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It isn’t home without a house wren
BY JACKIE BUSSJAEGER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

A few months ago, I was creeping through a pon-
derosa pine forest in the Rocky Mountains, moving 
carefully so as not to startle away a small bird in the 
serviceberry bushes. I hoped it was a Pacifi c wren; an 
uncommon species that I was eager to add to my list. 
As I got closer and the darting creature came into full 
view, I was struck with sudden disappointment.

“Ugh,” I thought. “It’s just a house wren.”
It’s a common thought for a common bird. House 

wrens are one of the most widely distributed bird spe-
cies in the U.S., found commonly in backyards, espe-
cially where there’s a bit of vegetative cover. Compared 
to the colorful splendor of other summer birds, such 
as scarlet tanagers and indigo buntings, house wrens 
seem almost despairingly plain. These birds are aptly 
named: wherever there’s a house, they can almost 
certainly make themselves comfortable.

These tiny brown birds weigh about the same as two 
nickels, but they have plenty of ways to make themselves 
known to their human neighbors. It seems that a house 
wren resides in nearly every backyard with a little 
greenery in it, rattling its song wildly all around its 
nesting grounds. You’ll hear it before you see it, and then 
may catch sight of it hunting insects among tall grasses.

The song of these tiny birds hangs almost constant-
ly in the air through neighborhoods in and around 
the Twin Cities. For a few weeks this summer, I even 
shared a living space with a family of house wrens. 
These birds have a particular ingenuity when it comes 
to constructing nests. One pair set up a nest inside 
the vent of the woodstove at our family cabin, taking 
advantage of the opening that was too high for ground 
predators to access and too close to the side of the 
house for other birds to bother with. It was the perfect 
site—as long as the weather stays hot and there’s no 
need for an indoor wood fi re. I poured my morning 
bowl of cereal to the tune of a twittering nestful of 
hatchlings less than 3 feet away, hidden and protected 
in the comfort of the wide stovepipe.

A stovepipe, a toolbox, an old shoe: Almost anything 
can become a home to a house wren. They’ve often 
been known to take over houses meant for bluebirds. 
These tiny birds can be bold and aggressive, chasing 
other birds away from desirable nesting sites. They 

often make use of nest boxes designed for other birds, 
such as bluebirds and prothonotary warblers. Their 
competitive streak sometimes even causes them to 
build false nests in their territory packed so tightly 
with twigs that no other birds could possibly use them.

It’s easy to enjoy the energetic, entertaining behavior 
of these birds as they fl it about, sometimes venturing 
near enough to touch. Though it may not be the most 
thrilling species to glimpse, the summer months 
would be empty without its bubbling song around the 
yard. These tiny birds have found a way to make them-
selves at home in the places where humans have dis-
turbed natural habitat the most. They are incredibly 
adaptable and bold in spite of their tiny size. There’s 
much to be learned from a bird as humble and fi erce as 
the house wren.

So as the summer wanes and I fi nd myself grasping 
at glimpses of exciting woodland birds such as Eastern 
towhees and broad-winged hawks, every now and then 
I make sure to redirect my attention to the plain old 
house wren, which takes advantage of possibilities that 
larger, rarer birds would never dream of.
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Forest Lake schools, YMCA host 
community-wide conversations on race

BY ELIZABETH CALLEN
EDITOR

Forest Lake Area Schools and the 
YMCA have teamed up to ensure 
that the communities they serve are 
inclusive for everyone who calls them 
home.

The Everyone Belongs Inclusion 
Project was launched last year as a 
part of the school district's ongoing ef-
forts to address issues of racial justice 
and equity. Community-wide learning 

sessions were held in the fall and were 
attended by over 100 community mem-
bers. During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
such sessions have continued—they 
have just gone digital.

Throughout the summer, Forest 
Lake Area Schools and the YMCA Eq-
uity Innovation Center hosted a series 
of Zoom meetings centered on racial 
justice. Participants discussed cur-
rent events and their impact locally 
through “Community Conversations,” 
and learned about personal biases and 

their effect on communities through 
implicit bias training sessions.

UyenThi Tran Myhre, director of 
equity and leadership at the YMCA 
Equity Innovation Center, led the 
implicit bias training sessions. She 
said that recognizing one's personal 
biases is important and necessary but 
that such self-awareness is only a part 
of racial justice work.

“Tackling (implicit bias) is a big 
piece of the puzzle, but we also want 
to acknowledge the systemic bias and 
injustice that is also at play when we 
are looking at how we are fi ghting the 
pandemic that is COVID-19 but also 
the pandemic that is the ongoing fi ght 
for racial justice,” Tran Myhre said. 
“I think if we're on this session today, 
we really do believe that another 
world is possible, and we have to put 
in that work to address our individual 
implicit biases and fi nd that energy 
and learning and space to address 
systemic bias and oppression as well.”

Tran Myhre said that everyone 
holds biases, some conscious and oth-
ers unconscious.

“Implicit bias specfi cially describes 
when we have attitudes or thoughts 
or feelings towards people or associ-
ate stereotypes with them without or 
conscious knowledge,” she explained. 
“These biases might be based on 
characteristics like race or ethnicity, 
class, disability, gender, even geo-
graphic location and so many more 
factors as well.”

These associations are deeply root-
ed because they begin developing in 

early childhood. “Then over our life-
times, associations continue to devel-
op and continue to refi ne themselves 
through direct and indirect messag-
es,” Tran Myhre said. “Messages from 
the media … really contribute to the 
formation and the renewal of the bias-
es that we all hold.”

Individual implicit biases, Tran 
Myhre said, are worth examining and 
addressing because they have broad 
societal implications.

“Whether that's racial discrimina-
tion in hiring, in how we do perfor-
mance evaluations, housing dis-
crimination and even perceptions of 
neighborhood crime, all that results 
in where people choose to take their 
business, where they choose to put 
down roots and settle in with a fami-
ly,” she said. “Implicit bias is at play 
in all of that.”

Becoming aware of individual 
implicit biases can be diffi cult and 
uncomfortable, but it is a crucial fi rst 
step in achieving racial equity, Tran 
Myhre said.

“Not a single one of any of us is go-
ing to be the person that can fi x all of 
this overnight. We didn't get into this 
overnight. But as you think about this 
issue of implicit bias and you think 
about structural bias, also think 
about where your spheres of infl uence 
are and what infl uence you do have to 
make change.”

Additional information and resourc-
es are available at ymcamn.org/eic.Submitted by MN Adopt, a state organization whose vision is to have zero kids waiting 

for permanent loving families, and mission to fi nd and strengthen Minnesota adoptive, 
foster care and kinship families. To learn more, go to www.mnadopt.org.

Waiting Child
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Timmy ,10, is very curious, inquisitive and 
creative.  He loves to build things with building 
toys and everyday objects. He also likes to play 
sports and loves to be active and keep busy.  
Timmy has a very good sense of humor and 
loves to tell jokes.  He can be quiet around new 
people, but once he gets to know someone he 
is very funny and talkative.  His favorite treat 
is an Oreo Blizzard. Timmy is open to any type 
of family dynamic - either a one parent or two 
parent family would be fi ne with him.  It is very 
important to Timmy that his adoptive family 
supports and facilitates an ongoing relationship 
with his brothers. Only families living in 
Minnesota are being considered at this time.

Killed in action in Pacifi c, pilot left legacy
BY DEBRA NEUTKENS

STAFF WRITER

Roger Benson was a grown man when World War 
II broke out. The son of Herman and Frances Ben-
son, he was born in 1916, one of seven children who 
learned to fl y on a grass strip on his family’s farm 
next to Bald Eagle Lake.

He was not obligated to enlist but felt he had a 
skill to bring to the war, noted Sara Markoe Han-
son, executive director of the White Bear Lake Area 
Historical Society. “He was a trained pilot who felt 
he could make a difference in the war effort.”

Benson joined the Army Air Corps and was sent 
to the Pacifi c. He died of burns Nov. 8, 1944, suffered 
when his transport plane was hit by enemy fi re and 

burst into fl ames upon landing in North Maluku, 
Indonesia. He survived the crash but went back 
into the plane to save others. When the family was 
notifi ed, they didn’t get a lot of details, according to 
Hanson. 

His family dedicated Benson Airport, fi rst called 
Roger’s Field, as a memorial to him. 

Another White Bear aviator and Vietnam veter-
an, Darryl LeMire, said his part in Benson Airport 

history has to do with a commitment to carry on a 
legacy left by Roger Benson.

"Roger brought aviation to this place. He learned 
to fl y in the ‘30s, served in the Pacifi c as a pilot in 
WWII and was killed in action Nov. 8, 1944. I look 
at that as a responsibility to maintain this place for 
others to enjoy, and to give people the gift of avia-
tion like the donation his family gave in spirit back 
to Roger.”

PHOTOS SUBMITTED
On Aug. 14, 1945, Japan surrendered unconditionally to the Allies, effectively ending World War II. The formal 
surrender took place Sept. 2 aboard the U.S.S. Missouri, anchored at the time in Tokyo Bay. The battleship is now a 
museum and is permanently moored at Pearl Harbor. 

An article appeared in the White Bear Press after 
Benson died a hero Nov. 8, 1944 in North Maluku, 
Indonesia. He is buried at Ft. Snelling National 
Cemetery. 
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So much 
uncertainty 

The pandemic we are in is taking its toll 
on people, on business, on health care 
and some of our freedoms. These are 
uncertain times in the economy. Will jobs 

be there? Will schools be open with traditional 
classroom teachers? When will a vaccine be 
available to treat this frightening disease? And 
ultimately, when will the fear of so many uncer-
tain things be stabilized? I have asked a lot of 
people how they are dealing with the stress, fear 

and uncertainty. 
The responses have varied and 

some may be worth considering. 
Some have said they just don’t 
eat in a restaurant now unless 
there is outside dining. They do 
take-out and drive-thru. Many 
people have said they are not 
going where there are groups of 
people and do grocery shopping 
and other shopping very careful-
ly and always with a mask. Some 
churches are starting to open 
up in a limited way, but seniors 
and those with pre-existing 
conditions say they will worship 
with church services online for 

an indefi nite period. Many companies have 
improved the safety of their offi ces by providing 
good ventilation, space between workers and 
plexiglass shields. Some companies are able to 
have a number of their staff work from home and 
have made provisions with computers and phone 
systems. But there are many restaurants and 
retailers that haven’t reopened and many are 
shutting down totally. 

