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6 | Ice Palace Maze:
The tradition lives on.

8 | Ice Safety:
How to stay safe on frozen lakes.

7 | Studies & Sports:
Private school buys vacant school.

13 | Snow Sculpting Team:
Heading to nationals.

TURN THE PAGE

About the cover
The photos on the cover of this month’s Lowdown features all of the Lowdown 
covers in 2021 – and what a year it was. From struggling with the pandemic to 
finally getting students back in school, restaurants back to serving food and 
businesses opening their doors. After a year of no community events due to 
COVID-19, Fourth of July celebrations were once again held in both Forest Lake 
and Stillwater as well as the St. Croix Pottery Tour.  See more on page 13.

What is your favorite part about winter 
in Minnesota?
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PAUL DOLS | Photojournalist/Website Editor
photos@presspubs.com
Having the time to cook up a batch of homemade soup on a wintry 
Sunday afternoon.

RANDY ROBERTS | Multimedia Consultant
lowdown@presspubs.com
Going to Laughlin, Nevada for an annual golf trip.

NOELLE OLSON | Staff Writer
lowdownnews@presspubs.com
Ice fishing — preferably in a heated ice house.

CLAIRE BAUER | Designer
art@presspubs.com
When it’s snowing, I’m at my prime.

CORINNE STREMMEL | Staff Writer
lowdownnews@presspubs.com
Staying inside and baking!

SHANNON GRANHOLM | Managing Editor
quadnews@presspubs.com
Ice skating.
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WE DON’T JUST PROMISE QUALITY...CERTIFIED COLLISION REPAIR, HAIL DAMAGE REPAIR AND AUTO BODY SERVICES
WE GUARANTEE IT, FOR LIFE!

24408 Greenway Ave

651.464.6477  
www.BillsAutoBodyMN.com

BILL’S AUTO BODY CERTIFIED, 
EXPERT AUTO BODY REPAIR

• Free Computerized Estimate on damage repair • Rental Cars available • Free Pick Up and Delivery Shuttle within 15 miles.

A FAMILY-OWNED AND OPERATED AUTO BODY SHOP 
IN FOREST LAKE, MINNESOTA.

651.464.6477 69
38

30

WE DON’T JUST PROMISE QUALITY...CERTIFIED COLLISION REPAIR, HAIL DAMAGE REPAIR AND AUTO BODY SERVICES
WE GUARANTEE IT, FOR LIFE!

24408 Greenway Ave

651.464.6477 
www.BillsAutoBodyMN.com

BILL’S AUTO BODY CERTIFIED, 
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Bill’s Auto Body is the preferred choice for collision repair and auto body work among customers 
in the north and east Twin Cities metro area.
• Free Computerized Estimate on damage repair • Rental Cars available • Free Pick Up and Delivery Shuttle within 15 miles.

A FAMILY-OWNED AND OPERATED AUTO BODY SHOP 
IN FOREST LAKE, MINNESOTA.
Established in 1978, Bill’s Auto Body has been serving the community of Forest Lake and beyond 
for over 40 years. We provide personal, friendly hometown service   along with stress-free, expert 
collision repair services. We proudly support Forest Lake youth athletics. Go Rangers!
Stop By for Your FREE Estimate. No Appointment Necessary! 
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BACK TO SCHOOL 
MAKE SURE YOUR 

STUDENT’S VEHICLE 
IS READY TO 

ANSWER THE BELL!
Includes road test to check shift timing and shift quality. 

Must present coupon at time of service. 
Not valid with other discounts.

Expires 9/30/21

$30 Off
Transmission 
Maintenance 
Service

Wine country
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Includes road test to check shift timing and shift quality.  
Must present coupon at time of service.  

Not valid with other discounts.
Expires 10/31/21

$30 Off
Transmission  
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Service

OCTOBER 
IS A GREAT TIME TO THINK ABOUT 

WINTER CAR MAINTENANCE! 

CALL US TODAY 
TO SCHEDULE AN 

APPOINTMENT!
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team | 13
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651-439-3134 651-439-3134 
axdahlfarms.com

7452 Manning Avenue North, Stillwater7452 Manning Avenue North, Stillwater

Open EVERY DAY 10am-6pm
Corner of Manning Ave. N & CR 12

Enter on CR 12 OR Manning.  Make a U turn at 
the either light on Manning for easier access.

WE’RE OPEN!WE’RE OPEN!
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90

6428 Manning Ave. N., Stillwater
scvwines.com • 651-430-3310 72

38
54

Opening Weekend Feb. 11!
Tasting Room will be open 

Fridays - Sundays from 10am to 6pm

Open Fri-Sun in January
Please  use  the  detours  to  get  to  us!

6428 Manning Ave. N, at St. Croix Vineyards
651-399-0883 651-439-3127

72
38

52

Stillwater Hwy. 36/Manning Ave. Detour
The Highway 36/Manning Ave. Interchange Project 

is expected to continue for two years. Manning Ave. 
will be closed from Highway 36 to 62nd Street and 
traffi c will be detoured to Lake Elmo Ave., from the 
South and East of the intersection. The detour will 
then take drivers North to 75th St. N. (CR 12), and 
then back East to Manning Ave. Access to several 
businesses will be affected. Traffi c signal modifi ca-
tions on Highway 36 will take place, and a temporary 
road will be constructed for residents of the Sanc-
tuary neighborhood to the South of the intersection. 
Anyone driving from the White Bear Lake/Mahtomedi 
area or other points West of Lake Elmo Ave., can 
access Manning Ave. via CR 96, CR 12, or the detour 
on Lake Elmo Ave. For more information, go to: 
co.washington.mn.us/2662/TH-36-and-Manning-Ave-
nue-Interchange.

L
A

K
E

 E
LM

O
 A

V
E

N
U

E
L

A
K

E
 E

LM
O

 A
V

E
N

U
E

6262NDND STREET STREET

M
A

N
N

IN
G

 A
V

E
N

U
E

M
A

N
N

IN
G

 A
V

E
N

U
E

OPEN DURING CONSTRUCTION!
145 New England Place, Stillwater

(Located in Liberty Village, Manning/CR 12)

651-342-1472

P
T
ATRI

AVERN
TS

71
76

89

COURTESY OF WASHINGTON COUNTY

1.

1.

2.3.

4.

2.

3.

4.

Washington County will partner with counties 
on 2022 residential survey

Washington County will partner with Dakota, 
Olmsted and St. Louis counties to perform 
a 2022 residential survey as a part of a joint 
powers agreement (JPA). Washington County 
periodically surveys its residents to gather 
information about the services it provides. 
Washington County has partnered with these 
counties since 2006 and most recently in 2019, and 
will do so again in 2022.

The benefi ts of this collaboration are cost 
savings and the ability to compare the results 
with those from like counties nationally, as 
well as county partners in Minnesota. The four 
counties have proposed contracting with Polco/
National Research Center to administer the 
survey. Polco/NRC administered the previous 
residential surveys.

County will receive funds to provide shelter, 
services

Washington County will receive $320,000 
from the Minnesota Department of Human 
Services to provide shelter and other services 
for those experiencing homelessness. The 
program provides funding for emergency shelter 
operations and support services. Washington 
County will use the funds to continue to support a 
hotel emergency shelter program. The funds pay 
for the cost of rooms and shelter services from the 
contracted service provider for on-site services 
to individuals in the program. The grant goes 
through June 30 2023.

Sheriff’s Offi ce receives donations from 
community donors

The Washington County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
received donations from the Hugo Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon Network (YRN) and Walmart. The 
YRN contributed $3,800 to the Sheriff’s Offi ce and 
Walmart donated $3,500 for the Shop with a Cop 
event earlier this month. 

County board extends contracts with attorneys 
for family counsel

Commissioners extended contracts with fi ve 
attorneys who provide representation in court 

during family cases. The county is required by 
state law to provide representation for parents 
or guardians for child in need of protection or 
services (CHIPS), termination of parental rights 
(TPR) and permanency cases.

Since 2014, the county has contracted with 
attorneys to provide these services for a fl at 
monthly compensation to manage and predict 
costs. County contracts with Amy Senn, John 
Chitwood, Gregory Schmidt and Megan Hunt 
were extended. The contract amendments 
extend the term of the contracts one or two 
years, depending on the attorney. The contracts 
increase the monthly payment by 2.2% each year. 
The amendments change the hourly amount 
provided for representing clients on appeal to 
$100 per hour (previously $75 per hour), but 
continues the current total compensation for an 
appeal at $5,000.

County will receive $134,973 to combat aquatic 
invasive species 

Washington County will receive $134,973 from 
the state to fi ght aquatic invasive species in the 
county’s waterways. In the 2014 state legislative 
session, a county aid program was created to 
help prevent the spread of aquatic invasive 
species (AIS) in lakes and rivers. Based on the 24 
watercraft trailer launches and 354 watercraft 
trailer parking spaces in the county, the county 
will receive $134,973 in local AIS prevention aid 
in 2022.

Board sets salaries for attorney, sheriff
Commissioners set salaries for 2022 for two 

elected county offi cials, Attorney Pete Orput and 
Sheriff Dan Starry. Orput’s salary will be $198,833, 
and Starry’s salary will be $178,424. Both salaries 
represent an increase of 3.5% over 2021. 

Licensing information for potential child foster 
care providers in Washington County 

An informational meeting for those interested 
in foster care in Washington County is 6 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 6, through a Teams presentation.

For those who decide to become licensed to 
provide foster care, the licensing process begins 
at no cost to them. Several foster care options 
offered include — children needing a temporary 

place to live,  teenagers, and a respite program, 
giving a family a needed break by caring 
for children and teenagers with or without 
disabilities for a few days or a weekend.

In addition to meeting state licensing 
requirements, foster families should be able to 
provide a stable family atmosphere in adequate 
housing, and love and support for the children or 
adults in their care.

Before families can be licensed, they must 
undergo a thorough screening process, which 
includes an extensive background check.

For additional information, questions, 
or to register, call 651-430-8307 or email 
ComSvsCFCLicensing@co.washington.mn.us. 
Also, see the Washington County website at co.
washington.mn.us and search “foster care 
licensing.”

Washington County lists 2021-2022 holiday tree 
drop-off sites

When the holiday season is over, recycle trees 
by dropping them off at one of the available 
locations in Washington County. Facilities have 
varied hours of operation, fees, and restrictions 
for each site. Tree stands, plastic bags, tinsel, 
wire, lights, and all other decorations must be 
removed before drop-off.

Private waste haulers, cities, or townships 
may also accept holiday trees. Residents should 
contact them directly for more information.

Sites accepting trees include:
• Forest Lake: City of Forest Lake Public Works, 

843 Fourth St. S.W. – open to Forest Lake 
residents only, 24-hour drop-off through Jan. 31. 
No charge. For more information, call Forest 
Lake Public Works at 651-464-3220.

• Oakdale: City of Oakdale Public Works, 1900 
Hadley Ave. N. – open to Oakdale residents only, 
7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday Jan. 1 
through Jan. 31. Cost is $3 per tree. For more 
information, call Oakdale Public Works at 651-
730-2740.

• Washington County: Northern Yard Waste Site, 
5527 170th St. N. in Hugo – open to all residents, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturdays. No charge. For 
more information, call Washington County 
at 651-430-6655 or see co.washington.mn.us/
yardwaste. 

COUNTY BRIEFS
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Melissa “Missy” Olson
Melissa “Missy” Olson, 

age 56, of North Branch, 
Minnesota, passed away 
after a sudden illness 
(not Covid) on December 
1, 2021.  Missy loved 
her furry family and 
taking her trike “Hank” 
out on the road.  She is 
preceded in death by 
son, Anthony Sternquist; 
sister, Rebecca Olson; 
and her grandparents.  
She is survived by 
husband of 29 years, 
Kris; parents, Gerald and Judy Olson; sisters, 
Ginger (Del), Mary (Brian) Hanson; niece, 
Michelle (Al); grandnephews, Alex and Ben; 
other family members and close friends. A 
funeral service was held Tuesday, December 7, 
2021, at Mattson Funeral Home in Forest Lake.   
A private family burial took place at Sunset 
Cemetery.
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Hy-Vee store and apartment complex planned 
for Stillwater

Central Commons LLC is the owner of the 
35.3-acre property located on the southeast 
quadrant of Manning Avenue and State 
Highway 36. It plans to develop the property as 
a mixed-use planned unit development (PUD) 
project over several phases. The first phase 
will occur after the construction of the new 
grade-separated interchange at Highway 36 and 
Manning Avenue is completed. Due to additional 
infrastructure needs, the exact timing of this 
project is unknown at this time. Washington 
County is considering the construction of a new 
frontage road (58th Street) between Manning 
Avenue and Stillwater Boulevard in 2025 to 
serve this area. The city of Stillwater will 
continue to explore options to advance this 
project more quickly and is planning additional 
water and sewer extensions in the area in 2023.

Within this first phase, the following building 
construction is planned:
• A Hy-Vee store of approximately 95,000 

square feet.
• A Hy-Vee convenience store of about 4,000 

square feet with fuel sales and drive-through 
coffee shop.

• A market-rate apartment facility with 200 
units.

BUSINESS BRIEF

Underwater robotics to 
woodworking included in 

classroom grants
STILLWATER – Nineteen classroom enrichment 

initiatives totaling  $28,685 were funded by The 
Partnership Plan during its fall 2021 grant cycle. 
Projects include high school students gaining 
hands-on experiencing hands-on with various 
trade careers (woodworking, drywall, roofi ng, tile 
cutting/installation) while learning the correct 
way to use hand and power tools. Fun Phonics 
strengthens reading skills and confi dence for 
our youngest learners.  Building an underwater 
robotic prototype and conducting research with 
the device in Lake McKusick and the St. Croix 
River is in store for GATE students.       

These latest projects will directly impact 4,683 
students in Stillwater Area Public Schools during 
this school year.

In addition to these popular classroom grants, 
The Partnership Plan is launching three multi-

year initiatives during the 2021-2022 school year. 
The reading recovery program, needed because 
of COVID-related issues, has already started. 
Theatrical performance residencies at each 
elementary school are scheduled for May. And, a 
mental health curriculum for staff and students 
kicks off in January with education and training 
sessions.

