of “The Real Inspector 
Hound” provide audiences 
and readers the opportuni-
ty to examine the themes 
in “The Maltese Falcon” 
through other art forms 
and stories. 

“ArtReach sees the NEA 
Big Read in the St. Croix 
Valley as an opportunity 
to create multi-disci-
plinary art programing 
around an incredible piece 
of literature,” said Heath-
er Rutledge, ArtReach St. 
Croix executive director. 
“Theater provides an 
opportunity for audiences 
to experience literature in 
alternative way.” 

Opening night for “The 
Real Inspector Hound” is 
April 8 and the show runs 
through April 30. With 
limited capacity in the 
Franklin Square Black 
Box, patrons are encour-

aged to make their reser-
vations as soon as possible. 
Tickets are $26 for adults 
and $13.50 for students 
(ages 5-25) and can be pur-
chased at FestivalTheatre.
org, emailing festivalthe-
atreboxoffi ce@gmail.com 
or by calling the box offi ce 
at 715-483-3387.   

The Stillwater Trolley 
will be providing a free 
shuttle to the opening 
night performance of 
“The Real Inspector 
Hound” on Saturday, 
April 8. The shuttle will 
depart from ArtReach 
St. Croix in Stillwater at 
6:15 p.m. with stops in 
Marine on St. Croix and 
Scandia. Reservations are 
required. To reserve your 
seat, please call ArtReach 
at 651-439-1465.

Free vignette perfor-
mances of “The Real In-
spector Hound” will also 
take place at River Falls 
Public Library at 6:30 
p.m. April 13 and Bayport 
Public Library at 1 p.m. 
April 22 as part of NEA 
Big Read. Audiences will 
see a few scenes from the 
play and have the oppor-
tunity to ask questions of 
the actors and director. 
Please note these will not 
be full performances.

For more information 
about NEA Big Read in 
the St. Croix Valley and a 
full list of events happen-
ing in March and April, 
visit valleyreads.org.

From press release

Festival Theatre | Submitted

Actor Steven Czajkowski 
rehersing his role as a theater
critic in the Festival Theatre 
production of “The Real 
Inspector Hound” by Tom 
Stoppard. 
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Forest Lake 
citizens protest 

in support of 
police

BY JACKIE BUSSJAEGER
STAFF WRITER

FOREST LAKE — A group of nearly 
200 Forest Lake citizens gathered at the 
Forest Lake City Center March 27 to 
protest the council’s decision to request a 
quote from the Washington County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce for contract law enforcement 
services. Contracting with Washington 
County would mean the elimination of 
the current Forest Lake Police Depart-
ment, an idea which did not sit well with 
many residents.

Forest Lake resident Matt Arntzen 
was one of the attendees of the protest. 
He has served as a police offi cer for 20 
years and currently works for the St. 
Paul Police Department. He estimated 
that there were as many as 200 people in 
attendance to support Forest Lake police 
— some stood outside City Hall and 
others held signs near Highway 61 before 
everyone came inside at the beginning of 
the council meeting.

“I want to support my brothers and 
sisters,” Arntzen said. “I realize the 
importance of having home-grown 
police offi cers. Of the 24 offi cers (in the 

Forest Lake department), seven of them 
were born and raised there, have kids 
there now, who go to school there. You 
can’t put a price on that because they 
have that personal investment into the 
community.”

Arntzen also thought that the way the 
proposal was presented to the communi-
ty was “baloney,” since there was little 
public awareness or opportunity for 
comment before the request was submit-
ted to the Washington County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce.

“Then you’re looking at 24 families 
that are in need of work now,” he said. 
“It just struck a chord with me; all the 
shenanigan back-door stuff. It drives me 
crazy.”

Arntzen is now highly engaged in the 
effort to get locals to sign the online 
petition to keep the department at www.
weloveourcops.com.

“We just really want to get the word 
out there,” he said. “We have 4,000 
signatures on the petition; we want to 
get over 4,605 because that’s how many 
votes Winnick got to be mayor. A lot of 
people still don’t know what is going on, 
so we’re trying to get info out there, get 
people to sign the petition, show up at 
meetings. If it isn’t broke, why fi x it?”

The topic of eliminating the police 
force dominated the City Council’s 
open forum period, despite the fact that 
there was no action related to the police 
force on the agenda. Ten people spoke 
against contracting with Washington 
County; one resident, Ron Shafer, spoke 
in support by asking the City Council to 
provide “the best possible government at 
the least possible price.”

