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Results.
Relationships.
Resources.

Three member benefits offered by the FLA Chamber  
of Commerce that contribute to local business RECOVERY.

WHERE BUSINESS AND SUCCESS MEET

Chamber Spotlight
Forest Lake Area 

At Home HandyMan
Here to help you with all 
your home repair needs!  
His motto is “From 
attics to basement and 
everything in between” 
Justin is an experienced 
carpenter and can also 
take care of all those pesky 
little tasks on your to-do 

list.  He enjoys the small 
jobs and the sometimes 
old or random tasks.  Give 
him a call at 651-472-
2666 with any question or 
problem that comes with 
home maintenance and 
repair.  

651-464-3200 | ForestLakeChamber.org
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Koppy Motors of  Forest Lake  
Koppy Motors of Forest 
Lake is one of Minnesota’s 
Premier dealerships, 
with a huge inventory of 
pre-owned cars, trucks, 
and SUVs for you to 
browse. Its website is a 
source of information 
if you are researching 
your next vehicle. Koppy 
Motors will also help 
you sell your vehicle, a 
service that sets them 

apart. Koppy Motors 
of Forest Lake also 
provides dependable 
service and repair. Do 
you need an oil change, 
tire rotation or regular 
vehicle maintenance? 
Contact them to set up an 
appointment at 651-464-
8274. Visit its website at 
www.koppymotors.com

RANDY PAULSON
Staff Writer | lowdownnews@presspubs.com
Attending a Coheed and Cambria concert in August. It was the best 
live music experience of my life.

RANDY ROBERTS
Multimedia Consultant | lowdown@presspubs.com
 Trip to Utah including e-biking and hiking in Zion National Park and 
visiting Salt Lake City.

PAUL DOLS
Photojournalist/Website Editor | photos@presspubs.com
Pleasant memories of a couple of warm, long summer days when 
friends I’ve known for decades biked out from Minneapolis to ride on 
some of the trails around the St. Croix Valley.

MELISSA MCELIN
Production Manager | art@presspubs.com
Road trip with my closest friends through 8 different states.

NOELLE OLSON
Shoreview Press Editor | shoreviewnews@presspubs.com
Going fishing with my dad this summer.
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About the cover
Another year has passed and a new one is upon us. 
Press Publications took a look back at stories told 
in The Lowdown last year by assembling a collage 
of photos that highlight top stories from 2022.
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5471 260th St., Wyoming
Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm

• QUALITY 
• WARRANTY 
• CONVENIENCE 
• WORK DONE RIGHT 
• SAME DAY SERVICE
 • NO SURPRISES
• 100% CUSTOMER      
    SATISFACTION

BENEFITS

Randy Notto | OWNERLENFERAUTO.COM | (651) 462-2650 

OIL CHANGE 
SPECIAL
$10 OFF

STANDARD OIL CHANGE

$20 OFF
PREMIUM SYNTHETIC 

OIL CHANGE
Includes seasonal check up.  Up to 5qts motor oil. 
Most cars and light trucks. Valid only with coupon. 

Cannot be combined with other offers
Expires: 1/31/23

WINTER
 SPECIAL

$17 OFF REPAIRS
over $100

$47 OFF REPAIRS
over $500

Most cars and light trucks. Valid only with coupon. 
Cannot be combined with other offers

Expires: 1/31/23
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BY RANDY PAULSON
STAFF WRITER

Snow doesn’t fall from the sky in 10-
foot cubes — not even in Minnesota.

While that’s fortunate for the 
general public, it also means 
considerable work goes into preparing 
the massive blocks for participants 
in the World Snow Sculpting 
Championship in Stillwater.

A dozen, 1,000-cubic-foot slabs of the 
white stuff will await the 12 sculpting 
teams for the artistic extravaganza 
set for Jan. 18-22 in Lowell Park.

Creating the edifices is a 
collaborative effort between 
construction contractor Market & 
Johnson and Midstate Landscaping 
and Excavating. Ski resort Afton Alps 
meanwhile supplies the snow.

 After Afton Alps has finished 
making the snow, the frozen powder 
is loaded into concrete forms built 
by Market & Johnson. The process 
occurs during the two days before the 
championship event kicks off.

“We create two sides to each of 
the blocks, with forms that are then 
interconnected to create the full 

block,” said James Hanke, business 
development director for Market & 
Johnson. “Then the real important 
aspect of it that comes into play is how 
you load the snow into those blocks.”

That’s where Midstate comes in.
The excavating company first hauls 

the freshly created snow to Lowell 
Park in a dump truck, according to 
Midstate’s Operations Manager Chris 
Klein. Its skid loaders then dig into 
the snow pile and transfer perfectly 
clean scoops of snow into the bucket 
of a wheel loader. The wheel loader 
finally dumps the snow into the 
concrete forms.

“They'll dump a bucket in and then 
the people are in there and they stop 
it down to get all the air voids out of it 
to ensure that it's nice and hard and 
there are no air voids,” Klein said.

The people he referred to are 
teams of six to eight volunteers from 
businesses and organizations in the 
community, some of which sponsor 
the sculpting championship.

They're using mostly their feet but 
also some other tools, and they're 
really making sure that snow is 
compact,” Hanke said. “When you're 
talking about 1000 cubic feet of snow, 
you're talking about 1000 cubic feet of 
snow with not a lot of air in between.”

According to Hanke, one team of 
stompers will be from First Resource 
Bank and the Stillwater fire and 
police departments will each field 
teams too. The latter two teams will 
compete to see which group can stomp 
down their snow the fastest.

“It's a lot of work to do,  having done 
it and watching everyone do it last 
year,” Hanke said. “It's a lot of work, 
it's tiring but we try to make it as fun 
as possible and make sure everybody 
has a good time.”

Hanke and Klein anticipate building 
the blocks will go smoother than 
it did last year after having gone 
through the process once and learned 
from previous hiccups. In 2022, for 

instance, their companies initially 
attempted to transfer the snow into 
the concrete forms using a conveyor 
truck. When they realized that 
wouldn’t work, they switched to using 
wheel loaders.

Once the cube-creating crews found 
their groove with the wheel loaders 
last year, however, Klein said it took 
them just a little more than an hour 
to complete one block. The completed 
cubes will then be ready for the 
sculptors on Jan. 18.

“We want them to sit there at least 
overnight to harden up a little bit, but 
we don't want them to sit there too 
long because then they start getting a 
little icy,” Hanke said.

Klein noted that he and Midstate 
owner Jason Anderson donated 
their time and effort helping with 
the blocks last year, which wound up 
being about a 12-hour endeavor.

“We really enjoyed it. It was 
fun doing something in your own 
community and giving back,” Klein 
said.

Hanke echoed that sentiment 
and pointed out how Market & 
Johnson’s office in Stillwater only 
opened recently for the Eau Claire, 

Wisconsin-based company.
“We've been involved in a lot of 

community events over there, and 
when this opportunity was presented 
to us, we were pretty excited about it 
and thought it would be fun,” Hanke 
said.

“I’ve just been really impressed 
with the number of people who have 
been involved, the amount of effort 
that people are willing to put in 
and most importantly, the amount 
of fun they're willing to have in the 
process.”

Thinking outside the blocks: Local companies 
talk snow cube creation

CONTRIBUTED
A team of stompers awaits another deposit 
of snow from a wheel loader before packing 
the white stuff down into a cubic concrete 
form.

CONTRIBUTED
A skid loader rests in front of three complet-
ed, 10-foot cubes of compact snow in the 
lead-up to last year’s World Snow Sculpting 
Championship in Stillwater. Making the mas-
sive slabs is a team effort between Market 
& Johnson, Midstate Landscaping and Exca-
vating and Afton Alps. 

CONTRIBUTED
Construction crews set in place one of 12 concrete forms that are used to create the 10-foot 
cubes of compact snow for the World Snow Sculpting Championship in Stillwater.

CONTRIBUTED
A wheel loader deposits a scoop of snow into 
a dump truck as crews from Market & John-
son and Midstate Landscaping and Excavat-
ing assemble the 10-foot cubes of snow for 
the World Snow Sculpting Championship in 
Stillwater.

CONTRIBUTED
Molly Krakowski, Amy Vagle, Kathy Koerner, Matthew Stepaniak and Sara Jespersen were among the teams of people who helped stomp down 
snow into 10-foot cubic forms in the lead-up to last year’s World Snow Sculpting Championship in Stillwater.
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• Letter writers must live, work or have another connection to Press Publications coverage area.

• Letter writers are limited to six letters per year and at least four weeks must lapse between 
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deliver it to Press Publications, 4779 Bloom Ave., White Bear Lake, MN 55110.

Covering the arts
I

’ve been at Press Publications for about a month 
and a half as of the time of writing this column.

During that time, I’ve had the pleasure of covering 
several stories related to what’s perhaps my favorite 

news beat: arts and entertainment.
I don’t consider myself much of an artist or 

entertainer personally: I can’t draw or sing to save my 
life and only play guitar as a personal 
hobby. I’ve participated in a few plays 
and speech productions during high 
school and college but am in no way an 
actor.

That said, writing about the arts in 
all of its manifestations (visual arts, 
theatre arts, music, etc.) has become 
deeply important to me during my 
journalism career for several reasons.

For instance, it lets readers know 
about talented people from their 
area and thereby give artists needed 
publicity; it gives me a behind-the-
scenes look at what goes into making a 
particular type of art; and it showcases 
creative talent that originates in local 

settings.
Those three points are why I had a ton of fun covering 

my first story for The Lowdown in December, which 
was about an ongoing art exhibit at the Washington 
County Historic Courthouse, and two stories in this 
edition about the World Snow Sculpting Championship 
in Stillwater.

Other arts-related stories I’ve covered for the White 
Bear Press so far include a feature on White Bear Lake 
artist Michelle Hoge; previews of the high school’s 
fall musical, “Chicago,” and the Lakeshore Players’ 
production of “A Christmas Story”; a preview for a 
Chinese music concert held at Hanifl Performing Arts 
Center; and a feature on the White Bear Center for the 
Arts’ longtime executive director, Suzi Hudson.

I was told when I first took this job that White Bear 
Lake and its surrounding area is a hub for the arts, 
and I’ve been able to witness the truth of that statement 
numerous times in just a matter of weeks.

A new year is upon us, and I can’t wait to see what 
arts stories I’ll have the opportunity to cover in 2023.

Randy Paulson is a Staff Writer 
at Press Publications. 