The Payroll Protection Plan has given some 
very solid relief to small business, but more help 
will be needed. Government programs have been 
very helpful in bringing stimulus checks that 
help with food, rent, mortgage payments, insur-
ance and transportation. Various parts of the 
country are spiking with the disease. There are 
those who feel they can do whatever they want 
in the name of freedom so they are not wearing 
masks and practicing distance in groups. 

Little by little we are hearing encouraging 
news on therapies and vaccines that are now in 
trials. It is hard to know who and what to believe. 
Generally, I have more confi dence in our medical 
community than I do in the political arena. You 
probably feel that way, too. When someone in a 
family is stricken with the virus, it’s diffi cult for 
the rest of the family in the same household. The 
larger the family, the more diffi cult. Good advice 
is to use common sense, don’t take chances, and 
wear a mask whenever you are indoors in public. 
If you have symptoms, seek immediate treat-
ment. It becomes diffi cult for people in nursing 
homes and senior facilities, and even in your own 
homes, where you feel restricted. 

People need people to interact with. Pick up the 
phone and call family and friends, send emails 
or write letters. 

Gene Johnson is publisher emeritus of Press 
Publications.

About the 
Town
Gene 

Johnson

Looking at the world through 
milk-colored glasses

This time last year I was trying to fi gure out 
how to run a dairy plant.

I was up to my neck in “all things dairy.” 
Running a diary plant is no easy feat. To-

day, I am a mechanical engineer, sanitarian, lab 
technician, chemical expert, scientist, culinary 
steam expert, cheesemaker, manager, and all-
around troubleshooter. And that is only after the 
milk has left the cow.

Recently, I hired someone who 
I thought was a perfect fi t for 
our team of amazing employees. 
They quit after day two. They 
were highly educated, strong, and 
previously worked as a market-
ing brand rep for a large cheese 
company. They were excited 
about working in “dairy” and 
actually “doing” the process. 
I’m disappointed they quit, but I 
understand it’s not for everyone. 
It’s a lot of plain old hard physical 
work—really hard work. 

Every day is a little different at 
the plant, but some things remain 

the same; heavy lifting, long hours, and getting 
wet with either milk or water. 

People are shocked at the amount of work re-
quired to produce a glass of milk or a 1lb of cheese. 
To produce one pound of cheese it takes 10 pounds 
of milk that have been pasteurized, cultured, co-
agulated, cut, cooked, milled, salted, pressed, and 
aged for months or years. Long after you’ve spent 
oodles of money on processing, you’ll see some 
return on your investment—that’s if it turns out 
as you planned. 

My appreciation for dairy farmers and people in the 
dairy industry is somewhere in the superstar catego-
ry. They truly are the hardest working people I know. 
The next time you take a bite of cheese or dunk a 
warm chocolate chip cookie in a glass of milk, marvel 
at the little miracle you’re holding in your hand.

I love this recipe. It combines my favorite foods; 
veggies and all things dairy. It’s heavenly. 

Dairy Good Spinach and Artichoke Casserole
One large bag of baby spinach
1 small red onion, chopped
1 tbsp. butter
8 oz cream cheese
1 cup sour cream
½ cup half & half
½ cup parmesan cheese, grated, plus more for 

the top
3 cloves of garlic, minced
Pepper to taste
2 cans of artichoke hearts, chopped
1 tbsp. fresh dill, chopped and stem removed
½ tsp. seasoned salt
12 Ritz or Keeble Club crackers, crushed
Preheat oven to 350°.
Over high heat, place half of the spinach in a 

large saucepan add ½ cup of water. Bring to a boil 
and cover; steam until wilted; about 2 minutes. 
Transfer to a large bowl. Repeat with remaining 
spinach; set aside (don’t forget to add more water 
to the second batch). 

Drain the water and reduce heat to medium. Add 
the butter and onion; cook until tender; add the 
cream cheese, sour cream, half & half, parmesan 
cheese, garlic, pepper, and seasoned salt. Stirring 
constantly until the cream cheese is melted. Add 
the spinach, artichokes and dill; fold in. 

Pour mixture into a 9 x 13 baking dish or a 
2-quart casserole dish. Top with crackers and 
more grated parmesan cheese to taste. Bake for 
30 minutes until mixture is bubbling and top is 
golden brown. Serve immediately. 

Lisa Erickson is a food columnist who loves 
adventure and food. You can fi nd more recipes by 
emailing her at wildchowrecipes@gmail.com

New Stillwater assistant superintendent selected
Dr. Jennifer Cherry has been selected as the 

new assistant superintendent of Stillwater Area 
Public Schools. The school board approved her 
selected at a meeting this summer. She replaces 
Robert McDowell, who left to become superinten-
dent of the Hastings School District. Cherry has 
taught and led educational programs for Edina 
Public Schools, Anoka-Ramsey Community 
College and Hennepin Technical College. Most 
recently, she served as the Director of Student 
Services in the Anoka-Hennepin School District. 
Cherry began her new position in early August. 
“I am excited to roll up my sleeves and get to 
work,” she said in a statement. “Stillwater has an 
excellent reputation for high academic achieve-
ment. I plan to listen intently to the stories of 
students, families and staff, and focus on oppor-
tunities that will build upon the great work that 
is already underway to ensure each and every 
student succeeds academically, socially and emo-
tionally.”

SCHOOL BRIEF

Wild 
Chow

Lisa Erickson
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BY KATIE LEIBEL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The fi rst legal distillery in Stillwater since prohibi-
tion is now open.

Forge and Foundry, named after Stillwater’s late-
1800s foundry is a family-run, grain-to-glass craft 
distillery. Owners Andrew Mosiman and Christie 
Wanderer, who are married, decided to open their 
own distillery as a way of keeping busy as their twin 
boys are getting older.

Andrew was looking for something to do while 
the boys were in school, and he had experience 
home-brewing. He had been looking into similar 
opportunities in the area, but nothing seemed to be 
the right fi t.

“Eventually we started talking about Distilleries 
since we like to go to the local distilleries and en-
joyed spirits,” Christie said.

They enrolled in small business administration 
classes to learn how to build a business plan, then 
went out to Seattle for classes on to distilling. Unlike 
brewing, it is illegal to distill alcohol without a 
license. 

Initially, they had planned on naming their busi-
ness the Wanderer Distiller Company after Christie's 
last name but realized it might sound too similar to 
the Wander North Distillery in Minneapolis. 

It took some head-scratching as nothing quite 
stuck with them until they did some research and 
found out about a company called Twin Cities Forge 
and Foundry, which built ammunition and barges in 
the early 1900s to the 1930s. They were around after 
the decline of the lumber industry and when Stillwa-
ter started to recreate new industries. 

“It felt a lot like what we were trying to do, and so 
we named the Distillery as an homage to Stillwater’s 
rebirth after the lumber industry and the resilience 
of the people to preserve,” Christie said.

Stillwater’s history is not new to the couple, as 
Andrew and Christie are Stillwater locals. Andrew 
was born and raised in the area and moved back af-
ter his time in the Navy. He and Christie have lived 
in Stillwater for over 25 years and consider it to be 
their home.

“We really believe in community and want to build 
a place friends, family and community can come and 
enjoy a hand-crafted cocktail,” Christie said.

Not only are they local, but to support local busi-
nesses, the two source as many ingredients locally 
as possible.

“Our grains are local from Hugo, Minnesota. A 
number of seasonal ingredients in our cocktails 
we’ve purchased at the Stillwater farmers market,” 
Christie said.

They opened with vodka and rum on their menu 
and are working on gin, which they hope to have in a 
few weeks.

“Eventually (we) will start experimenting with 
other fl avors and will start aging whiskey and bour-
bon, which will take years in barrels to age. Being 
a distillery, we are only allowed to serve what we 
make, unlike bars, so our tasting room has a sea-
sonal menu refl ecting our spirits. We will rotate the 
menu to refl ect the seasons,” Christie said.

Located right in the heart of downtown Stillwater, 
the distillery includes a full tasting room and full 
production right downtown. They have a gorgeous 
location with a deck that faces the St. Croix River, 
and all of their alcohol is produced onsite.

“We strive every day to forge meaningful and 
long-lasting friendships through the creation of 
uniquely crafted small-batch spirits and cocktails,” 
Christie said.

Despite their unique business, things have not 
gone as planned like many things this year due to 
COVID-19.

The couple signed the lease for the building they 
are in back in December 2019. They were hoping to 
open back in April, but COVID delayed everything 
from their equipment arriving to being able to open 
at all.

“CDC and Minnesota orders kept changing every 
time we thought about how we could open. Would we 
only be able to have cocktail kits to go? Then only 
outdoor seating, then open seating inside but at 50% 
capacity. There were a lot of moving parts to try and 
get open safely,” Christie said.

Their seating in the tasting room and on their deck 
is well below 50% capacity for the safety of custom-
ers. They also had originally wanted to have comfi er 
seating but decided to get harder surfaces to ensure 
everything was easy to sanitize. They had to roll 
with the punches, but have offi cially opened and are 
ready for business.

More information on Forge and foundry can be 
found on their website:  forgeandfoundrydistillery.com 
as well as on Facebook and Instagram.

PHOTOS BY PAUL DOLS | PRESS PUBLICATIONS
An ornate emblem decorates a wall in the bar area at the Forge and Foundry distillery.

The outdoor deck on the second fl oor of the distillery offers a view of the St. Croix River.

Distiller Andrew Mosiman extracts a product sample. The Forge & Foundry is a grain-to-glass craft distillery.

Distill ery opens in downtown Still water
‘FORGING’ A NEW PATH:
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Newspaper man has ink in his blood
BY DEBRA NEUTKENS

STAFF WRITER

A man of strong faith, Gene Johnson 
maintains a long list of philosophies and 
wisdoms that center on a common theme: 
the power of prayer.

The publisher emeritus of Press Publi-
cations believes in trusting the Lord, to 
turn problems over to Him and to be pa-
tient. Johnson also abides by a conviction 
that “you can’t outgive God,” and strives 
for a life of philanthropy.

The longtime newspaper man shared 
his many personal insights at his 84th 
birthday party earlier this year in Flor-
ida, his place of residence in the winter 
with wife Kathy. This year has another 
special meaning for the couple: They are 
celebrating 50 years of of newspapering 
in White Bear Lake and surrounding 
areas.

There have been highlights, like 
meeting fi ve U.S. presidents and global 
travel on behalf of journalism. He even 
sat at the table in the Oval Offi ce during 
Jimmy Carter’s administration.