The Partnership Plan also sponsors Da Vinci 
Fest, the science, art, upcycling and fi lm fair that 
celebrates the academic talents of students in the 
Stillwater area. This year’s event will be held 1 to 
5 p.m. Jan. 22 at Stillwater Area High School. 

For a full list and brief description of all 
the classroom grants awarded, go to The 
Partnership Plan website at partnershipplan.org/
classroomgrants.

From press release 

BOO CREATIVE | CONTRIBUTED
The Greater Stillwater Chamber of Commerce welcomed local business, Dance and Entertainment Studios, to 
the Chamber and the community with a ribbon cutting celebration at 5880 Omaha Ave. N. in Stillwater. Owner 
Tricia Wood Schwietz, her Dance Partner Troy Lerum, and her building partner Tim O’Brien, members of the 
dance community, Greater Stillwater Chamber ambassadors and staff were there to join in the celebration. 

Dance studio joins chamber
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The challenges 
of TikTok

Our schools and local authorities are being 
tasked with deciphering and decoding 
social media posts like never before. As 
parents, we need to be code breakers, too. 

TikTok users — many of whom are teens and young 
adults — try to become “famous” by seeking likes and 
views on their seconds-long video posts. Posts that go 
“viral” may be copied by millions of people. 

You may have have heard about the TikTok 
challenges and other challenges posted on 
social media over the years. Many seem pretty 
harmless, like the ones that feature dancing, or 
the ice bucket challenge that raised awareness 
and funds for charity. The cinnamon challenge, 
where participants eat a full tablespoon of ground 
cinnamon, ended with the subject documenting 
themselves choking and coughing amidst a plume 

of cinnamon. Participants in the ice 
cream challenge fi lmed themselves 
at grocery stores opening 
containers of ice cream, licking it 
and putting it back. In the blackout 
challenge, participants starve 
their brains of oxygen by choking 
themselves while capturing it on 
video Another challenge called 
Devious Licks came on the TikTok 
scene in September. Students 
recorded themselves vandalizing 
or stealing school-owned property 
such as paper towel holders, toilets 
and bathroom mirrors. 

Why would anyone do this? The answer is that 
if it gets likes or views, then the person posting it 
is buoyed by status and social recognition – their 
chance at “15 minutes of fame.” 

Last month, we became aware of a nationwide 
school shooting challenge on TikTok. In our 
area, local area school districts e-mailed parents, 
outlining actions they have in place to ensure 
students safety. The Minnesota Department of 
Public Safety reported 29 threats to schools in just 
one day in December. None of them were deemed 
credible, and so far we are not aware of any threats 
to schools in our circulation area.

If all the harmful challenges on social media 
didn’t get the attention of kids, parents, school 
administrators and the community before, the 
school shooter challenge has. 

Action needs to be taken against companies 
like TikTok who evidently have little to no public 
safety measures in place and lack corporate ethics 
or integrity. These social media platforms are the 
“wild west” on the internet, and there has been 
little recourse against them. Why should schools 
and law enforcement spend time and resources 
mobilizing a response to a situation that a company 
should have shut down before it ever started? 

Parents need to be aware of what their kids are 
doing on social media. With the proliferation of 
smart phones, kids have access to the internet 
and social media apps like TikTok, Snapchat, and 
Instagram from a very young age. Pre-teens and 
teens have always done stupid things, and now they 
can do them in front of an audience of thousands 
on social media. We need to continually talk to kids 
about internet safety and appropriate use of social 
media. They also need to know it’s OK to tattle 
about threatening situations at school or online, 
whether it’s a concern for a threat of violence, a 
friend’s mental health, or a bullying situation that 
could result in irreparable harm.

We have ratings and warnings about almost 
everything. Yet there are very few regulations for 
social media, and our kids are becoming addicted. 
These companies are using powerful techniques 
and algorithms to send a steady stream of content 
geared to our kids that plays into their emotions 
and weaknesses. Their only motive generating 
money from advertisers, and they simply don’t 
care about the harm they are causing. Kids are 
especially vulnerable, but people of all ages are also 
being manipulated.

As we are (hopefully) coming out of this pandemic, 
many people are on edge. Anxiety, depression, and 
other mental health issues are rising and being 
exacerbated by misinformation on social media. We 
don’t have enough resources for people to get help 
they need. What will take before we as a country 
stand against these corporate social media giants? 
I hope the shock of the school shooting challenge 
turns to action. Enough is enough. 

Carter Johnson is publisher of Press Publications.

Publisher’s 
View

Carter Johnson

D
ear Chair Khan:

I am writing regarding allega-
tions that Meta (f/k/a Facebook, 
hereinafter “Facebook”) may 

have violated the Federal Trade 
Commission Act’s prohibition against 
unfair or deceptive acts or practices 
in trade or commerce, and to urge the 
FTC to commence an investigation 
into these matters. Recent revelations 
and public documentation suggest 
that Facebook may have misled its 

advertising custom-
ers and the public 
about its processes 
for ensuring brand 
safety and about 
the reach of its 
advertisements, 
both core aspects of 
Facebook’s business 
model.

Facebook’s 
representations to 
advertisers take 
on even greater 
importance given 
Facebook’s large 

share of the digital advertising space. 
As the Senate Commerce Committee 
detailed in a 2020 report, Facebook 
reportedly controlled approximately 
74% of the social media market and 
now reportedly controls 24.1% of all 
of U.S. digital advertising spending; 
Facebook’s dominant position in the 
ad marketplace means that advertisers 
and publishers, including struggling 
local news outlets all over the country, 
may have faced unfair competition by 
Facebook, impacting their revenues 
and ability to compete online.

Facebook has long made claims 
about the safety of its product for 

brands, and even more importantly, 
about the safety of its product for 
Facebook users. Facebook’s Commu-
nity Standards Enforcement Report 
states that its algorithms remove 97% 
of the content it eventually takes down 
for hate speech before the content is 
posted. But this metric could signifi -
cantly misrepresent the effectiveness 
of Facebook’s algorithms, as whis-
tleblower documents show that Face-
book believes that its processes miss 
more than 90% of hate speech content 
despite being 97% effective at catching 
the hate speech Facebook eventually 
takes down. Facebook may thus have 
made material misrepresentations or 
omissions to advertisers regarding the 
effectiveness of its brand safety con-
trols, including its ability to remove 
criminal content. 

Until quite recently, Facebook of-
fered prospective advertisers two key 
measures of an ad’s potential success 
— (1) Potential Reach; and (2) Esti-
mated Daily Reach. Potential Reach 
(which is an element of Estimated Dai-
ly Reach) approximates the number of 
people in a particular area who may 
view a business’ ad and, according to 
Facebook, is “arguably the single most 
important number in our ads creation 
interfaces.” Understandably then, 
advertisers of all sizes plan and budget 
for campaigns that maximize their 
ads’ Potential Reach, as estimated by 
Facebook. However, public reporting 
as well as Facebook’s own statements 
and documents seem to indicate 
that Facebook may have known that 
Potential Reach metrics may have 
been inaccurate. Public analyses 
from as far back as 2017 show how 
Facebook claimed that its ads could 
have a Potential Reach that exceeded 
the population of 18- to 34-year-olds 
counted in each of the 50 states by the 
U.S. Census Bureau.

The Commission may allege 
deception under Section 5 of the FTC 
Act prohibiting unfair and deceptive 
practices in or affecting commerce, 
“if there is a representation, omission 
or practice that is likely to mislead 
the consumer acting reasonably in 
the circumstances, to the consumer’s 
detriment.” Thus, because evidence 
suggests that Facebook may have 

deceived its advertising customers 
about its brand safety and advertising 
metrics, Facebook may have engaged 
in deceptive practices in violation of 
the FTC Act.

In addition, the public information 
suggests that Facebook’s potential 
misrepresentations about brand safety 
and advertising metrics may be un-
fair, as well as deceptive. In evaluating 
whether the conduct is unfair, the 
Commission may consider (1) that 
the advertising purchased by brands 
due to Facebook’s brand safety and 
advertising representations are “sig-
nifi cant,”; (2) the absence of material 
countervailing benefi ts to competition 
and consumers from any misrepre-
sentations of advertising metrics; and 
(3) that, given that Facebook employs 
a walled garden system, advertisers 
could not have independently verifi ed 
Facebook’s reported brand safety 
activities, ad metrics, or reasonably 
avoided advertising on Facebook, 
much less given Facebook’s market 
dominance.

A thorough investigation by the 
Commission and other enforcement 
agencies is paramount, not only 
because Facebook and its executives 
may have violated federal law, but 
because members of the public and 
businesses are entitled to know the 
facts regarding Facebook’s conduct as 
they make their decisions about using 
the platform.

I urge the FTC to immediately 
commence an investigation into Face-
book’s representations with respect 
to brand safety, Potential Reach, and 
similar metrics with respect to its 
advertising business and, if that in-
vestigation reveals that the company 
has in fact violated the law, to pursue 
all available sanctions as appropriate. 
Such actions could include action 
under Section 19 of the FTC Act 
or partnering with state attorneys 
general in an appropriate court to 
pursue monetary relief for Facebook’s 
advertisers and disgorgement of 
Facebook’s ill-gotten gains, a strategy 
the Commission has pursued in other 
recent cases.

Contributed by America’s Newspapers 
and U.S. Sen. Maria Cantwel

FTC asked to investigate allegations Facebook misled customers, public

Movers & 
Shakers

Maria Cantwel

U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell 
(D-Washington), chair of the Committee 
on Commerce, Science and Transporta-
tion, wrote Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) Chair Lina Khan to urge the 
FTC to investigate allegations Meta/
Facebook misled its advertising custom-
ers and the public in its claims about en-
suring brand safety and the reach of its 
advertisements, in violation of federal 
law prohibiting unfair or deceptive acts 
or practices in trade or commerce. Here 
is a copy of the letter:
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Generosity project brings seniors, cancer 
patients comfort and joy 

BY SHANNON GRANHOLM 
MANAGING EDITOR

What began as a thought of 
packing some shoeboxes with 
holiday gifts for seniors has since 
blossomed into an effort by a 
Hugo teen to touch the lives of 
cancer treatment patients as well. 

Hugo resident Josiah Cullen, 
16, has already blessed seniors 
at Encore Assisted Living and 
Memory Care with holiday care 
packages. Going into the new 
year, he is planning more care 
packages for cancer treatment 
patients in Wyoming. 

Josiah has been homeschooled 
by his parents Tahni and Joe 
Cullen since January 2020. Jo-
siah has autism, a neurological 
and developmental disorder that 
affects how a person communi-
cates, learns and interacts with 
others. He also has motor skill 
challenges and is non-speaking. 

“The pandemic has been par-
ticularly hard on this population, 
not only because of the way they 
learn in person and with a lot of 
hands-on oversight and care, but 
also because of the difficulty for 
keeping masks on or keeping up 
instructed handwashing, etc.,” 
Tahni explained. “Caregivers 
have been very hard to find and 
to keep over this time, so there 
is a lot on the families to become 
24/7 caregivers, teachers and 
therapists as well as parents.” 

The highly flexible, one-one-
one learning and skill training 
along with an individualized 
pace has really benefited Josiah. 
Josiah enjoys reading, writing, 
poetry and painting, despite his 
challenges with fine motor skills. 

“I knew we needed to continue 
to work on these skills but often-
times, even at therapy, the way 
they work on them isn’t motivat-
ing to him because it is things 
like sorting colors but for no 
grand outcome,” Tahni said. “I 
noticed right away that when we 
turn more to real-life purposeful 
tasks, he has a willingness to 
attend and practice more.” 

For the past three summers, 
the Cullen family has attended 
a one-week camp for people with 

special needs in Illinois. The 
camp just started a program for 
disabled young adults centered 
on purposeful work. The partic-
ipants create and package items 
to sell. In seeing how that helped 
them, Tahni asked Josiah if he 
would want to do a “generosity 
project” to not only work on his 
skills, but employ his gifts to bless 
others. She gave him some ideas, 
and Josiah decided he wanted to 
do something for seniors. 

They began working on the 
packs and before they knew it, 
friends, family and community 
members wanted to get involved, 
too. Each pack contained a vari-
ety of items including: gripper 
socks, coloring and word find 
books, pens and pencils, crayons, 
sticky notes, backscratchers, 
stress balls, candy, holiday 
glasses, magnets with Josiah’s 
artwork and Christmas cards 

with a poem written by Josiah. 
Tahni continues to be sur-

prised by this project. “So many 
things about our daily journey 
require a large amount of energy, 
patience and persistence, and 
you don’t often see immediate 
results. There has been such a 
joy, lift and momentum to this 
project that it has felt like fun 
rather than effort,” she said. 
“To see how it can bring joy and 
honor to those investing in it, to 
those of us putting it together, 
and to the recipients, thrills me 
to no end.” 

After assembling the packs, 
Josiah wrote, “Lifting up prizes 
to others lifts up my life, too.” Jo-
siah wanted to continue to have 
tasks to look forward to, and 
Tahni wanted the project to con-
tinue because she has seen the 
tremendous benefit for Josiah in 
the form of therapy, education 

and social compassion. 
Josiah has had three grand-

parents touched by cancer in the 
past, so Tahni suggested making 
more care packages for people 
visiting the M Health Fairview 
Cancer Center in Wyoming. 
The packs will include items of 
comfort including: fleece throws, 
water bottles, hand sanitizer, 
lip balm, essential oils, activity 
books, journals, pens and pen-
cils, backscratchers and Josiah’s 
inspirational quotes and poetry. 

The Cullens have set up a Go-
FundMe to raise money for the 
care packages. A donation of $25  
sponsors one pack. If the packs 
continue to be funded, Tahni 
says they would love to continue 
the project to keep making an 
impact on the community and 
give Josiah a sense of purpose. 

“I love Josiah’s kind heart, 
and I’m so proud of him, espe-

cially when I see how far he has 
come. Even three months ago we 
couldn’t conceive that he would 
be able to do such things as he is 
doing today,” Tahni said. 