Paulson’s 
Ponderings
Randy Paulson

Stillwater ready for second snow 
sculpting shindig

The Greater Stillwater Chamber of Commerce 
Foundation is pleased to host the World Snow 
Sculpting Championship once again Jan. 18-22, 
2023, in downtown Stillwater with an international 
spotlight on the St. Croix Valley in the winter! 
This year we have teams from Ecuador, Argentina, 
Mexico, Turkey, Canada, Finland, Germany and of 
course the United States. This second-year event will 
have a few more sculptures than last year and we are 
very excited to frost the park with homemade and 
brilliant art.  

Starting the first of the year, Afton Alps will be 
making snow in the parking lots and has a two-week 
window to do that. It is all weather dependent on 
when the guns work best to make the snow, so it is 
the right texture for sculpting. On Monday, Jan. 16, 
the filling of the forms will begin which includes 
actual snow stomping to pack down the snow before 
the forms are removed leaving the park with 12, 
10-by-10-by-10 blocks of snow. This whole process 
is pretty cool, hard work and just a hoot. Then, 
Wednesday at 9 a.m. will be the kickoff ceremony 
with Dave Dahl our host, and our National Anthem 
to be sung by St. Croix Valley Opera. Here are some 
other fun events you do not want to miss.

• Wednesday, Jan. 18: the Opening Ceremony 
Dinner at the JX Event Center (Meet the teams)

• Thursday-Friday, Jan. 19-20: Carving continues 
– come view and enjoy (Concession Tent, warming 
house and indoor market opens on Friday-Sunday)

• Saturday, Jan. 21: Closing Ceremony at 2 p.m. and 
The World’s Coolest Block Party

• Sunday, Jan. 22: MinneSnowta Nice Day 
Check out the website 

worldsnowsculptingstillwatermn.com for more 
information. This event is full for the whole 
family and would not be possible without our 
wonderful sponsors and our partnership with the 
City of Stillwater, Discover Stillwater and Explore 
Minnesota. Please check out the website to see all the 
contributors to continue to bring this free event to 
you and shine a little sunshine on Stillwater. 

If you want to be a part of it by a sponsorship, 
or volunteering please call our office or check out 
the website. There are a lot of opportunities to get 
involved. Investing in the community is a great 
way to count your blessings. Happy New Year 
and remember: There’s NO business like SNOW 
business!

Warmest Regards,

Robin Anthony, President
Greater Stillwater Chamber of Commerce

 

RANDY PAULSON | PRESS PUBLICATIONS 
I had the pleasure of seeing the Lakeshore Players’ excellent 
production of “A Christmas Story” Sunday, Dec. 4, at Hanifl 
Performing Arts Center. Seeing the show after having spoken 
with the director, production manager and cast and written 
about the show was a real treat. 
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Just 20 short minutes from Minneapolis and St. 
Paul, White Bear Lake is a community filled with 
small-town charm and big-city attractions.

explorewhitebear.org

For
more

events

in beautiful downtown
White Bear Lake!

Winter Farmers Market • January 14th

Outdoors at Normandy Park Education Center • 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Hockey Day Minnesota • January 26th - January 29th

Tickets available at www.hockeydaymn.com • 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Last Minute Shopping in Downtown White Bear Lake
Unique gifts from clothing, food & spices, home decor and more.

Enjoy some of the best dining in White Bear Lake
From coffee to a four couse meal, it’s all here for your pleasure!
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carrier for Press Publications? 
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we have the next generation of carriers 

starting their fi rst business.
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Press Publications, 4779 Bloom Ave. • White Bear Lake, MN 55110

or call 651-407-1200 and we can schedule a pick up.

Stillwater Class of 2002 donates $2,500 to mental health initiative
Members of the Stillwater Area 

High School Class of 2002 recently 
presented a check for $2,500 to The 
Partnership Plan, the education fund 
for Stillwater Area Public Schools 
and the organization behind a five-
year initiative with the school district 
addressing mental health issues 
within the education system

Over the weekend of Sept. 30-Oct. 
1, the class held its 20-year reunion.  
As the alumni gathered to reminisce, 
they challenged one another to 
help support a project to upgrade 
green rooms at all seven elementary 
schools, and specifically at Lake Elmo 
Elementary.  

Class of 2002 representative DeLissa 
Mulville stated: “The SAHS Class of 
2002 is excited to contribute to The 
Partnership Plan, based on their deep 
connection to District 834.  Our class 
feels that the green room upgrade 
project at the elementary schools is 
a wonderful cause because its focus 

is to help students explore all of their 
emotions in a positive outlet.  We 
feel fortunate that our classmates, 
collectively, were able to contribute to 
it.”  

The focus of the mental health 
initiative is to further develop 
a framework of proactive and 
responsive mental health support 
in all school settings and assure 
students’ mental health needs are 
receiving an adequate and timely 
response.  Training provided 
for educators, support staff and 
administrators will address how to 
recognize, respond to, and triage 
mental health issues at all levels.

Specific programs being undertaken 
this school year include a peer 
helper system at the high school, a 
youth frontier courage retreat for all 
seventh-graders and a commitment 
to develop and construct a dedicated 
green room at Oak Land Middle 
School and Stillwater Middle School. 

Since 1989, the Partnership Plan has 
provided innovative and enhanced 
learning opportunities to every 
classroom in the district.  Other 
recent projects include teacher 
grants for all 52 new teachers to 
District 834 this past fall, a theater 
residency program for all fifth-grade 
students, and continued support of the 
Pathways program at Stillwater Area 
High School. 

Rick Robbins, The Partnership 
Plan’s executive director 
acknowledged, “Receiving financial 
support from a group of alumni like 
this is fantastic and heartwarming.  
Once again it proves Stillwater Area 
Public Schools is doing many things 
correct: encouraging and educating 
our students to be kind, involved 
and to give back to their community.  
Thanks Class of 2002 for your gift.  I 
challenge future class reunions to 
consider doing something similar at 
their event.”

Visit www.partnershipplan.org for 
more general information.

From press release

 CONTRIBUTED

Class of 2002 representatives Ashley Reyn-
olds and DeLissa Mulville present a $2,500 
check to The Partnership Plan’s executive 
director Rick Robbins, to support its men-
tal health initiative within Stillwater Area 
Public Schools.

Meet Discover Stillwater's 
new president

BY NOELLE OLSON
SHOREVIEW PRESS EDITOR

Press Publications recently 
interviewed Discover Stillwater's new 
president, Kelly Nygaard. She has 
experience in tourism and marketing. 
She has a certificate from the 
University of Minnesota for Growing 
Tourism Leadership. She was also a 
part of the award-winning efforts for 
“Integrated Marketing and Branding” 
recognized at the 2020 Explore 

Minnesota 
Tourism 
Awards 
Ceremony.

Q: Tell us 
a little about 
yourself. 

A: I’m a 
graduate of 
the University 
of Minnesota 
- Morris, and 
have been 
working in 
my hometown 
of Faribault 

promoting tourism for many years. 
I’m excited to join the Stillwater 
community and get involved!

Q: What are you looking 
forward to in your new role as the 
president of Discover Stillwater?

A: Getting to know the community! 
It seems like such a charming place, 
with so much community pride, 
and I’m excited for the opportunity 
to promote that, while also helping 
to grow the local economy through 

tourism.
Q: What are your hobbies/what 

do you like to do outside of work?
A: I really enjoy traveling! Small 

towns, big cities, and everything in 
between, I love exploring new places. 
I catch live music any time I can and 
enjoy cheering on the Minnesota 
Twins.

Q: What do you like most about 
Stillwater?

A: What sets Stillwater apart 
from many areas is the true sense of 
community. Everyone is genuinely 
excited about where they live and 
proud of the businesses and activities 
that are here. I also love how vibrant 
the downtown is. It’s really the heart 
of the community. For both locals 
and visitors and provides a unique 
identity and asset to the area.

Q: How was your first week on 
the job?

A: My first week went really well! 
The Greater Stillwater Chamber of 
Commerce President, Robin Anthony, 
and the entire chamber staff have 
been really gracious hosts and have 
already been so helpful! They, along 
with the Tourism Specialist, Jen 
McCormick, have been tremendous 
resources in connecting me with 
people and sharing more about the 
community. I have a lot to learn, 
and new people to meet, but so far, 
everyone has been so welcoming.

Q: Anything else you would like 
to add?

A: I look forward to getting involved 
and meeting everyone!

CONTRIBUTED
Kelly Nygaard
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MUSIC & MOVEMENT WITH WENDY’S 
WIGGLE, JIGGLE & JAM
When: 10:30 and 11:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 4
Where: Stillwater Public Library, 223 
3rd St. N.
Details: Music and dance program for 
young children. Free.
Contact: 651-275-4338 or 
stillwaterlibrary.org

SHARE YOUR STORY
When: 10:30 a.m.-noon Friday, Jan. 6
Where: Hardwood Creek Library, 
19955 Forest Rd. N., Forest Lake
Details: Adults 55+ can use special 
recording equipment to record a 
story to share with family. Free; 
registration required.
Contact: 651-275-7300 or washcolib.org

STARLIGHT SNOWSHOE
When: 6-9 p.m. Friday, Jan. 6, and 
Saturday, Jan. 7
Where: St. Croix Vineyards, 6428 
Manning Ave., Stillwater
Details: Luminary-lit snowshoe 
through the vineyard followed by 
bonfires, live music, and wine and 
snacks available for purchase.
Contact: mywahooadventures.com

STORY TIME WITH FAMILY 
ACHIEVEMENT CENTER
When: 9:15-10 a.m. Monday, Jan. 9
Where: Bayport City Hall, 294 Third 
St. N.
Details: Special story time for 
children ages 2-5 to listen to a story 
centered around diversity and 
inclusion, read by speech and physical 
therapists.
Contact: washcolib.org

BUILDING WITH BRICKS
When: 4-5 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 10
Where: Stillwater Public Library, 223 
Third St. N.
Details: Kids ages 6-12 can create with 

the library’s LEGO collection. Free.
Contact: 651-275-4338 or 
stillwaterlibrary.org
TWILIGHT HIKE
When: 4-6:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 14
Where: Belwin Conservancy, 1553 
Stagecoach Trail, Afton
Details: Winter walk on the trail at 
Belwin followed by a campfire and hot 
beverages. Ages 12+. RSVP required.
Contact: belwin.org
 
GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT: A TRIBUTE 
TO THE SUPERSTAR WOMEN OF 
COUNTRY
When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 14
Where: The Phipps, 109 Locust St., 
Hudson
Details: Nine-piece band performs hits 
from Dolly, Trisha, Martina, Miranda 
and more.
Contact: thephipps.org

TRUST & ESTATE PLANNING
When:10 a.m. Monday, Jan. 16
Where: Community Thread, 2300 
Orleans St. W., Stillwater
Details: Representatives from First 
State Bank & Trust will discuss trust 
and estate planning, along with fraud 
prevention and info on the latest fraud 
scams. Free and open to all. Call to 
register.
Contact: 651-439-7434

FARE FOR ALL
When: 4-6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 17
Where: Community Thread, 2300 
Orleans St. W., Stillwater
Details: Purchase food at a deep 
discount. Free and open to the 
public through curbside delivery. No 
appointment needed.
Contact: fareforall.org

WORLD SNOW SCULPTING 
CHAMPIONSHIP OPENING 
CEREMONY
When: 4:30-7 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 18
Where: JX Event Venue, 123 2nd St. N., 
Stillwater
Details: Contest opens with Olympic-
style fanfare. Get a behind-the-scenes 
look at the event and mingle with the 
teams, sponsors, elected officials, and 
others involved with the event. Tickets 
include dinner and live entertainment.
Contact: greaterstillwaterchamber.
com

WORLD SNOW SCULPTING 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
When:  Jan. 18-22
Where: Lowell Park, Stillwater
Details: Teams from around the world 
compete for the World Champion title. 
Social events and activities for the 
whole family.
Contact: 
worldsnowsculptingstillwatermn.com

PAGE-TO-STAGE STORYTIME
When: 10:30-11:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 
21
Where: Hardwood Creek Library, 
19955 Forest Rd. N., Forest Lake
Details: Visiting performers 
from Children’s Performing Arts 
share scenes from their upcoming 
production is a program for all ages.
Contact: 651-275-7300 or washcolib.org

HOCKEY DAY MN 2023
When: Jan. 26-29
Where: Polar Lakes Park, 1280 
Hammond rd., White Bear Township
Details: Weekend of frozen fun with 
outdoor hockey games including 
Stillwater and Forest Lake high school 
teams, outdoor concerts and activities 
all weekend. See the schedule of games 
and events online.
Contact: hockeydaymn.com

NSSR SWEETHEART CHALLENGE
When: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 28
Where: Forest Lake, near city access
Details: National Straightline 
Snowmobile Racing event features 
competition in over 40 classes.
Contact: racenssr.com

DEEP NORTH SKALLY LINE
When: 10:30-11:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 
28
Where: Hardwood Creek Library, 
19955 Forest Rd. N., Forest Lake
Details: All ages show with string-
band blues, Appalachian ballads, early 
country and bluegrass, and Tin Pan 
Alley music.
Contact: 651-275-7300 or washcolib.org

WINTER FESTIVAL
When: 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 28
Where: Wildlife Science Center, 22830 
Sunrise Rd. NE, Stacy
Details: Learn about dogsledding and 
meet mushers and their teams. Demos, 
dog sled rides, campfires, food trucks, 
beer and other vendors.
Contact: wildlifesciencecenter.org

SNOWSHOE TOUR OF FRANCONIA
When: 1-2:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 28
Where: Franconia Sculpture Park, the 
intersection of highways 95 & 8
Details: Guided tour of the park 
followed by hot chocolate and 
cider around the fire pit. Includes 
snowshoeing how-to and history 
lesson. Registration required.
Contact: franconia.org

“MARY POPPINS, JR”
When: 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 31; 
7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 3 & 10; 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 4 & 11; 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 5 & 12
Where: Forest Lake High School
Details: Children’s Performing Arts 
actors perform the classic musical.
Contact: childrensperformingartsmn.
org

THE OLDER THE BETTER VINTAGE 
SLED EVENT
When: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 4
Where: Blacksmith Lounge, 17205 N. 
Forest Blvd., Hugo
Details: Trophies awarded for vintage 
and restored snowmobiles. Sled ride 
weather permitting.
Contact: Stillwater Snowmobile Club 
Facebook page

MIDWINTER FAMILY FUN
When: 5-7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 4
Where: Belwin Conservancy, 1553 
Stagecoach Trail S., Afton
Details: Free family-friendly event 
featuring guided hikes, stargazing 
with the Minnesota Astronomical 
Society using a large refractive 
telescope, and s’mores around the 
campfires.
Contact: belwin.org

ONGOING EVENTS
WATER STREET INN’S WINTER 
RIVER-SIDE ICE SKATING RINK
When: 8 a.m.-10 p.m. daily Jan. 6-Feb. 6
Where:  Water Street Inn, 101 Water 
St. S.
Details: Free skating for all ages in 
downtown Stillwater. Bring your own 
skates. Schedule is subject to change.
Contact: 651-439-6000 or 
discoverstillwater.com

WINERY WONDERLAND AT 7 VINES 
VINEYARD
When: 5:30-9 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays, Jan. 13-Feb. 18
Where: 7 Vines Vineyard, 1010 
Highway 96 E, Dellwood
Details: Candlelit snowshoe through 
the vineyard, live music, s’mores and 
mulled wine. Tickets are available 
online.
Contact: mywahooadventures.com

CONTRIBUTED
Four men enjoy a ride in a vintage snowmobile at last year’s The Older the Better Vintage Sled event in Hugo.



JANUARY 2023   THE LOWDOWN   7
www.presspubs.com

4941 Long Avenue, White Bear Lake
lakeshoreplayers.org | 651.478.7427

4941 Long Avenue, White Bear Lake
childrensperformingartsmn.org | 651.336.8613 76

0
62

34971 Long Avenue, White Bear Lake
whitebeararts.org | 651.407.0597

WHITE BEAR LAKE | AVENUE OF THE ARTS

CONTRIBUTED
Hugo resident and Washington County Commissioner Fran 
Miron watches over contestants on “The Bachelorette” 
reality TV show. A portion of the 18th season was filmed on 
Miron’s farm.

CONTRIBUTED
Three Bolton & Menk team members brace for impact at the 
Winter Plunge. The 2022 iteration of the annual freeze-fest 
took place Feb. 19 at Lakeside Memorial Park in Forest Lake.

CONTRIBUTED
Steel Magnolias cast and crew members, from left, Ethan 
Nienaber (director), Lauren Rosemurgy, Rachel Lexvold, 
Joleen Meyer, Dan Brabee (stage manager), Kati Hoehl 
(assistant director), Renee Leeson and Denise Meyer gather 
for a group photo during a rehearsal break at Forest Lake 
Elementary School.

CONTRIBUTED
Building renovations at the Bayport Library got underway in 
August. 

CONTRIBUTED
North Carolina artist Hitomi Shibata was one of over 60 pot-
ters whose work was featured in the 30th Annual St. Croix 
Valley Pottery Tour. CONTRIBUTED

The Tot Boss was one of 35 food trucks from the Midwest 
that congregated at the Food Truck Extravaganza in June at 
the Washington County Fairgrounds.

CONTRIBUTED
Washington County Conservation Manager Dan MacSwain 
feeds a little snack to a gaggle of goats. The county brings in 
a herd of about 240 goats to nibble on county park flora to 
promote plant diversity.

CONTRIBUTED
Clayton assists EMS, fire and police personnel in teaching 
the public about emergency services. The friendly yellow Lab 
began a new job in 2022 as M Health Fairview’s facility dog.

CONTRIBUTED
Bayport citizens of a long-gone era line up for a beach day on 
the St. Croix. The city marked its 100th anniversary in 2022.

CONTRIBUTED
Ghost tour guide Linda Lee takes her tour group around Still-
water to see the town’s spooky sights.

CONTRIBUTED
Laura Hammer, Ray Bruhn, Louie Bruhn and Justin Bruhn 
strike a pose in their costumes. Louie was awarded second 
place for his costume at the Franc ‘N’ Stein Halloween and 
Octoberfest celebration in Franconia Sculpture Park. 

CONTRIBUTED
The second annual Miracle at Big Rock got underway Nov. 25 
and ran through Jan. 1, 2023, in St. Croix Falls, Wisconsin. An 
assortment of holiday activities kept families entertained 
during the seven-day-a-week spectacle.

2022Year in Review
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Daniel Ivan Nelson 
U.S. Army 

Private 
1st Class

Chalie Lundgren
U.S. Army

Staff Sergeant
E6 Fort Jackson

Muriel Stine 
U.S. Navy

Machinist Mate 
WWII

Lester Nelson 
U.S. Army

 Private 1st Class

Peter Laramy       
U.S. Air Force
Staff Sergeant 

 Retired 

Carisa Andersen 
National Guard

David Conde
U.S. Marine 

CPL 
E-4

Clement Stine 
U.S. Army 

Rand TEC 4 
WWII

Katie Schulz
U.S. Navy 

Commander

Abby White 
U.S. Navy

Commander

Paul V. 
Jacobson 

U.S. Marines 
Master Sergeant

WWII, Korean 
War

Priest Knox
U.S. Navy
Lieutenant

WWII, Korean 
War

Myron Lee 
Nelson

Army Radio 
Teletype 
Operator

Frank Iannazzo
U.S. Navy 1943-

46
Machinist’s Mate 

3rd Class
WWII, Essex CV-9,

Pacific

Elmer Pedersen 
U.S. Army 

David Juutilainen 
U.S. Marines 

Donald F. Nelson
U.S. Army   

CPL
Korea

Honoring Our HeroesHonoring Our Heroes Honoring Our HeroesHonoring Our Heroes

Kenneth 
Joachim 
U.S. Army 

34th Red Bulls 
WWII

Expect more... the Madores!

Kathy Madore 
(651) 592-4444
kathymadore@edinarealty.com

Lisa Madore 
(651) 216-1335
lisamadore@edinarealty.com

www.TheMadores.edinarealty.com

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO!

76
0

28
5

Thank You for Thank You for 
Your Service!Your Service!

651.464.2082651.464.2082
www.olsonsinthepink.com

76
0

29
0

Thank you so 
much for

your service!