“President Carter wanted to know 
what small-town newspapers were think-
ing about. There were six of us,” Johnson 
recalled. “A breathtaking experience.” 
For the record, he considers himself an 
Independent.

Johnson has also been invited to speak 
in Kenya, Eastern Europe and the South 
Pacifi c under the Asia Foundation, Voice 
of America, UNESCO and the Gannett 
Foundation. He was among a half-dozen 
publishers invited to South Africa to 
learn about apartheid.

And there have been lowlights, like los-
ing an infant son and then his fi rst wife 
to diabetes at age 30.

For the most part, “Life has been 
good,” said Johnson while reminiscing 
about the past half-century.

Most of his adult life has been devoted 
to one principle: A commitment to the 
First Amendment. Freedom of the press 
is a basic liberty written into the Consti-
tution that Johnson strongly defends.

It’s what keeps him going. “I have a 
commitment to communication, both 
print and digital,” Johnson said. “You 
don’t just throw years of experience away 
or put it on a shelf.”  

Though he sold the White Bear Press, 
the Vadnais Heights Press, and its sister 
publications to son Carter 10 years ago, 
Johnson still keeps an offi ce at Press 
headquarters on Bloom Avenue and still 
writes editorial columns.

More of his role these days, however, 
comes as management advice. “I read 
the fi nancials and critique the papers 
for content and design. I make sugges-
tions,” he said. “I have total confi dence in 
Carter. He had a broad background of ex-
perience when he came to Press, working 
in many different roles in the newspaper 
business over the years, and also with 
other companies and organizations.”

The successful family publishing 
business has grown from humble begin-
nings to ownership of 22 newspapers in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin, including two 
printing plants.

It all started in White Bear Township, 
where Gene grew up, adopted by a fami-
ly named Johnson who instilled in him a 
work ethic at 
an early age. He 
picked radishes 
at the LaVallee 
produce farm 
at age 8. At age 
16, he worked 
for White Bear 
Press owner 
Aaron Litman, 
hauling bulk pa-
per up the stairs 
for the printing 
press, then lo-
cated on the second fl oor of the Getty Build-
ing, and casting ads in lead type. At 18, he 
was married and at 20, owned his fi rst 
newspaper in Atwater, Minnesota. In 1966 
he purchased the Olivia Times Journal.

How Gene wound up owning the White 
Bear Press is a story he’s fond of telling.

A widowed Mrs. Litman called him at 
2 a.m. one night in tears. It was 1969. The 
newspaper was failing, and she needed 
help. Would he consider buying it?

“I asked Mrs. Litman to invite fi ve 
business people for coffee at Jantzen’s 
restaurant and hotel — now the Country 
Inn. After small talk, I asked the group 
what they thought of me buying the 
paper? Four of fi ve said I wouldn’t be 
successful. The equipment was outdated, 
it was too run down and competition had 
moved in. Only the local banker said he’d 
do anything he could to help.”

“We need a community newspaper,” 
the late Dick Long told Johnson.

He bought the paper from Mrs. Litman 
on Feb. 1, 1970.

There were times when publishing 
the Press was a struggle, then things 
became positive, Johnson said. 
He purchased two more papers in 1973 
and changed his business model to 
voluntary pay. “Phil Bonin convinced us 
to go free. Phil was my sales guy for 31 
years.”

Johnson credits 
loyal employees 
like Bonin for 
making the news-
paper successful. 
“Dedicated em-
ployees have been 
the key to our suc-
cess. The commu-
nity has also been 
supportive and 
complimentary,” 
he added. Most 
of all though, he 

credits his “remarkable partner,” Kathy, 
for her invaluable input and support 
over the years.

In “semi-retirement,” the couple enjoy 
spending time at their lakeside condo 
during the summer and aboard the 
Front Page, their yacht, in the winter. 
For the past 19 years, the snowbirds have 
used a Ft. Myers marina as home base. 
They welcome friends and family on 
their motor yacht and love to entertain. 
The couple have also hosted 27 foreign 
exchange students in their home.

Son Carter said Gene’s credibility in 
the community he loves comes from his 
ability to sell his ideas and his amazing 
energy. “Results oriented, he mobilizes 
others to action,” Carter observed. “He is 
outgoing and socially at ease with a wide 
range of people. And decisions he makes 
are based on logic, facts and common 
sense.”

Gene admits to insecurities, some-
thing he attributes to being adopted as 
a baby. “It’s why I always have a backup 

plan,” he said. Added Kathy, “Even 
though he sometimes jumps in with both 
feet, he makes sure the water is only 
lukewarm. It’s why Gene always has a 
Plan B.”

Through the years, Johnson has 
served as president of the Minnesota 
Newspaper Association and three na-
tional newspaper associations. Locally, 
he’s served as president of the Chamber 
of Commerce and was instrumental 
in bringing Manitou Days back to life. 
He was the fi rst chairman of the White 
Bear cable commission and served on 
the 916 Foundation and the White Bear 
Education Foundation. He and Kathy are 
major donors to the White Bear Town 
Hall restoration.

In 2008 Gene and Kathy founded the 
Johnson Center for Journalism at Bethel 
University. Its mission is to produce 
culture-shaping Christians in the fi eld 
of print and digital journalism. Gene 
has always surrounded himself with 
mentors and appreciates the opportunity 
to mentor the next generation of journal-
ists. Bethel is the alma mater of two of 
their four children, Carter and Stepha-
nie. Gene served on the Bethel Founda-
tion Board and the Board of Trustees, 
including a term as chair. Kathy also 
taught music education at the university.

Johnson admits he’s been threatened 
in his decades of newspaper experience. 
“When people get angry with a newspa-
per, the fi rst thing they want to do is kill 
the messenger,” he said. “It’s important 
to understand the role of a newspaper, 
which is to report actual information 
taking place.”

Looking back on a long career, Kathy 
is quick to count their blessings. “We are 
very thankful,” she said.

As he reminded his birthday guests 
months ago: “Be curious. There are no 
dumb questions. And don’t forget to pray. 
For major decisions, before all meetings, 
and about all problems.”

“Be curious. There are no dumb 
questions. And don’t forget 

to pray. For major decisions, 
before all meetings, and about 

all problems.”
 

Gene Johnson
Publisher Emeritus, Press Publications

 PAUL DOLS | PRESS PUBLICATIONS
Gene and Kathy Johnson were honored as grand marshals in the 2013 Manitou Days 
parade. The woody boat they rode in, “Baybe”, belonged to White Bear residents and 
friends Pat and Susan Oven.

 SUBMITTED
In a meeting at the White House in 1985, 
President Ronald Reagan congratulat-
ed Gene, then president of the National 
Newspaper Association, on the organiza-
tion’s 100th Anniversary.

Transmission Service & Flush
*Ask stores for details. Offer valid at all Kennedy Transmission,  

Brake & Auto Service stores. Call for appointment. Most vehicles. Filter extra if needed. Shop 
supplies, environmental fees & tax extra. Synthetic or special fluids are also extra. Must present 

coupon at time of service. Not valid with other discounts. Expires 9/30/20

OFFER OF THE MONTH
For more Savings, go to kennedytransmission.com

$119.50 REG. 
$149.95

Transmission Experts & Total Car Care

1079 W Broadway Ave, Forest Lake, MN
(651) 466-2111

KENNEDY
TRANSMISSION
BRAKE & AUTO SERVICE

67
63

32

STAY SAFE!
WE ARE HERE

FOR YOU!

We solve problem water. GUARANTEED.

* LIMITED TIME OFFER. Not valid with other offers. Offer valid for single family 
 residential properties only. Some exclusions may apply. We have convenient financing 
 options OAC. Water test includes hardness, iron, pH, tds, chlorine and nitrates. 
 Aquarius Home Services is an Authorized, Independent Kinetico Dealer. 
 We’re taking extra precautions 
 to help ensure your safety.

RENTAL SPECIAL
TRY A KINETICO WATER 
SYSTEM FOR JUST $9.95 
PER MONTH FOR THE FIRST
THREE MONTHS.*
Does not include installation.

$995
PER 

MONTH

ONLYGOOD NEWS!!! 
Even though the State Fair was 
cancelled, you can still enjoy

W

 NO
 FAIR! STATE FAIR SAVINGS!

25%

OFF

UP TO A NEW 
KINETICO WHOLE 
HOUSE WATER 
TREATMENT 
SYSTEM.*
Includes FREE 
basic installation.

WHOLE
ATER 

T

651.505.2010 • FREE WATER ANALYSIS IN YOUR HOME OR CABIN* • KineticoMN.com 67
69

84
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www.DowntownWhiteBearLake.com
Over 200 Shops & Businesses 
in a Beautiful 14 Block Area

Shop Downtown White Bear Lake
Farmer’s Market 
Friday Mornings 

8am-Noon 
Clark Street between 

3rd St. & 2nd St.

Shop • Dine • Relax • Stay in Downtown White Bear Lake

C

Save the Date! 
Fall Frenzy Weekend 

Sept. 24-26
Multiple Events

See website for more info

67
56

0
2

Cities across the state are starting to receive funding from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security (CARES) Act. The CARES Act established the Coronavirus Relief 
Fund and appropriated $150 billion to the fund. Local governments may be eligible for a 
share of the federal aid that Minnesota received.

The funds can only be used on COVID related expenses and must be used by Nov. 15. 
Any funds that are not spent by that date will then be handed over to the county and, ulti-
mately, the federal government.

Submitted

ADAM HENSCHELL | PRESS PUBLICATIONS

Vigilant inspector spots 
zebra mussels on anchor

A vigilant Washington County watercraft inspector stopped the introduction of 
zebra mussels into Big Marine Lake, according to Adam Doll, DNR watercraft inspec-
tion program coordinator.

The inspector said the sides and bottom of a boat entering Big Marine appeared to be 
clean. Upon looking more closely, however, she spotted live zebra mussels on vegeta-
tion that had not been cleaned from the boat's anchor. The operator said the boat had 
been on White Bear Lake earlier that day where zebra mussels were confi rmed in 2014. 

The investigation is ongoing. First-time offenders trying to bring a watercraft with 
invasive species onto a lake that is not known to have that invasive species face up to a 
$500 fi ne. 

Nearly 1,000 inspectors were hired this year and trained by the DNR to prevent the 
spread of aquatic invasive species. Funding for the program comes from a $10 million 
grant counties received to train watercraft inspectors.

Whether or not a lake is known to have invasive species, Minnesota law requires 
boaters and anglers to: 

• Clean watercraft and trailers of aquatic plants and prohibited invasive species. 
• Drain all water by removing drain plugs and keeping them out during transport. 
• Dispose of unwanted bait in the trash. 
More information is available at mndnr.gov/ais. 