“We are still waiting to receive a 
proposal, so it seemed odd that these 
people would be protesting when we’re 
not considering anything,” said Forest 
Lake Mayor Ben Winnick. He said that 
a lot of the comments he heard have 
shown a misunderstanding about the 
situation, particularly about the amount 
of travel time it takes for a county offi cer 
to answer calls.

“We’re looking to evaluate and im-
prove services; we’re not looking to cut 
or eliminate services,” Winnick said. 
“There’s a lot of misunderstanding. 
That’s the big thing right now. Included 
in this proposal will be equal response 
time. The Washington County sheriff’s 
deputies would be stationed in Forest 
Lake, not in Stillwater. We would have 
equal or more patrols. The service level 
people will see will be equal to or im-
proved from what we have now.”

Many of the speakers pointed out that 
there are more factors to be considered 
than saving money.

“I have no doubt when you get this pro-

posal it’ll be cheaper,” said Forest Lake 
resident Jeff Klein. “Just common busi-
ness sense will tell you that. But I don’t 
think you can ever get an apples-to-ap-
ples comparison from the county versus 
the city. The difference is — lame 
analogy of the day — I’m probably worth 
more to my family dead than I am alive 
just through life insurance. But for some 
reason my family fi nds some other value 
in me, and chooses to keep me around 
rather than turn me in for the insurance 
money. I’d like to think the same thought 
process could be put into the Forest Lake 
Police Department on that.”

Winnick reiterated that there is not yet 
any decision in the works about whether 
the department will stay or not.

“No decision has been made and no 
decision will be made until we actually 
get those facts,” Winnick said. “I would 
like people to understand that this isn’t 
a done deal. There’s a lot of rumors out 
there, a lot of false information going out 
there, a lot of people deliberately spread-
ing false info. All we’re doing is getting 
a quote, a proposal for services. Once we 
get that quote, we’ll evaluate it. It will 
be equal or higher level of patrols and 
response time, deputies will be stationed 
in Forest Lake that only service Forest 
Lake, and they will stay within our city 
limits, just like our police offi cers do 
now.”

A group of opposed citizens plans to 
meet at 6 p.m. to protest outside and 
speak at the April 10 City Council meet-
ing, which begins at 7 p.m. at the Forest 
Lake City Center (1408 Lake St. S., Forest 
Lake).

Jackie Bussjaeger can be reached at 
651-407-1229 or lowdownnews@presspubs.
com.
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Picketers stand outside the Forest Lake City Center to call attention to the council’s decision to explore contract police services.
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Locals of all ages participated in the protest.

The Stillwater Police Depart-
ment reported the following 
incidents:

Arrest/Citation
• A 27-year-old Loretto man 

was arrested for 4th degree 
DWI, no proof of insurance 
and driving over the center 
line March 26 at 3 a.m. An 
offi cer on patrol observed the 
vehicle drive over the center 
line and weave in and out of 
the lane of traffi c. The offi cer 
stopped the vehicle, identifi ed 
the driver and noticed the 
smell of alcohol. The driver 
admitted to drinking, and 
fi eld sobriety testing was 
administered. After deter-
mining there was probable 
cause to arrest, the man was 
transported to Washington 
County Jail, where he was 
read an implied consent 
statement and took a breath 
test with a result of 0.15. He 
was booked and released to a 
responsible adult.

• Offi cers were dispatched 

to a medical facility at 7:30 
p.m. March 22 in regards to a 
disturbance. An 22-year-old 
Lake St. Croix Beach man 
receiving treatment was 
causing problems; possibly 
trying to sell other patients 
prescription narcotics. The 
man was confronted by staff, 
and he became upset, yelling 
and screaming, and left on 
foot. When offi cers arrived 
on scene, the suspect was 
not found. Later, offi cers got 
a call that the suspect was 
back. When they arrived 
back on the scene, the man 
claimed he was assaulted by 
someone on scene. Based on 
the fact things were becom-
ing out of control, offi cers told 
the suspect and his father to 
leave. After conducting an 
investigation, offi cers found 
that the suspect had as-
saulted a 16-year-old female, 
thrown some things around 
the facility and generally 
caused people to be upset and 
fearful. Ultimately the sus-

pect was charged with a 5th 
degree assault and disorderly 
conduct. He was advised he 
was no longer able to seek 
treatment at this facility. 
The suspect was also found 
to be on probation. He was 
sent from the scene with his 
father.

Theft
• On March 25 around 6 p.m., 

offi cers were dispatched to 
the Target on Market Drive 
in regards to two female 
suspects who attempted to 
shoplift over $500 worth of 
merchandise from the store. 
The suspects were confronted 
by security and fl ed in a four 
door sedan. 