86 Mahtomedi Ave., 
Suite B

651-888-4111
www.roelofsagency.com 
brian@roelofsagency.com

Brian RoelofsAuto • Home • Life • BusinessAuto • Home • Life • Business

76
0

28
4

Proudly Representing 
Over 50 

Insurance Companies

651-483-4055

WHY CHOOSE US?WHY CHOOSE US?
Family owned and operated since 1975 (almost 48 years)Family owned and operated since 1975 (almost 48 years)

Certified Expert TechniciansCertified Expert Technicians
Lifetime WarrantyLifetime Warranty

Collision & Mechanical ServicesCollision & Mechanical Services
Hail Damage SpecialistsHail Damage Specialists

www.fairwaycollisioncenter.comwww.fairwaycollisioncenter.com
125 E. Cty Rd. F • Vadnais Heights, 55127125 E. Cty Rd. F • Vadnais Heights, 55127

WE WE 
SUPPORT SUPPORT 

OUR OUR 
TROOPS!TROOPS!

F
collision 
a airw Y

and automotive

76
0

21
5

American Legion Post 168
2210 3rd St. WBL, MN | (651) 429-5770

HONORING OUR HEROES!HONORING OUR HEROES!

76
0

27
6

651-426-4944 
4496 Lake Avenue South, 

White Bear Lake

VFW Post 1782VFW Post 1782

We Salute We Salute 

Our TroopsOur Troops 76
0

28
2
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Wayne Dirksen
Army Air Corp 
Flight Officer 

WWII

William Hart 
U.S. Army 

Staff Sergeant 
 Korea-Vietnam

 William 
Burrows
Navy CPO 

Midway Island

Terry DuRei
Air Force Security 

Squad

Ray Bean 
U.S. Navy

Quartermaster
 7th fleet WWII

Rose Polga 
Bayuk

U. S. Army Nurse 
Corps

1st Lieutenant
WWII

Jerry Briggs
U. S. Army

E-3
Korea

Eric Neutkens
U.S. Army 

Major
Ft. Sam 

Houston, Texas

Ray J Hall
U.S. Army 
Private First 

Class
2nd Division, 
23rd Infantry, 
Company F

France Germany
August 1919

Harold R
 Wilcox Sr.

Army
Tec 5
WWII

Gary Wilcox
Army 

Sgt E-5 
Vietnam War 

Francis J. Wald  
U.S. Army 

WWII

Ron 
Radermacher

U.S. Army

Honoring Our HeroesHonoring Our Heroes Honoring Our HeroesHonoring Our Heroes

Donald F. 
Nelson 

U.S. Army 
CPL 

Richard (Dick) 
Boden

U.S. Army
1st Armored Division 
Fort Hood Korean War 

April 1951 - April 
1953

Mark Evers
U.S. Marines 

Joseph King
U.S. Army

 Major
Stationed in 

Sacramento, CA.
Afghanistan, 
South Korea, 

U.S.

Russ Johnson
U.S. Army 
veteran 9th 
engineering 

Battalion
Served in 
Germany 

Roger 
Zarembinski

 Navy
TDE-5

NasGvosse Isle

Thomas Wheeler 
U.S. Army and 

Navy
Vietnam War 

Veteran
Served 23 years 

Bill Morris 
U.S. Army

82nd airborne

James M. 
Osterbauer 

U.S. Navy 1942-
45

Navy Reserves 
WWII

Mark Evers
U.S. Army 
veteran 3rd 

armored division
Served in 
Germany 

4790 Banning Avenue • Downtown White Bear Lake 
651-653-7326 • www.wblrealty.com 

Blessings 
to all who 

are Serving 
or have 
Served!  James Sanchez

Broker-owner 
25 years experience

76
0

26
8

White Bear Lake Realty

72
40

1321438 FOREST BLVD. N, FOREST LAKE • 651-464-4540 • 651-464-3014

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SERVICE!

76
0

29
3651-483-4055

WHY CHOOSE US?WHY CHOOSE US?
Family owned and operated since 1975 (almost 48 years)Family owned and operated since 1975 (almost 48 years)

Certified Expert TechniciansCertified Expert Technicians
Lifetime WarrantyLifetime Warranty

Collision & Mechanical ServicesCollision & Mechanical Services
Hail Damage SpecialistsHail Damage Specialists

www.fairwaycollisioncenter.comwww.fairwaycollisioncenter.com
125 E. Cty Rd. F • Vadnais Heights, 55127125 E. Cty Rd. F • Vadnais Heights, 55127

WE WE 
SUPPORT SUPPORT 

OUR OUR 
TROOPS!TROOPS!

F
collision 
a airw Y

and automotive

76
0

21
5

Thank You for Our Freedoms
to all past, present and future military

76
0

10
5

Hugo American Legion Post 620 // 5383 140th Street N Hugo, MN 55038

651-255-1432
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OFFER OF THE MONTH
For more Savings, go to kennedytransmission.com

Transmission Experts & Total Car Care

1079 W Broadway Ave, Forest Lake, MN
(651) 466-2111

KENNEDY
TRANSMISSION
BRAKE & AUTO SERVICE

76
0

24
4

Offer valid on most vehicles. Filter extra if needed. Shop sup-
plies, environmental fees, & tax are extra. Synthetic or special 
fluids are also extra. Must present coupon at time of service. 

Not valid with other discounts..
Expires 1/31/23

$30 Off
Transmission  
Maintenance  
Service

WE’RE THE
TRANSMISSION 

EXPERTS!

STILLWATER MAP
LEARN ABOUT THE STORE

LOLITO CANTINA
(new location open 
January 2023)

Where: 243 Main Street S.
Stillwater, MN 65082
Website: www.
lolitostillwater.com/

2

MEDIAMAZING 
“CREATOR STUDIO”

Where: 421 Main Street S.
Stillwater, MN 55082
Website: www.
mediamazing.net

3

WHATNOT BOUTIQUE

Where: 223 Main Street 
S., Stillwater, MN 55082
Website: 
whatnotboutique.com

1

PANCHEROS

Where: 1820 Market Drive 
B, Stillwater, MN 55082
Website: www.pancheros.
com

4

36

95

36

1  About Us | Whatnot Boutique
NEW LOCATION FOR THIS AWARD-WINNING 
BOUTIQUE. This location is open seven days 
a week at 223 Main St. S. This is a local and 
tourist favorite with something for everyone: 
Clothing - Jewelry - Kids - Mens. We have an 
awesome crew with exceptional customer 
service!

2  About Us | Lolito Cantina
Lolito focuses on locality, freshness and 
sustainability through the use of popular 
Yucatecan ingredients and techniques of 
smoked meats, citrus, habanero, garlic, fresh 
fish and spices such as achiote.

3   About Us | Mediamazing “Creator Studio”
On Jan. 13, Mediamazing will hold a grand 
opening for its new “Creator Studio”! This space 
will be open to anyone in need of a creative 
space for audio, photography and videography. 

4   About Us | Pancheros
Better Built Burritos. Fresh-pressed tortillas. 
The finest ingredients. Perfectly mixed bites. 
Standing tall as they are proud, tasty as they 
are sturdy. Standing boldly above their lesser-
built burrito peers. 

Do you know of  a new business in the area? Tell us! 
Email us at lowdownnews@presspubs.com

Forest Lake nonprofit gives blankets of hope to those in need 
BY RANDY PAULSON

STAFF WRITER

At the time, Bonnie Vidlund didn’t 
know that a 2015 encounter with 
homeless people in San Francisco 
would propel her to launch a nonprofit 
dedicated to providing blankets to 
those in need.

According to the Forest Lake 
woman, however, it’s all been God’s 
doing.

Bonnie is the founder and executive 
director of Covered with Christ, 
which obtained nonprofit status in 
2020. However, the ministry has been 
blanketing people of all walks of life 
with verses from Psalm 91 since 2016.

 “I've been involved with lots of 
organizations, either volunteering 
or supporting, but I felt like God 
was leading me in a bigger way so I 
just really continued to pray,” said 
Vidlund, who runs Covered with 
Christ from her home. “Then at 
the end of 2015, God sent me to the 
streets.”

She was visiting the California 
metropolis with her husband, Bob, 
who was on a business trip. Bonnie 
had a day to herself, which she used 
to explore the city. She recalled 
connecting with people in need at 
coffee shops, where she bought them 
food and drinks while hearing their 
stories.

On one occasion, she spotted a 
homeless man outside the shop 
window who appeared cold to 
Vidlund. That was the moment she 
said God answered her longtime 
prayer of how she could better serve 
Him: Make a blanket with His word 
on it as large as possible and give it to 

others.
Bonnie used connections with 

her job as a promotional products 
distributor to contact a blanket 
supplier that would imprint a large, 
custom design. She was initially 
stumped when it came to choosing 
a Bible verse for the design, but a 
conversation with a friend of hers 
eventually led her to Psalm 91.

The first and fourth verses from 
that passage stood out to her and 
became the text for the blanket: “He 
who dwells in the shelter of the Most 
High will rest in the shadow of the 
Almighty (...) He will cover you with 
His feathers and under His wings you 
will find refuge. His faithfulness will 
be your shield and rampart.”

The design also included an image 
of an eagle in flight and would later 
feature the organization’s name and 
website address.

Bonnie ordered a bulk shipment 
of blankets but then was faced with 
her next dilemma: She was just one 
person but had 1,000 blankets to 
distribute.

She enlisted help from organizations 
she and her husband were already 
part of or supported. That’s how 
she partnered with Covered with 
Christ’s first collaborator, Inner 
City Cru, which is an offshoot of the 
parachurch Christian nonprofit, Cru.

Bonnie met with someone from 
Inner City Cru, who then had her 
meet with the organization’s regional 
manager who was visiting from New 
York.

“He came in and he held open the 
blanket and he said, ‘We've been 
praying for a blanket like this.’ 
Because the blanket that they were 
using, they could no longer get,” 

Bonnie said.
She shared 1,000 blankets with 

Inner City Cru, which dispersed the 
coverings as part of its outreach to 
homeless people.

“Then their ministry partners 
started calling me directly and 
asking for more blankets. That's when 
I realized that it was more for just 
people in homelessness,” Bonnie said.

Covered with Christ’s number of 
mission partners has since ballooned 
to more than 40 and includes military 
veteran ministries, Native American 
reservations, domestic abuse housing 
centers, addiction treatment centers, 
senior living facilities and more.

The blanket’s design remains 
the same no matter its destination, 
though it’s taken on multiple names 
depending on the setting.

For instance, it’s referred to as 
the “Hope Blanket” because of the 
message of hope it provides to its 
hurting recipients. Because of the 
importance of eagles to many Native 
American tribal communities, 
Bonnie’s mission partners at 
reservations often refer to the blanket 
as the “Eagle Blanket.” Veterans 
organizations meanwhile nicknamed 
it the “Honor Blanket” because of 
how it’s given as a way to honor the 
service of the military personnel who 
receive it.