From press release

Community input sought for Square Lake plan
Washington County is asking residents to provide input on a mas-

ter plan for Square Lake Park. Public input will be gathered online 
August 10-23 to help guide future recreation and natural resource im-
provements at the park, located in May Township. To participate, see 
the project website by searching “Square Lake Park Master Plan” 
at co.washington.mn.us.

Forest Lake Farmers Market open 
The Forest Lake Farmers Market is open every Tuesday through 

Sept. 29 from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Fenway Park in the parking lot di-
rectly behind the ice arena. To ensure the safety of vendors, custom-
ers and staff, the following rules are in place: 
• Do not enter the market if you are ill, have tested positive for 

COVID-19
•  Maintain a distance of at least 6 feet from all other persons at 

all times. 
• Face coverings are strongly recommended
•  Hands must be sanitized prior to entering the market area; 

hand sanitizer will be available at the entrance.
•  One adult shopper per household; children are encouraged to 

stay home.
•  Be prepared with a list of items needed to shop effi ciently and 

limit time at the market.
• Limit conversations with vendors, other customers or staff; no 

social gatherings allowed.
•  No pets are allowed in the market area.
• No on-site food consumption is allowed.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

When you need us, we are here to help.

*Servicing all brands 

Read our reviews and check out our current promotions at 
www.krinkies.com

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Serving the St. Paul and Surrounding Area

651-426-5220 

Free Estimate • 24/7 Emergency Service

FREE TRIP CHARGE 
With repair 

$89 value!
Expires 9/30/20

67
58

74

CARES funding provides relief

[Think GREEN]
If  every person takes one 
small step toward being 

more conscientious of  the 
environment, the collective 

effort will change the planet.

READ 
REUSE
RECYCLE
www.readthelowdown.com
651-407-1200
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24408 Greenway Ave • Forest Lake MN
651-464-6477 • www.billsautobodymn.com

Sat: 8am-Noon 
M-F: 7am-5:30 pm

Where Quality 
Comes First

• Immediate Collision Repair
• Free Computerized Estimate 

on damage repair

• Rental Cars available
• Free Pick Up and Delivery 

Shuttle within 15 miles.

6
6
58
36

Tues-Sat
Day & Eve

Appts.

We are Forest 
Lake’s Original 

Grooming Salon 
since 1989!

PETSTYLES
Grooming Salon

Come On In!
Petstyles will continue to provide

services that are safe and healthy,
Our groomers will continue to wear masks

and sanitize equipment between each grooming.

143 North Lake Street, Forest Lake   www.petstylesmn.com

651-464-6996

Call one of our Certified 
Master Groomers at

Visit our web site and Take a Virtual Tour!

Award Winning Pet Grooming!

66
14
69

@ petstylesgrooming

Nail Tr
ims b

y

appointment only.MARY’S 
WIGS
• GREAT 

SELECTIONS OF 
WIGS AND WRAPS

• FREE TRIMMING

Call for Private Appointment
651.429.0296

Located on Beautiful Bald Eagle Lake

67
6
23
9

I N N  &  S U I T E S ®

B Y  R A D I S S O N

WE CAN HELP!
651-982-9799

Monthly Meetings? Birthday 
Parties? Business Lunch? 

1954 West Broadway Avenue, Forest Lake, MN

Meeting room available for private use 6
6
14
6
8

651-600-3769
EnchantedBoutiqueMn.com

67
0
9
97

Coupon codes available online!
Phone Orders

 We are taking phone orders Monday - 
Friday from 12 to 4 pm. 

Orders will be shipped out the next 
business day unless you request 

Curbside pick up.  

Online Store
 We have some items available 

for online orders already, and are 
updating it daily for your shopping. 

Please go to our Online Store  & 
Phone Order page.

WANT TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS SECTION?
Contact Randy Roberts today!

651-407-1212 | Lowdown@presspubs.com

Hair loss, whether natural or as a result 
from chemotherapy, can be devastating 
to some people. A good wig can bolster 

your self-esteem, male or female.
Mary Solberg sells synthetic wigs by Eva Gabor, 
Raquel Welch, Aspen, Harry Margu and John 
Renau. She works closely with her customers 

a wig style and color that compliments their 

natural coloring. “If I don’t have the color you 
want, we can order it,” she says.
More than 100 wigs line the walls of a special 
room in her home on Bald Eagle Lake. And 
they’re not just for women  — she also provides 
men’s wigs and hairpieces.

points about wig care — they require washing 
every other week and sells shampoos and 

conditioners, wraps and turbans.
Mary’s Wigs is open by private appointment 
only, which allows Mary to spend as much time 

hours Monday through Saturday, but does not 
schedule evening appointments. She accepts 
VISA, MasterCard and Discover, and personal 
checks or cash. To schedule an appointment, 
call 651-731-6894 or 651-429-0296.

WIGS CAN BOLSTER SELF-ESTEEM
Around the Lakes

Capturing a sense of place

PAUL DOLS | PRESS PUBLICATIONS
Downtown Stillwater and the historic lift bridge can be seen in the distance as Craig Lassig, Jon Gordon, Michael Hopp and Sean Lassig pose for a photo during a rest stop 
at one of the scenic overlooks along the St. Croix Crossing bridge that connects Minnesota and Wisconsin. The Minneapolis residents made the journey out to Stillwater 
along a route that included The Bruce Vento, Gateway and Brown’s Creek state trails.
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Lost & Found
PRESCRIPTION
GLASSES clear  lens-
es,  blk  frame,  brown
case; found near Cup
& Cone Aug.  5. Call
651-407-1250

READER  GLASSES
pink with blk floral de-
sign on frame;  left at
Press  Publications,
outside  front  door.
Call 651-407-1250

Ring of  Keys  Found
off Henna. YMCA Tag.
Peggy  651-653-7220

18
Thank You

May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus the Lord be

Glorified, Loved &
Preserved throughout

the world now and
forever. 

Sacred heart of Jesus
pray for us. St. Jude,
Worker of Miracles,

pray for us. St. Jude,
Helper of the Hope-
less, pray for us. 

Say this prayer 9x a
day for 9 days. 

23
Free Items
Free pick up for 

donated small furn/HH
items to Church Store

651-430-0011

Free  Wood  Chips –
Delivered  near  NE
Shrview 651-484-3262

Free  wood  chips,
Hugo  area.  651-426-
8660

Free wood chips, WBL
area. 651-426-8660

53
Vehicles Wanted

CARS WANTED
• Cash Paid

• Free Towing
Call Swede's 
Towing, LLC

(651) 462-5513
(612) 269-2706

58
Trucks/Vans/

SUVs

2001  Chrysler  Mini-
Van,  186K  miles,
Runs great. $800
612-462-2833 

60
Boats & 

Accessories

Two  Hobie  Mirage
Kayaks   w/Trailer,
$6,000. 651-426-1227

104
Hauling/Moving

Scrap metal
 appliance pick up

651-329-0815

106
Home 

Improvement

A HANDYMAN Lrg &
sm jobs 612-751-8336

120
Tools

120
Tools

BAND SAW 14” B&D
Gd  cond  on  stand
$350. 651-493-0838

CENTRAL VAC  SYS
1½hp  Grizzly  industrl
$300. 651-493-0838

151
Business 

Opportunities
CONTRACT SALES-

PERSON Selling
aerial photography

of farms on commis-
sion basis. $1,000

signing bonus!
$1,500-3,500 weekly

proven earnings. 
Travel required. More
info msphotosd.com

or 605/882-3566

300
For Sale

Antique,  carved  oak
library  table.  48”L  x
31”W  by  29”H.  Exc
Cond. $300. 651-429-
6623

Many Great Items for
Sale. Call  for  Info.
651-429-3492

New children's book
by local authors. “Ted-
dy & Oso Adventures”
Follows 2 teddy bears
on  family  adventures.
Avail at Amazon.com.

Queen Oak Bed 
Complete  w/head  &
footboard  Lk  New,
$125 - 651-706-4345

SOFTUB  HOT  TUB
lightly used 6ft diame-
ter.  Incls  surround
decking & spare parts.
$800. 651-407-8961

VHS TAPES, 22 of
Dean Martin's TV va-
riety shows. MAKE

OFFER!651-482-9029

Vintage Magazine
Issues  made  famous
by  Hugh  Hefner  in
Leather  Wrap Binder.
Price listed or b/o.
1956: 8 iss. $25 
1957: full 12 iss.$30
1958: 9 iss. $25
1959: full 12 iss. $30 
1960: full 12 iss. $30 
Call 651-482-5986

301
Farm Misc

Farm  with  lakeshore.
30 min to city in Stacy,
Trade for home + CD.
651-488-0561 Delisle.

FARMING IN MIN-
NESOTA? Our

hunters will pay top
$$$ to hunt your

land. Call 866/309-
1507 www.BaseCam-

pLeasing.com 
Promo code: 327

362
Miscellaneous

362
Miscellaneous

AT&T WIRELESS
Two great new offers!

Ask how to get the
new iPhone 11 or

Next Generation Sam-
sung Galaxy S10e on
us with AT&T's Buy
one, Give One offer.
While supplies last!
Call 855/332-0464

DIRECTV SWITCH &
SAVE! $39.99/month.

Select all-included
package. 

155 channels. 1000s
of shows/movies on
demand. Free Genie
HD DVR upgrade.
Premium movie 

channels, FREE for 
3 months! Call
877/350-0094

DISH NETWORK
$59.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing fast in-
ternet $19.99/mo.
(where available.)

Switch & get a free
$100 Visa gift card.
Free voice remote.
Free HD DVR. Free
streaming on all de-
vices. Call today!

855/562-4309

DONATE YOUR Car,
Truck or Boat to 
Heritage For The
Blind. Free 3-day 
vacation, tax de-

ductible, free towing,
all paperwork taken

care of 844/220-9501

ENJOY 100% 
PERFECTLY TEN-

DER and guaranteed!
20 main courses plus
get 4 free burgers. 

Order the Butcher's
Bundle - only $69.99.

Call 844/331-1614
mention code:

61086TVG or visit
www.omahasteaks.-

com/dinner397

TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION 
EXPERTS - Over

$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. 

Get free informational
package and learn

how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free 

consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 833/619-1117

369
Want to Buy

FREON WANTED:
We pay CA$H for

cylinders and cans.
R12 R500 R11 R113
R114. Convenient.