Joe added, “I’m so proud of 
Josiah. He’s really grown so much 
in the past year and is showing 
a lot of maturity, and that’s very 
evident with his hard work for 
this project. It’s been really great 
to see how much he cares about 
his community and using his time 
and talents to help our neighbors.” 

Managing Editor Shannon Gra-
nholm can be reached at 651-407-

1227 or quadnews@presspubs.com.

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED
Here is an example of the items in the holiday care packages for Hugo seniors. 

HOW TO DONATE
To donate, visit 

tinyurl.com/4ew894ed. 
$25 will sponsor one care 
package. 

Zephyr Theatre expands ice palace maze 
CORINNE STREMMEL

STAFF WRITER

Minnesotans know their way around ice — 
about 775,000 pounds of ice, to be exact. That 
impressive poundage belongs to this year’s 
ice palace maze at the Zephyr Theatre, which 
opens Jan. 15 and runs until Feb. 20. Weather 
permitting, the ice palace will remain open until 
the 28th.

The Stillwater tradition lives on, but this time 
with even more ice than last year, totaling in 2,900 
blocks of ice. Since this year’s maze is bigger, so is 
the much anticipated ice slide at the maze’s exit.

“It’s the largest ice maze in the US. There’s a 
lot of ice castles out there, but this is one of the 
few ice mazes you can walk through. With the 
sun shining through the ice and so much ice in 
one place it’s really quite lovely to see,” Executive 
Director Calyssa Hall said.

Plans for the maze’s layout were finalized in 
mid-December by maze architect Franz Hall 
who selects his favorite maze design based 
on research he has done on maze psychology, 
which determines what will make for the most 
interesting maze for visitors. Each twist and 
turn is part of a well thought out process that is 

supposed to align with the most logical pathway to 
get out of the maze.

Inspired by the notion of an “ice palace,” this 
year, the Zephyr Theatre chose a medieval castle 
theme for the maze. Two large ice dragons will 
meet visitors at the maze’s entrance and princes, 
princesses and mythical characters will roam 
around the palace with the guests.

In the past the ice palace maze hasn’t had a 
specific theme, but Hall notes that in the future, 
visitors can expect themed mazes every year.

“I’m excited to see families come back each year 
and for the fun of people getting lost in the maze. 
It’s a fun family winter event,” Hall said.

Sustaining members of the Zephyr theater will 
get to see a sneak preview of the theater's hard 
work and careful planning on Jan. 14.

“Seeing kids run toward the entrance of the 
maze kind of brings together the idea that we are 
a theater and we do arts and events. And to see 
kids get that first glimpse of the maze and get 
excited as they run toward the entrance makes it 
all the more worth it,” Hall said. 

Staff Writer Corinne Stremmel can be reached by 
calling 651-407-1226 or emailing lowdownnews@

presspubs.com.

PAUL DOLS | PRESS PUBLICATIONS
Light shines through walls of ice as construction 
continues into the evening leading up to the scheduled 
opening of the Ice Palace Maze last winter.
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Greta Krieger, a returning all-conference basketball player for 
Forest Lake, is handling the bulk of the scoring so far, averag-
ing 19.3 points for the Rangers (2-4) along with 10 rebounds 
and three steals. Krieger hit 31 points in a 65-58 win over 
Mounds View on Dec. 17. As a junior, Krieger averaged 15.4 
points on a 17-4, state tournament team. She’s the lone re-
turning starter. “Greta can play defense, rebound, and score 
in a multitude of ways,” said coach Dave Ostercamp. She 
had 23 points, 16 rebounds and seven steals in a 50-43 win 
over Park. “She was getting bounced around every time she 
drove to the basket, just competing so hard,” said Ostercamp, 
adding that he urged teammates to follow her example.

Eva Johns, Stillwater senior swimmer, closed her career 
making all-state in four events at the state meet on Nov. 
20, held at the University of Minnesota, where she will 
resume her career next year as a Gopher. At state, 
Johns was silver medalist in 100 backstroke with 55.23 
and bronze medalist in 50 freestyle with 23.49. She 
swam legs on the third-place 400 freestyle relay and 
fifth-place medley relay and led the Ponies to third place 
in the team standings. “Eva has been a great teammate 
during her six year tenure with the Stillwater swimming 
and diving team. She was a captain this year and exem-
plified great leadership,” coach Brian Luke said.

Greta Krieger Eva Johns
Forest Lake Basketball Stillwater Swimming

Gavin Middendorf, Forest Lake hockey senior, 
pumped in five goals in the first four games. The 
5-foot-10, 154-pound forward has found the net at 
least once in every game for the Rangers (1-2-1). 
Middendorf tallied 16 goals and six assists as a 
junior. Middendorf is a “dynamic” athlete and a threat 
to score any time he has the puck, coach Jon Loo 
said. “He has the speed, agility, and vision to make 
plays on all areas of the ice. He is also a great leader 
and teammate. The boys love playing for him, and he 
loves playing for them.”

Sam Bethke, Stillwater wrestler, started the season 
unranked, but his strong start put him in the Guillotine 
top ten at No. 7 after seven competitions, coach Matt 
Onken noted. The 126-pound junior won nine of his 
first ten matches. Bethke was a state qualifier as a 
sophomore and has a 58-22 career record. He’s one 
of the reasons Stillwater is 6-0 in duals and won the 
Faribault tournament.

Gavin Middendorf Sam Bethke
Forest Lake Hockey Stillwater Wrestling

ATHLETES OF THE MONTH
*Athletes chosen by press staff

Your Financial Partner  |  651-429-4531  |  northstarbank.com |  4661 Highway 61, White Bear Lake

Private school purchases vacant school in Hugo
BY NOELLE OLSON

STAFF WRITER

Liberty Classical Academy in White 
Bear Lake has purchased the empty 
Withrow Elementary School building 
in Hugo. 

The building has been vacant since 
2017, when the Stillwater School 
District closed the school. At a recent 
Stillwater School Board meeting, 
the board voted to sell the property 
to Liberty Classical Academy, a 
private school with a commitment to 
Christian faith.

“We purchased the building on 
9 acres in Hugo thanks to a super-
generous anonymous donor, and we 
were able to pay cash for the building. 
It’s truly astounding,” Headmaster 
Rebekah Hagstrom said. “In addition 
to that, we have exclusive rights for 
up to 65 acres adjacent to the property. 
Our vision is that this will be the 
future home of Liberty Classical 
Academy.”

The goal is to open a permanent 
campus in three to five years for 
preschool to 12th grade. The sale 
of 30-65 additional acres abutting 
the Hugo property to Liberty is 
contingent on the city of Hugo’s 
approval. Preliminary meetings are 
already underway and, according to 
Hagstrom, look favorable.

Hagstrom said Liberty Classical 
Academy has reached maximum 
capacity at its White Bear Lake campus 
and is currently unable to accommodate 
existing demand for a Liberty Classical 
Academy education. In order to continue 

to grow, they need an immediate short-
term solution for space.

“The purchase of the school 
building provides a solution to both 
short- and long-term facility needs. 
Until the permanent campus is built, 
the existing building on the Hugo 
property will serve as a temporary 
campus that allows Liberty to 
continue enrollment growth without 
having to turn students away,” 
Hagstrom said. 

Since last February, Hagstrom 
said they’ve been actively seeking 
both short- and long-term solutions 
to capitalize on the school’s current 
growth. 

“We don’t want to limit this 
outstanding education just for the 
people who are here now, because 
people are desperate in our culture 
right now to receive this type of 

education for their children that 
Liberty provides,” she said.  

According to Hagstrom, the need for 
a short-term solution was imminent 
this year because the upper school and 
middle school are compressed into a 
small part of the building. The school 
no longer has room to accommodate 
all of its current preschool families 
within its kindergarten program. 

Moving the preschool through 
second grade programs to the Hugo 
campus gives middle and upper school 
programs the space they need to grow, 
and will reduce congestion at the 
White Bear Lake campus.

Hagstrom said that having access to 
the Hugo campus will provide much 
needed additional space. She noted 
that a split campus is not an ideal 
solution, but it’s only temporary. 

Initially, Liberty Classical Academy 

will be moving its preschool through 
second grade programs into the 
existing Hugo school at the beginning 
of the 2022 school year, which will 
allow the school to add a third section 
of kindergarten, first and second 
grade. 

According to Hagstrom, the plan is 
to have before and after school care 
available at both sites beginning at 
7:30 a.m. and ending at 5:30 p.m. Also, 
to have a bus provide transportation 
from the White Bear Lake campus 
to the Hugo campus in the morning, 
with the bus returning from the 
Hugo campus to the White Bear Lake 
campus in the afternoon. In addition, 
it will help facilitate carpool options 
for interested families. 

“Growth is vital. We can’t lose 
momentum,” Hagstrom said. “In order 
to maintain and support a permanent 
location, we have to grow Liberty to 
a level that can sustain a permanent 
location for the long haul and long-
term health of the school.”

The Hugo campus is located at 10158 
122nd Street N. in Hugo. Families who 
have questions about the Hugo campus 
can email them to HugoCampus@
libertyclassicalacademy.org.

For updates on the Hugo 
campus and more information on 
Liberty Classical Academy, visit  
libertyclassicalacademy.org.

Staff Writer Noelle Olson can 
be reached at 651-407-1229 or 

lowdownnews@presspubs.com.

SHANNON GRANHOLM | PRESS PUBLICATIONS
Withrow Elementary School has been purchased by Liberty Classical Academy in 
White Bear Lake.

TODD PROULX | CONTRIBUTED
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We are excited about our beautiful 
new facility that is now open in 
Vadnais Heights, Minnesota.

40,000 square feet of new and used furniture in one location!

3391 Labore Rd, Vadnais Heights
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Ice safety is more than just not falling through
BY ROY HEILMAN

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Along with winter come snow 
and cold, essential components 
of the many wintertime Min-
nesota activities. Ice anglers 
fl ock by the thousands to lakes, 
along with snowmobilers, skiers, 
skaters and others. Some fi nd it 
hard to wait.

Because ice thickness can 
vary widely on any body of 
water, venturing out early 
increases the odds of breaking 
through. Taking precautions, 
however, can make that fi rst trip 
a bit safer.
• When possible, stay near shore 

where water is shallow. Keep 
away from creek and river in-
lets, as well as known springs 
and beaver lodges.

• Bring ice picks for traction in 
case of unexpected immersion. 
There are many on the market 
designed to hang around the 
neck; Clam Outdoors (a Min-
nesota company) makes a pair 
with fl oating handles. Nails 
or screwdrivers—secured in a 
chest pocket—can work in lieu 
of picks. If you are in a group, 
consider bringing a throw 
rope.

• Seal cell phones in zippered 
plastic bags and secure them 
in a warm pocket so they will 
be available and in working or-
der to call for help if necessary.

• Check ice thickness frequent-
ly with an ice auger, chisel 
or cordless drill; Minnesota 
DNR recommends doing this 
every 150 feet. Measure with 
a retractable tape measure, 
hooking the end under the 
bottom edge of the ice to get an 
accurate reading.

• The Minnesota DNR gives 4 
inches of clear, hard ice as a 
minimum for those on foot. 
Five inches is required for 
snowmobiles and ATVs, and 
12 inches is the minimum for 
trucks.

Clear ice is the strongest, and 
usually forms quickly under a 
cold snap. Lake ice that appears 
cloudy or white is weaker, and is 
more likely to be found on area 
lakes this year due to recent 
freeze/thaw cycles. The DNR 
says to double thickness re-
quirements for “white” ice, and 
reminds us that “ice is never 
100% safe.”

Those driving vehicles would 
do well to stay on established 
paths. They are also advised 
to drive with doors unlocked, 
windows down and seatbelts 
unfastened to enable a swift 
exit from the vehicle if it should 
become necessary.

If a person traveling on foot 
should fall through the ice, the 
procedure for escaping is simple 
(videos for illustration are avail-
able on the DNR’s Ice Safety web 
page):

• Calm yourself and try to 
return breathing to a normal 
rate.

• Exit the water in the direction 
you came. Do not attempt to 
“climb” out vertically. Instead, 
think of “swimming” out. 
Reach out and use ice picks to 
pull with hands while kicking 
with feet.

• Roll away from the hole, then 
crawl on hands and knees to 
distribute your weight more 
broadly.

While breaking through the 
ice is usually the chief concern 
when it comes to ice safety, the 
majority of on-ice injuries come 
from other traumas.

A 2016 study done by Mayo 
Clinic physicians looked at 
the type and occurrence of ice 
fi shing injuries. Though serious, 
“immersion/drowning” injuries 
accounted for only 5% of the 
patients in the study. “Orthope-
dic/musculoskeletal” injuries 
were recorded at approximately 
nine times that rate (46%) and 
characterized as “likely related 
to slips on the ice.”

Inexpensive ice cleats are 

designed to prevent such slips, 
which are common early and 
late in the ice season.

Various major (6%)  and minor 
traumas (37%) accounted for 
injuries such as lacerations, 
contusions and concussions, and 
also came in at rates higher than 
immersion/drowning.

In the discussion of study fi nd-
ings researchers offered several 
safety tips, including only going 

out when conditions are safe 
and the buddy system. They also 
issued a warning regarding the 
way alcohol consumption can 
cause or contribute to injuries 
sustained on the ice.

Roy Heilman is a contributing 
writer for Press Publications. He 

can be reached at news@press-
pubs.com or 651-407-1200.

CONTRIBUTED
A warm fall and temperature swings have somewhat delayed the 
arrival of ice fi shing season. Anglers who put safety fi rst will keep 
injury from interrupting their seasons.

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | CONTRIBUTED
The minimum ice thickness guidelines for new clear ice only.
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“BABY BEAR’S SNOW SHOW” 
OUTDOOR EXPERIMENT
When: 10 a.m.-noon Wednesdays in 
January, and Saturday, Jan. 8.
Where: Stillwater Public Library, 224 
Third St. N.
Details: Drop -in as Baby Bear and Miss 
Kim will repeatedly share a 10-minute 
in-person snowy story, poem or song on 
the Stillwater Public Library outdoor 
terrace. Additional outdoor activities 
and indoor crafts. Designed for young 
children. Weather-dependent, see 
website for updates.
Contact: 651-275-4338 or washcolib.org.