Covered with Christ has shipped 
blankets to several other states such 
as South Dakota, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Texas and Wisconsin. 
Some blankets have even gone to 
Mexico, and Bonnie is working to 
send others to Uganda. The text 
for those blankets is respectively 

CONTRIBUTED
A bundle of Covered with Christ’s blankets sit 
ready to be packed up. Each one has a card of 
encouragement for its recipient.

SEE BLANKETS OF HOPE, PAGE 14 

CONTRIBUTED
A trio of people from Inner City Cru unload 
boxes of Covered with Christ blankets from 
a truck. The parachurch organization is one 
of several mission partners of Covered with 
Christ.
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Open an account online 
at rcu.org/TheExtraMile

800-341-9911    Insured by NCUA SARAH & RILEY ELLEFSON 
ROYAL CREDIT UNION MEMBERS

CHECKING ACCOUNTS 
THAT GO THE DISTANCE
Endless Ways To Bank, 
Save & Spend!

76
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Larsen staying on Commu-
nity Development Agency 
Board

Peg Larsen will continue to serve 
on the Community Development 
Agency Board for a second term as 
the District 3 representative after 
the Washington County Board 
of Commissioners made the re-
appointment Dec. 13.

Her current term will begin Jan. 1, 
2023, and expire Dec. 31, 2025.

County Board talks tax incre-
ment financing district

The Washington County Board of 
Commissioners approved comments 
on Dec. 13 on a tax increment 
financing district in St. Paul Park.

The City of St. Paul Park has 
set a public hearing for Dec. 19 to 
consider the creation of a new tax 
increment financing (TIF) district 
for a 13-acre new construction 
residential development consisting 
of 26 single-family rental homes and 
five two-story apartment buildings 
with 24 rental homes in each. The 
number of residences planned is 146, 
of which at least 20% of the units 
shall be available for rent by persons 
whose incomes do not exceed 50% of 
areawide median family income, as 
adjusted for family size.

By law, the city must provide a 
30-day notice to the county and the 
county may provide comments to 
the city to be included in the public 
record of the public hearing. County 
staff reviewed the plan and a draft 
comment letter was prepared for the 
board's consideration.

In the comment letter, the county 
expressed its support for the housing 
project as being consistent with the 
County Board’s goals through the 
Community Development Agency to 

support the efforts of cities within 
the county to increase access to 
affordable housing options for 
residents.

County will continue to work 
with Canvas Health

Washington County will continue to 
work with Canvas Health to provide 
services to county residents for the 
next six months, after the County 
Board approved the extension of the 
agency’s contract on Dec. 13.

The board approved an agreement 
in the amount of $619,981.17 to extend 
the contract with the agency through 
June 30, 2023.

Washington County is in the 
process of issuing a Request for 
Proposal for these services. The new 
contract resulting from this proposal 
will begin July 1, 2023.

Canvas Health provides services 
to children, adolescents, adults, 
elderly individuals, and families who 
struggle with aging, crises, chemical 
and mental health, and domestic and 
sexual abuse.

Washington County has contracted 
with Canvas Health for many years 
to provide many state-mandated 
mental health services and other 
services to county residents, with the 
majority of services falling under this 
contract. These services include adult 
psychiatry, crisis clinic psychiatry 
services, outpatient mental health 
services, psychological and parenting 
evaluation services, abuse and 
recovery services, case management 
for children diagnosed as Seriously 
Emotionally Disturbed, and family-
based treatment services.

 

COUNTY BRIEFS

SEE COUNTY BRIEFS, PAGE 14
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PHONE: 651-407-1250 | EMAIL: classified@presspubs.com

CLASSIFIEDS
• Employment • Employment • Employment • Employment •

Press Publications suggests that you be aware of advertisers requesting payment for shipping merchandise. Confirm and verify all contact resources prior to sending any money. Take caution when responding to text messages that are not local numbers.

DEADLINE FOR 

• CLASSIFIED LINE ADS  
 MONDAY 9:00AM

• DISPLAY ADS  
FRIDAY NOON

651-407-1250
classified@presspubs.com

(Earlier deadlines for Holidays)

THURSDAY 4 PM

THURSDAY 4 PM

104
Hauling/Moving

358
Firewood

367
Sporting Goods

451
Rentals/

Commercial
Hugo 1 Bdrm+ Garage
N/Smoking, N/Pets
$760/m 651-260-6546

DryOak 8'x4'x16”$150
delivr'd 651/982-1672

EQUAL  HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY, all
real estate advertising
in  this  newspaper  is
subject  to  the  Fair
Housing  Act  which
makes it illegal  to ad-
vertise  “any  prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination  based  on
race,  color,  religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national ori-
gin, or an intention, to
make any such prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination.”  Familial
status  includes  chil-
dren under the age of
18  living with  parents
or  legal  custodians;
pregnant  women  and
people  securing  cus-
tody of children under
18.  This  newspaper
will  not knowingly  ac-
cept  any  advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
Our readers are here-
by  informed  that  all
dwellings  advertised
in this  newspaper are
available on an equal
opportunity  basis.  To
complain  of  discrimi-
nation  call  HUD  toll
free:  1-800-669-9777.
The  toll-free  number
for hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275. 

Roller  Blades,  1  pr
Girls  size  10,  1  pr
Boys  size  10.  $25
each – 715-410-6293

Skateboards – set of 3
$25 – 715-410-6293

Scrap metal
 appliance pick up

651-329-0815

“ A cut above the rest”
ASSOCIATIONASSOCIATION
MAINTENANCEMAINTENANCE
LLCLLC

ASSOCIATION
MAINTENANCE
LLC

Shoreview, MN 

$19-$30 per hour Paid within 3 days 
*Bonus program for season long commitment!

(651)
490-9755

SNOW REMOVAL
PT Flex Positions for men & women 

No. Sub. Locations 

amilawn@aol.com

Call Bill! NOW 
HIRING 

DRIVERS
 

Guaranteed 
minimum salary 

up to $20 per hour 
depending on shift

651-653-9845
4687 Bald Eagle 
Ave., WBL 55110

PARTS RUNNER - SHOP HELPER

Go to our 
website to apply, 
www.eamservice.com 
or call (651) 786-4463

IMMEDIATE - Full-Time employment opportunity 
with great benefits for a parts runner / shop helper 
at our Lino Lakes facility.DAYTIME HOURS - 
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS Emergency Apparatus 
Maintenance, Inc provides full service and 
repair of fire apparatus, ambulances and other 
emergency vehicles. Due to our rapid growth and 
expansion we are looking for professional, reliable 
parts runner and shop helper to join our team.
Job Requirements: Pre-employment physical 
and drug screen required. Good driving record. 
Must have a Class B CDL license.
Excellent Benefits: medical/dental/life insurance, 
Holiday/Vacation pay and a HUGE retirement 
plan. Also, uniforms provided.

Administrative Assistant
Part Time, Mon. & Tues., 7:55am-4:00pm

Press Publications publishes 6 community newspapers, magazines 
and coupon books, serving White Bear Lake and surrounding commu-

nities.  Our publications brings news of  school events, government, 
business, politics, and social events to local residents. 

Desired Skills & Experience:
High school diploma required. 

Ability to interact well with a broad base of internal and external cli-
ents, both in person, telephone and written communication. Reliable, 
responsible, and dependable in fulfilling obligations.Strong attention 

to detail and the ability to organize, prioritize, and multi task effec-
tively. User of Microsoft Office suite: Word, Excel, PowerPoint,  as well 

as Microsoft Office.

Now Hiring

Please send resume to:
4779 Bloom Avenue

White Bear Lake, MN 55110
or email resume to: ppinfo@presspubs.com

Collection Inventory Specialists 
FULL TIME

The White Bear Lake Area Historical 
Society seeks two Collection Inventory 
Specialists (CIS) to inventory the Society’s 
3D object collection. For full position 
description and qualifications, please 
visit whitebearhistory.org. This is a grant 
funded, temporary, project position with a 
scheduled ending date of November 30, 
2023. $19/hour, average of 35 hours/week.  

Please submit your resume and cover 
letter to Sara Hanson, Executive Director, 
WBLAHS, sara@whitebearhistory.org or 
PO Box 10543, White Bear Lake, MN 55110. 

Applications will be considered 
through January 13, 2023.

If you enjoy meeting people, solving problems and helping 
businesses grow, this may be the perfect opportunity for you. Press 
Publications seeks an organized and creative professional multimedia 
rep to promote and market the business community through our 
products in print and digital. Sales experience is helpful but training 
is provided to the candidate who shows the willingness to learn and 
grow in a fast-paced marketplace.

PRESS PUBLICATIONS IS SEEKING A
MULTIMEDIA REPRESENTATIVE

SEND YOUR RESUME TO PATTY STEELE 
AT MARKETING@PRESSPUBS.COM 

OR CALL 651-407-1213

3-5 days/wk
Must be

thorough cleaner!
Maids of 

White Bear
651-247-2807

House-
cleaners 
Needed!

Up to $18/hr

Classifi ed
line ads
run in all
weekly
Press

papers

presspubs.com

Check the employment section in the 
Classifi eds to see who’s hiring!

Job Searching?Job Searching?
Job Searching?

www.presspubs.com/classifi eds/
651-407-1250

classifi ed@presspubs.com

PET SERVICE DIRECTORY  

MAK E EVERY  DAY  Pawesome!Pawesome!

\

PET SERVICE DIRECTORY  

MAK E EVERY  DAY  Pawesome!Pawesome!

\

Call one of our Certified 
Master Groomers at

Day 
& Eve 
Appts.WWW.PETSTYLESMN.COM

 | petstylesgrooming | petstylesgrooming
  | petstylesgrooming| petstylesgrooming

143 North Lake Street, Forest Lake

651-464-6996651-464-6996

HAPPY NEW YEAR!HAPPY NEW YEAR!
  100% dedicated to your 100% dedicated to your pet’s pet’s 

grooming in a cozy, grooming in a cozy, intimate pet spa, intimate pet spa, 
not a big not a big box store!box store!

Check out our social Check out our social 
media to see all of our media to see all of our 

happy clients!happy clients!
Nail Trims by Nail Trims by 

appointment onlyappointment only

PETSTYLESPETSTYLES
Grooming SalonGrooming Salon

Award Winning Pet Grooming!