Certified Profession-
als. Call 312/626-

3558 or visit: Refrig-
erantFinders.com

OLD ADVERTISING
SIGNS Beer, Gas &
Oil, Tire, Auto, Farm,
Motorcycle, Hunting

and more. Metal,
Glass, Cardboard,

Neon, Posters, Beer &
Oil cans. Call Mike
$$$ 651/451-3786

 We Buy Vinyl Records
Lps, 45s, Stereo Equip
We make house calls

by appointment.
White Bear Lake

Records 
4775 Banning Ave,WBL

wblrecords.com
  651-224-4947

404
Garage Sales

BOUTWELLS  CAM-
PUS-WIDE  Garage
Sales Sept.  11–12,
8am  5711  Norwich
Ave. N, Oak PkHghts 

457
Lakeshore

Mbl  Hm  in  Assc  Ful
frn Amery,WI Lk Wapo
$83K 651-324-7036

501
Real Estate

Wanted

Do you have a home,
lot,  cabin  or  com-
mercial  building  to
sell? We'll  buy when
you  want,  as-is,  no
fees.  Call  Micah   at
651.400.0530

• Employment • Employment • Employment •

MAK E  EVE RY  DAY  

While you’re away, your pet can 
stay in your home or mine 

a day, a week, a month...

Since 2007

Call Tom Palmer
(Ref’s Available)
651-407-PETS (7387)

REMEMBER 
TO HUG YOUR 
PET EVERYDAY

GOING AWAY 
FOR THE 

WEEKEND OR 
ON VACATION?

MJ The Critter Sitter
Professional Pet Sitting & Dog Walking Services

Owned & Operated by a Veterinary Technician 
with 20 years experience in animal care

- Insured & Bonded
- Veterinarian Recommended

 -References available

612-807-7850
www.mjthecrittersitter.com

Let us give your 
pets the love & 
attention they 
deserve while 
you’re away!

PET SERVICE DIRECTORY

Original portraits of 
your pets

By Pamela Brown
Starting from $80

Online @paintingsbypambrown.com
Facebook @ Paintings by Pam
Contact: pkruiz3@hotmail.com

Call or text: (651)468-9626

Pawesome!Pawesome!

2171 4th Street White Bear Lake, MN
Contact Katie: 651-231-3210

www.manitougrill.com

Beautiful Event Center
Overlooking Downtown White Bear Lake

Wedding Ceremony & Reception 
Birthday Par  

Corporate Meetings etc.

Weddings & Corporate Events
Meetings & Conferences

Catering

Come out & enjoy 
Rudy’s Rooftop!

651-429-5393 • 4940 N HWY 61 • White Bear Lake, MN
Whitebearcountryinn.com • Rudysredeye.com

Special Events & Entertainment

All you need for planning.....

For more information
or to place an ad,

call 651-407-1221 or e-mail: 
classifi ed@presspubs.com

2222 4th St. • White Bear Lake
612-701-0169

www.KellermansEventCenter.com

UniqueeVintageeMagical

Kellerman’s
EVENT CENTER

Family-Owned & Operated Business 
in the North Metro Area 

Experience is preferred, 
but we will train the right individual! 
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 

651-426-8660 
www.BudgetTreeServiceMN.com

Full-Time & Year-Round. 
Pay is dependant on 

experience. 

JOIN OUR TEAM! 
GROUND CREW 

PERSONNEL NEEDED! 

Assistant County Engineer
Full Time

Manage and direct the 
engineering design staff, 
construction engineering staff,
Highway Maintenance staff,
Consultants and Contractors

in delivery of the Transportation Improvement
Plan; Coordinate the transportation planning,
engineering, traffic and maintenance sections
for seamless and effective operations of the 
department.  
Qualifications: Bachelor's degree or higher in
Civil Engineering; 10 years of progressive ex-
perience in highway design and/or construc-
tions engineering.  8 years of progressive ex-
perience supervising public related engineering
projects. 5 years of progressive experience in
supervision and management of transportation
staff.  
Minnesota Professional Engineer License.  

$38.09 to $51.75 DOQ. 
Apply online at www.chisagocounty.us 

by August 31, 2020.
       

20 Wooded Acres on 
GG in Polk Cty, WI near 
Bone & Half Moon Lakes 
$50k fi rm. 651-430-1002

Solid Oak Banquet 
Tble,  no leaves. 8’ L 
x 42” W; $50....
651-429-3994

506
Real Estate

UP TO $16/HR
Cooks, Servers & Hosts

Must like people!
Experience preferred, but will train best 

candidates!
APPLY IN PERSON!
1350 Hwy 96 East

WHITE BEAR LAKE HIRING 
WEEKEND & 

EVENING 
POSITIONS
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Full service auto repair
Call or schedule 

appointment online today!

7319 Lake Dr., Lino Lakes, MN
 651.785.2181 Donscircleservice.com

vikingautomotiverepair.com

IKING AUTO REPAIR

4415 Otter Lake Road

651-407-3465

441

GO VIKES!

White Bear Township

vikingautomotiverepair.com

Honest Work for Honest Pay
651-270-7360

Reasonable Rates
- all jokes and laughs are free

Servicing All Major Appliance Brands
Major Credit Cards Accepted

APPLIANCE REPAIR

 

• Auto Repair • Oil Lube & Filter Service
20 Years of experience serving White Bear Lake

 & Centerville - Friendly, Honest Service

651.226.4235
Monday - Friday 8 am - 6 pm

7137 20th Avenue North - Centerville
www.facebook.com/vermauto

AUTO REPAIR

HUGE SAVINGS!
Lic. #20060261

651-257-4706
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

Design
Bath Repair

odeling
Tub Surrounds
Fre ates

Bathroooms by

BATHROOMS

   

CARPENTRY

“Small Job 
Specialist”

651-653-9920
612-816-8544

Basement
finish/remodel

Exterior & 
Interior Painting

Doors/Windows/Siding
Ceiling Textures/Roofs

Kitchen Remodels
Counter Tops

Decks/Landscaping
Odd Jobs

Bathrooms

35 Years Experience

Schneider 
Custom 

Woodworks

Specializing in Kitchens,Home
Theatres, Custom Built-ins,

Bath Vanities, Counters, Trim,
Stain and Finishing

Free Estimates & Callbacks
within 24 hours

schneidercustomwoodwork.com
651-213-6638

Commercial & Residential

         
CONCRETE

Masonry & Concrete

Repair & Replacement

Garage Additions/Slabs

Chimney & Block Repair

Concrete Work

Interior/Exterior

Residential/Commercial
FULLY INSURED REE ESTIMATES
651-308-1101

 BillLee

 

MEET YOUR SPECIALIST

Professional Residential and Commercial Painting

Based out of Wyoming, MN, Rivard Paint & Stain, Inc. works with home and business owners in need of interior and/or exterior 
painting.
Over 26 years in business, Rivard Paint & Stain, Inc. provides services to all communities in the Northeast Metro Area.  
·         Homeowners know Rivard Paint & Stain, Inc. is the company to call for all their interior and/or exterior painting and     
          staining projects … We have many repeat customers!
·         Property Managers rely on Rivard Paint & Stain, Inc. to maintain their properties and for restoration projects!

Whatever your paint project, Rivard Paint & Stain, Inc can take care of your interior and exterior painting needs!
Give us a call today for a free in-home consultation 651-462-0697 See our ad under Painting

Rivard
Paint & Stain

EMAIL: 
callaspecialist@
presspubs.com

PHONE: 
651-407-1250

AUTO REPAIR CARPENTRY

Carpenters with
Framing & Exterior Finish Skills

Direct Hire/Permanent FT
Husnik Homes is a highend custom builder/remodeler in White Bear Lake. The right applicant 
needs to be well rounded; detailed oriented; have a good attitude; and be able to work well with 
staff, subcontractors and clients. Must also be comfortable setting up and being on scaffolding. 
We are looking for someone who can hit the ground running and not need too much direction. 
You must be dependable, have a valid driver’s license, reliable transportation and be able to 
show up every day, on time. Also need to have your own basic tools.

Resume must include a detailed work history, pay history, job duties/responsibilities. You need 
to be able to provide references upon request. Would like someone who has a minimum of 3 
years experience of actual carpentry experience.

We are a smaller company with 5-6 employees and have been in business for 30+ years with 
an excellent reputation and are looking to add to our carpentry crew. Most work is in the east 
metro. Pay and benefi ts will be dependent on skill set and qualifi cations. 

Please make sure your resume is submitted as a Microsoft Word document or PDF and that 
your e-mail includes your name, phone number and e-mail address on it. 

If you are not interested in this position and don’t have the skill set requested, please don’t 
respond. We are looking for serious candidates who want this job! We have plenty of work and 
no time to waste!

Phone calls accepted Mon-Fri from  8:00 - 2:00 only.
651-426-7462 • WWW.HUSNIKHOMES.COM

H I R I N G  N O W !

Seeking skilled and entry level 
woodworkers in River Falls, WI.

Full-time, permanent positions with benefits. 
Pay DOE, relocation packages may be offered 
for the right candidates. Interested? Send your 
resume to: HR@usa-millwork.com or visit www.
usa-millwork.com.

• Cabinet Makers
• Custom Builders
• Machinist & Finishers

Mental Health Specialist
Direct Support Staff

Full-Time/Part-time • Flexible Schedules
Come be part of a team that can make a difference in 

someone's life! Use your leadership abilities while 
helping others achieve their goals.

As part of our team you will work in a residential setting 
providing support to 1-4 individuals with a wide variety 

of physical and mental disabilities.
Requirements:
• High School Diploma
• Valid Driving License & current auto insurance
• Clearance of a MN DHS background study
Dungarvin Offers:
• Competitive pay
• Benefi ts at 30hrs/wk
• Career Advancement
• PTO

Please send resume to
MN-Recruiter@dungarvin.com

Minnesota

• Employment • Employment • Employment • Employment • Employment • Employment • Employment •

SUCCESSFUL
PRACTICE SEEKS

Associate Dentist be-
cause of increase in
patient volume. Po-

tential earnings
$300K plus. Includes

benefits. Email 
drb@friendlysmilesfar-

go.com

PT Office 
Administrator
Christ the King 

Lutheran Church, 
1660 Birch Lake Ave.
in White Bear Lake.
Competitive hourly

wage.
Email resume to 

pastorjennifer
@ctkwbl.org.