HISTORY’S HANGOVER: OUR 
CURRENT RACIAL RECKONING
When: 6:30 p.g. To 8 p.m. Mondays, Jan. 17, 
Jan.24, and Jan. 31.
Where: Virtual. 
Details: Join us for a three-part online 
series with Dr. Jim Stewart, a professor 
emeritus of history at Macalester and a 
scholar of the Abolitionist Movement. Dr. 
Stewart will provide a frank examination of 
our nation and area’s past encounters with 
white supremacy. 
Contact: Register in person, online 
at WashCoLib.org/Events, or call 651-275-
7300. This program is funded with money 
from Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural 
Heritage Fund.

SNOWSHOE HIKE
When: 10 a.m.-noon Saturday, Jan. 8. 
Where: William O’Brien State Park, 16821 
O’Brien Trail N., Marine on St. Croix
Details: Join the park naturalist to 
explore a beautiful landscape most 
visitors don’t know about. No experience 
needed, but be prepared to snowshoe 1-2 
miles on moderately steep terrain. Bring 
your own snowshoes if possible. Ages 
10+. Registration required by phone or 
e-mail; free with park permit.
Contact: 651-539-4986 or e-mail Sean.
Hoppes@state.mn.us.

HIKING INTO THE NIGHT
When: 6:30-8:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 8.
Where: Belwin Conservancy, 1553 
Stagecoach Trail S. in Afton.
Details: Brief overview of winter 
night life followed by a night hike and 
refreshments around a fi re. Ages 12 and 
up, accompanied by an adult. $20/family; 
RSVP required.
Contact: 651-436-5189 or belwin.org.

SNOWSHOE DISCOVERY WALK 
FOR BEGINNERS
When: 2-3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 8 and 
Sunday, Jan. 9.
Where: William O’Brien State Park, 16821 
O’Brien Trail N., Marine on St. Croix.
Details: The park naturalist will give a 
brief how-to-snowshoe lesson and lead 
a walk through a winter landscape. 
Bring your own snowshoes or borrow 
our historic wooden ones for free. 
No experience necessary. Ages 8+.  
Registration required by phone or 
e-mail; free with park permit.
Contact: 651-539-4986 or e-mail Sean.
Hoppes@state.mn.us.

MARINE CANDLELIGHT SERIES: 
CHIONE
When: 4:30-6 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 9.
Where: Marine Village Hall, 121 Judd St.
Details: Enjoy and evening of classical 
chamber music by candlelight with 
Chione woodwind quintet. Visit with 
artists after performance. Tickets $10-$40.
Contact: marinecandlelightseries.org.

LET’S MAKE STUFF: DECORATIVE 
LIGHT SWITCHES
When: 2-3:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 13.
Where: Hardwood Creek Library, 19955 
Forest Rd. N. in Forest Lake.
Details: Make a unique light switch using 
vintage type sketches and watercolor paints. 
Materials included. Registration required.
Contact: 651-275-7300 or washcolib.org.

‘CLUE’
When: 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan 13; 7:30 
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m. 

Sundays, Jan. 14-30. 
Where: Hanifl  Performing Arts Center, 
4941 Long Ave. in White Bear Lake.
Details: Lakeshore Players perform a 
comedic murder mystery inspired by the 
classic board game. Tickets $25-$30.
Contact: 651-478-7427 or 
lakeshoreplayers.org.

FROZEN FLANNEL OUTDOOR 
CURLING AND BONSPIEL
When: 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 15.
Where: Water Street Inn, 101 Water 
Street S.
Details: Outdoor curling event begins 
with a traditional Scottish Bagpipe 
procession at 9:15 a.m. Teams play for 
the :Golden Broom” trophy; spectators 
welcome.
Contact: eventbrite.com/e/frozen-
fl annel-outdoor-bonspiel-registration.

BLUEGRASS JAM SESSION
When: 10 a.m.-noon Saturday, Jan. 15
Where: Marine Mills Folk School, 550 
Pine St., Marin e on St. Croix
Details: Veteran teacher Randy 
Gildersleeve and fellow musicians will play 
songs in the jam session format, and talk 
about what you need to know to become 
a jammer, including “jam etiquette”. The 
demonstration will be followed by an 
invitation to join in on a few tunes. Free; 
donation of $10/person encouraged.
Contact: marinemillsfolkschool.org.

HISTORY’S HANGOVER: OUR 
CURRENT RACIAL RECKONING
When: Part 1: 6:30-8 p.m. Monday, Jan. 
17; Part 2: 6:30-8 p.m. Monday, Jan. 24; 
Part 3: 6:30-8 p.m. Monday, Jan. 31.
Where: Virtual event.
Details: Three-part series with Dr. Jim 
Stewart, a professor emeritus of history 
at Macalester and a scholar of the 
Abolitionist Movement. Dr. Stewart 
will provide a frank examination of our 
nation and area’s past encounters with 
white supremacy.
Contact: 651-275-7300 or washcolib.org.

WORLD SNOW SCULPTURE 
CHAMPIONSHIP
When: Noon-8 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 18 
through Sunday, Jan. 23.
Where: Lowell Park in Stillwater.
Details: Teams from around the world will 
create snow sculptures while competing 
for prize money and the title of World 
Champion. Spectators can watch, visit 
with teams, and vote for favorite team. 
Event includes social gatherings, activities 
and ceremonies throughout the weekend.
Contact: 
worldsnowsculptingstillwatermn.com.

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST
When: 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 2 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21-Feb. 5.
Where: The Phipps Center for the Arts, 
109 Locust St. in Hudson.
Details: Enjoy Oscar Wilde’s classic from 
the fi rst cucumber sandwich on as Jack’s 
double life catches up with him. Tickets 
start at $20.
Contact: 715-386-8409 or thephipps.org.

DAVINCI FEST
When: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 22
Where: Stillwater Area High School, 5701 
Stillwater Blvd. N.
Details: Community event celebrates art 
and science, showcasing the talents and 
creativity  of local youth. Art, Science and 
Upcycling Fair 9a.m.-12:30 p.m., hands-on 
exhibits 1-5 p.m., demos and performances 
with metro-wide orgrnizations.
Contact: partnershipplan.org/davincifest.

NEW YEAR, NEW VISION
When: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 22.
Where: Marine Mills Folk School, 550 
Pine St., Marine on St. Croix.
Details: Create an artistic visual collage 
that will guide you to accomplish 
your hopes and dream and provide 
inspiration for 2022. Local coach Jen 
Bertsch will also meet with small groups 
or one-on-one during class. $5 fee for 
supplies; $20 suggested donation.
Contact: marinemillsfolkschool.org.

CONVERSATIONS OF THE VALLEY: 
“MAKING THE CASE FOR PLACE”
When: noon-1 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 22.
Where: Online.
Details: Speaker series hosted by the 
St. Croix Valley Foundation presents 
an online series about  “Placemaking” 
– how intentionally fostering an 
attachment to a place can impact a 
town’s economic growth, help to attract 
and retain residents, and build thriving 
communities. Dr. Katherine Lofl in is 
presenter. Free, but registration required.
Contact: scvfoundation.org.

FIRE AND ICE WINTER SOCIAL
When: noon-10 p.m. Friday, Jan. 29, 
Saturday, Jan. 29, and Sunday, Jan. 30.
Where: Lowell Park in Stillwater.
Details: Event features a variety of hot air 
balloons, fi repits, ice sculptures, music 
and more. Most activities free. Adult Pond 
Hockey Tournament Friday-Sunday.
Contact: facebook.com/
fi reandicepondhockey.

HISTORIC WINTER ICE CREAM SOCIAL
When: noon-4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 29.
Where: Lowell Park in Stillwater.
Details: Washington County Historical 

Society holds an old-fashioned ice 
cream social with free ice cream 
and root beer fl oats. Chili and coffee 
available for nominal fee. 
Contact: 651-439-5956 or wchsmn.org.

PAT DONAHUE AND THE PRAIRIE 
ALL STARS
When: 2 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 29.
Where: The Phipps Center for the Arts, 
109 Locust St. in Hudson.
Details: Blues, folk, rockabilly and 
more performed by Grammy-winning 
guitarist Pat Donahue and members 
of the Guys All Star Shoe Band 
from “A Prairie Home Companion.” 
Tickets start at $20.
Contact: 715-386-8409 or thephipps.org.

LUNAR NEW YEAR WITH PETITE 
CONCERTS
When: 10:30-11:30 a.m. Monday, Jan. 31.
Where: Hardwood Creek Library, 19955 
Forest Rd. N. in Forest Lake.
Details: Celebrate the Lunar New Year 
with an informal; and interactive 
concert for newborns to preschoolers. 
Registration required.
Contact: 651-275-7300 or washcolib.org.

MIDWINTER FAMILY FUN
When: 7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 5
Where: Belwin Conservancy, 1553 
Stagecoach Trail S. in Afton.
Details:View the stars and moon with 
Minnesota Astronomical Society 
members, meet a raptor, and enjoy arts/
ecological activities and a campfi re with 
s-mores. $10/car.
Contact: 651-436-5189 or belwin.org.

ONGOING 
EVENTS

WINTERTIME IN STILLWATER 
LIGHT SHOW
When: 5-10 p.m. through Mar. 20
Where: Downtown Stillwater, 1010 
Main St.
Details: Experience a winter 
wonderland of lights in downtown 
Stillwater on Chestnut St. from Main 
Street to the Historic Lift Bridge.

HISTORIC COURTHOUSE GUIDED 
TOURS
When: 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday, through 
Jan. 31
Where: Washington County Historic 
Courthouse, Pine and Third Streets, 
Stillwater
Details: Short introductory video 
followed by a tour of the courtroom, 
1900s county jail, and exhibitions. Hear 
stories of the building’s construction 
and the people who worked there. Free; 
donations accepted.
Contact: 651-275-7075 or 
co.washington.mn.us/hc.

WATER STREET INN’S WINTER 
RIVER-SIDE ICE SKATING RINK
When: 8 a.m.-10 p.m. daily through 
February.
Where:  Water Street Inn, 101 Water St. S.
Details: Free skating for all ages in 
downtown Stillwater. Bring your own 
skates. Schedule subject to change.
Contact: 651-439-6000 or 
discoverstillwater.com.

ICE PALACE MAZE
When: 2-10 p.m. Monday-Friday; Noon-
10 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 15 
through Feb. 20.
Where: Stillwater Zephyr Theatre, 601 
N. Main St.
Details: Ice maze with ½ mile of 
twisty passages, ice slide, ice bar, 
hot chocolate and s’mores. Tickets in 
advance online-children 12 and under 
$12; Adults 13+ $20, Under 4 free; 
tickets at gate $2 more.
Contact: 651-342-1542 or 
icepalacemaze.com.

Guided bird hike
FILE

When: 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 8.
Where: Lake Elmo Park Reserve, 1515 Keats Ave. N.
Details: Learn to identify the birds that call the St. Croix Valley home and 
contribute to citizen science data collection by completing bird count surveys 
with the guide. Call to register. Free with parking permit.
Contact: 651-430-8370 or co.washington.mn.us/parks.
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We are Forest 
Lake’s Original 

Grooming Salon 
since 1989!

Grooming Salon

Happy New Year!
 100% dedicated to your pet’s grooming in a 
cozy, intimate pet spa, not a big box store!

Check out our social media to see all of 
our happy clients!

Nail Trims by appointment only.

143 North Lake Street, Forest Lake   www.petstylesmn.com

651-464-6996

Call one of our Certified 
Master Groomers at

Visit our web site and Take a Virtual Tour!

Award Winning Pet Grooming!

71
16
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2015-2020 2017-2021

 | petstylesgrooming
 | petstylesgrooming

PETSTYLES Where Quality 
Comes First

70
75

65

I N N  &  S U I T E S ®

B Y  R A D I S S O N

WE CAN HELP!
651-982-9799

Monthly Meetings? Birthday 
Parties? Business Lunch? 

1954 West Broadway Avenue, Forest Lake, MN

Meeting room available for private use

71
37

22

Around the Lakes
We’re Forest Lake’s original grooming shop, 

operating since 1989. Your pets are like family to 
us. We remain 100% committed to your pet from 

start to fi nish. It’s all we do and we make your pet look 
and feel its best! Always have and always will! Be sure to 
check out our photos of happy clients on Instagram/Facebook 
@ petstylesgrooming 

Contact Petstyles today at 651-464-6996 for all of your pet grooming needs. www.petstylesmn.com

• Trimming • Shampoos  •Ears • Nails • Grooming • Anal Glands • Dyes 
Voted BEST GROOMING SALON since 2015 when this category was created!

From L to R: Kari, owner and groomer; 
Sandy, groomer; and Jackie, groomer.

We are proud that for the sixth 
year in a row, we were awarded 

“Best Pet Grooming”

2015-20202017-2021
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67
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Local business, Hugo farmer refl ect on reality 
TV experience 

BY SHANNON GRANHOLM 
MANAGING EDITOR

Owners of an area apple orchard, a local 
farm and a seasonal ice cream shop can 
now share a little bit more about a big secret 
they have had to keep for quite some time. 

The Miron family farm in Hugo, Pine 
Tree Apple Orchard in White Bear Lake 
and Nelson’s Ice Cream in Stillwater were 
three of several stops featured in a real-
ity TV show’s visit to the state. The ABC 
Show “The Bachelorette” is currently in its 
18th season and follows Michelle Young, a 
former Division I basketball player and fi fth 
grade teacher from Minnesota in her search 
to fi nd a lifelong partner. 

Although fi lming for the episodes ceased 
long ago, the show’s fi nale is expected to air 
Tuesday, Dec. 21. Several of the episodes 
were fi lmed in Minnesota, highlighting 
traditions like sports games, lakes, city and 
suburb life and agriculture. 

Miron Farm 
Washington County Commissioner and 

former Hugo Mayor Fran Miron has heard 
of the show before, but never watched an 
episode — that is, until the show was fi lmed 
at his family’s farm. 