Forest Lake’s original Forest Lake’s original 
grooming shop since 1989.grooming shop since 1989.

2015-2020 2017-2021

2022

of the Press
The Citizen

Personal Touch Pet Grooming
“When Quality and Service Matter”

763 784-4833
TDD 784-0662

Dial 711 for Relay Assistance
Deb Molin

Certified Master Groomer
200 Marian Ct., Circle Pines, MN 55014

Since  
1989

PET SERVICE DIRECTORY

612-807-7850
www.mjthecrittersitter.com

MJ The Critter Sitter
Professional Pet Sitting & Dog Walking Services

Owned & Operated by a Veterinary Technician  
with 20 years experience in animal care

- Insured & Bonded
- Veterinarian Recommended

 -References available

We’ve been keeping pets happy and             
comfortable at home since 2009

A nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
all volunteer
dog and cat 

rescue organization

[Think GREENGREEN]
If  every person takes one 
small step toward being 

more conscientious of  the 
environment, the collective effort 

will change the planet.

READ 
REUSE
RECYCLE



JANUARY 2023   THE LOWDOWN   13
www.presspubs.com

LORENZ DRYWALL
• CHANGING CEILINGS OVER 

TO KNOCK DOWNS
• TAPING • SPRAYING 

• ADDITIONS • BASEMENTS 
• NEW HOMES • GARAGES
No job too small!
Kerry    651-653-9021
(Cell)     651-271-4221

DRYWALL

Wolf Bros. Drywall Co.
Total Drywall Services

Residential/Commercial
New Const & Basement Finishes

Family Owned & Operated

 Forest Lake

Insured
CALL LEE

(651) 428-0229

40 yrs • Since 1979

DRYWALL/PLASTER 

ELECTRIC

New Construction/Remodel
Residential Commercial

Competitive Rates

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

651-307-6502

                                  

 
Furnace & A/C 

Installations and Service 
Licensed,  Bonded  

& Insured 
651.426.4233   cphvac.net 

HEATING & COOLING

    

 

• Interior only • Wallpapering  
• Stain & Varnish

• Painting of Home Furnishings  
(furniture, cabinets, mirrors,
light fixtures, frames, etc.)

www.LDMarshallPainting.com
Free Estimates • Established 1987

L D MARSHALL
PAINTING

Scott or Linda  •  651-426-9135 (office)

PAINTING

Specializing in: 
• Cabinet Enameling
• Interior Painting and Exterior 
Painting.
• Hardboard Painting (Hardie 
Plank and LP)
• Texture Removal/Repair

CALL US FOR A FREE PROPOSAL  
651-336-0561

16 years in business servicing the 
North East Metro. Discounts for 
Veterans and Senior Citizens. 
Warrantied work done by insured 
Employees. Google and Angies List 
reviewed for more than 10 years 
(see our reviews online)

www.completecustompaint.com

J & G Home Interiors
Residential/Commercial Painting Specialists
24 years in business

We do: interior painting, stain and 
varnishing, Ceiling conversion to knock 

down, drywall repair.
Insured & Bonded

FREE ESTIMATES
10% OFF ANY 
JOB WITH AD

Scott – 651-426-0288

Honest Work for Honest Pay
651-270-7360

Reasonable Rates
- all jokes and laughs are free

Servicing All Major Appliance Brands
Major Credit Cards Accepted

APPLIANCE REPAIR

AUTO SERVICE

• Auto Repair • Oil Lube & Filter Service
20 Years of experience serving White Bear Lake

 & Centerville - Friendly, Honest Service

651.226.4235
Monday - Friday 8 am - 6 pm

7137 20th Avenue North - Centerville
www.facebook.com/vermauto

HUGE SAVINGS!
Lic. #20060261

651-257-4706
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

• Design
• Bath Repair
• Remodeling
• Tub Surrounds
• Free Estimates

Bathrooms by

BATHROOMS

Schneider 
Custom 

Woodworks

Custom 
CABINETRY!

Free Estimates & Callbacks
within 24 hours

schneidercustomwoodwork.com
651-213-6638

Commercial & Residential

CUSTOM WOODWORKS

CARPENTRY

CLEANING

Household Waste
Construction Debris

Appliances
Furniture

651-323-4682

651-746-4582
www.northlandlandscape.com

Bonded Insured • Lic #BC638094

Custom Decks/Footing Repair
Screen Rooms/Additions
Garages/Roofi ng/Siding
Aluminum/Glass/Cable Railings
All Repairs Call Us for

WINTER
SPECIALS

DECKS

PaintingPro Pro
Liv ing Colors

•  Professional, Residential 
House Painting

•  35 Years Experience
•  Interior & Exterior

•  Kind, Respectful Service
CONTACT RICHARD

612-394-8978

• Drain Cleaning 
• Hot Water Heating
• Hot Water Heaters & Disposal
• Well Pump Service
• New Construction • Remodeling 

Lic. #005402Tom Thill 651-433-4866

PLUMBING

PROFESSIONAL SOLUTIONS FOR EVERYDAY PROBLEMS

(952)222-7673
puremechcorp.com

Plumbing
-Remodel to new construction 
-In-floor Heating
-Tankless Water Heaters

Emergency 
Service 24/7

white bear

plumbing inc.
ResidentIal
CommercIal

(651) 426-6000
www.whitebear
plumbing.com

Lic #686889

REMODELING

 

24 years and going strong!
Interior/Exterior Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATES
Bill 651-775-8396

www.allaroundremodeling.com
Insured • Bonded • License# BC637741

• Roofing/Siding

• Bathrooms

• Basements
• Major/Minor 
  Remodeling

• Doors/Windows
• Garages

• Kitchens

• Additions

TIME TO REMODEL?
Kitchen / Bathroom
Basement / Deck

Check out our Models 
for design ideas.  

*1 yr financing option available*
SHERCO CONSTRUCTION
651-888-4138

License # BC627690

Quality Home Building and RemodelingQuality Home Building and Remodeling

Room Additions • Kitchens
Basements • Decks

All Remodeling
For more info visit

KOlsonconstruct.com
Lic. #BC-516217

612-868-6837

WM Hayes Roofing &
ReModeling, llC

Call 651-429-2682
Roofing • Siding • Remodeling

www.wmhayesconstruction.com

MN License 
#BC002810

Locally owned since 1972

APPLEWOOD 
BUILDERS

applewo o dre modelers.com
61 2.670.70 04

3
Peace, joy & Home

M N  L I C #  B C 0 0 3 2 1 5

BATHROOMS ~ KITCHENS
BASEMENTS  ~ TILES

651-238-6751
NorconHomes.com
Locally Owned Since 1994

Insured / Lic #BC105943

Twin Cities Premier 
Home Improvement Company

ALL REMODELING

ROOFING

651-407-1987

“Your Local Exterior Specialists”

MN Lic.# BC223025

Residential - Hardie Plank

Roofing  Siding  Windows
Gutters  Fascia & Soffit

 

“THE LEAKS STOP HERE”

Leaky Roof?

763-742-7500

over 40 years experience
Full Service Contractor

bettersol.com

MN Lic. BC639211

“THE LEAKS STOP HERE”

Leaky Roof?

763-742-7500

over 40 years experience
Full Service Contractor

bettersol.com

MN Lic. BC639211

• Roofing • Siding • Repairs  
• Windows • Doors • & More

Leaky Roof?

Ice Dam & 
Snow Removal

ROOFING/SIDING

TREE SERVICE

Snow Removal

(651) 775-8602

• Rooftop & Vent clearing 
• Driveway & Sidewalks
• Small parking areas

Lic/Ins • Free Estimates • Senior/Veteran discount 
CameronTree & Snow Removal

651-426-8660

Tree Removal
Tree Trimming

Snowplowing now!

Stump Removal

Sign up for

Quality Work • Reasonable Rates

GENE’S TREE SERVICE 
& STUMP GRINDING

Licensed/Insured • Free Estimates

Call Today! 763-785-1629

Meet Your Specialist

We take our construction projects seriously. Wm Hayes Construction LLC was established 
in 1971. Our staff is highly qualified and dedicated. We work hard to make sure that our 

customers get exactly the kind of roof they need.

Wm Hayes also has the ability to solve water intrusion problems, including roofing,  
stucco, siding, and windows.

Owner William Hayes makes it a point to supervise each job site and discuss any questions 
or concerns with the client. We want to provide each of our clients with a superior roof.

If you’d like a free estimate for a new roof, or repair, please call us at (651) 429-2682. 
Remember, preventative measure can save lots of money and problems in the future.

See our ad under Roofing

CALL   A   SPECIALIST

Roofing Siding Windows
651-287-3720

REMODELING

Roofing • Siding • Windows

(763) 315-3911

License # BC545108

4105 85th Avenue N. Brooklyn Park, MN 

allamericanrestorationllc.com

FREE ESTIMATES!

Roofing • Siding • Windows

(763) 315-3911

License # BC545108

4105 85th Avenue N. Brooklyn Park, MN 

allamericanrestorationllc.com

FREE ESTIMATES!

Roofing • Siding • Windows

(763) 315-3911

License # BC545108

4105 85th Avenue N. Brooklyn Park, MN 

allamericanrestorationllc.com

FREE ESTIMATES!

Roofing • Siding • Windows

(763) 315-3911

License # BC545108

4105 85th Avenue N. Brooklyn Park, MN 

allamericanrestorationllc.com

FREE ESTIMATES!

License #BC545108
We make this ...

... much easier.

Call 651-407-1250 to place
your classified ad today!

Classifieds

 

WHITE BEAR PRESS | VADNAIS PRESS | QUAD COMMUNITY PRESS | SHOREVIEW PRESS | NORTH OAKS PRESS | THE CITIZEN | THE LOWDOWNWHITE BEAR PRESS | VADNAIS PRESS | QUAD COMMUNITY PRESS | SHOREVIEW PRESS | NORTH OAKS PRESS | THE CITIZEN | THE LOWDOWN

EMAIL: 
callaspecialist@presspubs.com

PHONE: 
651-407-1250

ROOFING

PAINTING REMODELING



14   THE LOWDOWN      JANUARY 2023
www.presspubs.com

COUNTY BRIEFS

County will receive funds from state to 
assist mental health initiatives

Washington County will receive $2.16 million 
from the Minnesota Department of Human Services 
to provide adult mental services from Jan. 1, 2023, 
through Dec. 31, 2024.