• Around 8:45 March 22, a 
woman who had her car 
parked at Target reported 
that someone broke in and 
stole a laptop. While review-
ing video of this incident, 
offi cers discovered that the 
suspect also shoplifted a cell 
phone from inside Target. 

The incident is under investi-
gation. 

• A Shafer man reported at 7:15 
p.m. March 20 that the license 
plates were taken off his ve-
hicle, which had been parked 
at his place of business in the 
14300 block of 60th Street N. 

• A Stillwater juvenile report-
ed that while he was at a 
business in the 1800 block of 
Northwestern Avenue, two 
other juvenile males stole 
his wallet. He confronted the 
suspects, and they returned 
his wallet but his money was 
missing. The teen confront-
ed the other two about the 
money and they ultimately 
returned the money. The ju-
venile said he did not want to 
press charges, but he wanted 
the incident on record. 

Other
• A business in the 200 block 

of Main Street indicated at 
11:30 p.m. March 23 that three 
juveniles dumped over a con-
tainer of cooking grease in 

Union Alley behind the busi-
ness and left on foot. Offi cers 
checked the area but couldn't 
fi nd anyone. 

• A homeowner in the 100 block 
of Sherburne Street N. indi-
cated at 6 p.m.March 22 that a 
26-year-old Houlton, Wiscon-
sin man had thrown garbage 
in their yard. The homeown-
er's 20-year-old son went out-
side to confront the man and 
was apparently sprayed with 
Mace. The house is known to 
police for frequent problems. 
Police attempted to contact 
the suspect but were unable 
to locate him. 

• A party reported that they 
were watching a home in the 
200 block of Cherry Street 
while the residents were out 
of town, and found that a car 
parked in the driveway had 
had its tires slashed. The 
incident occurred sometime 
between 4 a.m. March 17 and 
9:30 p.m. March 20. There are 
no suspects.

POLICE REPORTS



SUNRISE / SUNSET

Weather tidbitsWeather tidbits
Brought to you by WeathermanWatson.comWeathermanWatson.com

Frank Watson is a local Meteorologist who operates a weather station in 
White Bear Lake. Weather data and observation are from his weather 
station and trips around the area. Frank can be found on the internet at 
WeathermanWatson.com.

WEEKLY AVERAGES 
APRIL 7-13, 2017
High
Low
%Sun
PCP

53°  
33°   
57%   
0.57”

WEATHER TIDBIT
After spending much of the month below normal, 
March marked the 19th month in a row of above normal 
temperatures. I think if we’re going to break this streak, May 
would be our best chance. Judging by this past weekend’s 
temperatures, especially Saturday’s high of 65°, I wouldn’t bet 
the farm on May ending this streak. We’ve been experiencing 
dry weather the past couple of months. I expect as the jet 
stream begins to lift north over the next couple months, we’ll 
see an increase in rainfall as well.

ASTRO NOTE
Look for Jupiter to the right of the moon the evening of the 
10th. The moon is full on the 11th.

Fri April 7 6:42 7:48

Sat April 8 6:40 7:50

Sun April 9 6:38 7:51 

Mon April 10 6:36 7:52

Tue April 11 6:34 7:53

Wed April 12 6:33 7:55

Thu April 13 6:31 7:56
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“CHIPS” (R) 

[Crude sexual content, graphic 

nudity, pervasive language, some 

violence, and drug use.] 

— A wacky, silly, pratfall, inter-

mittently raunchy and funny, 

star-dotted (Kristen Bell, Adam 

Brody, Maya Rudolph, Richard 

T. Jones, Ben Falcone, Adam Ro-

driguez, Isiah Whitlock Jr., Jane 

Kaczmarek, Rose Salazar and 

Jessica McNamee), 100-minute 

comedy based on the popular 

1970s and 1980s television 

show in which a Miami FBI 

agent (Michael Peña) and a 

rookie cop (Dax Shepard) join 

the California Highway Patrol 

(CHIP) to investigate dirty 

cops (Vincent D’Onofrio, et 

al.) who are involved in a series 

of high-profi le robberies and 

other crimes.

“LIFE” (R) 

[Language throughout, some 

sci-fi  violence, and terror.]

 — An intense, suspenseful, 

entertaining, unpredictable, 

103-minute sci-fi  thriller in 

which six astronauts (Jake 

Gyllenhaal, Ryan Reynolds, 

Rebecca Ferguson, Huroyuki 

Sanada, Ariyon Bakare and Olga 

Dihovichnaya) become trapped 

onboard the International Space 

Station when a life form they 

brought back from the Red Planet 

turns into a menacing, hungry alien 

and attacks them one by one.

“POWER RANGERS” (PG-13)

 [Sequences of sci-fi  violence, action and 

destruction, language, and some crude 

humor.]