Miron marks the fourth generation 
of family ownership on the farm. His 
great-great-grandfather settled on the farm 
and built the farmhouse, in which he lives, 
in 1887. Two of Miron’s sons are active on 
the farm and mark the fi fth generation.

This past summer, Miron explained, he 
was contacted by a woman who owns an 
agriculture tourism company. “I honestly 
don't know how the contact was made with 
her. She had gotten my contact information 
through the Minnesota Milk Producers 
Association ... Ultimately, there were some 
site visits and they decided they wanted to 
do the shoot here.” 

Film crews spent a full day on the farm 
in August. The episode shows Michelle on 
a group date at the farm. The men have to 
hand-milk cows, churn butter and shovel 
manure. The date ends with a nighttime 
hayride. 

Miron said he had some informal discus-
sions with the show’s producers about what 
the group date could look like, but for the 
most part, the producers already had a vi-
sion for what they wanted. Miron explained 
that the producers really wanted to have 
a traditional agriculture experience, even 
though so much of that — such as milking 
cows and disposing of manure — is done 
mechanically now.

“It’s a unique experience for us and for the 
family. I think we were just honored to be 
a part of the show,” Miron said. “When you 
look back and you think about the city of 
Hugo and our community and how hard we 
worked to preserve our rural character over 
the years as the city grew and developed, so, 
to have national recognition of that rural 
heritage I think is cool.” 

He appreciated that the episode provided 
a positive glimpse of agriculture. He also 
thought it was rather interesting how the 
show made the comparison between a re-
lationship and agriculture and the similar 
qualities needed for both — commitment, 
hard work and faith. 

“You put in the hard work and the nurtur-
ing and have faith that something is going 
to come of that in 10-15 years; the same is 
true with farming and dairy,” he said.

“Every year we plant a crop and we have 
got faith that that crop is going to grow, and 
you do what you can to nurture that crop 
and there's things beyond our control … but 
to tie that into relationship-building in the 
programming, it was just neat to see that in 
my mind, that connection being made.” 

Pine Tree Apple Orchard 
Although Pine Tree Apple Orchard was 

also a location for a date on the show, CEO 
Barb Jacobson described a very different 
experience from Miron’s. 

“We never saw her, or the person who 
was going to be in that episode,” Jacobson 
explained. “We never really saw a thing, no 
cameras, we never saw anyone. They were 
in and then they were out.” 

Jacobson has never seen the show, but one 
of her sisters and a few Pine Tree employees 
“watch the show religiously,” she said. 

One day out of the blue, Jacobson says 
she received a phone call from someone on 
the production crew who told her they were 
looking for a pick-your-own apple orchard, 
which Pine Tree is not. “I said, I’m not sure 
how you got our name, but I think we have a 
pretty beautiful location, and you might just 
want to come and take a look at us.” 

The crew checked it out and decided it 

would be a great fi t. 
The fi rst apple trees were planted on the 

shore of Pine Tree Lake in 1904. Art Jacob-
son and his wife, Dickey, moved to the or-
chard in 1950 and purchased it in 1958. The 
original orchard of 25 acres is now grown to 
more than 300 acres and is planted in apple 
trees, strawberries, pumpkins and corn for 
the corn maze. In 1963, Pine Tree Orchard 
purchased an additional orchard in Pres-
ton, Minnesota. Today, all six adult children 
and some the Jacobson’s grandchildren are 
actively involved in growing and marketing 
apples and strawberries. 

During the episode, Michelle goes on a 
one-on-one date with Rodney, a sales rep 
from California. During the date they pick 
some apples, play a game of catch (with 
apples), do some taste testing and ride 
bicycles. 

The crews were able to fi lm while the 
orchard was open for business. They set up 
toward the back of the orchard, near the 
First Kiss apple, and even used a back drive-
way to enter and exit the property. 

Jacobson said Michelle and Rodney were 
only at the orchard for maybe a couple of 
hours. Jacobson was a bit disappointed that 
there was nothing that would allow even 
Pine Tree regulars to identify that the date 
was at Pine Tree. 

“I just wish that our name would’ve been 
somewhere,” she said. “It was not obvious 
where it was … I wish there would have 
been something more identifying that it was 
us. We kept hoping there was going to be 
some little glimmer that it was obviously us. 
But to me, nothing stuck out as being us.” 

Pine Tree Apple Orchard didn’t spoil the 
secret until the day the episode aired so 
that employees could watch the episode if 
they wanted to. “It was still fun to watch. It 
was fun to be nationally selected,” Jacobson 
said.

The Citizen was not able to reach Nelson's 
Ice Cream before press deadline. 

Managing Editor Shannon Granholm can 
be reached at 651-407-1227 or quadnews@

presspubs.com.

ABC | CONTRIBUTED
Hugo resident and Washington County Commissioner Fran Miron watches over 
contestants on “The Bachelorette” reality TV Show. A portion of one of this season’s 
episode was fi lmed on Miron’s farm. 
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Traditional 
Somali finger 

weaving
MARINE ON ST. CROIX — Marine Mills 

Folk School (MMFS) is excited to partner 
with the Somali Museum of Minnesota 
to offer a class on Jan. 15. “Traditional 
Somali Finger Weaving” will feature four 
Somali-heritage artists who will guide 
students as they learn traditional finger 
weaving techniques and create a beautiful 
handmade weaving to take home.

“Honored as 'grandmothers,' these 
artists will share stories and weaving 
techniques in a unique, hands-on 
opportunity for our students,” noted Robin 
Brooksbank, MMFS board member. Using 
no loom or frame, Somali nomads use 
traditional finger weaving techniques to 
make floor mats and other items for their 
homes. The class is designed for adults 
and young people aged 12 and above.

Deadline for class registration is Jan. 8; 
the class will take place Jan. 15 at Marine 
Mills Folk School in Marine on St. Croix. 
All materials are provided with the class 
fee. The folk school is following Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention and 
Minnesota State COVID guidelines, and 
requiring masks and social distancing 
at all classes. Current protocols can be 
found on its website.

A local nonprofit arts organization, 
MMFS offers in-person and online 
hands-on learning opportunities 
focusing on traditional arts and crafts 
such as baking, woodcarving, weaving, 
spinning and many other traditional 
skills. Upcoming classes offered in 
person include beginning weaving, 
traditional Scandinavian spoon carving, 
soap making, making a heirloom bear, 
vegetable fermentation, and needle felting. 
Online classes include how to make tallow 
skin lotions and Argentine street food.

Visit marinemillsfolkschool.org 
for additional information or to see a 
complete listing of classes.

From press release

Young adult Hugo writer 
becomes storyteller 

“Better Luck This Time” is Hugo resident Brooke 
Nelson's second young adult suspense novel in 
“The Half Theft” duology. 

Press Publications recently sat down with Hugo 
resident Brooke Nelson to find out more about her 
recent release of the second young adult suspense 
novel “Better Luck This Time” in “The Half Theft” 
duology.  

Nelson is currently enrolled at Century College 
and working toward a bachelor’s degree in 
business. 

Q. How many novels have you written?
A. “Better Luck This Time” is the second of two 
young adult suspense novels I have penned in “The 
Half Theft” duology. I published its predecessor on 
Nov. 1, 2020.

Q. What inspired you to write this duology?
A. I could create a mile-long list of the specifics 
of my inspiration for “The Half Theft,” but to 
put it simply, the idea of becoming a storyteller 
appealed to me. I've spent years devouring and 
doting on everyone else's stories, whether they 
be told through ink on paper or through actors 
on a screen. A few years ago, it finally struck me 
that I have a million sources of inspiration in my 
head and no outlet for them. Why not put some to 
good use?

Q. Provide a brief overview of the main 
characters and plot. 
A. “The Half Theft” chronicles the story of a 
young man, Charlie, who becomes entangled in 
the schemes of the city's most dangerous criminal 
family. While on a mission to recover his missing 
best friend, Elle, he builds an alliance with two 
cops and a member of the very family he tries most 
to evade. “Better Luck This Time” picks up right 
where the former book left off, and follows he and 
his allies' last stand to save the city and their lives.

Q. What do you hope readers will gain from the 
story? 
A. I hope to pass on to my readers just a bit of the 
joy I have experienced from others' stories over 
the years. Everyone should have the opportunity 
to find a story that truly resonates with them, and 
characters they can fall in love with. As simple 
as it sounds, that's one of the small things in life I 
will never get enough of.

Q. Who are your favorite authors? 
A. It seems I develop a love for a new author every 
day lately, but my all-time favorites would have to be 
Frank Herbert (of “The Dune Chronicles”), Patrick 
Ness (of the “Chaos Walking” trilogy) and Leigh 
Bardugo (of the “Grisha” trilogy).

Q. Where can Press readers find your books? 
A. You can find my books on my Amazon author 
page: amazon.com/Brooke-Nelson/e/B08KP14ZFK

For more of my writing and book reviews, visit my 
website: bybrookenelson.com

Q. Do you have any plans for future works? 
A. I am in early stages of development on a new, thus 
far unnamed, young adult thriller. I plan to tie in a 
bit of fantasy this time.

Compiled by Shannon Granholm

CONTRIBUTED
Brooke Nelson
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Ronald,11, is caring and witty. When with Ronald, 
you can expect him to sing, dance, play pranks, 
and make jokes. He describes himself as silly, 
funny, shy, fearless, and helpful. Ronald enjoys 
spending time with others and likes joking around. 
He has a vibrant personality and loves showing 
off in front of the camera. Ronald enjoys playing 
football, basketball, pool, and ping pong. A couple 
of his favorite foods are pizza and mashed potatoes 
with gravy, but he isn’t a fan of coleslaw, cooked 
carrots, or sweet potatoes. He likes superhero 
movies, scary movies, and Star Wars.

He enjoys participating in culturally specifi c 
activities that keep him connected with his Native 
American culture. Ronald okay with living in either 
the city or the country, and says that if he lives on a 
farm, he will need some boots. He loves dogs and 
cats. Ronald would do well in a structured home. 

ICWA applies.
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Ice sculpting team carves 
its way to nationals

BY NOELLE OLSON
STAFF WRITER

While growing up in 
east St. Paul, Jon Baller 
liked to draw but never 
dreamed that someday 
he'd be competing in a 
national ice sculpting 
competition.

The longtime 
Stillwater resident 
and his team are the 
current Minnesota 
state snow sculpting 
champions. They will 
represent Minnesota 
in the U.S. National 
Snow Sculpting 
Championship in Lake 
Geneva, Wisconsin, Feb 
2-6. Baller’s son Josh is 
a team member, along 
with Baller’s cousin 
Curtis Cook.

Baller's interest in 
ice sculpting began 35 
years ago when he saw 
an ad in the newspaper 
that said the St. Paul 
Winter Carnival 
was looking for ice 
sculptors for a snow 
sculpting competition. 
It was the fi rst year 
the carnival held the 
competition.

“I thought it sounded 
fun, so I got a couple 
of guys I was going to 
school with and we 
made a team. We had 
no idea what we were 
doing and did a really 
bad sculpture (it was 
suppose to be a beach 
scene with a bunch of 
snow people laying on 
the beach and another 
snow man surfi ng) and 
ended up knocking the 
entire block down,” 
Baller laughed. “We 
didn't know there was 
going to be an ice block, 
and we knocked the 
block down and then 
we had to build it back 
up. That was way more 
work than it needed to 
be.”

“We have done ice 
sculpting at the St. Paul 
Winter Carnival every 
year since then, and we 

are the only team that 
has done it every year,” 
he added.

Throughout the 
years, Baller has 
coaxed his brothers, 
sisters and friends into 
ice sculpting, and they 
also have competed 
in the carnival’s snow 
sculpting contest. “One 
year we had fi ve teams 
in the competition,” he 
said.

Baller and his team 
has also participated in 
the Aquatennial sand 
sculpting competition 
at Lake Nokomis.

“Sand is a little 
different, because it 
doesn't stick together 
like snow does,” Baller 
said. “Everything sort 
of looks like a mound. 
We did a collage of the 
Aquatennial images 
and in the middle it 
had the downtown 
Minneapolis skyline.”

Baller said he likes 
convoluted sculptures, 
and his favorite thing 
to sculpt is something 
different. “I just like 
creating sculptures 
that have many pieces 
to it.”

“We did one called 
‘Keurig Version .2’ 
where we made this big 
complicated thing with 
pipes, bells, tanks and 
electrical equipment 
and we had a guy 
sitting on a corner with 
a big lever and on the 
other end was a large 
cup of coffee,” he said. 
“I enjoy doing stuff like 
that, where people have 
to stop and really take a 
look at it with all of the 
little pieces.”

Baller said the 
year his team won 
the Minnesota State 
competition at the 
Winter Carnival, the 
title of the sculpture 
was “Vulcanstein.” 
A Winter Carnival 
Vulcan was splayed 
on an operating table, 

and a mad scientist was 
re-animating him. “We 
had this big lab set up 
with a table, and we 
had a couple of brains 
sitting on the table, 
beakers, and all sorts of 
stuff,” he said.

Overall, Baller 
and his team have 
participated in more 
than 50 competitions 
and have won many 
prizes at the state 
and regional level in 
both snow and sand 
sculpting. “We've 
been in the national 
competition seven or 
eight times,” Baller 
said.

Baller and his team 
are not competing 
in the World 
Snow Sculpting 
Championships Jan. 
18-23 in Stillwater, but 
Baller was asked to 
create a demonstration 
snow sculpture at 
Lowell Park. “We 
are going to do a 
demo of something 
like a lumberjack or 
something along those 
lines,” he said.

Baller is an avid 

runner and biker and 
loves cruising the 
Brown’s Creek trail. “I 
have a boat on the St. 
Croix, and we go out 
there and spend a lot 
of time up north in the 
woods,” he said.

When he's not 
sculpting, Baller is 
an engineer at PaR 
Systems, a company 
in Shoreview that 
makes robotic systems 
and software for the 
aerospace industry.

“What I like about 
sculpting is spending 
time with my family, 
friends, my son 
and cousin. The 
camaraderie with the 
other teams is fun, “ 
Baller said. “It's fun to 
make something, plan 
it out and actually see 
it sitting there after 
you're done that is 10 
times bigger than your 
little model.”