Retired  RN  seeks
part-time  in-home
senior care. Duties
may  include  com-
panionship, person-
al  care,  cooking,
cleaning  and  er-
rands.  Flexible.
Available  immedi-
ately. 651-303-9840

Brookdale North Oaks is Hiring 
Full time and Part time 

Certified Nursing Assistants, 
Med Techs, and Caregivers 

All positions provide direct care to residents. 

The following shifts available are  
AM: 6am-2pm, PM: 2pm-10pm, and

NOC: 10pm-6am.

Please submit all resumes to 
bquistad@brookdale.com, or stop in to fill out

an application at 300 Village Center Drive,
North Oaks MN 55127

Human Resources 
Director

Full Time

Duties Include: Providing 
department leadership, 

vision and strategic direction;
directing the development,

planning, management coordination, delivery
and evaluation of Human Resources programs

and benefits; 
developing human resources policies and 

oversees HR activities such as employment,
compensation, labor relations, benefits, train-

ing and risk management.  
Desired Qualifications: Graduation from an

accredited four-year college or University with
a Master's Degree in Human Resources, public

administration, business management, or a
closely related field and nine to eleven years of
experience in a human resources capacity with

dcaemonstrated ability in a leadership role.
$47.85 to $65.14 DOQ.

Apply online at www.chisagocounty.us 
by August 31, 2020.

Maternal Child Health
Nurse

Full Time & Part Time

Desired  Qualifications:
BSN  and  Public  Health
Nurse Certificate:  no week-
ends, nights or holidays! 
Provide  in-depth  health  as-
sessments  and  education
centered  on  pregnancy,

postpartum,  breastfeeding,  parenting,  health
and safety.   In addition,  offers  assistance to
families in accessing needed resources in the
community.  COVID-19 response: phone or vir-
tual  visits,  assisting  with  essential  needs  of
those  in  isolation  or  quarantine  such  as  re-
sources  for  food,  shelter  and  medications;
case investigation and contact tracing.  

$24.91 to $34.18 DOQ.  
Apply online at www.chisagocounty.us 

by August 31, 2020.

STREET 
MAINTENANCE 

WORKER

The City of Shoreview
has an immediate 

opening for a full-time
Maintenance Worker in

the street division of our Public Works Dept. 
Hiring range: $26.62-$27.96/hr depending

on exp, plus excellent benefits. 
 

For more info and to apply, 
go to shoreviewmn.gov/jobs.  

Deadline: 12 noon, Monday, August 31, 2020.
EOE

If you enjoy working in a fast paced, 
customer focused environment, then we 

want you to come work for us!

Domino’s is hiring for driver’s, pizza 
makers and shift runners at the following

locations: White Bear Lake, Mahtomedi, 
Lindstrom, Hugo and Shoreview.

$10-$17/hr 
No experience necessary, room for 

advancement, part time and full time available.

Stop by the store or call Becky at 
612-816-3159 to set up an interview.

N. Suburban grounds maintenance company
has opportunities for 

full & part time seasonal 
& year round positions.

Both entry level and experienced
people encouraged to apply. 

$14 - $18/hr
with hiring bonus incentives.

Also in search of licensed pesticide 
applicator for potential lead position 

with negotiable pay.  

For more information & to schedule

an interview please call Bill at

651-490-9755 or email 

amilawn@aol.com 

“ A cut above the rest”
ASSOCIATION
MAINTENANCE
LLC

Shoreview, MN 651-490-9755•

ARE YOU LOOKING
For something fun to do a few hours a week?
Join the Culver’s team. Flexible Shifts Available. 

BOTH FULL & PART TIME
All Personal Protection Procedures Followed

No computers, no heavy lifting. We just need fun, 
smiley neighbors. Join in the fun!

Call or visit us in person
10-10:30am, or 1:30-3pm 

Monday-Friday

4485 Centerville Road
Vadnais Heights, MN 

651-762-9600 
www.culvers.com

CALL-A-SPECIALISTPHONE: 
651-407-1221

EMAIL: 
callaspecialist@
presspubs.com
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• Drain Cleaning 
• Hot Water Heating
• Hot Water Heaters & Disposal
• Well Pump Service
• New Construction • Remodeling 

Lic. #005402Tom Thill 651-433-4866

REMODELING

Lic. #BC-516217

For more info visit

612-868-6837

Time to remodel the family room? 

Ready to update a kitchen or bathroom?
What about that addition 
you have always wanted?

We can take the dream and make it reality!
Sherco Construction
Call Tom @ 612-366-3472

License # BC627690 • Financing Available

W dw rking

Accentwoodsolutions.com
Call 651-426-8697

Bonded & Insured / Lic# BC580973
Accentwoodsolutions.com

Call 651-426-8697

PAINTING

Best Painting & 
Cedar Specialists
Interior: commercial, residential, 
new construction walls, ceilings, 

 oors
Exterior: cedar siding/trim 

restoration and  nishes; 
commercial buildings

Call Now For A 
Free Estimate
Family owned since 1967

651-238-1850 
brian@cedarspec-bestpainting.com

 
 ordable Painting

Drywall, Decks & Sheet Rock Repair
Commercial Residential

12 years experience
No Job Too Small

Call Jim
651-964-5293

Interior
Decorativ
Painting
Wallpaperin
(an Removal)

tai Varnish

Painting of Hom
Furnishing
(furniture light

xtures frames,
etc.)
Color Consultant

www.LDMarshallPainting.com
Fr at

L D MARSHALL
PAINTING

Scott or Lind 651-426-9135

MADISON & SON
PAINTING

EXTERIOR
High Pressure Washing of
Decks  Fences  Siding
Paint all wood  Stucco

Siding  Metal Trim  Shakes
Staining or clear coat of

Decks & Fences

651-257-3669

Prompt, Professional Service 
tExper Workmanship

Guaranteed

INTERIOR
Brush  Roll  Spray
Ceilings Texturing

Water Damage  Walls  Staining

RIVARD
Paint & Stain

Joe: 651-462-0697

 Interior/Exterior
 Residential & Commercial

 New Construction or Remodeling
26 years in Business Fully Insured

Free Estimates

     

(651) 426-4424
Exterior/Interior

Specializing in Ceiling Repairs 
Epoxy Garage Floors too

timspainting.com
Fully insured since 1984

 

21 years and going strong!

FREE ESTIMATES
Bill 651-775-8396

www.allaroundremodeling.com

ROOFING ~ SIDING
WINDOWS ~ KITCHENS
BATHS ~ BASEMENTS

DECKS ~ GRADING
REMODELING ~ ALL TYPES

651-238-6751
NorconHomes.com

Insured / Lic #BC105943

Twin Cities Premier 
Home Improvement Company

APPLEWOOD 
BUILDERS

applewo o dre modelers.com
61 2.670.70 04

3
Scheduling for fall

M N  L I C #  B C 0 0 3 2 1 5

651-407-1987

“Your Local Exterior Specialists”

MN Lic.# BC223025

Residential - Hardie Plank

Roofing  Siding  Windows
Gutters  Fascia & Soffit

ROOFING

 
Furnace & A/C 

Installations and Service 
Licensed,  Bonded  

& Insured 
651.426.4233   cphvac.net 

HEATING & COOLING

LAWN CARE

MOKIE’S
Lawn Service

1ST TIME DISCOUNT
LAWN MOWING TREE TRIMMING

REASONABLE RATES 

651-
410-3889

LANDSCAPING
~ PAVER PATIOS & WALKWAYS

~ RETAINING WALLS ~ GRADING
~ EGRESS WINDOWS

651-238-6751
NorconHomes.com

Insured / Lic #BC105943

Twin Cities Premier 
Home Improvement Company

LANDSCAPING

651-746-4582
www.northlandlandscape.com

Custom Decks/Footing Repair
Screen Rooms/Additions
Garages/Roofi ng/Siding

Aluminum/Glass/Cable Railings
All Repairs

OW for 

- Full Landscape Services
- Landscape & Hardscape Tear-out
- Mulch, Dirt & Rock Deliveries
- Bobcat, Grading & Excavation

Professional Landscape Contractor

651-426-0410
Letourneaulandscaping.com

Northern Lights
Landscape Construction Inc.

Since 1989
>>> Free Estimates <<<
CALL STEVE TODAY 

for fresh new 
landscaping ideas!

651-592-6678
www.nelsonsnorthernlights

landscaping.com

Ehman Landscaping
Specializing in:

FREE ESTIMATES

Call Ron 612-720-1893

Settled
Concrete?

Lakes Area Mudjacking
- Since 1983 -

Don’t replace it,
RAISE it and save $$$!

Walks • Patios • Steps • Garage Floors
Aprons • Driveways • Fill Voids

Free Estimates Guaranteed
651-775-7054 Ask for Royce
lakesareamudjacking.com

DECK RESTORATION

Deck Cleaning 
& Staining 

Professional - Prompt 

Guaranteed Results

651-699-3504

www.rooftodeck.com

Code 43

 
 

Locally Owned Since 2001

651-429-9343

DESIGN/DRAFTING

  

ELECTRIC

Floyd DeHate, Master Electrician
651-346-8185 EMERGENCY SERVICE

Small Jobs Welcome

Remodels  Panels Replaced 
 Ceiling Fans

ARROW 
ELECTRIC

New Construction/Remodel
Residential Commercial

Competitive Rates

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

651-307-6502

                                  

HARDWOOD FLOORS

J.W. Wood Floors
Installation–Sanding–Repairs

Maintenance Coats–Custom Floors

“Make a Flooring  
Investment” 

651-323-3676
    jim@jwwoodfloors.biz

Licensed - Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

AAA Painting

Your Hometown Painter

Fully Insured
& Interior

Free Estimates!
No solicitations please

651.407.6523 

44

J & G Home Interiors
Residential/Commercial Painting Specialists
30 years in business

We do: interior painting, stain and 
varnishing, Ceiling conversion to knock 
down, enameling kitchen cabinets.

Insured & Bonded

FREE ESTIMATES
10% OFF ANY 
JOB WITH AD
Joe – 651-426-0288

MICHEAL’S DRYWALL 
& PLASTERING

Specializing in home plaster repair.
• Water Damage
• Skim Coating
• Sheetrock hanging & Finishing
• Popcorn ceiling removal
• We match most textures
• Insured

Mike 651-442-0383
Shop 651-447-0857

PLASTER / DRYWALL

Wolf Bros. Drywall Co.
Total Drywall Services

Residential/Commercial
New Const & Basement Finishes

Family Owned & Operated

 Forest Lake

Insured
CALL LEE

(651) 428-0229

PLUMBING

www.whitebear 
plumbing.com

651-426-6000

Lic #686889

 

 
.