 — Aft er fi ve rebellious high school 

students (Dacre Montgomery, Naomi 

Scott, RJ Ryder, Ludi Lin and Becky 

G.) mysteriously are chosen to become 

warriors when they discover fi ve powerful, 

colorful stone disks and begin training with 

the help of a robot (voiceover by Bill Hader) 

and the conscience of a power ranger (Bryan 

Cranston) trapped in a spaceship’s computer 

in this action-packed, wacky, kid-friendly, 

predictable, 124-minute fi lm, they must 

prevent an evil, power-hungry, gold-loving 

witch (Elizabeth Banks) and her gigantic gold 

sidekick from obtaining a crystal that could 

destroy Earth.

“THE SENSE OF AN ENDING” (PG-13) 

[Th ematic elements, a violent image, sexuality, 

and brief strong language.]

 — Aft er a divorced, semi-retired, British vin-

tage camera shop owner (Jim Broadbent) learns 

that the mother (Emily Mortimer) of his fi rst 

girlfriend (Freya Mavor/ Charlotte Rampling) 

has oddly left  him the diary of his best friend 

(Joe Alwyn) in college who committed suicide 

in this confusing, unevenly paced, well-acted, 

108-minute fi lm told in fl ashbacks and based 

on Julian Barnes’ bestselling, Man Booker 

Prize-winning 2011 novel, he reminisces about 

his past relationships while dealing with his 

pregnant lesbian daughter (Michelle Dockery) 

and keeping a cordial relationship with his ex-

wife (Harriet Walter).

Reel talk
Forget itDon’t Miss! Good Worth a Look

©1986 through 2017 by Wendy Schadewald

WENDY SCHADEWALD
Th e preceding fi lms were reviewed by Wendy 

Schadewald, who has been a Twin Cities fi lm critic 

since 1986. To see more of her fi lm reviews, log on to 

www.shortredheadreelreviews.com.

Crossword

Sudoku

“Peace is its own reward.“

-Mahatma Gandhi

CLUES ACROSS
1. “Be back later”
4. Hoover’s offi ce
7. Brew
8. Philo and Reglis are two (“Star 
Wars”)
10. Actress Remini
12. Moghul emperor
13. Alaskan glacier
14. Constrictor
16. Prohibit
17. Ancient Brittonic tribe
19. Chinese pastry
20. Razorbill is of  this genus
21. Beloved holiday decoration
25. Dutch football club
26. Aggressive dog
27. Small piece of  glass
29. “South Park” creator __ Parker
30. Leisure activity
31. Someone’s story
32. Record-setting swimmer
39. Hillside
41. Unit of  measurement
42. Famous for its potatoes
43. Insect secretion
44. Gate in Marrakesh
45. Cain and __
46. A set of  moral principles
48. Repair
49. Two-terminal semicondcutor 
device
50. Strongly alkaline solution
51. Former CIA
52. Satellite laser ranging

CLUES DOWN
1. Sea
2. Cleans things
3. More skinny
4. Supervises fl ying
5. Talk rapidly and excitedly
6. Intestinal
8. Don’t know when yet
 9. Soluble ribonucleic acid
11. Chinese and Vietnamese ethnic 

group
14. Wild cattle genus
15. Rock formation
18. Makes up
19. Resembles a pouch
20. Having an aerial quality
22. Windpipe
23. Million barrels per day (abbr.)
24. Bitterly regret
27. Soft creamy white cheese
28. Renamed when EU was incorpo-
rated
29. ‘__ death do us part
31. Sound unit
32. Men proud of  their masculinity
33. Clergy member’s vestment
34. Hello
35. Mild yellow Dutch cheese made 
in balls
36. Marks
37. Derived from benzene
38. Low-melting alloy
39. Lost blood
40. Quantitative relation
44. Academic degree
47. Many subconsciousses

MOBSIRISES

CHRISTMASDAY

IMAGOESBAKERS

SENORMEDIAL

TABDYCE

TUMIDOARS

CIBLEDLAT

NOHLPN

SBWSNUBRA

ALUMSHAME

VISEOCA

AMIDSTADITS

PHILIPITERATE

CONCATENATED

BATHOSKEPT

Fun Fact
Tennessee banned the use 

of a lasso to catch fish.