Staff Writer Noelle 
Olson can be reached 

at 651-407-1229 or 
lowdownnews@
presspubs.com.

Chamber ready 
to host the 

world's biggest 
block party

BY NOELLE OLSON
STAFF WRITER

The city of Stillwater 
is preparing to host 
the inaugural World 
Snow Sculpting 
Championship 
competition Jan. 18-23.

Ten to 12 teams from 
around the world 
will travel to Lowell 
Park in Stillwater 
to create amazing 
snow sculptures while 
competing for the title of the World Champion.

Stillwater Area Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Robin Anthony said this is an 
event that involves a lot of planning with the city 
of Stillwater, Discover Stillwater and the chamber.

“In September 2020, the mayor and I brought 
together the city and business owners to help 
the businesses get through COVID and to do 
something in the wintertime. Last summer, the 
city of Stillwater updated their strategic plan that 
now states that their focus is to make Stillwater a 
year-round destination,” Anthony said.

The city and chamber researched for things do 
in the winter and discovered the national snow 
sculpting competition at Lake Geneva, Wisconsin.

“We talked to the organizers of that event, and 
they said they've always wanted to do a world snow 
sculpting championship,” Anthony said. “There 
are international competitions, but there's never 
been a world snow sculpting championship.”

According to Anthony, there were many cities 
that were interested in hosting. Winter Fun LLC 
wanted the contest to be by a river town, and 
Stillwater was the organization’s fi rst choice.

Over the last year, the chamber has been 
working with the steering committee to host the 
event. Part of its tagline is the “world's coolest 
block party,” which the chamber will host.

“Depending if the weather cooperates, they 
will start making snow on Jan. 10 in the chamber 
parking lot and moving the clean snow into Lowell 
Park and forms that they're building,” Anthony 
said. “Then the snow will go into the forms, and 
people will get in and stomp the snow down. That 
should take about a week.”

On Tuesday, Jan. 18, an artist will present a 
carving exhibition and discuss carving and the 
tools they're using at Lowell Park. “It's a chance 
for visitors to get up real close and ask questions 
to the artist,” Anthony said.

There will be an opening ceremony Wednesday, 
Jan. 19, at JX Event Center for VIP's and sponsors. 
This is a ticketed event, and is open to the public 
with limited seating available.

“That will be the time to introduce all the 
teams from the (different) countries and get 
them on stage and say 'hello.' There will also be 
entertainment and a chance to mingle with the 
teams,” Anthony said.

The competition starts at 9 a.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 19, at Lowell Park and will go until 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 22.

The chamber will host a mixer on Thursday, 
Jan. 20, at the Water Street Inn to celebrate its 130-
year anniversary.

At 4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 22, there will be a 
closing awards ceremony at the Water Street 
Street Inn. First-, second- and third-place winners 
will be announced, as will the people's choice 
award.

“After the awards ceremony, we'll be celebrating 
at the world's biggest block party,” Anthony said. 
“We're looking at taking the whole block and 
having a community party. People can check our 
website for updates.”

The event ends Sunday, Jan. 23, with 
MinneSnowta Nice Day, which will focus on the 
state of Minnesota.

For updates on the event and to learn more about 
the World Snow Sculpting Championship, go to  
https://greaterstillwaterchamber.com/WSSC.

Staff Writer Noelle Olson can be reached at 651-
407-1229 or lowdownnews@presspubs.com.

CONTRIBUTED
Pictured left to right: Curtis Cook, Josh Baller and Jon Baller pose in front of the “Vulcanstein” snow sculpture 
which earned the team fi rst place at the St. Paul Winter Carnival. 

CONTRIBUTED

CONTRIBUTED
A sculpture of an Acme snow machine carved by Jon 
Baller and his team in Montana.
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The Lowdown 2021 year in review
Before we say hello to 2022, it’s a tradition at The 

Lowdown to take a look at some of the most mem-
orable stories of the year. Each month brought us 
something new, as we adjusted to the new norms of 
COVID-19. Some of us hit the ski trails to shake off 
the winter blues, while in the summer months, others 
opted for local lakes to escape this summer’s heat.

The Lift Bridge Loop Trail reopened for locals and 
tourists alike this year, and community traditions 
like the Tough Mudder and Food Truck Extravagan-
za made a comeback. Even the most diffi cult parts 
of 2021 didn’t stop us from enjoying the good stuff in 
between.

JANUARY
Fighting the winter blues

Minnesotans embraced winter sports this year 
as a way to get outdoors and fi ght cabin fever after 
months of lockdown. Some tried out cross-country 
skiing, also referred to as Nordic, as a way to get a 
full-body workout. While Minnesota isn’t a beacon for 
downhill skiing, its fl at landscape makes it perfect for 
cross-country ski lovers. Ice skating and snow shoe-
ing remained a winter favorite while others tried out 
the dog sledding and cross-country ski mix, skijoring, 
which got both people and their pups outdoors.

First baby of 2021
Lakeview hospital welcomed the fi rst baby of the 

year, Julianna Radjenovich. She weighed 5 pounds 4 
ounces and measured 18.5 inches. Her parents, Alyssa 
and Nick, of Circle Pines, were surprised to learn that 
Julianna was born the exact same size as her older 
sister Mackenzie.

FEBRUARY

Get lost in Stillwater’s massive ice maze
In February 2021, Stillwater was home to what is 

said to be the largest ice maze in the country. This 
year’s ice maze, 114 feet by 72 feet, was built using 
1,500 blocks of ice, each of which weighed approx-
imately 260 pounds. Despite lingering COVID-19 
restrictions, this monster maze was a chance to cele-
brate a Stillwater winter tradition.

Vasaloppet skiers fi nd happy trails
Local skiers clocked winning times at the Vasa-

loppet’s four races: The Vasa, Dala, Classic and Bell 
Ringer. The top local participants with the best scores 
were: Vasa 47 km freestyle, Benjamin Alcorn, 23, 
Stillwater; Dala 32 km freestyle, Everett Lauer, 16, 
Stillwater, 1:55:56.7; Classic 41K, Steven Anderson, 
45, Stillwater, 3:11:14.3; Classic 21K Bonnie Weiskopf, 
52, Stillwater, 1:12:49.1; Bellringer freestyle 14K, Ryan 
Houseman, 16, Forest Lake, 45:33.3.

MARCH
Seed starting gives a jump start on spring

COVID-19 piqued people’s interest in investing in 
their homes, and gardeners were already springing 
into action this March. They had the small begin-
nings of their gardens planted in yogurt and cottage 
cheese containers patiently waiting on their window-
sills r,eady for the ground to thaw this spring.

New police chief looks to partner with community
Police Chief Brian Mueller committed himself and 

the Stillwater police department to focusing on men-
tal health in the community. The ongoing pandemic 

and opioid crisis brought on some challenges for the 
police department in the past, but Mueller offered his 
hopeful outlook for the future to improve community 
relations and target mental health issues.

APRIL
Local restaurants hope about the future

Restaurateurs got a taste of normalcy as the 
vaccine rollout kicked off. Stella’s on 97 Neighbor-
hood Grille and Leo’s Grill & Malt Shop adjusted to 
COVID-19 restrictions throughout the pandemic by 
embracing the safe outdoor patio seating and opting 
for takeout to keep their businesses going during the 
pandemic.

Wedding show
Press Publications hosted its 36th annual wedding 

show with proper social distancing measures in 
place to ensure the health and safety of brides and 
grooms searching for wedding inspiration.

MAY

29th annual St. Croix Pottery Tour
The St. Croix pottery tour came to us virtually this 

year. 2021 was the second year in a row the pottery 
tour had to go online, but the tour’s hosts delivered 
their best to showcase local artists and support local, 
regional, national and educational projects.

LILA student achieves top ACT score
Lakes International Language Academy junior 

Tanner Scherts earned the highest possible compos-
ite score on the ACT of 36.

Hole in one
Ron Ausan, of Mahtomedi, got a hole in one at 

Loggers Trail golf course in Stillwater on May 12. He 
made the shot with a 6-iron on hole number three at 
150 yards.

Volunteer group fi nds new homes for refurbished 
bikes

Along with 11 volunteers, Lynn Kapaun of Vadnais 
Heights worked to refurbish donated bikes and give 
them a new life at MNRcyclery. The organization 
donated its bikes to White Bear Lake, Mahtomedi 
and Roseville schools; Solid Ground; and Victims of 
Torture Center in St. Paul.

JUNE
Dogs leave paw prints on our hearts

Kristina Lynn Photography & Design captured 
puppy dog eyes, perky ears and happy tail wags with 

a couple tricks (and treats).

Food Truck Extravaganza returning this summer
The Food Truck Extravaganza returned this June 

after a year off due to COVID-19. The extravaganza is 
one of the largest food truck events in the Midwest; 
40 total trucks sold their tasty wares.

Couple launches 2 businesses amid pandemic
Josh and Nicole Korus opened Booms ice cream 

shop in Hugo this June despite the struggles of the 
pandemic. Josh wanted to break out of the corporate 
scene and build relationships with his clients and 
the community. The community hangout is home to 
50 rotating ice cream fl avors.

JULY
Cozying up with Gove’s goats

This small goat farm in Lake Elmo hosts pizza 
parties all summer long with appearances from 
their many precious goats involved in goat yoga, goat 
bingo — you name it. The outdoor fun was a COVID-
safe activity for family, friends and, well, goats.

Stillwater church celebrates 150 years
Trinity Lutheran Church turned 150 years old and 

invited the entire community over for a birthday 
celebration with cake and ice cream. To celebrate 
the century and a half, members of the church com-
piled recipes, garments and photos to create a living 
history of the church.

Abundant area beaches offer relief from summer’s 
heat

Minnesotans hit the lakes to beat the summer 
heat. This alternative to air conditioning offers a 
nice cool-down destination and provided some enter-
tainment for kayakers and swimmers alike.

AUGUST
Loop Trail anniversary celebration

The Stillwater community fi nally got a chance to 
celebrate the grand opening of the Lift Bridge Loop 
Trail. The ceremony began with a long overdue 
ribbon-cutting. Dignitaries from Minnesota and 
Wisconsin joined in on the ceremony to celebrate the 
reopening of the Lift Bridge and loop trail connect-
ing both states.

Chamber celebrates 130th anniversary
The Greater Stillwater Chamber of Commerce cele-

brated its 130th anniversary. What started in 1881 as 
a “call for action” to save the Stillwater Manufactur-
ing Company has grown to more than 500 members 
strong. The chamber celebrated its move to their 
new location with a ribbon-cutting ceremony.

Tough Mudder returns to north metro after its can-
cellation in 2020

Competitors took to the fi eld of Hugo for the fi fth 
annual competition. Over 7,000 participants took to 
the 10-mile course featuring a series of mud-fi lled 
trenches. Athletes from around the state gather to 
take on the slippery obstacles and get their hands 
dirty in competition.

SEPTEMBER
Wine Country, the making of a winemaker

Local winemaker Cody Kaye shared his expe-
rience learning to make wine after a all-terrain 
vehicle accident derailed his dreams of being in the 
Air Force. Instead, Kaye found a love for growing 
grapes and now has a goal of owning Yellow House 
Vineyard.

FLOORING & BLINDS
www.thomcocarpet.com
Forest Lake (next to Pizza Hut)

651-464-2405

47 Years

72
23

0
9

Are you passionate about helping others achieve 
goals? Do you desire to have a positive impact on 
the lives of others? We provide support to over 150 
residential group homes. In these opportunities you 
would support those we serve in a variety of daily 
living tasks including medical and behavioral support. 
Now hiring for direct support staff , community 
support staff  and mental health specialist.  We off er 
competitive pay, fl exible scheduling and career 
advancement opportunities.

Dungarvin.com 72
19

84

46 Years

Call Matt
612.246.7079

ALL BUILT RIGHT
CONSTRUCTION

Lic# BC638717 • Insured

REMODELING
• Small Jobs 

Welcome
• Carpentry

• All Handyman 
Services

72
45

21

72
45

72

“Your Local Exterior Specialist” 
Residential - Hardie Plank

Roofi ng • Siding • Windows
Gutters • Fascia & Soffi t

651-407-1987651-407-1987
MN Lic. # BC223025

Check our 
website for 

additional job 
postings

www.chisagocounty.us

Chisago County
MINNESOTA

72
45

67

• Drain Cleaning
• Hot Water Heating
• Hot Water Heaters & Disposal
• Well Pump Service
• New Construction 
• Remodeling
651-433-4866 Lic. #005402 72

46
36

118 Years

72
41

86

Offi ces in 
Wyoming & Stacy

(651) 462-7611
fsbwyoming.com

Member FDIC 72
42

90

107 Years

FIRST STATE BANK

“Hometown Banking Since 1914”

651-426-7688
info@lauriesdance.com

54 Years

72
40

25

651-777-1393
WhiteBearAnimalHospital.com

1909 E County Rd E • White Bear Lake

48 Years

72
35

0
9

FILE
Young Adult Patrol members Sam Ward (left) of 
Mounds View and Taylen Peterson (right) of Forest 
Lake practiced their toboggan handling skills this past 
February with Ilsa Bastiaens of Mahtomedi on the sled 
as the “patient.” 

FILE
A teapot made by potter Guillermo Cuellar.

SEE 2021 IN REVIEW, PAGE 15
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Eagle Scout award earned
Margaret (Meg) Balfanz, 17, of Stillwater and mem-

ber of Troop 7162, received the Eagle Scout Award, 
the highest advancement award Scouts BSA offers 
to participants. At 14, Balfanz began her Scout BSA 
career when the program was expanded to include 
female Scout units. Balffans organized and led a 
project to improve bat habitats in the Stillwater Area 
High School Environmental Learning Center by 
building and installing 10 bat roost boxes.

OCTOBER
Rookie is no rookie

Rookie, the 2-year old Labrador retriever, joined 
the Washington County Sheriff’s Offi ce Crisis Re-
sponse Team. Her job is to tag along on visits to peo-
ple experiencing mental health crises, homelessness 
or substance/chemical abuse issues. Rookie helps 
people open up when they feel helped. She can even 
sense if someone is feeling anxious and will rest her 
head on their lap to offer some comfort.