Residental
Commerical

MEET YOUR SPECIALIST

A Cut Above Tree Service is family owned and operated. We are licensed by the state of Minnesota and have a long history of 
integrity and quality in everything we do. With almost 20 years experience, we are the go-to partner providing a broad range of tree 
services to the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota. Our mission is simple; deliver the highest possible quality service 
at a fair and competitive price. At A Cut Above Tree Service we take great pride in paying attention to detail, safety, and clean up.

We are proud of our long list of satisfi ed customers. They understand how much we value their business and their property. We 
believe good ethics and moral values are more than just business speak - they are the backbone of our business.

Safety is foremost in everything we do. We take every precaution to minimize property damage or personal injury. Our clean 
safety record speaks for itself. But just in case, we are fully insured!

We are integrity-driven and proud of our honest, straight-forward approach with our customers and our own team. We promise to always do our best to provide accurate 
estimates at a price that is fair for everyone.

Call today for a FREE estimate!   Phone: 651-334-9063 www.acutabovetreecareservice.com

A Cut Above Tree Service

PAINTING

PAINTING

612-803-2248
twincitieseast.certapro.com

PAINTING. QUALITY. PEACE OF MIND.

Each CertaPro Painters® business is independently owned and operated.

• Small Jobs Welcome
• Carpentry
• skylights

Call Matt 612.246.7079
ALL BUILT RIGHT
CONSTRUCTION

Lic# BC638717 • Insured

Roofing&Siding
Free Roof inspections 

& estimates

ROOFING/SIDING

CONCRETE

BUILDERS
True Blue

10% off all Spring Jobs MN LIC.#BC665536

763-208-8862 www.truebluebuilders.org

Free Safe 
Estimates!

• Roofi ng • Siding
• Deck Repair
• Insurance Experts
• Digital Inspections

Household Waste
Construction Debris

Appliances
Furniture

BEST JUNK REMOVAL COMPANY IN ST. PAUL!

We Do the Heavy Lifting for You!
We remove items professionally and effi ciently, for the best possible value!

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!  
Call us or visit our website for more information

651-323-4682 • johnsonjunkremoval.com

CLEANING

PLUMBING REMODELING

CALL-A-SPECIALISTPHONE: 
651-407-1221

EMAIL: 
callaspecialist@
presspubs.com



CROSSWORD

ACROSS
 1. Central processing unit
 4. Military action
10. How electricity gets to train 
carriages (abbr.)
11. Unsafe
12. Of (French)
14. Autonomic nervous system
15. Type of bean
16. Accuse formally of a crime
18. Promote
22. Type of lava
23. Meat from a deer
24. Herbaceous plants
26. Potato state
27. Helsinki neighborhood
28. Sports offi cials
30. Shout wildly

31. Reptile genus
34. Frocks
36. Born of
37. N. Scandinavian indigenous people
39. Poultry cage
40. Aquatic insect genus
41. Of I
42. Ad __:  tirelessly repetitive
48. Item
50. Produce
51. Seedless raisin
52. Bond in a third party’s control
53. Legendary character __ Finn
54. Space station
55. Note at the end of a letter
56. In a way, contradicted
58. Midway between northeast and east
59. Bears important traffi c

60. Brooklyn hoopster

DOWN
 1. Presides
 2. Artist’s tool
 3. On a higher fl oor
 4. Commercial
 5. Something to watch
 6. Chased
 7. Commercial producers
 8. Keyboard instrument
 9. Blue grass state
12. Phonograph recording
13. Unusual
17. Popular average
19. A native or inhabitant of Asia
20. N. Sweden river

21. Related on the mother’s side
25. Mediator
29. Partner of to
31. Arm bones
32. Korean seafood dish
33. Tap of the foot
35. Astronauts
38. Carolina footballer
41. Indiana city
43. Of or relating to bears
44. Not widely known
45. Body part
46. At the peak
47. High-pitched cries of a cat
49. A way to intimidate
56. Prosecutor
57. Atomic #66
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SUDOKU

ANSWERS
Weather Tidbit: Weather Tidbit: Perhaps this past August was one of the most enjoyable Augusts 
(weather-wise) we’ve experienced in the last few years. After a hot and humid July, a slight shift 
in the upper winds from the northwest brought us periods of cooler and less humid weather 
conditions. Precipitation was a bit lacking. Rainfall activity was a bit sporadic and amounts 
generally under an inch. The most exciting day had to be the evening of Friday, August 14 when 
high winds, small hail, lightning and driving rain prompted warnings. Aside from some downed 
trees, damage seemed minimal. Our attention now turns to September, which generally features 
cooler temperatures, less precipitation and colorful trees. I think we’re in a good weather pattern 
right now for a stretch of fi ne weather. Fall begins on Tuesday, September 22 at 8:30am. 

MONTHLY WEATHER OUTLOOK

Frank Watson is a local meteorologist who operates a weather station 
in White Bear Lake. Weather data and observation are from his weather 
station and trips around the area. Frank can be found on the internet at 
WeathermanWatson.com.

Brought to you by WeathermanWatson.com

SERVICES:
Tree & Stump Removal 

Tree Trimming
Shrub Pruning 

Cell: 612-363-6169
Main: 651-771-2654

Credit Cards Accepted
www.a-1inc.com | info@a-1inc.com

Cutting Edge
Window Cleaning
We don’t cut corners, 

we clean ‘em!
Residential Window Cleaning

Exterior Only
Call Jeff for a free estimate
651-283-8770

WINDOWSROOFING/SIDING

Your Local 

 

P  
I c

P c

651-287-3720

Wm Hayes Roofing 
& Remodeling, LLC
Storm & Hail Damage

Windows • Siding
Doors • Additions

651-429-2682
www.wmhayesconstruction.com

MN Lic. #BC002810

651-429-0746
Owner: Greg Brigley

MN LIC# BC193668-BONDED-INSURED

ONEKA ROOFING, INC.
40 YRS EXP

www.onekaroofing.com
FREE ESTIMATES

44 YRS EXP

STUMP REMOVAL

STUMP  
REMOVAL

Free Estimates
BACK YARDS -
NO PROBLEM!

Fast, dependable, insured 

651-426-8660
budgettreeservice@outlook.com        

A Cut Above 
Tree Service

Licensed Insured
Free Estimates
Tree Removal
Tree Trimming

Emergency Storm Damage
Senior and Military Discounts
Local Family Owned Business
www.acutabovetreeservice.com 

651-334-9063

Licensed Insured
Free Estimates

Tree Removal and Trimming
Emergency Storm Damage

Senior and Military Discounts
Local Family Owned Business

www.facebook.com/acutabovetreecareservice
www.acutabovetreecareservice.com

TREE SERVICE

BACK YARDS -
NO PROBLEM!

651-426-8660

Tree Removal
Tree Trimming

Buckthorn Removal
Stump & Brush 

Removal

BudgetTreeServiceMN.com

Quality Work • Reasonable Rates

FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED

Primeau’s
Tree Service
Shrub Care/Trimming

45 yrs. experience
Family owned

Certifi ed Arborist

651-773-5643

EMAIL: 
callaspecialist@
presspubs.com

PHONE: 
651-407-1221

ROOFING TREE SERVICETREE SERVICE

If you know of a 
trusted contractor 
to help out other 

great people, 
please send your 
recommendation 

to callaspecialist@
presspubs.com or  
call 651-407-1221

CALL-A-SPECIALISTPHONE: 
651-407-1221

EMAIL: 
callaspecialist@
presspubs.com
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COVID-19

 Wild Wings of Oneka is dealing 
with pandemic, and is for sale

BY BRUCE STRAND
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

This has been a year 
of reckoning for one of 
the area’s most vener-
able institutions, Wild 
Wings of Oneka.

Like almost every 
business, the 64-year-
old Hugo hunting club 
has been hit hard by 
COVID-19, losing an 
estimated $250,000 so 
far. Some activities have 
been held, and the club 
is prepping for its busy 
season, autumn.

This is the year that 
the ownership group, in 
place for 47 years, has 
decided to let go. Wild 
Wings of Oneka is for 
sale.

“I’m 70 and the other 
owners are in their 
80’s, and we know it’s 
important for a younger 
generation to get in,” 
said Jeff Hughes, who 
has managed the club 
since 1973.  

Hughes made it clear 
that whoever buys the 
hunting club must keep 
it that way, not “hack it 
up for real estate” and 
diversify the property.

“We are emotionally 
involved in this club. 
Three generations of 
hunters have hunted 
here. We are looking for 
new ownership, but the 
club is going to go on as 
it is. We won’t sell unless 
it does.”

The owners’ decision 
to sell came prior to the 
pandemic, he said.

Wild Wings of Oneka 
is the oldest such club in 
Minnesota. It opened in 
1956, much smaller and 
in a different location. 
(It was the second club at 
the time, but the fi rst one 
has closed.)

The operation was pur-
chased in 1973 by Jim 
Gardner, John Ward, 
John Irvine and a fourth 
partner, now deceased. 
“All White Bear Lake 
guys,” Hughes pointed 
out. Gardner, Ward and 
Harriette Irvine, John’s 

widow, remain to this 
day. Hughes joined the 
ownership group in 1992.

Wild Wings of Oneka 
is a 529-acre property 
with 14 separate, diverse 
hunting areas, 13 ponds, 
clay target and pistol 
ranges, a heated 5 Stand, 
and a farm operation to 
plant cover for birds. “A 
Sportsman’s paradise 
that captures the spirit 
of Midwest hunting,” is 
how the club bills itself.

The headquarters 
building has four levels, 
including a dining room 
that seats up to 130, club-
house, fellowship hall, 
pro shop and a full bar.

Members and guests 
hunt pheasants, ducks, 
chukar and wild tur-
keys. Hunting is easier 
there; birds are provided 
for hunters in specifi c 
areas. The 300 members 
pay $1,600 per year, plus 
a $500 deposit that is 
spent on club offerings.

The club has 30 guides 
and a kennel of hunting 
dogs available. The birds 
are purchased from sev-
eral Minnesota sources. 
The club hatched its 
own until about 15 years 
ago, when it found it was 
cheaper to buy them.

Due to COVID-19, the 
club was ordered to shut 
down for three weeks 
in late March and early 
April, and the restaurant 
and bar remain closed.

A huge event, Tough 
Mudder Twin Cities, 
scheduled in July, was 
canceled. The club has 
hosted the 10-mile ob-
stacle race on its rugged 
terrain for the previous 
four years. “Tough Mud-
der brings 12,000 people 
to Hugo,” Hughes said. 
Several events with 30 
to 100 participants were 
also canceled.  