Did you know?
Over 1 million Earths would 

fit inside the Sun.
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SUNDAY
4/30/17

11am-3pm 
at the Vadnais 
Sports Center

COM E  T O G E T H E R

NO
RTHEAST METROEXPO

COMMUNITY & BUSINESS
WhereWhere

With your Master of Ceremonies, Gary LaRue
with the RatPack Entertainment

• Boy Scouts Troop Color Guard • Sean Emery

 • Rince na Chroi Irish Dancers • Just for Kix 

• Mascot Dance Off • Teddy Bear Band and the Resistors

• Fun Family Bean Bag Tournament and Prizes Gary LaRue

• Home Improvement / Design & Style • Sports & Fitness 
• Health & Medical • Local Non-Profi ts & Businesses 

• Government / Schools & Elected Offi cials

F
R
E
E

A
T
T
E
N
D
A
N
C
E

Park and ride from:
• Du Fresne • Dey Distributing

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

OVER 100 BUSINESSES TO VISITFREE NEWTRAX SHUTTLE

KIDS AREA

FOOD VENDORS

SENIOR GOLF 
SHUTTLE SPONSOR

BUS
SPONSOR

KIDS AREA 
SPONSOR

SENIOR AREA 
SPONSOR

&&
Corner Malt ShopCorner Malt Shop

White Bear Lake White Bear Lake 
Pizza Man Pizza Man 
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YOUR CAREER CONNECTION

To highlight your employment opportunity
Contact Jill at 651-407-1221 or employment@presspubs.com

Th e City of Lexington is accepting applications for a part-time, 

seasonal Public Works Maintenance Worker to assist in regular and 

recurring maintenance, installation and repair work associated with 

the city’s parks and buildings. Th ree (3) days per week for six (6) 

hours per day, starting 2 weeks before Memorial Day and ending 1 

week aft er Labor Day. 

Position pays $11.49/hour. 
A valid driver's license with a clean driving record is essential. 

Applications available Monday – Friday, 8 am – 4:30 pm, 
at Lexington City Hall, 9180 Lexington Ave, Lexington, MN 55014 

or online at http://www.ci.lexington.mn.us/. 

Applications must be received by 

4:30 p.m. April 21, 2017, Lexington City Hall.

DEPUTY SHERIFF
Chisago County has one Deputy Sheriff  opening and is also creating an 

eligibility list for future openings for the position of FT Deputy Sheriff .  
Qualifi ed candidates must be able to perform duties of “Sheriff ” as defi ned in 
MSS 645.44 and duties of “Peace Offi  cer” as defi ned by MSS 626.84. Candidates 
must have the ability to work various shifts, pass a comprehensive background 
investigation and required testing which includes psychological, medical and drug 
screening.  Please include copy of POST license or POST eligibility letter with 
application and resume.

QUALIFICATIONS & REQUIREMENTS: A current MN Post Peace Offi  cers License 
or POST letter of eligibility. One year experience as an offi  cer is preferred. Testing 
is tentatively scheduled for May 2, 2017. Qualifi ed candidates will be contacted 
after the closing date.  Apply on-line at www.co.chisago.mn.us. Deadline is April 
21, 2017.

HIRING RANGE: $24.42

TEMPORARY 
TRANSCRIPTIONIST NEEDED
Chisago County Health & Human Services is in need of a 

FT temporary staff  to transcribe information.  Duties would 
include:  entering information into a computer, maintaining 
confi dentiality and completing time reports.  Accuracy is 
a must and the ability to type 55 wpm.  $13.56 per hour.  
Deadline to apply is 4/7/17.  Assignment is expected to be 

up to 3 months. Apply at www.chisagocounty.us.  

 Hanson & Associates is looking for motivated 
individuals for insurance sales & retention specialist 
positions in the Lino Lakes, Chisago and Lindstrom 
areas.  Qualifi ed candidates may email their resume 
to jhanso1@amfam.com. 

Sales Representative

1.

1. Opal Warner shows off her face paint and 
balloon creation at the 2017 Community 
Showcase, hosted March 25 at the Stillwater 
High School by the Greater Stillwater Area 
Chamber of Commerce. – Patti Steele

2. Guests at Tropical Wings’ Salsa Dance 
night swayed to the sound of Salsa del Soul 
to support conservation for migrating birds at 
White Bear Unitarian Universalist Church March 
25. – Jackie Bussjaeger

3. Actor and Wyoming, Minnesota native Paul 
Cram attended a red carpet screening of the 
fi lm “Wilson,” in which he acts alongside 
Woody Harrelson. The advance screening took 
place March 22 at the St. Louis Park Icon movie 
theater. Cram is pictured with Minneapolis 
actress Amanda Day. – Dallas Smith

2.

AROUND TOWN

3.

Send us your photos for possible inclusion in Spotted Around 
Town. Please email your best shot to whitebearnews@presspubs.

com. Please include information about when and where it was 
taken and who is in the photo.
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