A father and daughter’s fi shing tale
Chico Rodriguez shared his children’s story, “The 

Fish Wish,” a story about himself and two of three 

daughters. The tale follows the family as they go on 
an exciting journey in the great outdoors.

NOVEMBER
Cattails and bucktails

Deer hunting season kicked off and so did the age-
old dilemma of metro deer population control. Even 
with more controlled hunts, deer numbers remained 
especially high.

Pastor and stand-up comedian turned author wins 
award for 1st book

Pastor Bill Chadwick holds many titles. This No-
vember, he shared his experience winning the title 
of silver medalist, awarded by the Midwest Book 
Awards.

DECEMBER
Light on for the holidays

The holiday lights tuner on Chestnut Street in 
Stillwater lit up once again to stir up some holiday 
spirit. The tunnel, which features thousands of 
lights and synchronized music, is part of the holiday 
display that illuminates the downtown pedestrian 
plaza.

People from all walks of life share love of singing
The Valley Chamber Chorale held its annual 

Christmas concert, Christmas at the Courthouse. 
After canceling the 2020-2021 season, Artistic Direc-
tor Daryl Timmer is ready to direct his choir into 
the New Year.

“Small Job 
Specialist”

651-653-9920
612-816-8544

Basement
finish/remodel

Exterior & 
Interior Painting

Doors/Windows/Siding
Ceiling Textures/Roofs

Kitchen Remodels
Counter Tops

Decks/Landscaping
Odd Jobs

Bathrooms

35 Years Experience

651-746-4582
www.northlandlandscape.com

fi

T W

Be ready to enjoy your deck this spring!
Let us build your deck now

We build decks all winter long!
CALL US FOR SPECIALS!

DECKS

vikingautomotiverepair.com

IKING AUTO REPAIR

4415 Otter Lake Road

651-407-3465

441

GO VIKES!

White Bear Township

vikingautomotiverepair.com

AUTO SERVICE

Honest Work for Honest Pay
651-270-7360

Reasonable Rates
- all jokes and laughs are free

Servicing All Major Appliance Brands
Major Credit Cards Accepted

APPLIANCE REPAIR AUTO SERVICE

• Auto Repair • Oil Lube & Filter Service
20 Years of experience serving White Bear Lake

 & Centerville - Friendly, Honest Service

651.226.4235
Monday - Friday 8 am - 6 pm

7137 20th Avenue North - Centerville
www.facebook.com/vermauto

HUGE SAVINGS!
Lic. #20060261

651-257-4706
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

Design
Bath Repair

odeling
Tub Surrounds
Fre ates

Bathrooms by

BATHROOMS CARPENTRY

CLEANING

HOUSEHOLD WASTE

Household Waste
Construction Debris

Appliances
Furniture

651-877-6888

Feature your business here. For more information contact Lynda or Deb at callaspecialist@presspubs.com or 651-407-1250

ROOFING

YOUR LOCAL ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Your Local 

P  
I c

P c

(612) 441-3888

Find The Best 

Services In Eastern 

Minnesota

WHITE BEAR PRESS | VADNAIS PRESS | QUAD COMMUNITY PRESS | SHOREVIEW PRESS | NORTH OAKS PRESS | THE CITIZEN | THE LOWDOWNWHITE BEAR PRESS | VADNAIS PRESS | QUAD COMMUNITY PRESS | SHOREVIEW PRESS | NORTH OAKS PRESS | THE CITIZEN | THE LOWDOWN

PREMIER SPECIALIST

SELLING YOUR HOME? 
BUYING A HOME? CALL ME!

72
46

95

Forest Lake, MN

651.464.2880

MidWestOne.bank  |  Member FDIC

72
37

99

651-464-2082
Keep your Sewer 

In The Pink!
www.olsonsinthepink.com

72
23

36

Steiner Cleaning

Contact Danielle Steiner for more infoContact Danielle Steiner for more info
(651) 503-3244

steinercleaning@gmail.com | steinercleaning.com

$20 OFF HOUSE $20 OFF HOUSE 
CLEANING

(First-time customers only)

Basic Cleanings | Deep Cleanings | 
Move in/out Cleanings

72
46

99

72
46

72

FILE
The Valley Chamber Chorale rehearsing at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Stillwater.

2021 IN REVIEW: What a year it was 
FROM PAGE 14
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PAINTING

Interior
Decorativ
Painting
Wallpaperin
(an Removal)

tai Varnish
Painting of Hom
Furnishing
(furniture light
fixtures frames etc.

www.LDMarshallPainting.com
Fr at

L D MARSHALL
PAINTING

Scott or Lind 651-426-9135 (office)

PaintingPro Pro

Living Colors

•  Professional, Residential 
House Painting

•  35 Years Experience
•  Interior & Exterior

•  Kind, Respectful Service
CONTACT RICHARD

612-394-8978

Best Painting & 
Cedar Specialists
Interior: commercial, residential, 
new construction walls, ceilings, 

trim, cabinets, fl oors
Exterior: cedar siding/trim repairs, 

stains and painting
CALL OR EMAIL! GET 2021

PRICING FOR SPRING/SUMMER
2022 EXTERIORS

Family owned since 1967
651-238-1850 

brian@cedarspec-bestpainting.com      

J & G Home Interiors
Residential/Commercial Painting Specialists
24 years in business

We do: interior painting, stain and 
varnishing, Ceiling conversion to knock 

down, drywall repair.
Insured & Bonded

FREE ESTIMATES
10% OFF ANY 
JOB WITH AD

Scott – 651-426-0288

Wolf Bros. Drywall Co.
Total Drywall Services

Residential/Commercial
New Const & Basement Finishes

Family Owned & Operated

 Forest Lake

Insured
CALL LEE

(651) 428-0229

PLASTER / DRYWALL

• Drain Cleaning 
• Hot Water Heating
• Hot Water Heaters & Disposal
• Well Pump Service
• New Construction • Remodeling 

Lic. #005402Tom Thill 651-433-4866

PLUMBING

651-746-4582
www.northlandlandscape.com

Custom Decks/Footing Repair
Screen Rooms/Additions
Garages/Roofi ng/Siding
Aluminum/Glass/Cable Railings
All Repairs Call Us for

WINTER
SPECIALS

DECKS

Window 
or Door 
Replacement 

Michael 
612-208-5402
651-508-6661

DOORS/WINDOW

ELECTRIC

New Construction/Remodel
Residential Commercial

Competitive Rates

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

651-307-6502

Floyd DeHate, Master Electrician
651-346-8185 EMERGENCY SERVICE

��������	
�������

 ng Fans

ARROW 

                                  

 
Furnace & A/C 

Installations and Service 
Licensed,  Bonded  

& Insured 
651.426.4233   cphvac.net 

HEATING & COOLING

T.W.Lewis Co.
• Custom Carpentry and Design

• Deck and Pergola Specialist

• Building and Remodeling

• Kitchens and Bathrooms

• Home Renovation and Repair

Call or Email

651-432-0070
servicenow@twlewisco.com

www.twlewisco.com
Design | Build | Renovate |Remodel |Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENT

www.whitebear 
plumbing.com

Lic #686889

white bear

plumbing inc.
ResidentIal
CommercIal

REMODELING

W dw rking

Accentwoodsolutions.com
Call 651-426-8697

Bonded & Insured / Lic# BC580973
Accentwoodsolutions.com

Call 651-426-8697

Remodeling all types

651-238-6751
NorconHomes.com

Insured / Lic #BC105943

T  Cities Premier 
Home Improvement Company

 

Call Matt
612-246-7079

ALL BUILT RIGHT
CONSTRUCTION

REMODELING

W

APPLEWOOD 
BUILDERS

applewo o dre modelers.com
61 2.670.70 04

3

M N  L I C #  B C 0 0 3 2 1 5

TIME TO REMODEL?
Kitchen / Bathroom
Basement / Deck

Check out our Models 
for design ideas.  

*1 yr financing option available*
SHERCO CONSTRUCTION

651-888-4138
License # BC627690

Quality Home Building and RemodelingQuality Home Building and Remodeling

Lic. #BC-516217

For more info visit

612-868-6837

 

 

21 years and going strong!
Interior/Exterior Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATES
Bill 651-775-8396

www.allaroundremodeling.com

 Roofing/Siding

 Bathrooms

 Basements
 Major/Minor 

  Remodeling

 Doors/Windows
 Garages

 Kitchens

 Additions

ROOFING

651-407-1987

“Your Local Exterior Specialists”

MN Lic.# BC223025

Residential - Hardie Plank

Roofing  Siding  Windows
Gutters  Fascia & Soffit

Wm Hayes Roofing 
& Remodeling, LLC
Storm & Hail Damage

Windows • Siding
Doors • Additions

651-429-2682
www.wmhayesconstruction.com

MN Lic. #BC002810

TREE SERVICE

Cameron
Tree Service

(651) 775-8602

T T

V
Licensed & Insured 

Primeau’s
Tree Service

Tree & Shrub
Trimming/Removal

46 years of 
experience
Family owned

Certified Arborist onsite!

651-773-5643

SNOW PLOWING

Sign up for

651-426-8660
Snowplowing now!

Meet Your Specialist

K. Olson Construction is owned by Kevin Olson 
of Scandia MN. Kevin has been in remodeling and 
new construction since 1985 and became a licensed 
contractor in 1995. They provide new home construction, 
also specializing in room additions, basement fi nishing, 
kitchen remodels and fi nish carpentry.

K. Olson Construction  provides full service contracting 
from start to fi nish or will come into a project and work with  
the homeowner and do a portion of the work. Any successful 
remodeling project requires a detailed plan and timeline, 
as well as attention to detail. Kevin is a contractor that is on 
site doing the work and controlling  the entire process from 
start to fi nish. For more information please visit their website at 
www.kolsonconstruct.com 

Kevin can be reached at
612-868-6837 or Kolson40@frontiernet.net

Licensed, Bonded & Insured, Lic. # BC-516217

TREE SERVICEPLUMBING REMODELING

CALL   A   SPECIALIST EMAIL: 
callaspecialist@
presspubs.com

PHONE: 
651-407-1250

If you know of a trusted contractor to 

help out other great people, please send 

your recommendation to callaspecialist@

presspubs.com or  call 651-407-1250

NOW HIRING! 
ENTRY LEVEL 

 GRAPHIC DESIGNER
JOB DESCRIPTION:
Press Publications is looking for 
an entry level, motivated graphic 
designer for a part-time position, 
with the possibility of full-time 
with the right candidate. As part 
of the production-design team, 
you'll have a vital role in making 
sure the weekly and bi-weekly 
papers get out the door.

JOB RESPONSIBILITIES:
- Comfortable in Adobe InDesign, 
with the minor use of Photoshop 
and Illustrator (CS6)
- Build ads to customer specs, and 
assisting the sales team with new 
ads for potential clients
- Follow a schedule with 
overlapping deadlines 

JOB DETAILS:
- 20-25 hours per week, up to 40 
with the right candidate

Email resume to:  
artmanager@presspubs.com



Press Publications suggests that you be aware of advertisers requesting payment for shipping merchandise. Confi rm and verify all contact resources prior to sending any money. Take caution when responding to text messages that are not local numbers.

20
Notices

20
Notices

DEADLINE FOR 

• CLASSIFIED LINE ADS  
 MONDAY 9:00AM

• DISPLAY ADS  
FRIDAY NOON

651-407-1250
classified@presspubs.com

(Earlier deadlines for Holidays)

23
Free Items

53
Vehicles Wanted

104
Hauling/Moving

106
Home 

Improvement

362
Miscellaneous

362
Miscellaneous

DISH NETWORK
$64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing fast in-
ternet, $19.99/mo.
(where available.)

Switch & get a FREE
$100 Visa gift card.
FREE voice remote.

FREE HD DVR. FREE
streaming on ALL de-

vices. Call today!
855/562-4309

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck or boat to Her-
itage For The Blind.
Free 3-day vacation,
tax deductible, free

towing, all paperwork
taken care of 844/220-

9501

ENJOY 100% GUAR-
ANTEED delivered-to-

the-door Omaha
Steaks! Get 8 FREE
Filet Mignon Burgers!
Order the Delightful
Gift this holiday sea-

son - only $99.99.
Call 888/858-0473
and mention code
65658PJL or visit

www.omahasteaks.-
com/thegift1192

GUARANTEED 
BUFFALO AND ELK
HUNTS in the Black
Hills. Elk hunts: cows
$2300, bulls $2900.
Buffalo hunts: cows
$2100, bulls starting
at $3100. 605/391-
4646 nvrbuffalo@g-

mail.com

LOOKING FOR 
ASSISTED LIVING

memory care, or inde-
pendent living? A

Place for Mom simpli-
fies the process of

finding senior living at
no cost to your family.
Call 888/715-1720 to-

day!

THE COVID CRISIS
has cost us all some-

thing. Manya have lost
jobs and financial se-
curity. Have $10K In
Debt? Credit Cards.
Medical Bills. Car

Loans. Call National
Debt Relief! We can

help! Get a FREE debt
relief quote: Call
844/205-5439

THE GENERAC
PWRCELL a solar

plus battery storage
system. Save money,
reduce your reliance
on the grid, prepare

for power outages and
power your home. Full

installation services
available. $0 Down fi-
nancing option. Re-

quest a free, no 
obligation quote to-
day. Call 888/913-

5895

Free pick up for 
donated small furn/HH
items to Church Store

651-430-0011

We Want to Buy
Your Running or Re-
pairable Cars/Trucks

FreeTowing-
612-269-2706  

R&T Auto Sales Inc.

Scrap metal
 appliance pick up

651-329-0815

A HANDYMAN Lrg &
sm jobs 612-751-8336

Seeking PT handy-
man help & PT driver
@ $20/hr, 3-5 hrs/wk

651-483-6461

Administrative Assistant
Financial Adviser in Vadnais Heights, looking

for a Client Services Specialist and 
administrative support.  Flexible schedule. 
Experience is preferred but not necessary. 
A background check is required. Please call

651-797-2613 ext. 1 to schedule an interview.