The County Board approved a grant agreement 
with the agency Dec. 13.

The Adult Mental Health Initiative and 
Community Support Program grant agreement 
provides community-based services to individuals 
who are identified as Seriously and Persistently 
Mentally Ill. Community-based services include 
housing subsidies, support for people experiencing 
homelessness, in-home skills development, 
community-based nursing services, crisis 
intervention training, psychiatric services, funding 
for traditionally non-reimbursed individual needs, 
residential crisis stabilization services, and mobile 
crisis services. In addition, the Adult Mental Health 
Initiative grant funds support adult mental health 
case management staff positions.

 

Library receives $30,000 anonymous 
donation

The Washington County library will receive a 
$30,000 donation from an anonymous donor after 
the County Board accepted the donation on Dec. 13.

The Library has received donations for a number 
of years from this donor, who wishes to remain 
anonymous. In the past, the library used the 
donation to purchase materials and provide staff 
training. This year it is recommended that the 
funds be used to support demand for the electronic 
book and audio collections.

 

County gets funds to fight aquatic 
invasive species

Washington County received $134,710 in 2023 
to fight aquatic invasive species after the County 
Board requested the allocation from the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resource on Dec. 13.

In the 2014 state legislative session, a county aid 
program was created to help prevent the spread of 
aquatic invasive species in Minnesota lakes and 
rivers. The funding distributions associated with 
the county aid program are based on the number 
of watercraft trailer launches, which is 24 in 
Washington County, and watercraft trailer parking 
spaces, of which Washington County has 354.

A county plan or resolution must be submitted to 

the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
annually by the last day of each calendar year 
before funds can be distributed for the following 
year.

 

County Board OK’s annual conserva-
tion agreement

Washington County Board of Commissioners 
approved an annual agreement for services from 
the Washington County Conservation District on 
Dec. 13.

The services, which will be delivered during 2023, 
will cost $280,000.

The Washington Conservation District provides 
technical assistance and educational services to 
promote and apply soil and water conservation 
practices throughout the county.

Funding is for the organization's administrative 
activities, and services in the areas of local water 
management, land and water treatment, and public 
education. The contract reflects the support of the 
Washington Conservation District's administrative 
operations, including performance management 
and reporting requirements.

 

Sheriff’s Office receives $3,100 from 
Prohibition Barbers to pay for K9 vest

The Washington County Sheriff’s Office will 
receive a $3,100 donation from Prohibition Barbers 
to pay for a K9 vest after the County Board accepted 
the donation on Dec. 13.

Prohibition Barbers Inc. in Stillwater conducted 
a fundraising event on Nov. 20 to fund a custom 
canine vest for Deputy David Peters' new K9 
partner, Red. 

Members of the Sheriff's Office expressed 
their appreciation for the donation and greatly 
appreciated the support for the Washington County 
K9 unit.

 

County will receive funds to continue 
family home visiting services

Washington County will receive a five-year 
Strong Foundations grant to continue to provide 
evidence-based family home visiting services.

The County Board approved the grant agreement 
and accepted the first year’s funding of $817,486 on 
Dec. 13.

The county added evidence-based family home-
visiting services to existing home-visiting work 
in 2007. Funding to support home visiting comes 
from several federal, state, and local sources. The 

Minnesota Department of Health has recently 
combined multiple funding streams into a single 
grant in an effort to ease administrative and 
reporting burdens.

The county employs two teams of public health 
nurses to provide home visiting services. Public 
health nurses work alongside families to:

• promote and support healthy pregnancies and 
healthy babies;

•promote and support safe environments;
•nurture parent-child relationships;
•optimize language, motor skills, and brain 

development for early learning; and
•help families achieve their goals and thrive.
Services are free and voluntary, help improve 

maternal health and child development, and 
support families’ transition to parenthood.

 

County Board adopts county fee sched-
ule for 2023

The Washington County Board of Commissioners 
adopted the county’s fee schedule for 2023 on Dec. 
13.

The board conducted a public hearing on the 
proposed fee schedule on Nov. 15.

The county’s fee schedule is governed by county 
policy, as well as state laws and rules. The policy 
states that when a single user is the beneficiary of 
a service, the costs of the service should be borne 
by that individual. Service delivery costs can be 
supported by revenue other than user fees when 
there is a public benefit provided by the service.

The county policy is to set fees that have a 
reasonable relation between the fee and the cost of 
providing the service, as well as a number of other 
considerations.

Programs throughout the county may require 
fees, and each is reviewed and considered for 
changes each year. Changes in fees are made to 
reflect changes in services offered, as well as any 
state legislative changes that affect county services 
and related fees.

Information on fees charged for services and 
programs may be found on the county’s website 
www.co.washington.mn.us.

 

County Board approves 2023-2027 
capital improvement plan

The Washington County Board of Commissioners 
approved a capital improvement plan (CIP) for the 
county for 2023-2027 Dec. 13, after conducting a 

FROM PAGE 11 

translated into Spanish and Swahili.
Bonnie’s second mission partner, 

Tomas Walek, later joined Covered 
with Christ’s five-person board of 
directors. He runs two ministries — 
East Gate Ministries and Wolfpack 
Ministries — and is a pastor at Payne 
Reliever Church in St. Paul.

“He just constantly sends stories to 
me when he's out on the mission. He's 
just always telling me stories about 
the blanket,” Bonnie said.

Walek also covers people with 
the blankets after he baptizes them 
at Payne Reliever; pastors at Open 
Arms Native Missions — another of 
Vidlund’s mission partners — also 
wrap newly baptized people with the 

Psalm 91 blanket.
When she and her team of 

volunteers box up the blankets 
before sending them out, they pray 
over the coverings. They also attach 
a card to each one that contains a 
message of hope and encouragement 
for recipients to accept Jesus as their 
savior.

The blankets cost $28 to produce 
each, which covers the cost of 
materials, imprinting and shipping. A 
business has supported Covered with 
Christ the past two years by covering 
a majority of its monthly costs, 
though Vidlund said the nonprofit is 
entering its third and final year of 
that company’s support.

“I'm hoping there's another business 
out there that is willing to do monthly 
support,” she said.

Covered with Christ doesn’t do 
fundraising but accepts private 
donations and applies for grants to 
cover its expenses.

Aside from her board of directors, 
mission partners and volunteers, 
Vidlund relies on the support of her 
husband and three adult children.

“They're my emotional support and 
my spiritual support,” she said.

In 2023, Vidlund’s goals for the 
organization include ordering 
another 1,000 blankets in January 
and distributing 1,200 blankets by 
December. She also hopes to secure 
five to 10 more mission partners.

Another eventual goal of hers is 
to find a dedicated space in or near 
Forest Lake, Hugo or White Bear 
Lake to store all the blankets and 
run the organization. She’s used her 
basement as a storage spot since the 
nonprofit’s inception, which means 
lots of legwork moving the boxed 
blankets up and down stairs without a 
loading dock.

Vidlund otherwise is eager to see 
what God has in store for her life this 
year.

“My job is just to continue to go and 
see where God leads it, but I know 
what's going to be good. I hope to 
really expand, too, the people who 
know about Covered with Christ.”

BLANKETS OF HOPE: Nonprofit is eager for 2023
FROM PAGE 10

CONTRIBUTED
A resident of Damascus Way holds up his Covered with Christ blanket. Damascus Way is one of 
several mission partners of Covered with Christ.

CONTRIBUTED
Bonnie Vidlund loads up her vehicle with a 
box full of Covered with Christ blankets. The 
Forest Lake woman started the organization 
in 2016 and has distributed more than 8,000 
blankets to those in need.

CONTRIBUTED
A woman covers her mouth in awe upon 
receiving a Covered with Christ blanket.

SEE COUNTY BRIEFS, PAGE 15 
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24408 Greenway Ave • Forest Lake MN
651-464-6477 • www.billsautobodymn.com

Sat: 8am-Noon 
M-F: 7am-5:30 pm

Where Quality 
Comes First

• Immediate Collision Repair
• Free Computerized Estimate 

on damage repair

• Rental Cars available
• Free Pick Up and Delivery 

Shuttle within 15 miles.

70
75

65

We’re Forest Lake’s original grooming shop, 
operating since 1989. Petstyles is celebrating 
25 years of ownership by Kari Halvorson. Your 

pets are like family to us. We remain 100% committed to 
your pet from start to finish. It’s all we do and we make 
your pet look and feel its best! Always have and always will! Be sure to check out 
our photos of happy clients on Instagram/Facebook @petstylesgrooming 

Contact Petstyles today at 651-464-6996 for all of your pet grooming needs. www.petstylesmn.com

Trimming • Shampoos  •Ears • Nails • Grooming • Anal Glands • Dyes 
Voted BEST GROOMING SALONBEST GROOMING SALON since 2015 when this category was created!

From L to R: Kari, owner and groomer;  
Sandy, groomer; and Jackie, groomer.

We are proud that for the sixth 
year in a row, we were awarded 

“Best Pet Grooming”

2015-20202017-2021

74
79

79

I N N  &  S U I T E S ®

B Y  R A D I S S O N

WE CAN HELP!
651-982-9799

Monthly Meetings? 
Birthday Parties? 
Business Lunch? 

1954 West Broadway Avenue, Forest Lake, MN

Meeting room available for private use

76
0

50
4

Tues-Sat
Day & Eve

Appts.

We are Forest 
Lake’s Original 

Grooming Salon 
since 1989!

Grooming Salon

HAPPY NEW YEAR!HAPPY NEW YEAR!  
 100% dedicated to your pet’s grooming in a  100% dedicated to your pet’s grooming in a 
cozy, intimate pet spa, not a big box store!cozy, intimate pet spa, not a big box store!

Check out our social media to see all of Check out our social media to see all of 
our happy clients!our happy clients!

Nail Trims by appointment only.Nail Trims by appointment only.

143 North Lake Street, Forest Lake   www.petstylesmn.com

651-464-6996

Call one of our Certified 
Master Groomers at

Visit our web site and Take a Virtual Tour!

Award Winning Pet Grooming!

75
77

85

2015-2020 2017-2021

  | petstylesgrooming| petstylesgrooming
  | petstylesgrooming| petstylesgrooming

PETSTYLESPETSTYLES

2022

of the Press
The Citizen

Around the Lakes

COUNTY BRIEFS

public hearing on the plan on Nov. 14.
Comment letters were received from a number 

of county cities, including Cottage Grove, Hugo, 
Lake Elmo, Oakdale, Oak Park Heights, Scandia, 
Stillwater, Woodbury, Baytown Township, 
Rice Creek Watershed District and Summit 
Management.