The club has lost about 
20% of its gross, about 
$250,000, Hughes said. 
Due to the virus, this is 
also the fi rst year it have 
not charged a $5,000 
initiation fee.  

The club reopened 
in April — with all 
activities outside, and 
adherence to social dis-
tancing — to use up an 
inventory of 3,000 birds 
that had already been 
supplied from providers. 
Hughes put out a news-
letter asking members 
to come and harvest the 
birds, which was accom-
plished.

The club’s peak season 
is October to December. 
What that will look like 
this year, of course, 
depends on “what state 
and federal governments 
will allow” at that point, 
Hughes said.

Still scheduled, for Au-
gust and September, are 
several annual fundrais-
ers. The club works with 
4-H, Pheasants Forever,  

Ducks Unlimited, Safari 
Club International, Ma-
plewood Oakdale Rotary, 
St. Paul Canine Corps, 
Children’s Cancer Fund 
and the Hugo Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon Network. 
(Yellow Ribbon events 
are  for military person-
nel who missed hunting 
seasons while deployed 
overseas.) For these 
events, food trucks will 
be brought in to keep the 
participants outside.

Jeff and Sue Hughes 
and their son Chad 
opened another club, 
Wings North in Pine 
City, in 1998. Chad runs 
that operation. Sue was 
Oneka’s chef for 47 years; 
she retired last year. 
She provided dinners 
of roast duck, pheasant 
and turkeys, and other 
delicacies. Especially 
popular are her pheas-
ant pot pies; she made 
2,500 to 3,000 of them 
each year.

Hughes was 23 when 
he arrived in Hugo as a 
graduate of Ball State in 
Muncie, Indiana, where 
he majored in fi sheries 
and wildlife biology 
“specifi cally to run a 
place like this.” The 
operation has expanded 
greatly under Hughes.

“We’ve done pretty 
well. We’ve been in busi-
ness 64 years; not many 
last that long,” Hughes 
said. “But we have only 
scratched the surface of 
the potential this club 
has.”

The club could do more 
with outdoor corporate 
events in the summer, he 
said, along with outdoor 
weddings, for which they 
are currently building a 
pavilion addition to the 
main building. Presum-
ably, the new owners 
will look to such sum-
mer activities.

Meanwhile, the club 
is getting a boost in 
business from a huge 
increase in gun sales na-
tionwide. That’s mostly 
pistols, Hughes said, and 
the club can accommo-
date their owners, who 
are mostly female, with 
the pistol range and 
their conceal and carry 
classes.

Regarding the future 
of the club and the sport 
of hunting, Hughes and 
the other owners are 
elated to see a young 
generation of hunters 
emerging. The sport had 
been getting decidedly 
grayer, with fewer and 
fewer youths interested, 
until clay target shoot-
ing became a popular 
high school club sport 
in recent years. “So 
now we’ve got lot of kids 
signing up because live 
hunting takes their 
sport, trap shooting, to 
the next level,” Hughes 
said. “We’ve had a big 
resurgence in shoot-
ers spurred on by trap 
shooters.”

BRUCE STRAND | SUBMITTED 
Jeff Hughes posed with his hunting dog Holly at the 
facility he has managed since 1973.

FILE PHOTO
The Tough Mudder, which has been held at Wild Wings of Oneka for the past four 
years, was canceled this year due to COVID-19.

CoVid/Germ/
Bacteria Barriers 

for Your Business:
Know the Difference!

White Bear Glass manufactures custom 
GLASS protective partitions for maximum 
effectiveness and ease of constant 
cleaning.  Look at the comparison of 
Plexiglass and Glass:

 
Plexiglass:
• Scratches easily
• Cleaning is time-consuming
• Blowing dust off it only 

spreads pathogens
• Porous surface harbors 

germs
• Degrades over time

Glass with 3R Smart 
Anti-microbial Coating:
• Long lasting – no change in 
   color or looks
• Easy to clean and maintain
• Creates a more hygienic 
   environment – disinfectant
• Less bacterial growth
  Smart coating upgrades
  Long term safety and health   
  peace of mind

Customer and Employee Safety 

Begins with GLASS 
Protective Partitions

• Custom-made locally for your specifi c need
• Glass with 3R Smart Anti-Microbial Coating
• Glass cleans easily without scratching
• Permanent or temporary installation options

Contact Jeff Meyer at White Bear Glass
for more information: 

jeffm@whitebearglass.com
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AUTO
LOANS
AS LOW AS

SARAH FRENCH 
ROYAL CREDIT UNION MEMBER

Get Preapproved Today And Save Time!
rcu.org/Auto 800-341-9911

2.99%
APR

Rate shown is lowest possible rate. Rates and loan subject to credit approval. Insured by NCUA.

Grants available for small businesses affected by COVID-19 
Applications are open for emergency business assistance grants to small 

local businesses in Washington County adversely impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Washington County Small Business Relief Fund will provide 
grants of up to $15,000 to employee-based small businesses and $7,500 for 
self-employed entrepreneurs. Employee-based businesses will be prioritized for 
funding. Self-employed entrepreneurs and home-based businesses will be wait-
listed pending fund availability. Funds can only be used for Federal CARES 
Act eligible COVID-19 related or incurred public health emergency business 
operating expenses, including rent payments, commercial mortgage payments, 
payments to suppliers, payments to private utility companies or other critical 
non-payroll business expenses (including expenses related to reopening) as 
approved by the Metropolitan Consortium of Community Developers (MCCD) 
and the Washington County Community Development Agency. If any other 
COVID-19 related business assistance grant funds were received from the SBA 
Paycheck Protection Program, Economic Injury Disaster Loan, Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance, local city or township grants and/or State of Min-
nesota Department of Employment and Economic Development, Washington 
County funds may not be used for the same expenses that were paid with other 
sources of funds. If you have questions about the application, contact MCCD by 
email at wccovidrelief@mccdmn.org or by phone at 612-789-8838.

BUSINESS BRIEF

Bear spotting in Scandia

LISA GRABER | SUBMITTED
Lisa and Mike Graber, of Scandia, caught this black bear and cub on camera earlier 
this summer. “My husband is a bee keeper, and they were going towards the honey 
hives,” Lisa said. The photo was taken on a Bushnell trail camera.

651-439-4001 - www.greaterstillwaterchamber.com
info@greaterstillwaterchamber.com

Levels of Support:
Chamber Champion - $1,000 

and Up gift contribution
Chamber Booster - $500 gift contribution
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SEPTEMBER EVENTS
*Note: Events are subject to change or be cancelled due to the 

COVID-19 crisis. Please call or visit the websites or Facebook pages, 
for the most up-to-date information.

DATE EVENT TIME Vineyard/Brewery       

Sept 5 Music: Brook Elizabeth 1 –  4 p.m. Belle Vinez

Sept 5        Music:   TBA 1 – 4 p.m. Saint Croix Vineyards

Sept 5 Music: TBA 1 – 4 p.m. Saint Croix Vineyards

Sept 12 Music: TBA 1 – 4 p.m. Saint Croix Winery

Sept 12 Music: Rudy Rudesill 1 – 4 p.m. Belle Vinez

Sept 12      Music: TBA 1 – 4 p.m. Saint Croix Vineyards

Sept 13th Music:  Adam  1 – 4 p.m. Belle Vinez

Sept 19 Music: TBA 1 – 4 p.m. Saint Croix Winery

Sept 26 Music: TBA 1 – 4 p.m. Saint Croix Winery

Oct 10 Flip-Cup Tournament 4 – 6 p.m. Big Wood Brewery

Please visit websites 
for details on 

upcoming events!

Winehaven -  
Chisago City, MN

Rustic Roots Winery -  
Scandia, MN Dancing Dragonfly Vineyards -

St. Croix Falls, WI

Belle Vinez Winery -
River Falls, WI

Minnesota

Wisconsin
Saint Croix  
Vineyards

7 Vines 
Vineyard

St. Paul

Mpls.

Big Wood
Brewery
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35E

35E

94

96

694

694

36Roseville

WBL

Stillwater

Dellwood

Willernie

Afton

Roma

Swirl

9969999999999999999999999
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 MN

COME TASTE OUR FAVORITE 
PICKS FROM MIDWEST 

VINEYARDS & BREWERIES

6428 Manning Ave., Stillwater
Since 1992 • 651-430-3310
Open 7 Days a Week 10-6
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Open Every Day 
Hand Crafted 
Locally Grown 

Award Winning

2013 120th Avenue 
St Croix Falls, WI | DDWinery.com
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W10829 875th Ave - River Falls, WI
715-426-9463 | BelleVinez.com for info

Escape to a wine experience 
unlike 

anything you’ve seen before...
• Wine Tastings: Flights or Glasses
• Traditional Tuscan-fl are culinary creations
• Corporate or life events
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GO TO BIGWOODBREWERY.COM TO VIEW OUR 
TAPROOM SERIES  OR F IND A STORE NEAR YOU!

2222 4TH ST. ,  WHITE  BEAR LAKE

CRAFT BREWERY & TAPROOM IN THE 
HEART OF WHITE  BEAR LAKE

COMMITTED  TO  QUAL I TY  BEER
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651-436-2010
3291 S. St. Croix Trail, 

Afton, MN

Select from a wide variety Of high-quality and unique 
Wines you will love! Be sure to visit our online store! 

swirlmywine.com

Swirl is the largest & most 
comprehensive wine club in the Midwest.

Love wine?
Join the Club

YOUR MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:
• Complimentary Annual Wine Club Cruise, 

courtesy St. Croix River Cruises
• Discounts on wines
• Meet club members, enjoy special 

events & much more

ENJOY DINING INSIDE AND ON THE PATIO

Mon-Thurs 11am-9pm Fri & Sat 11am-10pm 
Sunday 10am-9pm
310 Stillwater Road, Willernie 
651-653-4733
Roman-market.com

We’re brewing up a Storm in Willernie! 
Stop in for a flight of our 

House-made beers on tap this week!
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“A premier destination 
for all good things”

101 hwy 96 East 
Dellwood 7 vinesvineyard.com

651-478-6300 
info@7vinesvineyard.com 

777777 VVVVVVinininineseseses
VVVineyard
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JOIN US IN SEPTEMBER!

New Winery & Tasting Room 
in Scandia, MN 

offering approachable, fl avor-forward 
wines with a local touch

rusticroots.wine
651.433.3311

20168 St. Croix Trail N
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