358
Firewood

Oak 4x8x16 $185  de-
livered  $145 pckd  up
cash 651-755-0759

369
Want to Buy

 We Buy Vinyl Records
Lps, 45s, Stereo Equip
We make house calls

by appointment.
White Bear Lake

Records 
4775 Banning Ave,WBL

wblrecords.com
  651-224-4947

451
Rentals/

Commercial

EQUAL  HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY, all
real estate advertising
in  this  newspaper  is
subject  to  the  Fair
Housing  Act  which
makes it illegal  to ad-
vertise  “any  prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination  based  on
race,  color,  religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national ori-
gin, or an intention, to
make any such prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination.”  Familial
status  includes  chil-
dren under the age of
18  living with  parents
or  legal  custodians;
pregnant  women  and
people  securing  cus-
tody of children under
18.  This  newspaper
will  not knowingly  ac-
cept  any  advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
Our readers are here-
by  informed  that  all
dwellings  advertised
in this  newspaper are
available on an equal
opportunity  basis.  To
complain  of  discrimi-
nation  call  HUD  toll
free:  1-800-669-9777.
The  toll-free  number
for hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.  

502
Real Estate
For Sale by Owner

Townhome Lino Lakes
2 bdrm., 1.5 bath, loft,
frpl.,1440 sq.ft $239K

651.485.9094

Are you looking for something to keep your child(ren) 
busy? How about something that gives them cash? Talk to 

them about delivering newspapers!

ROUTES AVAILABLE FOR WHITE BEAR PRESS: 
Rt 116  - N of Cedar – E of 
Bellaire
Rt 118 – S of Martin Way – E of 
Bellaire
Rt 123 – S of Cty Rd F to W of 

McKnight
Rt 124 – N of Birch to E of Hazel
Rt 125 – N of Cedar to W of 
McKnight
Rt 232 – N of 96 to W of 2nd Ave

Other Routes available, call our Circulation Dept. at 651-407-1246.

We are looking for a new team member to 
join our sales team!

Press Publications is looking for a positive 
energy sales representative that can be 

creative and help our community business 
grow through our print & digital products.

If you are looking to be a part of something big 
in the community call or email: Marketing@

presspubs.com - 651-407-1213

Tired of working nights and weekends?
Have you been told you have great customer 
service skills? Consider a career that gives 
you fl exibility for family obligations, and the 

ability to work independently as a Multimedia 
Representative serving Lino Lakes, Centerville, 
Hugo and the Forest Lake area. No degree is 

required.  Call Patty Steele for more information at
651-407-1213 or send email to marketing@

presspubs.com

“ A cut above the rest”
ASSOCIATION
MAINTENANCE
LLC

Shoreview, MN 

$19-$30 per hour Paid within 3 days 
*Bonus program for season long commitment!

(651)
490-9755

SNOW REMOVAL
PT Flex Positions for men & women 

No. Sub. Locations 

amilawn@aol.com

Call Bill!

Teller I
Ideal Credit Union is looking for enthusiastic 

employees who enjoy working in a competitive 
sales environment while educating consumers 
about fi nancial services to meet their needs. 

We currently have a Teller I position open at our 
Hugo branch.  Please complete an application 
at idealcu.com/employment-opportunities, if 

interested.  
If you have any questions, please call Human 

Resources at (651) 747-8910. 
Ideal Credit Union is proud to be an Equal 

Opportunity Employer and strong advocate of 
workforce diversity. Race/Color/Gender/Sexual 
Orientation/Gender Identity/Religion/National 

Origin/Disability/Veteran. 
We maintain a drug-free workplace and perform 

pre-employment substance abuse testing.

®

SAFETY POLE
INSTALLER
Install fall protection
equipment on houses
& other buildings
under construction. 
Construction
experience preferred
but not required. 
Rewarding job with
advancement &
growth potential.
Meet in Hugo Daily.

612-366-5627

NOW
HIRING

$20-$23/HOUR

• Employment • Employment • Employment • Employment • Employment •

Did you 
knows?
1. The statue 
of Liberty’s 
mouth is 3 
feet wide

2. There are 
over 600 
windows 

on the 
Empire State 

Building

3. The winter 
of 1932 was 
so cold that 

Niagara Falls 
froze over 

completely

4. There are 
132 rooms in 

the US White 
House

DryOak 8'x4'x16”$140
delivr'd 651/982-1672

452
Rental

Senior rentals Effi ciency 
Apts. $575. 651-430-
1421 after 5.

102
Services

Choose Clear 
Cash Counting for 
your bookkeeping 
needs! Call us at 
651-237-3623 Email 
C learcashcount -
ing@gmail.com

MAK E EVE RY  DAY  Pawesome!Pawesome!

Call one of our 
Certifi ed Master 

Groomers at

Day 
& Eve 
Appts.WWW.PETSTYLESMN.COM

 | petstylesgrooming
 | petstylesgrooming

143 North Lake Street, Forest Lake

651-464-6996

Happy New Year! 
100% dedicated to your pet’s 

grooming in a cozy, intimate pet 
spa, not a big box store!

Check out our social media to 
see all of our happy clients!

Nail Trims by 
appointment only

PETSTYLES
Grooming Salon

Award Winning Pet Grooming!

Forest Lake’s original 
grooming shop since 1989.

2015-2020 2017-2021

Personal Touch Pet Grooming
“When Quality and Service Matter”

763 784-4833
TDD 784-0662

Dial 711 for Relay Assistance
Deb Molin

Certifi ed Master Groomer
200 Marian Ct., Circle Pines, MN 55014

Since 
1989

P

PET SERVICE DIRECTORY

Fun 
Facts
The croissant 

was 
invented in 

Austria

612-807-7850
www.mjthecrittersitter.com

MJ The Critter Sitter
Professional Pet Sitting & Dog Walking Services

Owned & Operated by a Veterinary Technician 
with 20 years experience in animal care

- Insured & Bonded
- Veterinarian 

Recommended
 -References available

Let us give your pets the love & attention 
they deserve while you’re away!

NOW
HIRING

651- 429-5433

KTK9.COM

KATIE’S K9
Obedience School

 Puppy Classes
 Private Lessons
 Manners Please
 Phone Consults  
 Radio Show

651

White Bear Animal Hospital
We treat your pets like they’re our own.

651.777.1393
1909 East County Road E

White Bear Lake, MN 55110
www.WhiteBearAnimalHospital.com

Dr. Stuart B. Dalton

Dr. Gwen Zupancich

Dr. Sarah Prochnow

Dr. Mikayla Nicklay
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HONORING OUR HEROES

American Legion Post 168
2210 3rd St. WBL, MN | (651) 429-5770

hoNORING Our Heroes!

72
38

12

651-426-4944 
4496 Lake Avenue South, 

White Bear Lake

VFW Post 1782VFWW PoPostt 11178782VFWW PoPostt 1178782

We Salute 

Our Troops 72
38

14

72
40

1321438 FOREST BLVD. N, FOREST LAKE • 651-464-4540 • 651-464-3014

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SERVICE!
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Vernon F. 
Reinert

Coast Guard
YN2

Port Angeles, WA
Korean War

Richard (Dick) 
Boden

U.S. Army
1st Armored Division
Fort Hood - Korean 

War

Wayne Dirksen 
U.S. Army 

Air Corp Flight 
Officer 
WWII

Paul V. 
Jacobson 
U.S. Marines 

Master Sergeant
WWII and Korean 

War

Dave Ackert
RM3

USS Juneau, UPD-10
 San Diego

 Okinawa Japan

Terry DuRei
U.S. Air Force 
Security Squad

Ron 
Radermacher

U.S. Army

Ray Bean 
U.S. Navy

Quartermaster
 7th fleet WWII

Peter Laramy       
U.S. Air Force
Staff Sergeant 

 Retired

David 
Juutilainen 
U.S. Marines 

Elmer Pedersen 
U.S. Army

Abby White 
U.S. Navy

Commander

Clement Stine 
U.S. Army 

Rand TEC 4 
WWII

Chalie Lundgren 
U.S. Army

 Staff Sergeant 
E6 Fort Jackson

Carisa Anderson 
National Guard

Alex Park
U.S. Marines 
USS Iwo Jima

Norman I. 
Christensen 

U.S. Army
SPC E-4-1

William Burrows 
U.S Navy

 Chief Petty Officer 
Midway Island

Eric Neutkens
U.S. Army 

Major
Ft. Sam Houston, 

Texas 

Joseph “Joe” 
Bicha, Jr.

USAF 1968-1972
SGT

Vietnam Era - 
Aleutian Islands

Roy D. 
Christensen Sr.

U.S. Army
SPC5

4790 Banning Avenue • Downtown White Bear Lake 
651-653-7326 • www.wblrealty.com 

Thank You 
to all who 

have served 
and are 
serving!

 James Sanchez
Broker-owner 

25 years experience

72
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White Bear Lake Realty Expect more...the Madores!
Kathy Madore 
(651) 592-4444
kathymadore@edinarealty.com

Lisa Madore 
(651) 216-1335
lisamadore@edinarealty.com

www.TheMadores.edinarealty.com

72
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41

Thank You, Heroes!

WHY CHOOSE PAT-A-CAKE CHILD CARE?
Part time and full time programs available

Homemade meals and fi eld trips • Learning activities
Large, indoor muscle room • School preparedness

Infant and toddler programs available

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 27 YEARS!
72

40
0

9

7761 Lake Dr., Ste. E, Lino Lakes • 651-786-2286 • www.patacakemn.com

Enjoy a Secure and 
Stimulating Environment

 

BEST OF THE PRESS

BEST CHILD CARE

Thank You Veterans For Your Service!

Proudly Representing 
Over 50

Insurance Companies

Thank you 
so much for 
your service!

86 Mahtomedi Ave., Suite B

651-888-4111
www.roelofsagency.com

brian@roelofsagency.com

Brian RoelofsAuto • Home • Life • Business

72
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Good Neighbor Days
June 10-12, 2021 

JOIN OR VOLUNTEER WITH HUGO LIONS CLUB! 

www.goodneighbordays.com
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Joseph King
U.S. Army / Military 
Intelligence / Major

Afghanistan/South Korea  
Currently stationed at U.S. 
Military Academy at West 

Poin.

Katie Schulz 
U.S. Navy

Commander

William Hart 
U.S. Army 

Staff Sergeant 
 Korea-Vietnam

Myron Lee 
Nelson 

U.S. Army Radio 
Teletype Operator

Muriel Stine 
U.S. Navy

Machinist Mate 
WWII

Lester Nelson 
U.S. Army

 Private 1st Class

Kenneth Joachim 
U.S. Army 

34th Red Bulls 
WWII

Francis J. Wald  
U.S. Army 

WWII

Daniel Ivan 
Nelson 

U.S. Army 
Private 

1st Class

Thomas J. 
Wheeler

U.S. Army & US 
Navy

Retired Senior Chief

Jason Arcand
U.S. Coast Guard 
E-5, Petty Officer 

2nd Class
Duluth MN

Roy D. 
Christensen Jr. 

U.S. Army
Sergeant, now 

working for US Govt. 
active for 10 years

Rory D. 
Christensen

U.S. Army
Sergeant
4 years

Home presently

Irvin J. 
Christensen

U.S. Navy
E2

Deceased

651-483-4055

WHY CHOOSE US?
Family owned and operated since 1975 (46 years)

Certifi ed Expert Technicians
Lifetime Warranty

Collision & Mechanical Services
Hail Damage Specialists

www.fairwaycollisioncenter.com
125 E. Cty Rd. F • Vadnais Heights, 55127

WE 
SUPPORT 

OUR 
TROOPS!

F
collisiona airw Y

and automotive
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Joseph King
U.S. Army / Military
Intelligence / Major

Afghanistan/South Korea  
Currently stationed at U.S. 
Military Academy at West

Daniel Ivan
Nelson

U.S. Army 
Private 

1st Class

Thomas J.
Wheeler

U.S. Army & US 
Navy

Retired Senior Chief

Jason Arcand
U.S. Coast Guard 
E-5, Petty Officer 

2nd Class
Duluth MN

Roy D. 
Christensen Jr.

y

U.S. Army
Sergeant, now

working for US Govt. 
active for 10 years

Rory D. 
Christensen

y

U.S. Army
Sergeant
4 years

Home presently

Irvin J. 
Christensen

U.S. Navy
E2

Deceased

HONORING OUR HEROES

Priest Knox
U.S. Navy
Lieutenant

WWII and Korean 
War

Larry Harmer
U.S. Army

SP5
Vietnam War

Donald F. 
Nelson 

U.S. Army 
CPL 

David Conde
U.S. Marine 

CPL 
E-4 

Rose Bayuk
U.S. Army

Nurse Corps
First Lieutenant 

U.S. Army Hospital 
Ship Thistle

WW2

Andrew Sivanich 
U.S. Army 
10th Group

Major
Fort Carson, Colorado 

Donald F. Nelson
U.S. Army   

CPL
Korea

SWITCH YOUR
CHECKING
ACCOUNT
TO ROYAL
CREDIT UNION!

Easily manage your money with our digital tools

Low or no fees for account services

Be part of a co-op, not a corporation

ur money with our digital tools

r account services

p, not a corporation

Insured by NCUA

rcu.org/YourChecking 800-341-9911

Discover A Better
Way To Bank.

SHENG XIONG 
ROYAL CREDIT UNION MEMBER

72
38

79
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Save the Date

37th Annual 
Wedding Show

Admission $5 per person • Brides are FREE!

Enjoy Local, Trusted Vendors
Door prizes, samplings and much more!

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9 • 11AM - 2PM
BEST WESTERN PLUS, WHITE BEAR LAKE

Purchase tickets online at presspubs.com or call 651-407-1200 to reserve your tickets
SPONSORED BY THE BEST WESTERN PLUS IN WHITE BEAR LAKESCAN ME!

January 7, 2022!
Press Publications • 4779 Bloom Avenue • White Bear Lake, MN 55110 • (651) 407-1200 • presspubs.com

One Day Only!

UP TO  60% OFF Your Marketing Campaign
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