The plan includes major roadways, parks, and 
facility projects in the county planned for the next 
five years, and those projects that are funded by 
bonds. Along with those projects, specific projects 
for 2023 are included.

Roads and bridges make up 70% of the proposed 
projects in the five-year plan, with public facilities 
making up 26%, and parks and land making up 4%.

Funding comes from a number of sources, 
including intergovernmental revenue, the local 
option sales tax for roads and bridges and for 
transit, and bonds.

More than 75 projects or programs are included 
in the capital plan, with $398 million in planned 
investments in infrastructure over the next five 
years.

The CIP includes more than $17 million in 
investments at seven different county parks and 
trails, along with major maintenance projects at 
locations across the county. They include:

• renovations to the shelter and play area at St. 
Croix Bluffs Regional Park;

• facility improvements at Point Douglas Park;
• an extension of the Hardwood Creek Trail, and
• parks and trails pavement preservation.
Public facilities improvements include 

renovations at the Stillwater Government Center 
campus, and a new service center in Woodbury, as 
well as improvements to the highway maintenance 
facility in Woodbury and the Park Grove and R.H. 
Stafford libraries.

Major roadway improvements planned for the 
coming five years include:

• more than a mile of improvements to a portion 
of County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 32 in Forest 

Lake;
• a grade-separated intersection at Highway 36 

and CSAH 17 at the border of Grant and Lake Elmo;
• a half-mile of improvements of County Road 74 

in Cottage Grove;
• more than six miles of improvements on County 

Road 50 from Highway 61 to Manning Avenue; and
• the realignment of 100th Street in Cottage 

Grove.
 

County Board approves levies, budget 
for 2023

The Washington County Board of Commissioners 
approved the county’s 2023 budget on Dec. 13, and 
the property tax levy that will support it.

The board approved a proposed 2023 budget and 
preliminary levy on Sept. 27.

The approved amounts are:
• $126.5 million for the county net levy;
• $660,000 for the Regional Railroad Authority 

levy; and
• $1.2 million for the Land and Water Legacy 

Program referendum levy.
The board also consented to a $5.9 million levy for 

the Community Development Agency.
Under the adopted budget, the county net levy 

would increase by 4.88% over 2022, and non-levy 
revenue would be $113.2 million, a decrease of 14.9% 
from 2022.

As in nearly all counties, property owners in 
Washington County have experienced increased 
property values from the rise in sales prices, 
especially for residential properties. The median 
value of a home in the county went up about 20% in 
the past assessment year. The levy, combined with 
new construction and the rising valuations, results 
in the county’s tax rate decreasing by 14.5%.

With the budget and levy that was approved, 
the median-valued home in the county, which is 
$386,500, assuming that its value increased by 20% 
in the past year, will be taxed $919 for 2023 by the 
county, a $40 or 4.6% increase over 2022.

New revenue in the budget will pay for services 

and materials are in areas experiencing significant 
growth, such as deputies who patrol county 
communities, correctional officers who serve in the 
County Jail, and dispatchers who manage 9-1-1 calls 
in the Sheriff’s Office.

There has been an increase in applications 
for service and more need for the health and 
human services that the county provides, such as 
services for those with mental health needs and for 
homelessness prevention.

Inflationary costs are having an impact on 
managing the county’s vehicles, such as plow 
trucks and deputies’ vehicles. The cost of 
replacement machinery, fuel, salt for clearing 
roads, and construction and building materials 
has risen substantially over 2022, raising the 
cost of doing business for the county. Also, the 
county’s Information Technology costs related to 
data management, data security, data storage, and 
technology infrastructure are increasing.

The budget calls for 28.5 new positions 
countywide, which is typical in an average year. 
However, 31 positions have been eliminated, which 
includes 25 special project positions that are 
expiring, which are made up of mostly the federal 
emergency rental assistance program that was 
augmented during the pandemic. There is a slight 
decrease in the ratio of employees to residents from 
2022.

The budget includes Gold Line construction costs, 
the bus-rapid transit line that will be built from 
downtown St. Paul to Woodbury roughly along 
Interstate 94 and then south along Bielenberg Drive 
in Woodbury. While money for construction is part 
of the proposed budget, no property tax dollars will 
be used to build the line. It is funded through the 
local option transportation sales tax and federal 
money.

All budget workshops and meetings may be 
viewed through webstreaming of the County 
Board meetings. See the county website at www.
co.washington.mn.us/budget for other background 
on the budget.

FROM PAGE 14

SUBMITTED
The Washington County Board of Commissioners accepted awards from the Government Finance Officers Association on Dec. 13. The commissioners are with the county’s finance staff (front, 
from left) Nicki Castro, Joua Yang, Commissioner Lisa Weik of District 5, Janna Oman, Shanna Fulkerson, Carl Jacobson, Betty Quinn, and Commissioner Gary Kriesel of District 3 (back) Com-
missioner Stan Karwoski of District 2, Jill Zenzola, Tabatha Hansen, Commissioner Fran Miron of District 1, and Commissioner Wayne Johnson of District 4.
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Special Events
BINGO

Wednesday - 6 PM
Sunday - 2 PM

Meat Raffles
Wednesday, 

Friday, & Saturday
Saturday Mega 

Meat Raffle

225 225 FOREST LAKEFOREST LAKE
355 W Broadway Ave,355 W Broadway Ave,
Forest Lake, MN 55025Forest Lake, MN 55025

Daily 9 am – 1 am 
*Events are subject to change. 
Please visit our website for up-
to-date event information.

SPECIALS ARE NOW
Monday   
$7.00  6oz burger & Fries (comes with lettuce, 
tomato, & raw onions) 

Tuesday  
Deep fried tacos $3.00  for 1 or 3 for  $8.00 
or taco salad for $11.00 

Wednesday  
$8.00  Goulash with Garlic Bread stick 

Thursday  
$9.00  Chicken stir fry

Friday   
$14.00  Fish fry after 5 ( 3 pieces of 
fish,Fries,veggie, and a roll)

Saturday  
$14.00  BBQ ribs after 5 (1/2 rack , veggie,  
and potato)

Sunday  
Chef’s choice 

HOURS:

Live DJ
Thursday 
through 
Saturday
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Lic. # G-00131

Rush Hour
Monday-Friday

10 am-Noon
Bargains in  

the Morning 
Drink Specials

Second snow sculpting 
spectacle set for Stillwater

BY RANDY PAULSON
STAFF WRITER

Lowell Park in Stillwater will 
soon be home to sculptures of mind-
boggling size and detail for the second 
year in a row.

Twelve teams from eight countries 
will brandish their ice chisels and 
creativity during the second annual 
World Snow Sculpting Championship, 
which will take place Wednesday-
Sunday, Jan. 18-22.

The Greater Stillwater Chamber 
of Commerce hosts the event 
in partnership with the City of 
Stillwater. This is the second of three 
consecutive years the Chamber has 
the right from event management 
company Winter Fun LLC to host the 
championship; the Chamber will have 
the right of first refusal afterward.

Similar snow sculpting events take 
place elsewhere around the world, 
but this is billed as the first world 
event of its kind. Winners at other 
competitions qualify to make it to the 
Stillwater championships.

“It’s a pretty big deal to have 
it here,” said Stacie Jensen, 
communications manager for the 
Stillwater Chamber.

The start of the sculpting — or the 
“tools up” time — will start at 9 a.m. 
Jan 18. Later at 4:30 p.m., an Olympic-
style opening ceremony will officially 
usher in the sophomore Stillwater 
spectacle at the JX Event Center.

The sculptors will have until the 
afternoon of Saturday, Jan. 21, to 
transform their 10-foot cubic blocks 
of snow into frozen masterpieces. The 
sculptures will be judged before the 
first-, second- and third-place winners 
are announced during the closing 
ceremony in the park. The recipient 
of the People’s Choice Award likewise 
will be named.

Jensen said the Chamber learned 
a lot from its initial experience last 
year hosting a worldwide sculpting 
event and will make adjustments 
accordingly this year.

“The Chamber does a lot of the 
bigger community events that are 
here in Stillwater, but we've never 
done one of this size or scope. So this 
was a big learning curve for us,” she 
said.

One area of improvement will be 
better maintenance of the walkways 
in Lowell Park to cut down on 
slippery spots and mounds of hard-
packed snow.

“You just never know what the 
weather is going to bring either, so 
it's kind of a minute-by-minute type of 
thing,” Jensen said.

There will also be an expanded beer 
tent that will double as a warm house 

and place to get food. Similarly, more 
activities will be offered at Water 
Street Inn next to the park including 
an indoor marketplace made up of 
local businesses.

Jolting the local economy with 
a mid-winter business boost is 
a key reason why the Chamber 
sought to bring the World Sculpting 
Championships to Stillwater 
originally. Last year’s inaugural 
event attracted more than 40,000 
visitors to town, who dined at 
restaurants and shopped at local 
stores in between admiring the snow 
art.

“It really gave those businesses and 
restaurants more business and traffic 
in the winter months when they were 
a little slower. I know the weekend of 
this event this past January, a lot of 
the businesses said they had record 
sales,” Jensen said.

Right after this year’s closing 
ceremony, the “World’s Coolest Block 
Party,” will burst into life in the park. 

The free, three-hour bash will 
feature a DJ in the gazebo, a beer 
tent, concessions and a snow store 
open. Fire dancers from Foley-based 
Funtime Funktions will provide 
hot entertainment with three, 
20-minute shows throughout the 
party. Meanwhile, Minnesota singer-
songwriter and musician, Monique 
Smaz, will perform inside the Water 
Street Inn.

Jensen recalled last year’s block 
party and how snow began falling 
down right as the shindig started.

“It was like a snow globe feeling 
and just added to the whole vibe,” she 
said. “It was pretty awesome.”

The World Snow Sculpting 
Championship will conclude on 
Sunday, Jan. 22, with “Minnesnowta 
Nice Day,” a daylong event celebrating 
all things Minnesota. Among the 
festivities will be dancing, live music 
and appearances from Minnesota 
mascots.

CONTRIBUTED
Teams of sculptors at last year’s World Snow 
Sculpting Championship chisel away at their 
10-foot cubes of snow.

COUPONS
December 2022
HUGO • CENTERVILLE • FOREST LAKE | 651-407-1200 | PRESSPUBS.COM
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